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Teddies for Loving Care

Launched in 2001, the TLC Appeal is for freemasons
to provide teddy bears to the A&E departments of their
local hospitals. Each teddy is tagged “Donated by local
freemasons” and is given by the hospital’s medical
staff to children admitted in distress. The doctors and
nurses say that cuddling a teddy alleviates stress and anxiety and
enables them to carry out urgent treatment.
As well as hospitals, our TLC operations include the Hampshire &
Isle of Wight Air Ambulance, St John Ambulance and a number of
women’s refuges. Children admitted into a refuge are often severely
distressed and suffering from the effects of domestic violence.
Very often they will not talk to staff but a TLC bear works wonders!
Cuddling the bear calms them down so they will talk freely allowing
staff to glean vital information.
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Having fun and
enjoying all that we do
I have been a freemason for 44 years and I am still inspired by
many of our brethren and the activities in which they are involved
some of which are highlighted in the various articles in this issue
of Insight – from the young men who rowed across the Atlantic
(pages 8 and 9) to those whom I was pleased to honour at our
Special Meeting referred to in pages 14 and 15.
Men of all ages having fun and enjoying all that they do. For
me, this is perfectly summed up in the article “Masonry is Great”
on page 17.
Enjoy these articles and the rest of this issue, which gives such
a great insight into freemasonry within this province.

Michael J. Wilks
Provincial Grand Master

The Insight Team
Editorial: Roger Maber and Ed Baker –
insight@hiowmasons.org
Advertising: David Laurence
If you would like to advertise in Insight
with a circulation of 13,500, contact David
by email – insight@hiowmasons.org
We offer a design service for a small
donation to charity if you would like an
advert created.
Published by the Provincial Grand Lodge
of Hampshire and Isle of Wight,
85 Winchester Road, Chandlers Ford,
Eastleigh, Hants SO53 2GG
For all membership enquiries, contact the
Provincial Office on 023 8026 1555.

Twitter Accounts for
our 6 Areas are
@HantsMasonNC @HantsMasonNE
@HantsMasonSC @HantsMasonSE
@HantsMasonSW @SolentMasons

@MichaelWilks2 - follow the Provincial Grand Master on Twitter
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T

otton based West Gate Lodge
donates £4000 to a local ‘
Garage Youth Centre’
The Lodge was asked if they would
support a fundraising campaign to raise
money to construct bespoke adult size
‘Play’ equipment.
The centre feels that in order to enhance
the success of their service, it must adapt
to the changing needs of local young
people and offer an environment that
can both hold the teenage attention and
match their desire for ever-increasing high
levels of mental stimulation which is often
currently gained through social media and
‘gaming’.
To do this they are looking to provide
a physical alternative by constructing a
bespoke adult size ‘Ball Pool Unit’ inside
the building and an outdoor ‘Activity Trail’
in their grounds. Having talked to many
groups of local teens, the centre believes
this will actively encourage more young

www.hampshirefreemasonry.com

Support for Local
Youth Centre

Claire Richardson a youth community worker and centre leader receives a
cheque for £4,000 from Ian Jarrett Treasurer of West Gate Lodge, Totton.

people to engage with it targeting groups
at risk of mental health issues, substance
misuse and crime related behaviours.
The centre creates a safe place for young
people from 9 to 16 years old offering
a number of life skill activities including
team sports and amateur boxing, safety
awareness on cycles, making music and
group cooking
The cheque was presented to the centre
leader during an activity evening with a
number of the young people present. The
donation was well received by all and they
were pleased that they will now be able to
put this donation to the £15,000 they have
already raised which will enable them to
start construction of the equipment.

We provide a cost effective solution to outsource your IT
requirements offering a wide range of services, each tailored
to meet the specific needs of your business.

Call us on: 02393 162777 or email: info@cdilimited.co.uk
www.cdilimited.co.uk

IT Support

Virtualisation

Cloud Services

Office Relocations

Installations

IT Security

Networking

Disaster Recovery

IP Telephony

IP CCTV

Please contact us today to find out how we can help improve the
efficiency of your business, reduce costs and increase productivity.
Call us on: 02393 162777 or email: info@cdilimited.co.uk
www.cdilimited.co.uk
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Help for people losing their sight
late-stage macular degeneration, heading
towards severe, irreversible, vision loss.
The grant will support the extension
of free support services provided by
the Society over the next three years,
providing emotional support to people
losing their sight.
Macular disease can have a devastating
effect on people’s lives, leaving them
unable to drive, read or see faces. Many
people affected describe losing their sight
as being similar to bereavement. There is
still no cure and most types of the disease
are not treatable.
Emma Malcolm, director of fundraising

and marketing at the Macular Society,
said: “We’re so grateful to Hampshire
and Isle of Wight freemasons for their
generous grant. Macular disease is cruel
and isolating. But this funding will help
us provide the practical and emotional
support they need to continue living their
lives independently.”

Mike Wilks, adds: “I’m very pleased
we’re able to help the Macular Society
with their work to support thousands of
people with this terrible condition. Having
someone to talk to, who really understands,
is absolutely essential for people trying to
cope with losing their sight.”

Photo: Paul Moriarty

Older people losing their sight because
of macular degeneration will be able to
access a telephone helpline, professional
counselling service and befriending
scheme, as the result a grant from
Hampshire and Isle of Wight Freemasons
to the Macular Society.
The MCF’s grant of £99,070 to the
Andover-based charity, aims to make real
the pledge of “Making Sure No One Faces
Sight-loss Alone” for tens of thousands of
callers every year.
Macular disease is the biggest cause of
blindness in the UK, with nearly 1.7 million
people currently affected and many more
are at risk. More than 600,000 people have

“He’s gone to sonics!”

Provincial Grand Master Mike Wilks meets the
amazing 92 year old founder of the Macular
Society’s Fareham Support Group, Betty Richards.
Betty Richards, who herself suffers from macular degeneration, is a lifelong Pompey
fan and a well known personality in the area. On six occasions Betty has bravely abseiled
down Portsmouth’s 170m Spinnaker Tower raising funds for the Society. Appearing on
TV last year when her garden was revamped by Alan Titchmarsh during his ‘Love Your
Garden’ series, she hugely helped to raise awareness of the devastating disease.
Many years ago Betty’s father was an active local freemason so meeting the Provincial
Grand Master gave her the ideal opportunity to find out more about her fathers masonry.
A little research has been able to show that in 1926 her father, Edgar Miller, Colour
Sergeant Royal Marines (Retd), was one of the founding members of St Swithun’s
Lodge in Gosport. Subsequently in 1935 Edgar was installed as the Worshipful Master
of the lodge.
At around the same time he was also a busy member of another Gosport lodge,
Lodge of Hope meeting at the India Arms. It’s membership was originally limited to
those serving or retired from HM military service; during it’s early days members were
said to dine on champagne and oysters! The Lodge is now based at Horndean.
Recalling when she was a little girl, Betty told Mike Wilks that when asked where her
father was, and unable to pronounce freemasons or masonics, it would always come
out as ... “He’s gone to sonics!”

Mike Wilks with his wife Kay during the presentation at
Fareham. Also pictured are Ruth Paley a Senior Trust
Officer at the Macular Society, Tom Mcinulty Group
Support and Development Manager, Fareham Support
Group founder Betty Richards and dogs Brunel and Toby.

St Swithun’s Lodge founders, 1926
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Giant gifts for
childrens’ hospices
Bournemouth based Bourne Lodge have made
a gift of a giant teddy bear to two local childrens’
hospices.

Lodge member, Craig Thurlow presented the gifts to Julia’s
House and the Bournemouth branch of Naomi House. Alicia
Poulson seen hiding behind the giant gift said how thrilled they
were to receive such a magnificent bear! Pictured with Alicia is
Craig on the left and the lodge’s charity steward, Steve Price on
the right.

Some dog walk!

L

ast Autumn, Mark Graham, accompanied by his Guide Dog
Dot, took part in the “London Bridges Challenge” to raise funds
for DiabetesUK. The 10k sponsored walk took place in Central
London, starting at Battersea Park and heading East (of course).
The walkers zig-zagged their way across twelve bridges over the
River Thames, ending at the spectacular Tower Bridge.

Mark said “I was doing very well until the final bridge came in sight, then the
excitement of getting close to the end caused my legs to tighten up. Thankfully
there were lots of St John Ambulance people on the route and they quickly got
me on the move again. I’m quite an active person but even I was impressed with
a three and a half hour walk time, given the amount of rest stops I took – because
of the dog, obviously!”
Thanks to support from his Lodges, Chapter and friends Mark raised £1350.00
towards research into Type 1 and 2 Diabetes. Mark has Type 1 Diabetes, and
it is the cause of his sight-loss and a partial amputation on his left foot. He
raises thousands of pounds every year for Guide Dogs by giving talks on the
organisation but says he couldn’t resist the temptation to get out and about
amongst the sights and sounds of the capital city and raise some important funds
for a different cause.

Mark and his
guide dog Dot
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Daisy Bus Blooms

T

wo years ago Isle of Wight Freemasons heard that the
Wessex Cancer Trust (WCT) which provide a critical patient
transport service for Islanders travelling to the mainland for
chemotherapy and radiotherapy, were in desperate need of
funds. That transport service is known as the Daisy Buses.

term fundraiser for the WCT.
All elements of the Wessex Cancer Trust
Chris knew many IOW
including their valuable drop-in-centres,
masons who had used and
patient support and various patient and carer
were still using the Daisy
transport services are funded by charitable
Buses. With their support
donations including those contributions
and encouragement he was
raised through their shops and fetes.
able to get a hold put on the
Historically the only other support came
termination of the service
from funding through the NHS that had
Chris Jarman with fellow IoW mason David Baggeley (seated) who
while efforts could be made
was a regular user of the service.
been agreed when the chemotherapy and
to replacing the lost funding.
radiotherapy was
rounds of visits to Island lodges and
Almost
moved to the
lobbied about his campaign to keep the
every mason
mainland to save
vital bus service running. Chris comments,
on the Isle
costs. At short
“Every Island lodge master supported
of Wight had
notice the WCT
the fundraising and encouraged their
either used the
heard that this
members to dig deep in support.”
Daisy Buses
second stream
Chris proudly boasts “Freemasons
themselves or
of funding was to
have successfully demonstrated what can
had a family
terminate.
be achieved by working together. Our logo
member that
The news
David Foot Assistant Provincial Grand Master
is emblazoned on the new vehicle!”
had.
The
‘sell’
spread to Chris
was
not
so
Jarman the
hard but determined. Chris made frequent
master of the Needles Lodge and long

We are incredibly proud
to have raised in excess of
£40,000 and we will continue
to support this and other local
charities in the years ahead.

Fareham
Club
receives
£29,000

T

he PGM, Mike Wilks Provincial
Charity Steward, Kevin Head
and the Provincial Almoner,
Neil Morse paid a visit to the
Brendoncare Fareham Lunch Club
in January to meet staff, volunteers
and some of those who lunch there.
The Lunch Club has recently received a
donation of in excess of £29,000 from the
Masonic Charitable Foundation under it’s
Grants scheme to support its network of
club volunteers.

L to R: Kevin Head, Joanna Jackson Clubs Development Officer, PGM Mike Wilks,
Samantha Agnew Head of Clubs and Neil Morse

Brendoncare Clubs are friendship and
wellbeing clubs dedicated to providing
older people with opportunities for social
interaction and to meet new friends in a
welcoming and supportive environment.
Currently the 90+ clubs in Hampshire and
Dorset offer fun and friendship to 1,400
members. The clubs are run by a team

of dedicated volunteers, supported by a
small team of locality managers.
Kevin Head said “We really appreciated
talking to the club members who told us
that they very much enjoy the opportunity
to make new friends and socialise with
like-minded people.”
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Southampton masons break
Atlantic rowing record

Celebrating their success,
Nick is seen on the far left
and Matthiew centre.

Photo:Ted Martin

R

egular readers of Insight will recall last year the magazine featured two young masons who were part of a
five man rowing team planning to compete in the Autumn ‘Talisker Atlantic Challenge’.

The race was described as an unparalleled
test of physical and mental endurance that
few dare to attempt. Nick Rakowski and
Matthiew Poudevigne, both 28 years old
and members of Southampton University
Lodge, not only saw the race as a way of
pushing their limits but an opportunity to
raise money for an important charity. Nick
said “Raising money for Cancer Research
will make it very worthwhile and keep us
rowing in the inevitable tough times ahead.”

Southampton lodge added “ To have
shared dinners with men who are capable
of such feats really puts into perspective
the depth of freemasonry’s ocean.”

Speaking after the race to Insight’s
Editor Roger Maber about their success,
Nick was able to confirm that they had
finished 1st in the ‘fives’ and, incredibly,
had even broken the race’s five man
record. And finished the race in 3rd place
overall. A total of 28 boats had started
and some were still at sea!

Nick borrows a line from Dickens

Nick continued that he was also very
pleased to confirm that including the sale
of their boat they would raise around
£50,000 for Cancer Research.
Eddy Clark the Master of their
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“It was the best of
times, it was the
worst of times”
When asked how he felt about the race
itself Nick replied “Wow, the last six weeks
have been a blur. It’s difficult to sum them
up, but to borrow from Dickens ‘it was the
best of times, it was the worst of times’.
I want to start with the finish - around
2am local time on a beautiful and still
Caribbean night. As we crossed the
finish line everything went from 0 to 100
miles an hour. Horns sounded. We could

hear people screaming and cheering.
Photographers were shouting at us to set
off our flares and turn left and right for the
finishing shots. Then we rowed the final
400m around the bend, past the super
yachts and towards the jetty where our
families and friends waited. My memory
of this is frankly a blur, although I do
remember getting hit in the eye with a lot
of champagne as we held up our finishers’
banners.
The preceding 36 days, 19 hours and 9
mins had been quite a rollercoaster. We’d
prepared for a tough first week, but it was
actually the best of the whole trip once
seasickness subsided on the second day.
The waves and wind were with us and
despite a scare as our auto helm failed
on the side of a 6m wave we made good
progress.
Thereafter things became much
tougher, a combination of poor winds,
heat and equipment failures all combined
to slow us down. The trade winds should

Insight
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blow from the East, but during our
crossing they mainly blew from the North
and we also had several memorable
occurrences where the wind blew from

Midway through the race and a wonderful
sunset on an unsually calm sea

“ We rowed as
hard as we could
into what felt
like almost set
concrete”
the West. Indeed one night was especially
grim, as we rowed as hard as we could
into what felt like almost set concrete
making at best 1 knot. That said we
rapidly came to prefer nights, the beauty
of the stars and the cool temperature
more than making up for the lack of
visibility. On the other hand the midday
shifts were challenging. We rowed for 2.25
hours under the baking sun before having
1.5 hours rest. In the middle of the day
the aft cabin would hit forty celsius and
no one wanted to be inside - you sweated
less rowing hard! Finally the autohelms
(which should steer the boat) and the
watermaker kept having issues. We were
lucky as we managed to fix these every
time, but they were a constant source

(these landed on deck regularly) and our
boat was accompanied by a sea bird we
named Sammy. The best event though
was a night we called the magic carpet.
The wind, waves and nearly full moon
combined to give us low, fast and surfable
waves that we could see coming. We
rowed hard into the first wave and then
it would catch the boat and accelerate
us, before we came off and repeated the

“Our boat was
accompanied
by a sea bird we
named Sammy”
of concern and cost us valuable time. At
those times it was pretty clear why they
call it the toughest endurance event on
Earth. To explain this we developed a new
concept - Type II fun. Type I fun is fun as
you know it, enjoyable at the time. Type II
fun, is only funny in retrospect.
It wasn’t all bad though, we saw
many amazing things and had some
great laughs. At night the stars were
spectacular and we even saw a moon
bow - a nighttime rainbow in ghostly
white. We saw whales, marlin, flying fish

process getting faster each time. By the
seventh wave we’d be running at over 6
knots for almost no effort.
I guess the million dollar question is would
I do it again. To which the answer is knowing
what I know now, I’d still have got on the
boat last December and left La Gomera,
but I won’t be doing it again next year; once
is enough. That said I’d recommend it to
anyone as a brilliant experience and one
where you make great friends.
I’ll leave you with the proverb that started
our journey “If you want to go fast, go
alone; if you want to go far, go together”.

The MCF in Action

Helping Hampshire and Isle of Wight
masons and their families – Facts about
The Masonic Charitable Foundation’s work
in the province during 2018.

• Support for masonic families totalled £355,207
• The MCF helped 144 people in the masonic community
• That included £234,930 of grants for living expenses
• £67,854 of support for health needs
• £52,422 to cover educational opportunities and quality care
• 14 people accessed our counselling care line
• The MCF Advice and Support Team carried out 48 home visits
• The MCF also gave £149,133 of grants to support local charities
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Hampshire and Isle of Wight Freemasons are the longest supporters of the local air ambulance charity.
In 2005 they were instrumental in getting the charity oﬀ the ground. Since then they have contributed
over £43,000 to ensuring it’s vital role across Hampshire and Isle of Wight.

We can continue flying and saving
lives across Hampshire and IoW...
G

ratefully acknowledges
Pete Burch the Trusts and
Foundations Fundraiser while
receiving two cheques totalling
£6,700 from the Hampshire and
Isle of Wight Freemasons.
Nationally freemasons have raised
substantial sums to support air ambulance
charities: these latest donations are part
of £192,000 being donated in the last year
to 26 air ambulance charities across the
country.
In January the local air ambulance
welcomed members of Hampshire and Isle
of Wight Freemasons to their airbase, as a
way of saying thank you for their continued
support.
On the day the Provincial Grand Master
Mike Wilks was joined by Kevin Head,
Provincial Grand Charity Steward to
present a cheque for £4000 and James
Sampson, who presented cheque for
£2500 on behalf of the Hampshire and Isle
of Wight Grand Stewards Lodge. A further
£200 was handed over on behalf of the
New Forest based Brockenhurst Lodge.
Pete Burch, Hampshire and Isle of Wight
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Air Ambulance’s Trusts and Foundations
Fundraiser, who met the group on the day
commented:
“We are extremely grateful to the
Hampshire and Isle of Wight Freemasons

for continuing to champion our service.
Their donation will make a big difference to
us and ensures we can continue flying and
saving lives across Hampshire and the Isle
of Wight.”

L to R James Samson, Hampshire and Isle of Wight Grand Stewards Lodge. Mike Wilks, Provincial Grand Master.
Pete Burch, Air Ambulance and Kevin Head, Provincial Charity Steward.

The Hampshire and Isle of Wight Air Ambulance is entirely funded by
charitable donations. It costs around £15,000 a day to run.
Based at Thruxton airfield, with its helicopter and three critical care team
vehicles, the charity operates with two doctors and nine paramedics.
In 2018 the team successfully carried out over 1400 critical life missions.
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Solomon
Fostering Curiosity, Developing Understanding

solomon.ugle.org.uk/

Our Provincial Learning & Development
(L & D) Executive, under the guidance of
Noel Voice and aided by the Provincial
Membership Officer, Mentor, Orator and a
Royal Arch Representative, have over the
past two years been reviewing and writing
material for Grand Lodge to incorporate
into their work producing the new online
resource.
The Executive team, now led by George
Mars, are currently implementing the
provincial strategy to introduce Solomon
along with a learning and personal
development programme across the
province. This programme gives priority
to the individual and meets the member’s
desire for more knowledge as well
as improve his skills and enhance his
enjoyment in every aspect of masonic life.
George Mars says “To achieve this aim,
each of the six areas of the province were
tasked with forming an Area L&D Operations
Team consisting of representatives of

The Pathway
to Learning

I

n the last issue of Insight we announced that following
an intensive three-year period of collecting, editing and
collating material from a wide range of sources, Grand Lodge
was ready to launch its initiative for an online learning &
development resource called Solomon.

Membership, Mentoring and Oration. Led
by a talented leader and supported by other
suitably skilled members, the teams are
being supported by the Provincial Learning
& Development Executive.

members as well the wider area level. At
these initial briefings there was a great
deal of enthusiasm within the teams to
develop their plans and present Solomon
as an important tool in masonic learning.”

Each area team was individually briefed
on the aims of the project and the strategy
to be adopted. The team will bring
together a working partnership between
membership, mentoring and presentation
skills to support the individual lodge

George adds “Typical of our area teams
is the South Central L&D Operations
Team, led by a Master Mason, Stephen
Bucci, one of our younger members.
He displays the talent and enthusiasm
in leadership as well as project
management”.

Stephen Bucci

Stephen explains his enthusiasm for
Solomon saying “Many masons have
pioneered initiatives and forged new ideas
and ways of doing things, because we
as freemasons are curious and curiosity
leads us down new paths of discovery. I
am really excited to be at the beginning of
the L&D programme and leading my ops
team in the implementation of this project
across the South Central Area”.

For the ‘on-the-go’ mason

George says “In-line with becoming a
modern and progressive organisation,
the Executive has introduced an app for
the ‘on-the-go’ mason to access, not
only Solomon, but a range of useful and
regularly used links of masonic interest.”
Well known for his passion for masonry
and as a fountain of masonic knowledge,
John Donoghue first recognised the
appeal of an ‘on-the-go’ masons’ app.
With the technical skills and crucial help
from fellow mason, John Mantle the two
created Team App.
John Donoghue says “ My challenge
was how can we communicate anytime
anywhere with all our brethren on a daily
basis? Clearly most of us have our mobile
phones always on hand so surely the
answer had to be via a mobile device.
John Mantle was then instrumental in

developing the practical solution with his
Team App. Using Team App masons can
stay updated on lodge meetings
and make event bookings via
squareevents.org, access Solomon and
obtain a wealth of other essential masonic
information. Team App covers not only
Craft masonry but also Royal Arch
Chapter, Knights Templar and many
other of our masonic degrees.”
John Donoghue goes on to say
“It’s all the ships in one port;
Team App has been so well
received by Grand Lodge that
it is now available to the other
46 provinces.”
Instructions to download the
Team App can be found on
https://www.hiowmasons.org/
TeamAppPathway/

Team App

John Donogue
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Giving it their best shot
S

ociety’s inaugural shoot goes off with a bang and
gives novices the shooting bug.

In January dozens of Hampshire freemasons, with their family and
friends descended on Spitfire Shoot clay pigeon shooting ground
outside Stockbridge for the inaugural shoot of the newly formed
Hampshire and Isle of Wight Freemasons Clay Shooting Society.
Everyone on the day was treated to bacon rolls and coffee
for breakfast, followed by a 50-clay shoot spread over several
different shooting stands. They shot in teams of around six guns
that comprised of experienced and novice shooters.

Congratulations go to the Top Guns on the day
Experienced gun: Matt Fullick, Beginner: Andy Dale
and Novice: Gabe Short

The South West’s Area APGM Leon Whitfield makes a ‘kill’.

Bill Starkey who is new to shooting thoroughly enjoyed the
day and is now well and truly bitten. Bill says “I’ve applied for a
shotgun licence and I am already looking to buy my own shotgun.
For a novice I think I shot rather well, so I‘m aiming for ‘Top Gun’
at the Society’s next shoot day”.
Society Chairman Bill Withers commented, “We’re really looking
forward to seeing the Clay Shooting Society grow. We will be
holding our next shoots in May and July across the province. We
welcome everybody, from experienced gun holders to complete
novices. Keep an eye on our website www.hiowfcss.org.uk for
upcoming events and come along to join the fun!”

Little Sophie’s
charity boosted
A

n Isle of Wight charity that offers support for children who have
life-shortening conditions has been boosted by a cheque for £3,000
donated by East Medina Lodge that meets in Ryde.

‘Kissy Puppy’ The Sophie Rolf Trust is named after a six year old who died from a brain
tumour in 2013. Sophie said early on in her treatment that she wanted to help other
children and the trust ensures that wish continues in her name. It has partnered with the
island’s Earl Mounbatten Hospice and the local NHS to support and develop services on
the island for children and young people with life-shortening conditions, and their families.
Dino Camoccio, the master of the lodge, wanted to raise money to help young people.
He said: “The main reason for choosing this charity was that it is specifically for children
who have serious life shortening illnesses.
“As I felt so fortunate to have reached retirement age relatively unscathed, I wanted to
do something for those so less fortunate than myself. I had a meeting with Aaron Rolf,
Sophie’s Dad, and started the ball rolling.
Dino Camoccio, left, presents a cheque to Aaron Rolf
“We organised lunches, a ladies night, dinner and dance and lots of raffles and lots
of other fundraisers. With the help of the other members of the lodge we raised £3,000. Aaron visited the lodge and we were able to
present the cheque. He gave a splendid speech explaining how and why the charity was formed, the ways in which it continues to raise
monies and how that money is being spent.”
The Sophie Rolf Trust first began to create a respite facility on the Isle of Wight for children with serious life shortening illness and
their families. Before this children and their families had to travel to the mainland for this facility. Although the Earl Mountbatten Centre
has long provided these facilities for adults, it is down to the Sophie Rolf Trust that similar and ever-increasing facilities for children are
available.
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Farnborough masons host concert
Fund raising evening demonstrates that masons involvement in their local community can make a difference.
The Farnborough Concert Band of the
Royal British Legion performed at a
concert held at Farnborough Masonic
Centre. This was to raise funds to support
the band’s trip to play at the Menin Gate.
The lodges of the province’s North East
Area were generous with their financial
support, as were the members of the public
who also attended the fund raising concert.

charities and community groups to
operate shouldn’t be our only avenue.
So much can be done by way of physical
involvement, giving freely of our time and
allowing use of our facilities. Providing
the masonic hall and the organizational
support function that goes with it
demonstrates that we as freemasons are

an integral part of our local community
and have the resources at our disposal to
make a difference.”
The Mayor of Rushmoor Cllr Steve
Masterson also addressed the audience
and thanked the masons for their support
for the Farnborough Concert Band of the
Royal British Legion.

Community involvement
must be at the forefront
of our thinking
Peter Vosser APGM
North East Area
During his opening address, the
Area’s APGM, Peter Vosser explained
“Community involvement must be at
the forefront of our thinking. Financial
support, whilst vitally important to allow

Transatlantic
links

These two plates on display
in the robing room at Bordon
Masonic Centre show the
strong links that one lodge has
with its brothers over the pond.
They were presented to
Woolmer Forest Lodge by a
member who joined them from
an American Lodge; St Johns
No.1 in Portsmouth, New
The plates in a cabinet made by Greg
Hampshire.
Wos - in Bordon Masonic Centre
This US lodge was
consecrated in 1736 and flies the Union Flag in its temple
to acknowledge that for 40 years it was under the English
Constitution.
The bottom plate, which celebrates their 250th anniversary,
shows the flag to the right of the master’s chair. The top plate
celebrates their 275th anniversary.
On a shelf to the right is a piece of the World Trade Centre that
was presented to David Pennell, secretary of Woolmer Forest
Lodge, by the secretary of Wantagh Moreton Lodge in the Grand
Lodge of New York when David attended a meeting of the lodge
on Long Island in 2017.
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This meeting is special it provides
for me to honour brethren whose lov
is apparent in all

Special Meeting o

“It is a real privilege to lead our wonderful province”, said the provincial Grand Master,
Mike Wilks as he paid tribute to all those brethren across the province who are playing their
part to ensure the future and growth of freemasonry in Hampshire and Isle of Wight.”
He expressed that involvement and enjoyment right across the board will bring its own
rewards.

W

elcoming the brethren to this year’s Special Meeting the Provincial
Grand Master said how well the occasion had been supported since
it was introduced 8 years ago. He then went on to explain that 2019 is
the 150th anniversary of the amalgamation of the Province of Hampshire
and the Province of Isle of Wight. The PGM informed the brethren that the
anniversary is marked by an oration written by George Mars, the Provincial
Grand Orator and then thanking George for his research and commitment
in producing and delivering such a meaningful and informative piece.

Continuing highlights...

This meeting is special...
...it provides a mechanism for me to
honour brethren whose love of the craft
is apparent in all that they do; and who
have continued to serve regardless of any
personal preferment, or indeed the hope
or expectation of such.
You brethren have proved your
commitment, and your support – you are
an inspiration to all, and so the honour
is very much for what you have done;
albeit I know you will continue to support
as always. But there is no commitment
attaching to the honour.
It also enables me to promote and
honour brethren for their service as visiting
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officers and here the reverse applies.
These brethren are not promoted until
they have demonstrated their ability
as visiting officers which is a vital role
within the province. The promotion to
PPJGW recognises their ability and
commitment, and ensures they have a rank
commensurate with their responsibility for
the Lodge to which they are attached.

The 150th anniversary
Apart from the delivery of George’s Oration
in those Lodges who request it, we shall
mark the anniversary by the Service of
Thanksgiving at Winchester Cathedral
and again at the Grand Ball to be held at
Cowes Yacht Haven on the Island.
The Winchester Cathedral service will

be attended by many civic dignitaries
and representatives of charities which
we support, and I have no doubt that our
brethren and their families will be out in
force to celebrate the occasion.
The Grand Ball will be great fun for all
those fortunate enough to obtain tickets,
which were sold out within hours of going
on sale.

A real problem for us
Whether a celebratory Grand Ball, dinner
after the Annual General Meeting, or lunch
after a Quarterly Communication, we
simply cannot find venues large enough
to accommodate all those brethren who
wish to attend. In many respects, a good
problem to have.

Important changes to the
provincial cabinet
We have a new Deputy PGM, three new
Assistant PGMs, and a new Membership
Chairman. I decided that the membership
chairman should be a member of the
cabinet for reasons which I hope are
blindingly obvious. Membership is key
to all that we do as an organisation –

a mechanism
ve of the Craft
ll that they do.

Mike Wilks Provincial Grand Master

of Provincial Grand Lodge 1st February 2019

Insight
should be reviewed regularly and kept up
to date.
Lodge membership officers and the
Five Year Plan are just two examples
of changes introduced following my
appointment as Provincial Grand Master.
There are many others, endorsed or
initiated by Grand Lodge.

We have seen a massive
difference within the province
Those lodges which have embraced
the changes are thriving with young
men queueing to join and loving their
freemasonry. It is a joy to see – to attend
such lodges and in many cases to see the
transformation which has taken place.

Regrettably some Lodges are
stuck in the past
Struggling to find Initiates, struggling to
retain their members, struggling to get
sufficient members to attend lodge to
make it a meaningful experience. And
doing nothing about it.

The pathway for the future is
very clear
Photo: Dave Smith

from recruitment, through mentoring,
re-engagement, and the whole masonic
experience which should focus on
personal development and enjoyment.

The same applies to our lodges
All lodges should have a lodge
membership officer which is a key
appointment and is as important to lodges
as the membership chairman is to the
province.
The lodge membership officer should
be fully involved in the lodge’s 5 year plan.
this is a dynamic document, it will evolve
and change as the lodge and its members
evolve and change, and once in place, it

The ‘Members Pathway’ is a Grand Lodge
initiative and it has been heavily publicised.
It is tried and tested, in that many lodges
in this province and other provinces are
using the ‘pathway’ to very good effect.
It is effectively a guide to assist lodges to
attract, introduce, and retain members.
It starts with lodge planning, involving
every member of the lodge. It is not
difficult to implement; and it works.
One has to question why all of our
lodges have not adopted The ‘pathway’.
The thinking seems to be that lodges don’t
need to plan because they have never
planned in the past. Well, quite simply, the
world has moved on – if you want a future,
you must decide what future you want,
and how you will get there.

Enthusiasm and vibrancy
The consecrating of Vectis Services
Lodge on the Isle of Wight is my nineth
consecration in as many years. All these
lodges are special – and they are also
special interest lodges providing a vehicle
for brethren with a particular interest, to
join together as freemasons and enjoy
their passion in like company.
Some brethren from struggling Lodges
have criticised the consecration of
new lodges at a time when they are
struggling. The response to that criticism
is straightforward. Those lodges which
are struggling need to address the reason
themselves. Only they can do something
about it.
Each lodge which I have consecrated
has created an enthusiasm, a vibrancy
amongst not only its members, but who
have visited them, or who simply meet
in the same centre.They are playing
their part in taking the province and
freemasonry forward in the modern era.

Learning with Solomon
Many of our members wish to learn more
about the craft than they will get from the
ritual. Grand Lodge have recognised this
with the introduction of the learning facility
called Solomon. Any brother who wishes
to explore beyond the ritual can register
and use the facility.
Our learning and development team will
ensure that the benefits of Solomon are
fully utilised within the province – there is
no compulsion here, just the provision of a
facility for use by those who so decide.

The main purpose of this meeting
Is a celebration for those brethren who
have been honoured, and on their behalf,
I thank you all for your attendance and
for joining in the celebration. I also thank
those involved organising and managing
this meeting.

What a day for those receiving honours. Editor, Roger Maber spoke to some of them...
I’ll not forget it.

A Shared Experience.

“My promotion
is a tremendous
accolade for
my lodge as the
brethren have,
over the years fully
supported me in
everything I have
done. The day was
outstanding. Well
organised and relaxed. Good food, good
wine and even greater company. I’ll not
forget it!”

“It was so unexpected and a real suprise.
My wife and I have shared 50 great years
of freemasonry together. I remember
meeting the PGM when he was ProvSGW
as part of the official
team at our Forest
Lodge consecration
in 1991.”

Stef King PPSGW. Lodge of Hope 2153.

Bill Ireland PPSGW.
Ealing Manor Lodge
7337.
Pictured with his
son Nick and
brother in-law
Martin Guille

Beaming with
Pride.
“As an Active Dep
GDC it’s been a
pleasure to speak
with brethren as
they stood in line
to receive their
honours. To a man
they were beaming
with pride. There
was no doubt what this occasion meant
to them. I now know exactly how those
brothers were feeling.”
Bill Starkey PPJGW. Prince of Wales Lodge 1705.
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Cycle
of life

FABBS
ESTABLISHED 1887

Grand Lodge Special Offer

This Very Special Price includes our Best Quality Full
Dress and Undress Aprons with matching Collars, a Past Rank
Jewel, Grand Lodge Case and delivery to any UK address.

£500.00 (Inc. VAT at 20%)

Supreme Grand Chapter Special Offer
Apron, Sash, Collar, Past Rank Locket

£210.00 (Inc. VAT at 20%)

Set 1 Provincial or LGR

Provincial
or LGCR

Special Offer

Full Dress Apron Collar, Jewel & Case

£160.00 (Inc. VAT at 20%)

Set 2 Provincial or LGR

Special Offer

Full Dress and Undress Aprons,
Collars, Jewel & Case

£235.00 (Inc. VAT at 20%)

Special Offer

Apron & Sash,
Collarette,
(Inc. VAT at Past Rank Locket
& Breast Jewel
20%)

£150.00

ALL
LOOK ONLINE OR C
IAL OFFERS
US FOR OTHER SPEC

FOR ALL YOUR MASONIC SUPPLIES
QUALITY REGALIA MADE TO THE HIGHEST
STANDARDS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
Call and speak with one of our experts
1 The Barns, 1 Longham Farm Close, Ringwood Road,
Ferndown, Dorset. BH22 9DE
Tel:- 01202 571600 • Fax:- 01202 571779

Website: www.fabb.co.uk
Email: fabb@fabb.co.uk

Daintree Lodge that meets in
Botley sponsored Professor
David Seall in the Prudential
Ride London-Surrey 100 charity
event.
David completed the 100
miles in a little over seven hours
which included a number of rest
stops.
The lodge donated £1,000
to Oakleaf Enterprise, a mental
health charity working across
Surrey.
Oakleaf Enterprise has provided vocational training for people
with mental health needs since 1995.
Its main focus is delivering vocational training and work
experience in upholstery, horticulture and IT, enabling clients to
gain new skills, as a first step on their return to work.
But it also now delivers a programme of social inclusion
activities, ranging from literacy and numeracy sessions, to guitar
lessons, meal nights and a Greenhouse Growing Group.
Alongside its counselling services and job seeking support,
these activities have benefited hundreds of local people.

250th year marked
by oﬃcial visit
The Grand Superintendent, Alan Berman says “It was a privilege and a pleasure to make an oﬃcial visit to the
Chapter of Friendship during the year in which the Chapter will celebrate its 250th anniversary jointly with
Phoenix Mark Lodge No.2 which is recognised by Mark Grand Lodge as the oldest Mark lodge in the world.
After all the years that have passed since its consecration, the Chapter remains vibrant, is well supported by
it’s members and is looking forward with eager anticipation to the future.”
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In this issue’s ‘Why I became a
freemason’, Army photographer
Steve Blake begins by summing up
its special appeal to servicemen.

Masonry is great!

It’s the whole package;
formality, informality,
camaraderie,
friendships and more.
It’s like an extension of
the Sergeant’s mess.

Steve continues “I first became fully
aware of masonry in 2008, by fluke. I was
stationed at Blandford Forum in Dorset.
It was at the town’s Georgian Fayre that I
dropped in at the masonic centre’s open
day. It was a building that I had walked
past a hundred times before. Anyway, I
was invited in, shown around, and then
given an information leaflet.
I procrastinated over it for a while,
but subsequently moved away from the
area to be trained to be a professional
photographer. After that I moved to
Hampshire but spent
then some considerable
time away covering the
fighting in Afghanistan in
my new army role as a
photographer.
Eventually on returning
to the UK I finally rang
the number on the
information leaflet that
I had been given at the
open day. However,
since by then I’d moved
away from Dorset and
into Hampshire I was
introduced to a local
lodge, Andover’s,
Norman Gate Lodge and
joined in 2012.

“I enjoy the seriousness of
the ceremony - but I also
enjoy the after proceedings
and the laughs we have.”
Steve Blake

of knowledge and has guided me through
my masonic journey. It’s also great that
both his wife and mine get on so well, often
sharing a coffee or going to feed the horses

I met fellow mason and now my
best friend, Ash Bennette, by pure
coincidence. I was shopping at a local
Sainsbury’s with a jacket which had a
forget-me-not badge
hung in the back of my
car. Ash parked by me,
saw this and left me a
note on the windscreen,
with just a lodge number
on it.
Fast forward a few
months and we are
almost inseparable.
We love our masonry,
have similar personal
interests and spend
many weekends together
cooking, making
chutneys, going out and
generally having fun. It’s
been great.
Steve in the foreground, his wife Becky on the left.
Our wives get on
Behind: Ash and his wife Leigh, their daughter Holly and son Jude.
This was a perfect
really well, we get on
choice. Norman Gate has
well with Ash’s kids and
a military history and a
his wider family and it’s great. We are like
number of its members serve in the army.
while we are at our lodge rehearsals.
one big family. We are always chatting,
I was also very fortunate to be assigned
Learning ritual and performing it well is a
messaging, sharing jokes and organising
David Matthews as a personal mentor. Not
big part of masonry for me. I always want
our next lodge nights out. Many think we
only is he a very good and keen amateur
to be the best I can be. That’s military
don’t go anywhere without each other, but
photographer, he is an inspiration and has
standards for you!
that’s not quite true! “
become a sincere friend. David is a font

“We are like
one big family!”
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Nine Years – Nine New Lodges
Pax Hill Lodge, Rugby Bastion Lodge, Lodge of Brevity, Chequered Flag Lodge, Football Lodge, Spinnaker Lodge,
Hampshire and Isle of Wight Motorcyclists Lodge Samuel Cody Aviation Lodge and…

…Vectis Services Lodge

The lodge founders with
PGM Mike Wilks seated centre.

T

he creation of Vectis Services
Lodge makes this new lodge,
the ninth lodge to be formed in
the province during the nine years
under Mike Wilks leadership as it’s
Provincial Grand Master. It is also
the first new lodge on the ‘Island’
since the Ernest Moss Lodge was
formed 16 years ago in 2003.
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Over 200 masons were in attendance with
a number of the newer masons, able to
see for the first time, the symbolic and
unusual ceremony that is held during the
consecration a new lodge. Extremely
stormy mid March weather made
conditions for those getting to the Island a
challenging experience. Gale force winds,
driving rain, disrupted schedules and
suspended ferry services seemed to bring
out the camaraderie among those trying

to make their way to the consecration
meeting. Spirits were able to be kept high
and everyone made it to Cowes safe and
full of anticipation of the day ahead.
Held at Cowes Yacht Haven events
centre the ceremony was a wonderful
occasion: not only enjoyed by the
founders playing their part but by all the
masons who had come to watch and
support them in the formation of the new
lodge.

Insight

The consecration completed, Mike Wilks
closed the proceedings saying “I am in
my ninth year as your Provincial Grand
Master and this is the ninth lodge which I
have consecrated. Each consecration is
very special for the founders, and for the
province. For the founders, because they
are embarking on a great project full of
expectation. They are the catalyst for the
founding of an entirely new lodge, which
is one of the most exciting and fulfilling

being involved in the community of which
it is part; and which it serves. Service is
effectively what this lodge is about, its
members will have served the country or
the community which is their qualification
for involvement in the lodge.
Primus Master, islander and a serving
Royal Navy commander, David Hilton
MBE says “We are looking to build
the same sort of esprit de corps and
commitment we enjoyed when we
served in our
various services.
This sentiment
is embodied in
the lodge motto
– Defend, Save,
Serve.”

counts 41 founding members. Also there
are a further 6 founding joining members,
designated as such because they had not
completed the requisite three years as
Master Masons at the time of the founding
petition being signed.

Primus Master David Hilton pictured with PGM Mike
Wilks with his close escort, Swordbearer Charles
McGeoch, and Standard Bearers Lee Rayment and
Scott Spafford.

The Vectis
Services Lodge
was conceived by
Tony Latter, the
lodge’s Director
of Ceremonies,
from an idea he
had as a member
of the successful
Seafarers Lodge
in Gloucester. His
vision of likeminded
service personnel,
which included civil
servants and blue
light responders
has been
enthusiastically
received and
supported. The
inaugural roll call

Photo: Paul Moriarty
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Trumpet alarm heralds
the formal dinner

experiences within freemasonry.
For the province, not because we have
added a new lodge to the roll of lodges
within the province – but because we
have provided a vehicle for brethren with a
special interest to join together as masons
and enjoy their passion in like company.
The lodge is being founded during
a period of enlightenment within
freemasonry – a period during which we
understand the importance of freemasonry

The evening’s formal dinner was
heralded by trumpeter Denise Tizard.
Denise is a niece of Richard Cullen
one of the founding joining members
of Vectis Services Lodge.
At the after proceedings, Primus
Master, David Hilton presented
the Grand Superintendent of the
province’s Royal Arch masons, Alan
Berman, with the charity donations
collected from the tables. David
explained that he had recently made a
good recovery from prostate cancer.
He would therefore like the collected
donations - a superb total of £1123
including gift aid – to go to Prostate Cancer UK, the Grand Superintendent’s
chosen charity. Thanking David, Alan responded saying “This very generous
donation is thankfully received and will be faithfully applied”
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The Vine, now a flourishing centre

I

t started as a humble soup kitchen and
has now grown into an organisation that
provides a broad range of services to the most
disadvantaged members of the Aldershot
community.

Now the Vine Centre has received £500 from Alder Tree
Lodge that meets in the town.Gordon Lamb and Brian
Lawrence had pleasure in presenting the cheque from the
province’s charitable Tom Langton Fund to Mary Webb
and Diana Murdoch.
The donation will go towards expanding the arts therapy
classes which have been of tremendous benefit to some
of the clients who suffer from mental health issues or who
are isolated or socially disadvantaged.The Vine Centre
is run by a team of permanent staff and 15 volunteers.
Professional therapists and counsellors are bought in to
run specific courses.
The centre provides a one stop shop for anyone over
18 who is in need of practical support. Its list of services
includes counselling and advice on housing and benefits,
drug and alcohol abuse and anger management.Practical
support includes facilities for personal washing and
laundry, supplying clothes and meals.
There is also a club for the elderly, a job club, courses in
office, social and catering skills and the art therapy class.

Gordon Lamb and Brian Lawrence of Alder Tree Lodge with Diana Murdoch

Hirsute you, sir!

R

ichard Waldy, a member of Bourne Lodge in
Bournemouth had worn a pony tail for nearly 30
years until he had it chopped off for charity.

He was able to raise more than £2,000 for Macmillan Cancer
Support by consigning his barnet to the bin during the ‘Brave
the Shave’ national campaign.Richard explained his motivation
most movingly: “I work in the Ambulance Service, and I’ve briefly
stepped into the lives of hundreds of people affected by cancer;
from survivors making the most of life, to those with a few days
left and needing comfort and pain relief. I’ve seen first-hand the
devastation and the incredible care and support from people like
Macmillan.
On a personal note, my best friend has suffered from cancer for
the last ten years. He’s fought it off twice himself, but it claimed
many others in his family. Then his mother was diagnosed with
pancreatic cancer.
It can’t be cured, but there was a plan to buy as much time as
possible. However there wasn’t even time to put the plan in place.
The cancer had already spread and within a couple of weeks
she suffered respiratory failure and died, still trying to chat to the
nurses.
The greatest thing I can do for her is to Brave the Shave. I have
had long hair since I left school. It gave me a Samson-esque
strength and so it is the biggest sacrifice I can make for a friend.”
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Blustery weather fails to dampen
attendance at Thanksgiving

The Mayor of Winchester Cllr Frank Pearson
is introduced to the PGM by one of the
Provincial Stewards Andrew Brown

A

record high number of local masons and their families turned out in the face of bad weather warnings to
attend the province’s spiritual highlight of the year.

Following early wet and windy weather, the
clouds eventually parted and the sun shone
out over Winchester Cathedral for the
Service of Thanksgiving. This year it was
incorporated into the Cathedral’s Evensong.

The one thousand year old Cathedral,
which is one of the largest Cathedrals
in Europe, provided a perfect setting
to celebrate the 150th anniversary of
the amalgamation of the Province of
Hampshire and the Province of Isle of
Wight which occurred on 25th June 1869.

The Provincial Grand Master, Mike
Wilks and his wife Kay, were extremely
pleased to welcome fellow masons and
their families, and the province’s guests
who included The Lord Lieutenant
of Hampshire, The High Sherriff of
Hampshire, The High Sherriff of the Isle
of Wight, The Mayor of Winchester, The
Lord Mayor of Portsmouth, and other
Civic Leaders from across the province.
They were also pleased to welcome
representatives from numerous charities
which have been supported by the
province throughout the years.
Mike Wilks addressed the invited
guests at a reception in the Wessex
Centre following the service, saying
“Freemasonry in the combined province
is strong – in terms of the number of
members, we are the largest province
under Grand Lodge and there is no doubt
that the combination of the two provinces
has been highly beneficial to freemasonry
in Hampshire, which we often refer to as
the North Island, and of course the Isle
of Wight, or South Island with growth in
our province significantly greater than the
combination of the other 46 provinces
under Grand Lodge.” He thanked
the invited guests for their support for
freemasonry across the province.
Isle of Wight mason, David Hilton one

of the organisers of the event said “It
was a very memorable occasion. We
participated in a wonderful and thought
provoking service during which we were
treated to the glorious singing of the
Cathedral’s choristers.”

I am delighted that our
celebratory service could be held
in a building that is steeped in
centuries of prayer
Robin Nash
Provincial Grand Chaplain
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Lady masons now
meeting at the Knole

History was made recently when a lodge of lady Masons met at
Freemasons’ Hall in Bournemouth.
Bourne Lodge no. 37 is governed by the Honourable Fraternity
of Ancient Freemasons and now meets seven times a year at the
Knole Road venue.
The members – who call themselves brothers – work just as
male Freemasons do and perform the same ceremonies.
Female Freemasons meet under two Grand Lodges and past
members include many notable people.
Members of Bourne Lodge 6959 – the male lodge which meets
at Knole Road - will attend a white table event held by their lady
counterparts to welcome them to the building.

Loving cup comes to
Portsmouth’s university lodge
The universities scheme travelling loving
cup entered the Province of Hampshire
and Isle of Wight for the first time when it
was claimed by Domus Dei Lodge from
Portsmouth.
The cup was donated by David
Williamson, the Founder President of the
universities scheme on his retirement as
president in 2015. Its aim is to encourage
inter-visiting between universities scheme
lodges.
To claim the cup a lodge has to attend
a meeting of the holder with at least four
brethren. Blake Hopley, Worshipful Master
of Domus Dei Lodge, was presented with
the trophy by Stephen Goulding from
the Lodge of Union in Chichester, West
Sussex.
Blake said: “We were warmly welcomed
with reception drinks before a first class
ceremony and an excellent dinner. It
was a great evening of friendship and
camaraderie.”
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Claiming the cup! (l-r) are Gwilym Goddard-John, Adrian Fretter, Blake Hopley , Steve Goulding WM, Lodge of
Union with members Tom Bickerton and Paul Searley.
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1,500 presents and more than £2,000
delivered to the Hampshire charity SCRATCH.

Santas’ wheelie good delivery
M

otorcycling freemasons many
dressed at Santa delivered
1,500 presents to the Hampshire
charity SCRATCH, which
distributed them to youngsters
before Christmas.

Southampton where the donations were
handed over. SCRATCH (Southampton
City Region Action to Combat Hardship)

The Widow’s Sons Masonic Bikers
Association (Southern Chapter) also
presented a cheque for more than £2,000
for the charity’s Christmas Complete
project. Boxes were placed in masonic
centres across the county where toys
were donated by Freemasons. Some
lodges also raised money through raffles.
The bikers, led by the Provincial
Grand Master Mike Wilks, set off from
the province’s HQ in Chandler’s Ford to

was formed in 1999 to relieve the effects
of poverty in the area.
A spokesman from SCRATCH said
the support from the freemasons was
‘amazing’ and added: “Donations of over
£2,000 will allow us to purchase items
when we have shortages for particular age
groups.”
Mike Wilks, said: “As freemasons we are
committed to helping our communities.
Our members raise money for many
charities and good causes but it is
especially at this time of year we think of
those less fortunate than ourselves.
“It’s an honour to support SCRATCH
and assist them with the wonderful work
they do in our communities. We hope our
donations made Christmas a little easier
for children and young people.”

Something to
shout about. Oyez!

You might have heard Terry Hamer. He’s the official Town Crier for Romsey and a member
of Clausentum Lodge that meets in Woolston.
As well as his crying duties, Terry is active within the Scout movement and acts in too
many other voluntary roles to list in this magazine.
However, last autumn brought a moment that can never be repeated. In Commemoration
of the 100 years of Remembrance on Remembrance Sunday, 11th November 2018, at
precisely 19.05 hours in Romsey Abbey, he gave a Cry for Peace.
This message was expressed by 100 criers across the globe, one following the other.

23

Insight

www.hampshirefreemasonry.com

Supporting war veterans

M

ore than 70 military veterans
and their families were
entertained at a special luncheon
in Bournemouth, organised by the
local freemasons. It was an early
gesture to honour those, many
from the town, who served in the
armed forces.

our service veterans can often be side-lined
by the annual act of remembrance.
As a result, it has been the local
freemasons’ objective to focus our
attention on those who are still suffering
from the after effects of service and still
need our masonic support.”
During the dinner the estate

management of the Bournemouth War
Memorial Homes, along with residents,
took the opportunity of celebrating the
founding of the charity in 1948. Tracy
Poole, the estate manager, produced a
mouth-watering birthday cake which was
cut by the homes’ oldest residents to
much acclaim.

Some veterans received life changing
service-related injuries and live in the
Bournemouth War Memorial Homes. It is 70
years since the founding of the war memorial
homes, which now number more than 50.
Also attending the event was the town
Mayor, Cllr Derek Borthwick, and his wife
Dorothy, as well as representatives from
military charities including the SSAFA,
BLSMA, the Not Forgotten Assocoation
and the homes’ trustees.
A band played during the lunch held
at Freemasons’ Hall in Knole Road
Bournemouth and performed war tunes
from bygone days. Lieutenant Colonel Alan
Davies, one of the organisers and a member
of Knole Lodge, said: “Sacrifices made by

Come dine with me

The Lord
Mayor ends his
evening at the
Cosham Dinea-Friend event
with a pint and
chat at the bar

Dine-a-friend evenings have become
something of a fixture in the province
and are credited with bringing dozens of
people into freemasonry.
And even the Lord Mayor of
Portsmouth, Cllr Lee Mason, attended
one such event at Portsmouth’s masonic
centre at Cosham.
Following a presentation by local
masons and some enthusiastic questions
from the guests, he joined the South East
Area Assistant Provincial Grand Master
Barrie Hewitt and all the others for a
meal. Responding to a toast from Barrie,
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the Lord Mayor
thanked all the
hosts and said he
found the evening
enjoyable and
enlightening and
that it was a good
way to introduce
freemasonry to
interested men.
There were 92
people in total
attending on the
evening with 44 non masons who left with
far more knowledge about freemasonry
than when they arrived.

A good way to
introduce freemasonry
to interested men
The Lord Mayor of Portsmouth,
Cllr Lee Mason
In the province’s Solent Area Dine-aFriend evenings are held three times a

year, in Gosport, Fareham and on the Isle
of Wight.
Assistant Provincial Grand Master
David Foot said: “They have proven to
be a valuable recruitment tool. We have a
close to 40% success rate and even those
that don’t end up joining go away after
having had an enjoyable evening and with
a better understanding of our wonderful
organisation!”
The events across the provincial areas
are actively promoted on social media
as well as through lodges and masonic
centres.
There were plenty of new potential
members in Bournemouth for a recent
Dine-a-Friend event. Around 100 people,
half of them masons and half their guests,
attended a talk by Assistant Provincial
Grand Master Leon Whitfield and Chris
Lockwood.

They gave an informative and
entertaining introduction to freemasonry
and took questions from the floor. Perhaps
the organiser’s secret in getting so many
to attend was to put on a curry afterwards?
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Championing the
Members Pathway

T

he past Provincial Membership Chairman and our newest
Assistant Provincial Grand Master is passionate about the future of
freemasonry and our ability to attract and retain members who will enjoy
a lasting masonic experience.
A View from James Kneller our
newest APGM…

The first twenty years of my masonic
journey were unremarkable. With a busy
job and a young family my masonic focus
was in my mother lodge, which meets
in Basingstoke. I loved being the lodge
Director of Ceremonies, although ten
years in the role was probably five years
to many.
I spent four years living and working
abroad but when I returned in 2014 the
province had already changed in many
ways. In 2015 the PGM appointed me
Provincial Membership Chairman, a role I
loved. My appointment as APGM in 2018
was completely unexpected, but at the
same time a great honour.
I would best be described as a social
mason as the fun and friendship of
the after proceedings are as important
to me as the work in the lodge room.
Friendship is the greatest gift masonry
has given to me.
As an area APGM you are given a warm
and friendly welcome whenever you visit
one of your lodges. This never ceases to
remind me how privileged I am to hold the
position and the importance therefore of
supporting the lodges in my area.
I cannot overstate the joy I feel when I
see double ceremonies and the welcome
our initiates receive when joining
freemasonry. I see my job as making
sure we continue to care for our brethren,

young and old, so that they can share
that same joy as another brother starts his
lifelong journey in the craft.
In the same way I feel genuine sadness
when I visit a struggling lodge whose
members as yet have not felt able to
adopt the Members Pathway and the
collective tools the pathway provides to
help attract and retain our members. I am
blessed with a fantastic area team who
are desperate to help our lodges grow
and prosper. Given the chance, we will be
there to support all our lodges.
I have been lucky to have a mentor
throughout my masonic journey and I am
passionate to see all our brethren given
the same opportunity. Great mentoring,
caring for our brethren, and utilising
the Members Pathway is I believe the
foundation for a successful future.

Speaking about the Members Pathway initiative
at this year’s Special Meeting, Mike Wilks says
“It’s tried and tested, in that many lodges in
this province and other provinces are using the
‘pathway’ to very good effect. It’s not difficult
and it works! See more on pages 14 & 15.

Friendship is
the greatest gift
masonry has
given to me
James Kneller APGM
North Central Area

Surprise lunch for Mary

The end of March saw the retirement of Mary Thorpe the long term secretary at the provincial
office. Mary has worked for the province since February 2000 and during this period has
provided an unrivalled level of knowledge and support to all while making many good friends
in the process.
A special farewell lunch was attended by Mike Wilks and his wife Kay. Mike presented
Mary with a travel voucher on behalf of the provincial orders along with a splendid ‘retirement
clock’ which had been specially made for her by Noel Voice. Mike Wilks says “It was a lovely
occasion for this lady who has done so much for Hampshire and Isle of Wight masons over the
years. Mary will be missed by all, she retires with the best wishes of all of us in the province.”
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New defibrillator for
the Seaview public

There is now a second
defibrillator available
in Seaview on the Isle
of Wight after Island
based, Spithead Lodge
bought one.
The British Heart
Foundation provided
an external cabinet
to house it in. Local
electrician Terry
Parsons fitted the
cabinet free of charge.
The defibrillator’s
availability was
presented to Cllr Barry
Elliott, vice chair of the
Nettlestone and Seaview
Council, by the Spithead
Lodge secretary Bob Cooper. Cllr Elliott said: “On behalf of the
residents of Seaview I thank the Lodge for their generosity in
purchasing the defibrillator and the British Heart Foundation and
Terry of KT Electrical for making this life saving facility available.
“We all hope it will never have to be used, but it is now here if
ever needed”.
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Nice to see we have
some young readers...
Gosport Freemasonry in the Community (FITC) ambassador
Graham Brown meets one of our young readers.
Graham, a member
of Rowner Lodge
was manning the
FITC display at this
year’s Saltern Show,
when fellow mason,
Dick Field, along with
Gramae his seven
year old grandson,
dropped in for a chat.
The copies of
Insight on display
there caught young
Gramae’s attention.
Looking through the
pages, he was really
interested to see
how grandad and his
friends are able help
many different needy
people.

Mike ‘Deadly’ Dedman makes
knock-out blow

F

earsome freemason Mike Dedman climbed into the boxing ring for the
first ever time and raised hundreds of pounds for charity – aged 63.
The plucky pugilist – dubbed ‘Deadly’ - won his bout by way of technical
knock-out in the third round against a much younger opponent.
He was cheered on by a large crowd at the Bournemouth International
Centre, which included members of Meyrick Lodge, which Deadly
belongs to. The money he raised went to Cancer Research and he
so enjoyed training for the fight he’s carrying on.
The undefeated southpaw heavyweight, who also plays
for New Milton Rugby Club, said: “I wanted to raise some
money for Cancer Research and saw the opportunity to
take part in a white collar boxing event. It required a
great deal of training, which I really enjoyed. I had no
idea how I would get on but wanted to put on a good
show. I got well hit in the second round but carried
on and was delighted to get the win. I’d also like to
thank everyone for being so generous. I am going to
carry on training and I might do another fundraiser
next year – possibly wing walking!”
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Provincial Clubs

Insight

Around the Province of Hampshire and Isle of Wight we have many clubs to
help bring together our extended family of members and lodge widows.
To find details of events near you, please contact your nearest club.

Your window into Hampshire
& Isle of Wight
Freemasonry
Aldershot and Farnborough - Concord Club
Contact:
Alan Babister

01252 683113

Alton, Bordon and Petersfield - Watercress Club

Contact: David Pennell

01420 473107

Botley and Woolston - Rendezvous Club

Contact: Gino Fanti

01489 783612

Bournemouth - Knole Club

Contact: Ken Iball

01202 890241

Chandlers Ford - Amity Circle

Contact: Malcom Collier

07736 775681

Cosham and Portsmouth - Capstan Club

Contact: Malcolm Childs

023 9225 7244

Fareham - Chatterbox Club

Contact: Kay Usher

01329 845521

Gosport - Banter Club

Contact: Geoff O’Neill

02393 113534

Isle of Wight - Compass Group

Contact: Peter Cattle

01983 524289

Totton - Waterside Friendship Circle

Contact: Mike Taylor

02380 862531

Winchester, Basingstoke and Andover - Acorn Club

Contact: Neil Morse

01264 354303
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Ladies Festivals &
Lodge Social Events

Our team of Peter & Daniel
are at your service

Prime Bournemouth, East Cliff location
109 elegant, ensuite bedrooms including
seven suites
Banquets from 50 – 250 guests
Excellent leisure facilities, on site beauty spa
Complimentary car parking, and reserved
spaces for VIP’s
Charity donation

The Queens Hotel and Spa
Meyrick Road, Bournemouth, Dorset BH1 3DL

T: 01202 554415
masonic@queenshotelbournemouth.com
www.queenshotelbournemouth.com

PRICES FROM £119.00 - £169.00 PER PERSON FOR THE WEEKEND
& BANQUETS FROM £34.50 PER PERSON
“If you require a recommendation, the fact I am writing this
is it!! Well done, thank you… simply the best”
Jane, Presiding Lady, West Sussex
“Thank you for everything. It was a brilliant night.”
Richard, President, Hampshire & IOW
“The meals on both evenings was of a first class standard.”
Laurie, Festival Secretary, London
“Thank you for your help, the feedback has been incredible.”
Alistair, Festival Secretary, West Sussex

“All our guests had a wonderful time and were full
of praise for the standard of catering, the band was
excellent, and the toast master was very good.”
Jenny, Presiding Lady, London
“Thank you for making our weekend and Gala Dinner
such a success.”
Maxine, Grand Secretary, HFAF
“We shall definitely be back!”
Jayne, Presiding Lady, Hampshire

