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You are my
grandson and
now my Brother
Mike Wilks, Provincial Grand Master

Emotion stirred the lodge room when the
head of the province taking the role of the
Junior Deacon invested his grandson Kyle
with the apron of an Entered Apprentice
during his Ceremony of Initiation.
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UNICEF receives £20,000
grant to help victims of
Bahamas hurricane.

Thousands of people across the Bahamas, whose lives have been devastated by
Hurricane Dorian are benefitting from much-needed help, thanks to a grant from
Hampshire & Isle of Wight freemasons, to UNICEF.
The money which comes through the Masonic Charitable Foundation will go
towards providing important life-saving supplies, including water, sanitation and
hygiene equipment, water purification tablets, water tanks and containers.

We’re very grateful to the freemasons for
supporting our disaster response in the Bahamas.

Claire Fox, Chief Operating Officer, UNICEF UK

The Provincial Grand Master, Mike Wilks said: “Hurricane Dorian has devastated
the lives of tens of thousands of people right across the Bahamas. I’m very
pleased that Brethren were able to move so quickly and provide funds for
UNICEF’s vital work at the heart of the disaster zone.”
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A real Insight into what
happens in the Province...
This is another superb edition of Insight which I commend to
the public as well as our brethren and their families – a real Insight
into what is happening in the province and our involvement in the
community. The real wonder of freemasonry, as is apparent from
the pages that follow, is that our members enjoy their involvement
to the full, the friendship, camaraderie and sheer fun whilst doing
their best for the community which we serve.
We have an increasing number of young men joining us, and they
so enjoy the experience that they introduce their young friends.
Some have introduced their fathers; and grandfathers!
Which brings me to the article on page 23 which is particularly
poignant for me and which relates to the front cover of the
magazine. It is impossible to put into words my feelings when my
grandson was initiated. This is what I tweeted the following day:
One of my best and most memorable masonic experiences.
Our Craft has so much to offer; but nothing was quite like this.
My sincere thanks to all involved - an amazing, unforgettable
experience acting as Junior Deacon on grandson Kyle’s Initiation.
So very special.
And so Kyle commenced his masonic journey in the same way as
me – with no real expectations save to enjoy it and have fun.

The Insight Team
Editorial: Roger Maber and Ed Baker –
insight@hiowmasons.org

Michael J. Wilks
Provincial Grand Master

Advertising: If you would like to advertise
in Insight with a circulation of 14,000,
contact Roger Maber by email –
insight@hiowmasons.org.
Published by the Provincial Grand Lodge
of Hampshire and Isle of Wight,
85 Winchester Road, Chandlers Ford,
Eastleigh, Hants SO53 2GG
For all membership enquiries, contact the
Provincial Office on 023 8026 1555.

The PGM with grandson
Kyle at that moment the
province’s most senior
and most junior masons.

Twitter Accounts for
our 6 Areas are
@HantsMasonNC @HantsMasonNE
@HantsMasonSC @HantsMasonSE
@HantsMasonSW @SolentMasons

@MichaelWilks2 - follow the Provincial Grand Master on Twitter
Front cover photo Roger Maber
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“Another extraordinary success”

he quotation below is from a letter written by Nigel Hartley,
Chief Executive of The Mountbatten Group. It demonstrates
the importance of the role our Island masons play in this annual
and major fund raising event. The letter was written very shortly
after this year’s walk and we understand that already the

incoming funds have almost reached the £275,000 target.

Jax Jones, Major Events Fund Raiser for the Earl Mountbatten
Hospice and Walk the Wight organiser says “What a tremendous
achievement for everyone involved in this special event, which
brings out the very best in our Island community.”

“My personal thanks to the freemasons team for your support of the Mountbatten’s Walk the
Wight. We are indebted to you for helping us make the Walk the Wight such a special event.
This year was no different – It was an extraordinary and inspiring day and great to see so many
people walking for Mountbatten. I took part in the Flat Walk from Sandown to Newport, which was
a new experience for me having previously walked the main route four times. I then met people
finishing at The Needles and as ever, was touched by their determination and desire to help us.
Planning the walk takes most of the year and without the involvement of people like you, we
know it would not happen. We never take it for granted and we’re incredibly grateful to you.
Walk the Wight is vital to us. It’s our flagship fundraising event and we hope to raise around
£275,000. That money goes towards the annual £8 million we need to run our services at the
hospital and in the community, a demand which is always growing.
On behalf of all our patients, their families and our staff and volunteers, I would like to once
again offer my thanks and gratitude for your support in making this year’s Walk the Wight
another extraordinary success.”
Nigel Hartley
Chief Executive,
The Mountbatten Group
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FABBS
ESTABLISHED 1887

Grand Lodge Special Offer

This Very Special Price includes our Best Quality Full
Dress and Undress Aprons with matching Collars, a Past Rank
Jewel, Grand Lodge Case and delivery to any UK address.

£500.00 (Inc. VAT at 20%)

Supreme Grand Chapter Special Offer
Apron, Sash, Collar, Past Rank Locket

£210.00 (Inc. VAT at 20%)

Set 1 Provincial or LGR

Provincial
or LGCR

Special Offer

Full Dress Apron Collar, Jewel & Case

£160.00 (Inc. VAT at 20%)

Set 2 Provincial or LGR

Special Offer

Full Dress and Undress Aprons,
Collars, Jewel & Case

Special Offer

Apron & Sash,
Collarette,
(Inc. VAT at Past Rank Locket
& Breast Jewel
20%)

£150.00

£235.00 (Inc. VAT at 20%)

ALL
LOOK ONLINE OR C
IAL OFFERS
US FOR OTHER SPEC

FOR ALL YOUR MASONIC SUPPLIES

QUALITY REGALIA MADE TO THE HIGHEST
STANDARDS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
Call and speak with one of our experts
1 The Barns, 1 Longham Farm Close, Ringwood Road,
Ferndown, Dorset. BH22 9DE
Tel:- 01202 571600 • Fax:- 01202 571779

Website: www.fabb.co.uk
Email: fabb@fabb.co.uk

Face to face support for young people
£15,000 grant enables charity to maintain its vital drop-in centres

I

t’s Your Choice was
established in 1987 to help
young people in the New
Forest area by providing
confidential free advice,
support, and guidance. The
charity was very grateful
to receive a grant recently
on behalf of the Masonic
Charitable Foundation (MCF)
for £15,000 and invited
members of the province to
visit their Totton headquarters.
The charity’s CEO Chris Shaw said:
“It’s vital for us to have a presence. The
£15,000 MCF grant will enable us to
maintain our volunteers and staff who
manage our drop-in centres”.
Speaking about the charity, comedian,
writer, presenter and actress Jo Brand,
who is an Ambassador of the charity,
has commented: “It’s Your Choice is a

fantastic charity which each year supports
around 3500 young people aged 12-25,
living in and around the New Forest area.
Now in its 30th year, It’s Your Choice
helps young people with a range of issues
including homelessness and mental health.
Never has the work of such charities been
more important and
I am delighted to
be associated
with this one.”

Provincial Communications Officer Rod
Armitage and Mike Field, the South Central
Area Charity Steward, met with Chris
Shaw and Chair of Trustees Mike Taylor.
Chris and Mike outlined the charity’s plans
to widen their accessibility throughout the
area by partnerships with organisations
such as Citizens Advice,
Salvation Army, and
local libraries.

Mike Taylor
(left) with
Rod Armitage
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More than just flag waving...

Addressing the guests at The Grand Ba
“Tonight is a great historic occasion ma
amalgamation of the Provinces of Hamp

Co organiser Sean Whelan
(seen centre in white DJ ) in
the thick of the celebrations

T

he sesquicentenary or
150th anniversary of the
formation of the Province of
Hampshire and Isle of Wight by
the amalgamation of the former
two provinces was celebrated
with much fun and in tremendous
style at a number of special
events held during the year.
The more formal event was in February at
the province’s special investiture meeting
held at the Novotel in Southampton and
chaired by the PGM Mike Wilks. This
meeting also included an important
presentation of the history of the provinces
and the reasons for their joining together.
This was followed in March with a
wonderful Service of Thanksgiving at
Winchester Cathedral. The one thousand
year old cathedral, which is one of the
largest in Europe, provided a perfect
setting to celebrate the anniversary.
Despite what was a blustery wet typical
March day, a record number of local
masons and their families, as well as civic
leaders from across the province, turned
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The PGM and his Deputy Jon Whitaker
join in the fun and lead the flag waving.

out to attend what has been described as
one of the province’s spiritual highlights.
Throughout the first half of the year
many lodges held their own celebrations
to mark the anniversary. In addition we

heard that a large number of members
from the South West Area had got
together to hold a bumper fun filled
‘Family Day’ that took place in glorious
summer sunshine.

Insight
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Band member Jonathan Yates
stunned the guests with his feat
of horn blowing, seemingly never
running out of breath as his last
note went on and on and on, phew!

all, the PGM Mike Wilks announced
arking the 150th anniversary of the
mpshire and the Isle of Wight.”

The Grand Ball, hailed by the
PGM in his address this year as a
magnificent event.
The main celebration for the province’s
150th anniversary centred around The
Grand Ball at Cowes Yacht Haven on
the Isle of Wight. With over 300 guests
attending, many of whom taking the
opportunity to extend their visit to enjoy
the glorious weather, the Ball very quickly
had the making of what was to become an
all weekend big friendly party!
Tickets for this eagerly anticipated event
were in great demand and sold out in
less than 8 hours – a record even by the
standards of this province. Paul Davis who
handled the booking process and table
planning for the Ball says “The province’s
web site squareevents.org has become
the preferred method for our members
to book into provincial events. With such
a popular occasion as The Grand Ball it
was invaluable in managing applications
from the large numbers wanting to attend.
I would just like to say thank you to those
who came along and supported the event,
they are what makes these provincial
events a success.

The decision to hold The Grand Ball
on the province’s ‘South Island’ (Isle of
Wight) was initiated towards the end of
the previous year. It was then, the two
organisers Ian Preece and Sean Whelan
made as they say, a cold Novembers day’s
ferry crossing to visit the Cowes Yacht
Haven to view it as a potential venue for
the main event. Looking back Sean says
“We had no doubts from the outset that
the occasion would be one of our most
challenging. However we both agreed that
with recruiting assistance from brethren on
the Island and with the help of the usual
team, Paul Davis and his wife Kate this
would work – the rest as they say is history!”

You could touch
the Atmosphere
Ian Preece adds “ Many will know that
not for the first time, the theme was ‘Last
Night of the Proms’ Led by the Royal

Marines Association Band (RMAB). The
Yacht Haven team was magnificent, the
facilities matched the sublime weather,
dinner was enjoyed to the RMAB and
followed by the explosion of noise from
confetti canons, singing, laughter and
flag-waving.
A great example of fun, friendship
and patriotism. You could touch the
atmosphere! Then the surprise to many…
The Post Horn Gallop. What a feat of
horn blowing. Mindboggling skill. It nearly
brought the house down.
We had a sparkling address from Mike
Wilks, Provincial Grand Master, who
presented bouquets to Sean Whelan’s
wife Caroline and Kate Davis for their
magnificent contributions to the day and
then declared ‘let the party begin’. Begin it
did with a full dance floor before Mike had
left the stage as MaxDiscos took him at
his word, and the floor never cleared until
closing time. What a night.”

Off to the lodge meeting...

Spinnaker Lodge ‘drops anchor’ for the Ball
and makes a weekend of it. See following page...
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Pontoon Party in full swing - spot the faces!

Spinnaker Lodge ‘drops anchor’ for
the Ball and makes a weekend of it.

S

pinnaker, the province’s
special interest sailing lodge,
made Cowes on the Isle of Wight
the destination for their June
weekend meeting.

The lodge has received special
dispensation from the province’s
Provincial Grand Master for members to
wear yachting blazers, chinos and deck
shoes during their lodge ceremonies and
dinners. Each year the lodge chooses
Cowes, the UK’s renowned centre of
yachting, for one of it’s ‘ports of call’
during their sailing season.
The main celebrations for the 150th
anniversary of the formation of The
Province of Hampshire and Isle of Wight
by the amalgamation of the former two
provinces this year coincidently was also
celebrated on the same weekend in June
by holding a spectacular Grand Ball at the
Cowes Yacht Haven.
The Yacht Haven has traditionally been
the focus of many famous shore side social
events during the annual ‘Cowes Week’
International yacht racing events. Spinnaker
lodge therefore was set fair for what was
to be a memorable summer’s weekend
enjoying the backdrop of Cowes with its
uniquely nautical atmosphere along with the
friendship and great fun of masonry.
Arriving by sea in a variety of craft
including the Red Funnel ferries, masons
attended a Saturday afternoon lodge
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Brian Durrant, the Editor’s
wife Dolores and Lyn Durrant
relax in style!

Photo: Ross Young

In traditional nautical celebration,
the Spinnaker members’ yachts
were dressed overall with flags

meeting at the Castle Road Masonic
Centre. The hillside Centre overlooking The
Royal Yacht Squadron, with impressive
views across the Solent busy with boats,
added to the whole experience.
Summing up the weekend Mike Slack,
Secretary of Spinnaker Lodge and owner
of the 52 foot motor yacht Lord Fyfe said:
“We were delighted with the number of
visitors to our lodge meeting. Some of
them were, of course, local Isle of Wight
masons, while others made the crossing
from the mainland on a wonderful summer
day. We also had visitors from other
provinces who likewise have a passion
for boating; they were able join us at
our meeting and then take part in the
evening’s celebratory Grand Ball.”
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A major programme to train and
attract volunteers to help lonely
and isolated older people is to go
ahead following a £29,800 grant
by masons to Brendoncare Clubs.
The £29,800 grant will help train
volunteers, who Brendoncare Clubs rely
on to help run their service. It will allow
them to confidently deliver an engaging
programme of activities for club members,
providing more fun and friendship for
those who attend.
Currently, 1,030 members attend
the 71 friendship and activity clubs
across Hampshire, with 217 volunteers
supporting them. Brendoncare Clubs
is now looking to attract more diverse
volunteers who can perhaps offer other
skills and are keen to work flexibly across
more than one club. It especially wants to
recruit volunteers who live close to clubs
and are able to build relationships in their
local community.
More than a million older people say they
always or often feel lonely. Not only does
this impact on their mental wellbeing, it can
also affect physical health. One study has
even compared the effects of loneliness
with those of smoking 15 cigarettes

Helping the lonely
a day. Brendoncare Clubs provides
opportunities for older people to develop
new friendships, enjoy a range of activities
and a reason to get out and about.
The grant comes through the Masonic
Charitable Foundation, which is funded by
freemasons, their families and friends,
Brendoncare’s Head of Clubs, Sam
Agnew, said: “We are very grateful to
the Hampshire and IOW Freemasons
for this very generous grant and,
through our dedicated volunteer training
programmes and volunteer forums, are
already beginning to see the impact this
contribution is having on our volunteering

Free
canopy

worth £995
with every
new Breeze
scooter*

teams across the county.”
Mike Wilks said: “I’m very pleased we’ve
been able to help Brendoncare Clubs,
which do really outstanding work with
older people in our community.

Whether it’s shopping, socialising,
travelling abroad or simply enjoying the
freedom of being able to get out and about
exactly when you want to, TGA scooters let
you enjoy life outdoors.
With state-of-the-art engineering, stylish
designs and high comfort levels, our
scooters really are second to none.
With TGA you can be as independent or
adventurous as you want to be.
Scooters for every need and budget,
all include:
■ A large and varied product range
■ Award-winning customer service
■ Clear, straightforward pricing with
no hidden costs or extras
■ Family owned, established for over
30 years
■ Caring, honest advice
*T&Cs apply. See website for details.

the outdoor adventure
To book your free no obligation home demo

FREEPHONE 0800 368 9983
For our full range visit www.tgamobility.co.uk
QUOTE: INSI1119
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One big family

Garden party raises £560 for the Stable
Family Home Trust and a further £500
was given to The Tom Langton Fund
which supports local charities.

The Stable Family Home Trust was presented
with a cheque for £560 following the South West
Area Summer Garden party which was held at
the charity’s site in Bisterne, near Ringwood.More
than 350 masons and their families attended the
event to celebrate the 150th anniversary of the
Province and Hampshire and the Isle of Wight.
The Stable Family Home Trust supports people
with learning disabilities and provides a range of
services. It is currently supporting more than 120
people.
South West area chairman Chris Lockwood
said: “It was a wonderful occasion and lovely to
see so many Masons and their families enjoying
themselves.
“There was lots and lots going on thanks to
the hard work of the organisers and we were also
able to raise some money for the wonderful Stable
Family Home Trust.”

(l-r) Mike Harrold, chair of the garden party committee,
Colin Waters CEO of the Stable Family Home Trust, Tracey
Hickford from the charity, Maclom Pantel and David Lowe
from the organising committee.

Shooting Stars

I

sle of Wight mason Dan Bishop (pictured left) was High Gun and
overall winner of this year’s International Masonic Clay Shooting
Competition. Larry Armitstead from the province’s NE area came 3rd
in the veteran’s class. Both are members of the Hampshire and Isle of
Wight Freemasons Clay Shooting Society (HIOWFCSS).

Earlier in the year Dan won the Individual Masonic High Gun award competing in the
15thNational Masonic Clay Shooting Society Championships held at the High Lodge
Shooting Ground at Hinton near Lowestoft. The Hampshire HIOWFCSS team
pictured below also achieved great success in the competition finishing 3rd in
what was a fierce competition that attracted over 200 entries.
From left to right: Katey Bishop, Dan Bishop, Larry Armitstead, Andy Dale and Matt Fullick
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More masons to learn crucial
lifesaving defib and CPR skills
F

ollowing their award of a £10,000 grant by The Masonic Charitable Trust, the Basingstoke and Alton
Cardiac Rehabilitation Centre invited the APMG Peter Vosser to visit them. The Centre provides supervised
exercise and health education to patients from across Hampshire and Surrey.
The APMG’s visit provided an insight
into the fantastic work carried out there,
culminating in members of the province’s
North East Area being invited to attend
a training evening on defibrillator and
CPR basic lifesaving skills. The aim was
to develop and certificate our members’
skills, and also to continue the support
given over the years by many local lodges.
The brethren who attended the course
were successful in gaining the confidence
and a good understanding on how to
respond in a situation requiring CPR or the
use of a defibrillator.
One of the attendees, Stuart Senior, has
a very personal connection to the centre,
as he suffered a number of serious cardiac
arrests when he was only 29. Part of his
rehabilitation and recovery was carried
out at the centre. Speaking to the editor

of Insight, Stuart smiles as he recalls his
first visit to the centre: “I looked so young
that the staff initially mistook me for a new
doctor!”
Stuart goes on to say “Having had
a heart attack at such a young age, I
was worried about my on-going health
but the staff were amazing. Their work
and wonderful care helped my recovery
enormously. During my recent year as
the Master of Whitehill Lodge I chose
the centre to be one of my nominated
charities and the lodge donated £1600.”
Peter Vosser is enthusiastic about the
benefits of attending the defib and CPR
courses and says “We are encouraging
our members to take part in this training
course and aim to have a certificated
person available in every one of the area’s
masonic centres.”

Stuart Senior, pictured left with his CPR basic
life saving skills certificate and Sandra Lecford
his course trainer along with Centre manager
Denise Ellis.
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Cheque

£53,600 DONATED

At Cowes on the Isle of Wight the Provincial Grand Master Mike Wilks
attended the event at which £41,200 out of a total of £53,600 was
presented. Numerous island dignitaries were also there.

£25,000 DONATED

Cheques totalling almost £25,000 were presented to more than
40 charities at Bordon. Lodges meeting there and at Alton and
Petersfield raised the money. Dignitaries who attended included
Cllr Derek Gardner Mayor of Alton and Cllr Anthony Williams,
chairman of East Hampshire District Council.

£30,000 DONATED

In Fareham, lodges meeting there and at Gosport presented just
over £30,000. The mayors of both towns attended and donations
ranged from £200 to £2,500

£30,000 DONATED

At the historic centre in Lymington, a hat-trick of mayors
representing Lymington, New Milton and Christchurch were at
the presentation evening at which a touch under £30,000 was
given to representatives of 44 charities and good causes.
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More than £300,000 was given to a wide
variety of charities and good causes at a
series of presentation evenings across the
province, from Bournemouth to Bordon
and from Cosham to Cowes.

The Freemasonry in the Community events have become
a fixture in the calendar over the last few years. Civic dignitaries
and representatives of the charities and good causes
attended the evenings that highlight the efforts made by
freemasons in their communities.
Hundreds of charities and good causes from national
organisations with a local presence, to tiny operations with
just one or two volunteers will benefit.

Insig
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£30,000 DONATED

Charities and good causes received £30,000 at the evening in
Bournemouth at which the new mayor, Cllr Susan Phillips, and
Assistant Provincial Grand Master Leon Whitfield, attended.
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e it out!

The donations come from the generosity of the members who
raise the money amongst themselves.
The good work that the recipients do for our communities is
also publicised at these events when representatives are able
to address those present to explain what they do.

Attending these events
is extremely humbling
Mike Wilks said: “Attending these events is extremely
humbling. Every year our lodges raise money for local charities
and good causes and this is on top of their regular giving.”

£51,204 was given away at a cheque presentation in Cosham,
Portsmouth. A great many charitable organisations will benefit from
the donations. The Lord Mayor of Portsmouth, Cllr David Fuller and
the Lady Mayoress, along with the Mayor of Havant Cllr Diana Patrick
supported the South East Area’s presentation evening.

£57,000 DONATED

ies

d

£52,000 DONATED

pounds

£

318,000

Hampshire & Isle of Wight
Freemasons

£10,000 DONATED

The Eastleigh Masonic Centre held its presentation evening just
before Christmas and £10,000 was presented. Among those
attending were Eastleigh mayor Cllr Bruce Tennent as well as the
Provincial Grand Master and his wife Kay.

Nearly 30 charities and good causes were presented with
cheques totalling more than £57,292 in Southampton. The money
was raised by lodges that meet at the city’s four centres and the
mayor of Southampton, Cllr Peter Baillie, along with the Deputy
Provincial Grand Master Jon Whitaker, and Assistant Provincial
Grand Master Jonathan Stainton-Ellis, attended.

£30,000 DONATED

Lodges meeting at Farnborough, Aldershot and Farnham
presented cheques totalling nearly £30,000. The event was
supported by local dignitaries including the Deputy Mayor and
the Deputy Leader of Rushmoor Borough Council.
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Provincial AGM 2019 -Highlights from the PGM’s address

I have been wearing a c
this province for the pas
during which period I h
so many dear friends…

The Provincial Grand Master’s
and moves the assembled bret
Mike WIlks

Brethren, this is an important meeting for our province, and particularly for those I have had the
privilege to honour this afternoon. This is very much their day; and on their behalf I thank you all
for attending in such numbers to support them.
I also thank our many guests, this meeting would not be the same without the support which we
receive from Provincial Grand Lodges across the country, and representatives from Grand Lodge,
and Metropolitan Grand Lodge.
I have been wearing a chain in this province, and therefore in other provinces, for the past 21 years
during which period I have made so many dear friends many of whom we welcome here today.
I thank them all for attending; and for their hospitality and friendship which we have enjoyed over
the years.
I also thank the Most Excellent Grand
Superintendent and his team from the
Royal Arch, and the Heads of Masonic
Orders in the Province who are so
supportive of our Craft Province. I am so
pleased that the Heads of Orders take
part in our annual lecture for Charity. The
beneficiary charity this year was Prostate
Cancer UK nominated by the Royal
Arch mason’s, Most Excellent Grand
Superintendent. Next year it will be the
turn of the head of of our province’s Mark
masons to nominate his charity.

I pay tribute to those brethren I
have honoured this afternoon.
Some have been honoured for the first
time; others will have been promoted for
their continuing service to their lodge, to
their Area, to our Province. Our process
for deciding on appointments and
promotions is very robust and so I can say
that every honour this afternoon has been
fully justified – not just well earned.
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In many respects our province is unique
having been divided into 6 geographical
areas each with a full executive team
under the direction of an Area Assistant
Provincial Grand Master. This has given

opportunities to so many brethren to get
involved in management. Curiously, it has
made the province smaller! The brethren
involved in the Areas are able to become
much better known to those at the centre
of the province.
Therefore when our appointments
committee sits, whether for grand or
provincial appointments, the brethren
being considered will be known to those
on the committee. Consequently, you can
all be proud of your appointment
I promoted our Area Vice Chairmen en
masse to (PPSGW) Past Provincial Senior
Grand Warden, the office is of great
importance and the rank recognises that
such is the case.

Many of our lodges have embraced
the ‘Members Pathway’ to very
good effect. In short, it works.
The focus is on Recruitment, Retention,
Retrieval – effectively, the future. We have
to start with the premise that lodges, by
which I mean members of lodges, will
dearly want their lodge to have a future.
That raises a number of questions.
What do we want for the future of our
lodge? It may be to increase numbers,

to increase attendance, to ensure that
all meetings are enjoyable for all. That
member’s enjoy their freemasonry without
the pressure that sometimes arises
because of an obsession with the ritual, or
with outdated practices. That all members
are looked after and that every member is
and feels included. Hopefully all of these
things.
Inevitably, as sure as night follows day,
this requires planning, which brings us
back to the ‘Members Pathway’. Indeed,
to the five-year plan which we introduced
very successfully in this province many
years ago. The plan needs to involve all
members. It must be dynamic – reviewed
on an annual or more frequent basis.
This is the ‘Members Pathway’. The first
three words of step 1 – Call a meeting…
Read on … involving all members. Some
brethren seem to think that the plan, or
implementation of the ‘Pathway’, is the
preserve of the senior members of the
lodge, or the senior lodge officers.
No one should be excluded from the
planning process – and each is equally
entitled to contribute. Young men will have
as good an idea as anyone how best to
shape the future.
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chain in
st 21 years
have made

s address touches
thren
Over the past 9 years, the number
of our brethren under 40 has
increased by 37%
We need to listen to these young men who
in the main are enthusiastic and keen to
bring their young friends into the Craft.
The influence of young brethren, or
perhaps older brethren who are young
at heart, has taken us into the realms of
technology which a few years ago were
foreign to most of us. Facebook, Twitter,
Instagram, and WhatsApp are being used
increasingly.
Each Area has a group of brethren
formed to support lodges with low
attendance numbers and the use of
WhatsApp enables members of these
groups to keep in touch with each other.
Likewise, our brethren are turning to
‘TeamApp’ in increasing numbers – our
Provincial TeamApp gives access to a
whole range of information instantly and
on mobile devices – from the Book of
Constitutions to our provincial publications;
our provincial web site, and Solomon.

Unquestionably we have moved
into the modern age and our
lodges are benefitting as a result.
Those which are not do not have to look
very far to know why. The province, through
a number of initiatives, Grand Lodge
through its Strategy for 2015-2020 including
the ‘Members Pathway’, have pointed out
the way. Lodges which are struggling have
failed to see the light. Or at least some of
their members who are exercising undue
influence over the lodge, have failed to see
the light. Those brethren should look at
what is happening in other lodges, those
which are experiencing growth, some for
the first time for a generation, and learn the
lessons which are there for all to see.

Many of us are passionate about
our freemasonry which is perhaps
a more intense form of caring.
Problems arise when that passion
becomes an obsession and once a brother
crosses that rubicon, he will not realise that
he has himself changed. He has forgotten
the basics. He still has the very best of
intentions and continues to love the Craft,
but his obsession with the past would
have us adhere to outdated practices
regardless of the impact on the brethren
or indeed freemasonry. The time of tyling,
weekly rehearsals, a requirement for
lodge officers to show proficiency in ritual
before progressing, concern about double
ceremonies, opposing inviting lodge VO’s
to GP meetings, the list goes on.
It is for others to recognise the
obsession, to deal with it sympathetically,
and ensure that adverse influences do not
prevail to the detriment of the lodge or its
members.

If I have one sadness, it is the
number of resignations which are
stubbornly remaining far higher
than we would wish.
We have had some success in dealing
with this – the electronic attendance register,
now being used by most lodges identifies
potential resignations; it provides the
information, but inevitably must be followed
by pro-active action by the lodge members.
In many lodges the Lodge Mentor and
Lodge Membership Officer are working
together to re-engage brethren who are
serial non-attenders, with good effect.
We use the term Mentor to indicate
guidance which should be given to all new
members. The reality is that the same level
of mentoring should be available to those
brethren who have not attended lodge
for some time. These brethren are still
members, they pay their subscription, and
lodges have a duty to care for them.

The enthusiasm amongst our
members generally has led to the
formation of a number of special
interest Lodges
The most recent Consecration being that
of Vectis Services Lodge on the Island.
I understand that I will soon be asked to
sign a petition for another special interest
lodge – a Country Sports Lodge which
will be the tenth special interest Lodge
which we have consecrated in the past
ten years.

We have re-formed our Marketing
Committee
They will be proactive in promoting the
Craft to the outside world in conjunction
with our Freemasonry in the Community
team.
An important part of the FITC initiative is
our Charity Presentation Evenings which
have been embraced very successfully
by all Areas and are routinely attended
by many local civic dignitaries for some
of whom attending these events is their
first experience of freemasonry. I thank
the brethren involved in managing these
occasions which give non-masons a real
insight into freemasonry and its position in
the community.
Accordingly our Cathedral service, being
one of the events to mark and celebrate
the 150th anniversary of the amalgamation
of the Province of Hampshire and the
Province of Isle of Wight, was supported
by the Lord Lieutenant of Hampshire,
the Lord Lieutenant of the Isle of Wight,
both High Sheriffs, Lords Mayor, Mayors,
and other civic dignitaries across the
province, and the CEOs of many national
and local charities. A great celebration at
Winchester Cathedral.

Our celebration of the 150th
anniversary continued to its climax
at Cowes Yacht Haven on the Isle
of Wight
We dined in grand style prior to a “Last
Night of the Proms” supported by the
Royal Marine Association Band leading
to a great party until midnight. I thank all
those involved in this magnificent event
– and of course one of our newer lodge’
Spinnaker for their involvement, holding a
lodge meeting in Cowes on the morning
of the event and organising a party on the
pontoon following their meeting – a great
prelude to what was to follow.

Brethren, it is a
privilege to preside
over our great province
and to have the
responsibility for taking
the province forward
in an increasingly
uncertain world.
Mike Wilks, Provincial Grand Master
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The Queen
tells Aldershot
mason to
keep up the
good work

R

odney Robbins is an
enthusiastic member of
Aldershot’s Waller Rodwell Wright
Lodge and a keen and active
supporter of local charities.
Working as a night shift manager at
Basingstoke’s Sainsburys Distribution
Depot. Rodney was invited to attend an
event during this Spring that was part
of the company’s 150th year birthday
celebrations. Hosted by Lord and Lady
Sainsbury the event recognised their
company’s employees who had gone the
extra mile to volunteer their services to the
local community and local charities.

Rodney Robbins, pictured with other
Sainsburys employees meeting the Queen
Photo courtesy of Sainsbury’s

Rodney says “A week before the event
I was told that the Queen had accepted
an invitation to attend this special event.
I received instructions on Royal protocol
and was duly told that I would be one of
those recognised for their fund raising who
would be introduced to the Queen.
The day itself was a truly humbling
experience! To see the street lined with well
wishers and to actually meet and speak to
the Queen was a very great honour. The

Queen asked what activities I’m involved in
for charitable causes. It was her response
that I shall never forget ‘Rodney, it’s people
like you that make the difference to they
lives of so many people, please keep up
the good work.’ She made my day!”
Rodney continues “I play a big part
in supporting our local charities. Every
year the Basingstoke Sainsburys Depot
nominates a charity that we support.”

Sean’s charity bike ride clocks up over £5,000

Sean adds “My Father passed away
in 2003 when this treatment was not
available so you can imagine my concern
when Bob told me he had melanoma.
However thanks to the immunology, within
2 years Bob is cancer free.
We started our ride from Crystal Palace
but the next day cycling through Northern
France was the hottest day on record with
temperatures reaching the 50’s! It was
an incredible heat. Then on the day we
arrived in Paris there was thunder, heavy
rain and wind. The ride had literally thrown
everything at us. I had burnt 27,000
calories cycling for those 336 miles!”

Taking part for a second year in cycling
from London to Paris, Sean Whelan
raised over £5000 for the Southampton
University cancer immunology unit.
The gruelling challenge involved cycling
some 336 miles during some of the hottest
days of the summer. In total 97 cyclists
competed raising well over £90,000 for
their chosen charities.
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Sean says “My father in law Bob

Hookway, a member of Lodge of Hope,
was diagnosed with malignant melanoma,
a type of skin cancer.”
Novice cyclist Sean Whelan decided
to take on the challenge because
immunotherapy, a newly developed
cancer treatment that works on the
immune system as an alternative to
chemotherapy or radiotherapy, had helped
to successfully treat his father in law.

Sean is keen to thank everyone and
says “I am overwhelmed by the messages
that I received from friends and well
wishers. I’m very proud to be a freemason
with such wonderful support by so many
brethren.”
Professor Tim Elliott, Director at the
Centre for Cancer Immunology says
“Our centre relies heavily on people like
Sean to raise funds to support the on
going success of the centre.”
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Back to his
lodge after
almost 40 years
W

aller Rodwell Wright for many years The
Provincial Grand Master of Malta, Gozo
and the Mediterranean is back with the lodge
that is named after him, well at least a portrait
of him is back!

This original life sized portrait is attributed to Charles
Allingham, a British painter working in Malta during the
early 1800’s. The portrait was commissioned to Mark the
foundation of the Lodge of St John and St Paul. In the
painting Waller Rodwell Wright is seen wearing the collar
of a Provincial Grand Master and the distinctive jewel of
the Prince of Wales Lodge. He is holding a folio copy of the
Book of Constitutions.
Portrait of Waller Rodwell Wright circa 1818

In December 2018 members of the
now Aldershot based Waller Rodwell
Wright Lodge along with their wives
made a visit to Malta. During their stay
the lodge members were able to attend
an Installation meeting of the St John and
St Paul Lodge. It was a rather unusual
meeting in that the Worshipful Master
installed his father who for the first time
took the ‘The Chair of King Solomon’ as
Worshipful Master of the lodge.
One of the visitors, John Perry, says “It
was a great evening, we were made most
welcome, by the number of young masons
in the lodge, freemasonry is thriving in
Malta
Before this Installation meeting our
Worshipful Master, Nigel Edwards and
I accompanied by our wives Jennifer
and Penny, were given a guided tour
of the English Masonic Hall by Dr Larry
Porter, the Grand Inspector, which was
a fascinating insight into Freemasonry in
Malta. During this visit we were shown the
life size portrait of Waller Rodwell Wright,
which hangs in the lodge dining room.”
John says on viewing this painting
“Penny and I requested a copy to be
made for our Lodge, so that the ‘great
man’ could watch over us and with the
terrific help of the Grand Inspector Dr
Larry Porter, this has been achieved.”

In April this year, after 40 years
absence in the lodge Waller
Rodwell Wright’s presence made
a return.
Presenting the copy of the original
portrait to the Worshipful Master Nigel
Edwards, John Perry said “It is with great
pleasure that I present this copy of Waller
Rodwell Wright’s portrait in memory of my
late father Arthur Perry a former Master of
this lodge and hope you will accept it on
behalf of the lodge for future generations
of masons to see.”

John Perry (Left) presents a copy of the
portrait to the lodge WM Nigel Edwards.

Waller Rodwell Wright Lodge founded in Malta and why it’s now
based in Aldershot.
Waller Rodwell Wright Lodge was Consecrated in 1899 by R.W. Bro. Lieutenant
General Sir John Fletcher Owen, KCB, Royal Artillery, District Grand Master.
The lodge was active and continued to thrive throughout the World Wars. Masonry on
the island continued during that time even though the bombing wrecked the masonic
hall and the subsequent temporary hall during the Second World War, necessitating
meetings to be held in the Crypt of St Pauls Anglican Cathedral in Valetta.
In 1971, the announcement came that there was to be a complete withdrawal of
British Forces from Malta. In 1972 a considerable number of Royal Air Force, Army
and Navy personnel left the island, and with them went a great many freemasons.
Consequently, the lodge struggled with membership and recruitment and in 1980 the
lodge transferred to the UK, where under dispensation the lodge met in Aldershot.
In 1984, a proposition was accepted for the permanent removal of the lodge from
Malta to the Province of Hampshire and Isle of Wight, with effect from 1 January 1985.
The lodge has now become fully integrated into the Aldershot Masonic Centre.
Taken from a history updated by Leroy Harris and Brian Crane in 2016.
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T

he chief executive of the
national charity Lifelites visited
the Sammy Miller Motor Museum
in New Milton during her drive
around England and Wales in just
15 days. Simone Enefer-Doy was
supported on her 3,000 mile trip
by freemasons who drove the
weird and wonderful vehicles that
transported her.

Wacky Races visits
New Milton

At the museum Simone was presented
with a cheque for £7,000 by The
Elizabethan Lodge which meets in
Christchurch. Members raised the money
by performing as freemasons would have

done in 1717.
Lifelites donates life-changing
Inset photo: Rohan Goodall from
Elizabethan Lodge presents a
technology for children in hospices
cheque to Simone Enefer-Day,
across the British Isles – including
Chief executive of Lifelites, at the
Sammy Miller Motor Museum
those in Hampshire. Simone visited 48
landmarks across England, Wales and the
Crown We
Dependencies
during
her ‘Lift
for to outsource
ourselves
incredibly
lucky to have such
provide a cost
effective
solution
your
IT
Lifelites
returns’
and
has
raised
more
wonderful
supporters, and we can’t thank
requirements offering a wide rangethan
of services,
each tailored
£50,000.
them enough for coming out to support
to meet the specific needs of your business.
She said afterwards: “We count
‘Lift’ for Lifelites returns. To everyone who
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Please contact us today to find out how we can help improve the
efficiency of your business, reduce costs and increase productivity.
Call us on: 02393 162777 or email: info@cdilimited.co.uk
www.cdilimited.co.uk

made a donation, organised transport,
secured landmarks, or even just came by
to say hello, we are so grateful and we
couldn’t have done it without you.

We provide a cost effective solution to outsource your IT
requirements offering a wide range of services, each tailored
to meet the specific needs of your business.
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We provide a cost effective solution to outsource yourPlease
IT contact us today to find out how we can help improve the
efficiency of your business, reduce costs and increase productivity.
uirements offering a wide range of services, each tailored
Call us on: 02393 162777 or email: info@cdilimited.co.uk
www.cdilimited.co.uk
to meet the specific needs of your business.
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Cheque mates

(l-r) David Gosney,
Alan Berman,
Jack Bacon from
Prostate Cancer
UK, Steve Allum
and Dave Wood

Chapter helping
chaps
Hampshire and Isle of Wight Masons
in the Royal Arch degree – known as
Chapter - raised more than £60,000 for
Prostate Cancer UK in a single year.
The final amount of £60,375 was
announced at the Royal Arch provincial
meeting in June – but since then the
total has risen to £63,770. Among the
fundraising events was a charity walk
leaving from Botley and around River
Hamble Country Park. Those involved
raised just over £4,000.

“The donations just
came in as most
men relate to it.”

Putting their best foot forward – Royal Arch
masons before their sponsored walk

Alan Berman

Alan Berman, who heads the Royal
Arch Masons in Hampshire and the Isle
of Wight, said: “We decided to raise
money for Prostate Cancer UK because
we had raised money for nearly every
hospice in the province and wanted
another charity. We had hoped to
raise £40,000, but the response was
phenomenal. The donations just came in
as most men relate to it.
Prostate cancer is something that one
in eight men will get at some point in their
lives and the charity is working hard to
find a cure.”

Thanksgiving

Another hugely successful event that highlighted the fellowship of Masons was a
thanksgiving service organised by Alan Berman at Portsmouth Synagogue.
It was attended by around 250 people and included the heads and representatives
of other bodies and those from many faiths.
Alan said: “We had events at the
synagogue in 2000 and 2008 and it was
time for another one. It was wonderful
to see those from all denominations
there for the common purpose of
thanksgiving”.
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T

he cricket summer was a
thriller with England’s extra
time win in the world cup final,
the nerve-wracking Ashes
series – and the ‘Alton Victorian
Charity Cricket Match’.
Members from all the five masonic
lodges in Alton;
Shalden, Amery,
Aultoun, Camelot and
Holybourne, came
together to take part
in this year’s game
held on The Butts in
the town. It was the
fourth consecutive
year that Alton Masons
have participated in
the event. All proceeds
raised by the Alton
Victorian Charity
Cricket Match were
this year donated to
the Alton Counselling
Services (ACS).

Hats off
to Alton
masons

cheque for £1,000 to the charity. Over the
last four years the team have donated over
£4,000 to the Alton Victorian Charity Cricket
Committee which selects the charity.
Rules of the tournament require all
teams to have at least one lady and to
play in Victorian attire - and this year
the team dressed in a Barber Shop
theme wearing red braces and bow
ties, accompanied
with straw boaters.
After each innings the
team serenaded the
opposition off the field
with a traditional Barber
Shop song!
Despite a superb
performance by the
Alton Masons and
winning the first of
their two matches they
fell a few runs short
of making the final.
The team did however
retain ‘THE AIM CUP’
for best-dressed team,
presented by the
Town Mayor of Alton,
Councillor Graham
Titterington.

This year through
generous donations
by all lodges the team
was able to present a

KK

Kingsbury
Kitchens & Bathrooms

A new kitchen & bathroom
design & installation showroom
www.kingsbury-kitchens.co.uk
or call 01425 837300 / 07722 466958

Manor Hatch, 63 Southampton Road, Ringwood, Hampshire. BH24 1HE
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Mon - Fri 09:00 - 17:00

Sat 10:00 - 16:00
17/10/2018 13:30
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Why I became a Freemason
Following great interest, especially from
many Service personnel, in our last piece
featuring British Army Photographer
Steve Blake and why he enjoys his
freemasonry…

Freemasonry is a valuable
constant in a world of
uncertainty and change.

Insight

Sub-Lieutenant Sam Williams RN

In this issue, it’s the turn of Sam
Williams a young mason serving
in the Senior Service who says:

It’s a great
opportunity to meet
men of a similar
mind set from every
possible background
– that’s what
makes Masonry
so rewarding.
Sam joined Southampton University
Lodge at 19 after messaging their
Facebook page. He says “My entrance
into freemasonry stemmed from a
variety of different events which piqued
my interest. My proposer Eddy Kirk is
now one of my closest friends and in
meeting with him and my seconder Moore
McCusker I found two men who were
ambassadors for the characteristics of
a good freemason. Both are very active
members of my University lodge.”
Sam adds “ Some years earlier as
a young adult my Air Cadet Unit had
received funding from a local lodge back
home in Essex.” Explaining further, Sam
says “At the time I didn’t appreciate
what freemasonry was or the extent of
freemasonry’s charitable endeavours. I
have since visited the lodge that donated
the money and thanked them for their role
in me becoming a mason.”
Likewise, during my visit to Freemasons’
Hall in Great Queen Street at around 16
years old with my Mum, at the end of a
tour of duty, I remember my Mum saying
to me ‘I can see you doing something like
this when you’re older’… mothers know
best!
My Mum has been incredibly supportive
of my freemasonry and when I was deployed
over a Christmas, the lodge almoners were
able to contact her and check that she
was doing okay. That for me was a really
special moment and demonstrated what
freemasonry is all about.”

he maintains freemasonry is a constant in
Sam explains that as a student,
a world of uncertainty and change. It’s an
freemasonry gave him an opportunity to
opportunity to put his phone away for a
meet like minded people from outside
few hours and meet with brethren in the
his university ‘bubble’ meaning that time
lodge room away from distractions of the
at his university was more rounded by
modern world.
his interactions
with people from
Although not able
all backgrounds.
to attend every lodge
Recalling fondly
meeting, when he
the night he came
is back and able
into masonry
to attend he feels
“I distinctively
as if he has never
remember after I
gone away and
was initiated being
emphasises that this
sat between a
applies to both his
My mum is incredibly
Clergyman and a
‘mother’ University
road sweeper at the
Lodge or the Navy
supportive of my
festive board and
Lodge which not
freemasonry.
having interesting
surpisingly he has
and satisfying
recently joined.
conversations
Sam concludes
Togerther during his mum’s visit on-board
with them both,
“Some
of my
his previous ship HMS Diamond
that is for me what
greatest friends are
freemasonry can
in the lodge and I
offer everyone. It’s a great opportunity to
enjoy meeting with them out of the lodge
meet men of a similar mind set from every
setting as well. It’s particularly nice that as
possible background and that is what
we all develop relationships, get married
makes masonry so rewarding.”
etc we are able to support each other
through these big steps.”
As serving a member of the Royal Navy,
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Amity Clubs and Social Circles
– Providing an essential service

N

eil Morse, the province’s
Almoner, has recently
announced plans to re-launch
one of the Amity Clubs. Based at
Totton Masonic Centre the first
meeting of the ‘new’ Waterside
Friendship Circle is scheduled
for December when it will host a
celebratory and suitably festive
Christmas lunch for its new
members and visitors.

Jeff Godsall the South East Area Almoner
and Jerry Board both of Beech Lodge
in Southampton are the driving force
in getting the Totton based club going
again. Jeff says “We are going to strongly
promote the club. The Christmas meeting
scheduled for December 20th is ideal for
an inaugural celebration and we hope to
have a full house.”

Totton bridges the gap
between our clubs
Speaking about the important need for
these type of clubs, Neil said: “For more
than 10 years the province has been
operating clubs with the aim of helping to
reduce isolation and loneliness amongst its
members, their families and dependents.
I am delighted that we will soon
have a renewed presence
at Totton as it bridges the
gap between our clubs
in Bournemouth and
Botley and provides more
opportunities for those living
in the area.

The topics of isolation and loneliness
have become so important in recent years
that a government minister now has the
task of assessing the country’s needs.
The minister will put forward proposals
for local authorities and organisations to
implement schemes to help in the fight
against these conditions which can have
a profound effect on both mental and
physical well-being.”
There are almost a dozen amity clubs
across the province with the majority of
the clubs having operated for 10 years or
more. They were established to provide
a meeting environment for members who
are no longer able to attend their lodges,
as well as for any spouses or partners
of a member who are alone and want
additional support to get out and about.

There is one club for
lady members only
Operated by volunteers the clubs are
free to join, though there are small charges
for refreshments and lunches. The clubs
meet on a variety of dates with regular
monthly or even weekly meetings and
there is one club for lady members only.
Neil adds: “Our clubs use social media
for keeping in touch and publicising what
they are up to. An important aspect is the

variety of their schedules so that any
particular person can attend more than
one club should they wish. He continues.
“All our clubs are self-sufficient. An
initial grant from the Provincial Masonic
Charitable Trust is provided to get the
club ‘off the ground’ and very occasionally
some additional funding may be made
available to cover special events.”
Typical club activities include coffee
mornings with selected speakers on
topics and events covering first aid, home
safety, telephone scam awareness and
inter club quizzes. A number of the clubs
organise annual weeklong holidays for
their members. Day trips often include
garden centres, places such as Exbury
Gardens and even Grand Lodge! There
are day cruises on the Solent and inland
waterways.
Neil explains: “Some of our clubs have
members and families who live outside
of the province. In a number of cases
we have worked with other provinces to
arrange reciprocal introductions to enable
the family connection to remain. With
many masons retiring to our province,
we see this as a natural progression in
reaching out to the wider community and
furthering the aim of helping to reduce
Isolation and loneliness.
Our clubs provide an essential service
to our fraternity and its wider family, but
they can only do this with the support of
our volunteers. Our heartfelt thanks to
them for all they have done and continue
to do in support of the scheme.
Contact details for our clubs can be found
on page 26. Our club programmes will
soon be available on the welfare section
of our provincial website.”

Neil Morse, Provincial Grand
Almoner pictured right with his
predecessor Malcolm Childs
who is now the Deputy to the
Provincial Grand Almoner.
Malcolm who played a key role
the creation of the province’s
Amity Clubs remains totally
involved in their operation.
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The cycle of life

You are my grandson
and now my Brother

PGM’s grandson initiated into
Southampton’s Lodge of Chivalry

M

ike Wilks, PGM and leader
of almost 9,000 freemasons
in Hampshire and Isle of Wight,
says: “When my grandson Kyle
told me he wanted to become a
freemason, I decided he should
follow the same course as any
other young man wishing to join
the Craft. I referred him to his local
membership team.”
Commenting, Neil Ratcliffe explains what
happened next. “In my capacity as South
Central Area Vice Chairman responsible
for Albion Place Centre in Southampton,
the PGM approached me about his

We met again and the conversation resulted
in 2 lodges being of real interest. A chance
remark made Kyle realise he knew a member
of the Lodge of Chivalry which helped him
make the decision to join that one.

He was treated in the
same way as any other
prospective member

Neil Radcliffe
Area Vice Chairman, Albion Place.

Kyle was introduced to the Lodge
Membership Committee and then
formally interviewed. I am sure that many
would expect the PGM’s grandson to be
guaranteed membership, but to be fair
to Kyle and the lodge, he was treated in

Moto Cross, racing pit bikes, club racing
and national competition racing on a
1000cc motorcycle. More recently we
formed a company with his younger
brother and acquired a bar and restaurant
in Southampton.”

We were jet-skiing together
before he was two
Kyle said: “Having seen over the years how
much my grandad has enjoyed being a part
of freemasonry, and how many great friends
he has made, I’m excited to start my own
journey. Everyone I have met so far couldn’t
have been supportive and welcoming.”

Kyle pictured 3rd from the left with his granddad, the lodge’s Master,
Richard Green and guests who attended his initiation.

grandson becoming a freemason. This in
itself was a surprise, as you would expect
the PGM to have very clear ideas about
which lodge his grandson would join.
However, he was clear that he wanted
Kyle to experience the same journey as
the rest of us and the reason he was
speaking to me was because Kyle lived
and worked in central Southampton and
wanted to join an Albion Place Lodge.”
At our second meeting we discussed
Kyle’s work commitments, when he
was available and what he was hoping
to get from becoming a member of the
Craft. I took his criteria to Andy Fuller the
Membership Officer for Albion Place who
has created profiles on all of the lodges
that meet at Albion Place. Of these 6 were
best suited for Kyle and the profiles were
emailed to him for consideration.
I told Kyle to take his time and get back to
me when he was ready to take things further.

the same way as any other prospective
member and he was just as nervous as
any other when attending his interview.”
Having successfully met the lodge’s
membership criteria, Kyle was initiated into
the Lodge of Chivalry at their September
meeting. During his ceremony of becoming
a freemason Kyle’s granddad took the
role of the Junior Deacon escorting and
tenderly guiding Kyle throughout. “You
are my grandson and now my Brother…”
There was palpable emotion in the lodge
room as, with those words, the head of
the province began investing Kyle with his
Entered Apprentice apron.
Mike admits to always having had a
close relationship with his grandson and
says “ We were jet skiing together before
he was 2. I put him on his first motorcycle
at the age of 3 and trained him to ride the
bike in our paddock.
Since then I have supported him at

Kyle’s present to his Grandad on his 65th birthday was
an unexpected ride as his pillion passenger around
Brands Hatch GP circuit. The ride led to the famous
surprise visits by the PGM to lodges being known as
‘Ninja visits’.

Neil adds: “On a personal level I was
very proud to be involved in bringing Kyle
into freemasonry. Regardless of him being
the PGM’s grandson, he is a very driven
and capable young man without a hint of
arrogance or self-awareness. I have no
doubt he will be a great asset to the Craft
and in turn he will find being a member
enjoyable and rewarding.”
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Photo L-R:
Francesco Grande,
Chloe Kitching HIOWAA
Volunteer and Evie Wragg
HIOWAA Community
Campaign Fund Raiser

The Air Ambulance say
a huge thank you to the
Widows Sons Masonic Bikers
E

their regular meetings and
arlier this year
to admit another biking
biker freemasons
enthusiast into freemasonry
from across Europe
and their lodge.
were in attendance
The motorcyclist lodge
at the Widows Sons
is one of nine special
interest lodges created and
Southern Chapter’s
consecrated during the
annual gathering.
Newcomer Darren Burkhill (wearing the white apron) photographed with members of the
PGM’s tenure as head of
Hampshire and Isle of Wight Motorcyclists Lodge along with the PGM, members of the
Based at a campsite in Widows Sons MBA and other visitors after his initiation ceremony.
the province. The other new
the village of Fair Oak
specialist lodges include
The Provincial Grand Master Mike Wilks
near Southampton, the bikers and
those dedicated to football, sailing, rugby
is a founder member of the Widows Sons
and aviation.
their families enjoyed a weekend
Southern Chapter, and riding his 1000cc
President for the Widows Sons MBA
Kawaski he joined them on the Saturday
of varied activities including a visit
Southern
Chapter, Francesco Grande,
morning
and
led
a
‘ride
out’
of
dozens
of
to the Bombay Sapphire Distillery,
who organised the rally, explained: “We
masons. The cavalcade of bikes made for
which was interestingly described
invited the Hampshire and Isle of Wight
the Purbrook Centre to join other masons
on the weekend’s programme as a and members of the Hampshire and Isle
Air Ambulance to come along and give
‘Self discovery experience’.
of Wight Motorcyclists Lodge for one of
us a presentation which gave us all a

The cavalcade of bikers made for the
Purbrook Masonic Centre...
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raised £1,759.41, during our weekend
rally. The Widows Sons raised a further
£714.85 making a total of £2,474.06.
“Together with proceeds from the ‘Iron
Butt’ 24hr ride held the following weekend
and other donations from our funds the
Widows Sons Southern Chapter donated
an incredible £8,000 to the Hampshire and
Isle of Wight Air Ambulance.”

deeper insight into the invaluable service
it delivers. Some 15% of all their missions
are due to serious road traffic accidents.
As you will appreciate this particular
statistic means a lot to us as bikers.
We know that fundraising events, such
as ours, are crucial in keeping the air
ambulance operational.”
Reflecting, Francesco said: “Over a year
ago myself and two other Widows Sons
were riding our bikes on an epic journey of
1,000 miles to get to the annual rally of the
masonic bikers in Denmark. We had never
been there before and we didn’t know any
of the Danish brethren. We made the bike
ride in just 24 hours, stopping only to refill
the tank and eat a quick sandwich!
“On our arrival we were greeted as
you greet your own brother. We left
Winchester at 5pm on a Thursday and
arrived at Toreby in Denmark, 930 miles
and 24 hours later on the Friday evening.
We were the only biker freemasons from
the UK and during the weekend we
represented the Widows Sons.
“During those few hours an incredible
brotherly bond between UK and Denmark
was formed. We had had the opportunity

to tell the Danish brethren about the
Widows Sons, how we operate and the
great successes we achieve with our
charitable initiatives. Of course banter and
laughter were not left out!
“I explained that my chapter of Widows
Sons were organising a similar rally in
England and invited the
Danish brethren to attend.
Having myself made the
journey to Denmark I knew
it was a difficult offer for
them to accept. I couldn’t
believe my ears when
they gave me a positive
answer. I told them that
if they attended our rally
in May I would shave off
my beard. Then, quick
as lightning, one of my companions
immediately escalated my offer and said
that if they came I would dye my beard
with a different colour for each one of them
coming. Suddenly I had nine Danish bikers
subscribing for our rally.
“This is how I ended up dyeing my beard
and raising money for the air ambulance.
“For my beard dyeing and shaving I

HIOWAA Chief Executive, Alex
Lochrane, who attended at the bikers’
Saturday dinner, said: “We are extremely
grateful to the Widows Sons Southern
Chapter for continuing to champion our
service. Their generous donation will make
a big difference to us and ensures we can
continue to save lives in our community.
We want to say a huge thank you to all
involved in arranging this event and those
who attended throughout the weekend.”
The strawberry hats… are you
wondering why so many bikers are
wearing strawberry hats?
This is something
Francesco brought back
from Denmark. The
masonic bikers there
sell the hats to finance a
special institute in their
country for children with
alimentary disorders. Along
with his two biking travel
companions, Francesco
took this idea and
introduced it to the Widows Sons. They
are now selling the hats with the proceeds
going to Lifelites – a charity that donates
life-changing technology for children in
hospices across the British Isles including
in Hampshire.
If you would like to purchase one of the
strawberry hats please email Francesco
at wsmba.southern@uponthelevel.co.uk they are £24 each including P&P.
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When masons touch the heart
A

number of local lodges have
funded the purchase of four
new reclining chairs for patients
being treated at the cardiology
department at the Royal
Bournemouth Hospital.

The donations amounted to £2,600 and
allowed for the purchase of the specialist
reclining chairs.

These chairs will really help our
Cardiology patients with their recovery
and management of their symptoms when
visiting the hospital.”
Sara Armstrong, Senior Community
Fundraiser for Bournemouth Hospital Charity
said: “We are so grateful to all of the lodges
for their generous donations and their
continued support for our projects. It was
really meaningful for us to invite members of

the lodges to see what their donations have
purchased and to hear how the chairs will
benefit patients at our hospital.”
Bournemouth mason Bob Sawant,
master of St Michael’s Lodge said: “It was
a pleasure to help. When the appeal came
through lots of lodges made donations.
We all know how important the hospital
is for all of us in the community and what
wonderful work it does.”

We originally asked for two
chairs, but due to the kind
and generous donations from
the lodges, we were able to
provide four for our department
Margaret Campbell, Senior Therapy
Assistant said: “I saw the need for reclining
chairs, as we advise patients to sit with
their legs elevated due to their conditions,
and we could not enable them to do this
until now. We originally asked for two
chairs, but due to the kind and generous
donations from the lodges, we were able
to provide four for our department.

Standing (l-r) Debbie Anderson from the hospital, Ian Loder, Jim Neil, Bob Sawant,
Peter Males, John Read, Anthony Duffin, Alan Davies
Seating (l-r) Lorenzo Maraspin, Maggie Campbell from the hospital, Grahame Mollet

Provincial Clubs

Insight

Around the Province of Hampshire and Isle of Wight we have many clubs to
help bring together our extended family of members and lodge widows.
To find details of events near you, please contact your nearest club.

Your window into Hampshire
& Isle of Wight Freemasonry

Aldershot and Farnborough - Concord Club	Contact: Alan Babister

01252 683113

Alton, Bordon and Petersfield - Watercress Club 	Contact: David Pennell

01420 473107

Botley and Woolston - Rendezvous Club	Contact: Gino Fanti

01489 783612

Bournemouth - Knole Club	Contact: Ken Iball

01202 890241

Chandlers Ford - Amity Circle	Contact: Malcom Collier

07736 775681

Cosham and Portsmouth - Capstan Club	Contact: Malcolm Childs

023 9225 7244

Fareham - Chatterbox Club	Contact: Kay Usher

01329 845521

Gosport - Banter Club	Contact: Geoff O’Neill

02393 113534

Isle of Wight - Compass Group	Contact: Peter Cattle

01983 524289

Totton - Waterside Friendship Circle

02380 862531

	Contact: Mike Taylor

Winchester, Basingstoke and Andover - Acorn Club	Contact: Neil Morse
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INSIGHT EDITOR REQUIRED

Would you like to play a leading role
in our expanding communications
and marketing team?
Unquestionably in our Province we have moved into the modern age. We have seen
continued growth in the number of young people joining us. As I said in my address
at this year’s AGM: “ The influence of young brethren, or perhaps older brethren
who are young at heart, has taken us into the realms of technology - Facebook,
Twitter and Instagram are be being used increasingly to share members’ fun and
experiences.”
In that same vein communications and marketing are playing an ever more
important role in promoting our Craft and in the growth and success of our Province.
In view of this we are reforming and stepping up our marketing activities. With his
particular skills and experience in this field I have asked Roger Maber to head up a
new Marketing Committee and take this function forward. As a result we are seeking
a new Editor for Insight.
Insight, a superb professionally produced magazine, is at the forefront of our
member communications and supports key initiatives such as recruitment and
retention of our members. It also gives the public a good insight into our enjoyment
of the Craft and our support for good causes.
This is an exciting opportunity for an enthusiastic brother with the necessary skills.
I have worked closely with the Editor since the publication was initially introduced
in my first year as Provincial Grand Master, and I have seen it growing to the highly
successful window into our Province which it is today. I look forward to seeing the
next stage of its development in conjunction with the new Marketing Committee.
If you feel you have the ambition and experience to take on this interesting and
very rewarding role and would like to find out more, please contact my deputy
Jonathan Whitaker on joncwhitaker@tiscali.co.uk

Mike Wilks
Provincial Grand Master
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Ladies Festivals &
Lodge Social Events

Our team of Peter & Daniel
are at your service

Prime Bournemouth, East Cliff location
109 elegant, ensuite bedrooms including
seven suites
Banquets from 50 – 250 guests
Excellent leisure facilities, on site beauty spa
Complimentary car parking, and reserved
spaces for VIP’s
Charity donation

The Queens Hotel and Spa
Meyrick Road, Bournemouth, Dorset BH1 3DL

T: 01202 554415

masonic@queenshotelbournemouth.com
www.queenshotelbournemouth.com

PRICES FROM £119.00 - £169.00 PER PERSON FOR THE WEEKEND
& BANQUETS FROM £34.50 PER PERSON
“If you require a recommendation, the fact I am writing this
is it!! Well done, thank you… simply the best”
Jane, Presiding Lady, West Sussex
“Thank you for everything. It was a brilliant night.”
Richard, President, Hampshire & IOW
“The meals on both evenings was of a first class standard.”
Laurie, Festival Secretary, London
“Thank you for your help, the feedback has been incredible.”
Alistair, Festival Secretary, West Sussex

“All our guests had a wonderful time and were full
of praise for the standard of catering, the band was
excellent, and the toast master was very good.”
Jenny, Presiding Lady, London
“Thank you for making our weekend and Gala Dinner
such a success.”
Maxine, Grand Secretary, HFAF
“We shall definitely be back!”
Jayne, Presiding Lady, Hampshire

