Coronavirus update

We have received notification from Wiltshire that two of our members have tested
positive for the Coronavirus.
Two Masters of Lodges in Wiltshire returned from Northern Italy recently and
have been self-isolating - they have now tested positive.
One of them attended his local Masonic Centre on 22nd January (Crane Street,
Salisbury) and we have been informed by the Province that it appears that neither
have carried out any ceremonial work recently.
Here is some specific guidance on the effect of Coronavirus on Lodge Meetings:
1. Rule 137, Book of Constitutions provides that there is no power to cancel a
regular meeting of a Lodge. The Rule is made for normal conditions, and at some
future date – which has not yet been reached – necessity may dictate that external
events override it.
2. Lodges should therefore for the time being be summoned in the usual
way. The quorum for a valid meeting of a Lodge is five (excluding the Tyler and
any candidate), of whom one must be an Installed Master, and two must be
members of the Lodge concerned; it is not a requirement that the Installed Master
be a member of the Lodge. If on the day of the meeting a quorum cannot be
achieved, the meeting must be abandoned, and a note entered in the Minute Book.
“The regular meeting of the Lodge on …..day …. March, 2020 was duly called in
accordance with the attached summons. Owing to the incidence of the coronavirus
the required number of Brethren to open the Lodge could not be assembled and
the meeting was abandoned” is the wording suggested.
3. If the meeting abandoned is that for the election of the Master, the final
paragraph of Rule 106 will govern the situation. If the meeting is that for the
Installation Rule 108 will apply.
4. Consideration should also be given to moving the date of a meeting by not
more than 28 days by dispensation under Rule 139(c). Care should, however, be
exercised in such a situation that Rule 172 (which requires a minimum interval of
28 days between initiation and passing, and between passing and raising) is not
inadvertently infringed.

5. Lodges should not be concerned that, if a meeting has to be abandoned in
these circumstances, it may affect their entitlement to a Centenary or BiCentenary Warrant in the future; there are many precedents for an enforced break
in continuity of working being disregarded by the Grand Master when deciding
whether to grant such a Warrant.
6.

Similar considerations will apply in relation to Chapters.

7. More detailed guidance on this matter and others that may arise can be found
in the Deputy Grand Secretary’s book Masonic Etiquette Today.
8.

Further guidance is likely to be issued in due course.

The Masonic Halls' Group - Guidance on Coronavirus

The Masonic Halls’ Group continues to recognise the importance of keeping the
'Guide to Best Practice' up to date with changes in legislation or as a result of
experience and when appropriate to issue specific guidance when circumstances
dictate.
We are all aware of the current concerns regarding the Coronavirus Emergency.
Information has already been circulated by the Grand Secretary via bUGLE and
which is the principal source of guidance.
It is recommended that Masonic Halls and Centre Managers ensure that
Freemasons and members of the general public using and visiting their buildings
are made aware of the latest guidance and advice by displaying this note in
prominent locations at the entrance to and within their buildings.
Further recommended actions should include:
·
Provision of sufficient hand sanitiser stations.
·
Provision of disposable tissues and suitable receptacles.
·
Mandatory notice requiring all who enter the building to immediately wash
hands with hot water and soap.
·
Reminder notices to encourage frequent washing of hands with hot water
and soap.
·
Increasing frequency of cleaning processes and additional focus upon
surfaces likely to harbour the virus.
·
Update Health and Safety plans to include potential issues with the usage of
hand sanitiser and associated products.
·
Frequent review of the guidelines issued by Public Health England
As the situation develops, further information will be circulated.
Regards,
R.W. Bro. John Pagella, Grand Superintendent of Works
(This has been a direct copy of the recent Bugle Communication)
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