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Daniel, one of the children at Naomi 
House childrens’ hospice using Lifelites 
virtual reality (VR) technology to escape 

the confines of his condition.

The Provincial Grand Master’s  
Appeal strikes a chord with the 

brethren, see page 11.
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Main front cover photo – This year’s cheque presentation at Cosham Masonic 
Centre, which was attended by the Lord Mayor or Portsmouth and the Mayor of 
Havant, who whitnessed over £50,000 given to local charities and good causes.

Read and enjoy...

This publication continues to excel and I wish to congratulate all those 
who contributed to it’s production on another outstanding issue which 
includes an overview of the changes made at the centre of the province 
to take it forward in an ever changing world. 

It is important that we keep abreast of developments outside 
freemasonry so that we remain a part of the community which we serve.  

As we move forward, we will be consecrating another special interest 
lodge – referred to at page 5.   

This is the ninth such lodge consecrated in the past nine years and 
takes the number of lodges in the province to two hundred and fifty eight.  

Our support for charities and charitable causes continues apace as is 
very clear – the wonder of freemasonry is that our members do this whilst 
enjoying themselves and having fun as I think is clear from the articles. 

Michael J. Wilks
Provincial Grand Master

Keeping pace 
with the modern world

During his address at this years AGM  
the Provincial Grand Master recalled 
his first Provincial Appointment and 
the words he received from the then 
Provincial Grand Master, RW Bro  
Thomas B Langton MC at his investiture.

“Michael this is not for what  
you have done, it is for  
what you are going to do.”
See the highlights of his address  
on pages 14 & 15

Mike Wilks as 
the first WM of 
The Hampshire 
and Isle of Wight 
Provincial Grand 
Stewards Lodge.
November 1987
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I was privileged to be appointed the Deputy Provincial Grand Master this year, having previously been an 
Assistant Provincial Grand Master for the past seven years. I am conscious of the hard act I have to follow in 

the footsteps of Graham Williams who did a terrific job for many years. 
I was initiated 31 years ago and the 
reason I am still a member goes right 
back to the welcome, friendship and 
encouragement I received on joining. We 
didn’t have Mentoring or Membership 
Officers then, but I had some key brethren 
who performed these roles unofficially and 
continued to support me. It gave me the 
stability and guidance I needed.

I enjoyed my time as Secretary of my 
Lodge for ten years 
and learnt so much 
in that office. Had 
a great year as a 
Provincial Steward 
and then I was 
honoured to be made 
an active Provincial 
Warden by the PGM 
Ernest Moss.  This is 
where my masonic  
education, visiting 
and friendship started 
to expand. In due 
time, Grand Rank 
followed, becoming a 
Visiting Grand Officer 
and then Group Area Representative (prior 
to the new Area structures) for Botley & 
Woolston Lodges which I did for six years 
before our current PGM asked me to 
become an APGM.

I subsequently became a member of 
Grand Lodge’s Audit Committee where I 
developed a wider understanding of our HQ 
and its operations.

The  implementation of the Area 
structure was a big step for us all and we 
have learnt a huge amount but I believe 
it has ensured that Cabinet members are 
closer to their lodges and Brethren. 

People often ask, is this a full time 

job? Well, I have always worked on that 
old adage “if you want something done 
then ask a busy person”. Until April 
this year, I was working full time as an 
HR Professional and it is a question of 
priorities and balance. My craft masonry is 

my priority, however, 
my love for the select 
and progressive 
Orders is well 
known and without 
doubt my personal 
development, and 
friendship circle has 
hugely increased. 

Externally to 
Masonry, I have 
always been involved 
in volunteering as an 
adult. Initially, with 
Scouting, then into the 
Reserves and Royal 
Observer Corps and 

currently with St John Ambulance and the 
Royal British Legion all in the Hampshire 
county. I also sit as a Magistrate on the 
Southampton Bench. I am a Liveryman and 
enjoy my involvement with the Order of St 
Lazarus.

I couldn’t do any of this without the 
support of my wife, Lynn. She has and is 
incredibly encouraging and accommodating! 
She works full time, is a local school 
governor and has ended up joining some of 
the non masonic things I am involved with 
– “if I want to see more of him then….”. We 
do maintain an active family and social life 
and grab some time away too.

To the future 
I am already spending more time at 
Provincial Office. The Deputy PGM has 
a number of statutory responsibilities 
to perform – Chairing the Finance & 
General Purposes Committee, the 

Disciplinary Committee, the Appointments 
& Promotions Committee, the Provincial 
Team Leaders Group and now the Best 
Practise Team meetings. I am also the 
President of the Grand Officers Mess and 
the Visiting Officers Mess. I meet with 
the PGM informally on a regular basis 
where we discuss issues outside of the 
formal monthly Cabinet meetings. I am 
fortunate that the PGM involves me in 
everything that he is doing and it is truly 
a ‘daily advancement’. Masonry, like life, 
teaches you that just as you have learnt or 
mastered one thing – another new way or 
experience has to be embraced.

My proposer told me before I was 
initiated that Masonry is to be ‘enjoyed 
and not endured’. I thoroughly enjoy what 
I do. However, we are all volunteers and 

each Brother makes the contribution 
that he can, when he can. When I attend 
lodge meetings and functions, officially or 
privately, I want to enjoy them. We must 
as a fraternity never lose sight of that.

“ Freemasonry is a way  
of life to be enjoyed”

The new Deputy PGM, Jonathan Whitaker 
passionately advocates the words of guidance given 
before his initiation and says...

I couldn’t do any of this without the support of my wife, Lynn.  
She has been, and is incredibly encouraging and accommodating! 

Masonry, like life, teaches you that 
just as you have learnt or mastered 
one thing – another new way or 
experience has to be embraced.

Jon and Lynnn 
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WWW.SLATERS.CO.UK

THE SECRET OF 
LOOKING GOOD
At Masonic occasions when only immaculate 
clothing will suffice, Slaters excel in providing the 
perfect choice. Black jackets, vests, tailcoats and 
striped trousers along with our lounge, business and 
dinner suits options provide an exceptional range. 
With our FREE ALTERATIONS SERVICE, we will 
ensure the perfect fit. Formal Hire also available. 
Now you know, why not call in?

SLATERS BASINGSTOKE

7 HAMPSTEAD HOUSE  
FESTIVAL PLACE  
BASINGSTOKE  RG21 7LG
T: 01256 300400

DIARY DATE: Consecration, Cowes Yacht Haven Marina IoW, 16th March 2019

“We are looking to build the same sort of esprit de corps and commitment we 
enjoyed when we served in our various services. With over 40 Founders and a  
queue waiting to join, I am convinced this new Lodge will make a positive impact.”   
says Primus Master, Cdr David Hilton MBE RN, pictured left.

The Vectis Services Lodge was conceived 
by Tony Latter, the lodge’s designate 
Director of Ceremonies, from an idea 
he had as a member of the successful 
Seafarers Lodge in Gloucester. His vision 
of likeminded service personnel, which 
included civil servants and blue light 

responders has been enthusiastically 
received and supported. The new  Lodge 
will form one of the many new special 
interest lodges in Hampshire and Isle of 
Wight – dedicated to a variety of subjects; 
from football to sailing.

David adds, “It will be an amazing 
honour and privilege to be Installed as 
Primus Master of the new Vectis Services 
Lodge. The Consecration neatly coincides 
with the 150th anniversary of the merger of 
Hampshire and Isle of Wight Provinces.” 

Vectis Services Lodge
Latest special interest lodge is set to personify the 
camaraderie of service life and masonry.

The Executive steering committee and the 
driving force (back row L-R) Simon Thomas 
(Chap.), Gary Eldridge (Tres.), John Ostacchini 
(Sec.), Tony Lattter (DC), (front row L-R) 
Kenneth Young (SW),  David Hilton (Master),  
Arthur Niblett (JW).
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Outstanding success across the 
province – record amounts donated
Hundreds of charities and good causes are already benefiting after 
Hampshire and Isle of Wight Freemasons donated more than 
£370,000 this year!
This is on top of the donations to Masonic charities and the money was handed out in presentation evenings 

across the province. Mayors, an MP, other dignitaries and our omnipresent Provincial Grand Master Mike 
Wilks attended these special events. And representatives of the charities and good causes spoke about the 
work they did within the community.
Mike Wilks explains “During the 
course of our masonic journey we 
are taught to be caring and support 
those less fortunate than ourselves. 
Regular giving is key and each 
lodge has a Charity Steward who 
encourages members to make regular 
contributions, gift aided where 
possible because of the tax reclaim. 
All monies donated come from our 
own resources – we do not raise 
funds from the public.  We do not 
all have deep pockets – many of our 
members are on fixed income – but 
wherever they fall in the spectrum of 
life, they know that there is always 
someone much worse off who needs 
support and as Freemasons they 
have a responsibility to provide it.”
Take Aiden Farrell who along with his 
mum and dad was at the Portsmouth cheque presentation evening. 

Young Aiden at the previous years event had received donations 

for treatment after he had an operation 
to help him walk. The youngster has 
cerebral palsy and needed selective 
dorsal rhizotomy to get him on his 
feet. However, he now needs a lot of 
expensive non NHS aftercare.

His mum Sara said the previous 
year’s donations had gone on trips  
to Scotland for specialist treatment 
and physiotherapy, “He’s doing 
amazingly. He’s coming on leaps and 
bounds”.

 Sara said, “His left foot has 
completely collapsed, and he’s got to 
have reconstructive surgery on that. 
He’s not letting that stop him, he’s 
still working as hard.” 

Sara happily adds “These 
donations will enable Aiden to 
continue receiving his vital treatment.’

There is now hope Aiden will finally reach his dream of being able 
to walk- something most children of his age can take for granted.

GOSPORT/FAREHAM The Mayor of Gosport, Cllr Diane 
Furlong, and the Deputy Mayor of Fareham, Cllr Pamela Bryant, 
witnessed £32,000 being given out by brethren of lodges based 
in Gosport and Fareham. Over the last three years these Solent 
area lodges have raised more than £100,000.

£51,761 DONATED

PORTSMOUTH Over £50,000 was given away at a cheque 
bonanza in Cosham. In total, 55 charitable organisations will 
benefit. The Lord Mayor of Portsmouth, Cllr Lee Mason, and 
Lady Mayoress, along with the Mayor and Mayoress of Havant 
supported the South East Area presentation evening.

£32,000 DONATED

Aiden with his mum and dad along with Darren Pullen of Portus 
Magnus Lodge and Grant Cameron from Comrades Lodge. 
Among other Portsmouth based Lodges, their lodges have 
been long term supporters, with their respective lodges raising 
funds over several years on behalf of Aidens vital treatment. 
Darren Pullen, a friend of the family says, “They started the 
fundraising but realised they would need to be accountable 
so linked up with The Tree of Hope an independent charity.” 
The Tree of Hope helps those individuals who struggle to 
get help and enables them to become accountable for the 
donations received.
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ISLE OF WIGHT Across the water on the Isle of Wight, the 
Solent Area presente a whopping £70,000 – out of a grand total 
of £90,000 that the brethren raised. The Lord Lieutenant of the 
island, Major General Martin White, attended the event with other 
dignitaries.

LYMINGTON At the historic centre in Lymington, a hat-trick of 
mayors representing Lymington, New Milton and Christchurch 
were at the presentation evening at which £35,000 was given to 
representatives of 34 charities and good causes.

BORDON And at a second presentation evening in the 
Province’s North East area, £14,225 was given away in Bordon. 
Dignitaries including Cllr Derek Gardner, Mayor of Alton, Cllr 
Lesley Farrow, Deputy Mayor of Petersfield, and Cllrs Adam 
Carew and Tony Muldoon enjoyed the evening.

£65,000 DONATED

£31,500 DONATED

£21,708 DONATED

SOUTHAMPTON At the Albion Place centre in Southampton 
more than £65,000 was presented, out of which 67 charities 
and good causes will benefit. The Mayor of Southampton, Cllr 
Stephen Barnes-Andrews, was guest of honour at the South 
Central area event.

BOURNEMOUTH The Masonic centre in Knole Road, 
Bournemouth, was packed as £35,000 was handed out from 
lodges in the South West area. Mayor of Bournemouth, Cllr Derek 
Borthwick, and his wife Dorothy, attended, and saw 45 charities 
and good causes receive their cheques.

FARNBOROUGH Dignitaries including Aldershot MP Leo 
Docherty, as well as the Mayor of Rushmoor, Sophia Choudhary, 
and Cllrs Ken Muschamp, Charles Choudhary and Diane Bedford 
witnessed £21,708 being handed out in Farnborough at the North 
East area presentation evening.

£90,000 DONATED

£35,000 DONATED

£14,255 DONATED
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Lodge supports young footballers

“It’s great to have success at the football, no not the 
world cup. To us a much more important football 
success, the Sholing Under Sevens Team”, triumphs 
Lodge mentor Pete Desty.

Pete proudly adds, “We’ve funded the basic kit and 
the boys are doing great. At their first  tournament they 
played as under 8’s and came third, a year ahead of the 
group, in their second Tournament they came first.” 

The newly formed club’s success continues. When 
competing in the Hamble Club Tournament they beat 
the other teams winning their first major trophy which 
was the Football For Cancer Trophy.      

Summing up Pete concludes, “This is a great example 
of Freemasonry in the Community, and when you see the 
smiles, not only on the kids’ faces, but also those of the 
coaches and parents you realise what good we can do.”

Southampton based 
Beach Lodge donates 
£400 to newly formed 
Sholing under 7s.

The winners’ cup, the players medals and the 
very pleased Team Coaches: Mike and Ricky

Victorian Charity Cricket Match
Alton Lodges team up to support local Children and Family Centre
Members from all the five masonic lodges in Alton; Shalden, Amery, Aultoun, Camelot and Holybourne, 

came together once again to take part in his year’s “Alton Victorian Charity Cricket Match” held on The 
Butts, Alton. This was the third consecutive year that Alton masons have participated in the event. 

All proceeds raised by the Alton 
Victorian Charity Cricket Match were this 
year donated to Bushy Leaze Children and 
Families Centre .

Bushy Leaze is an integrated 
Children and Families Centre, 
offering a range of services and 
facilities including: family support 
services, specialist support and 
provision for children with special 
educational needs and outreach 
services to pre-schools and families.

This year through generous 
donations by all lodges the team 
were able to present a cheque for 
£1,000 to the charity.

Rules of the tournament require 

all teams to have at least one lady and 
to play in Victorian attire and this year 
the team dressed as Victorian Explorers 

in white shorts, shirts and white pith 
helmets displaying the masonic logo and 
Hampshire crest.

Despite a superb performance by 
the Alton Masons and winning the 
second of their two matches they fell 
a few runs short of making the final.  
The team did however win “THE 
AIM CUP” for best dressed team, 
presented by the Alton Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry.

Team Captain Neil Sole along with 
Event Organiser Andy Brown, both 
agreed that this was an excellent 
opportunity to support freemasonry in 
the community. 
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Insight was recently contacted by Christchurch Mason Philip  
Wycliffe-Jones for help. Philip explains that during a recent house  
re-organisiation his daughter discovered an item he had long forgotten. 
It was a testimonial from the Royal Humane Society regarding saving the 
life of a girl who was in imminent danger of drowning.
“The family have prompted me to try to 
find out what happened to this young 
girl. My daughter, Elaine, who is a Daily 
Mail reader, urged me to get the paper 
involved as they run a Missing and Found 
section. I did this and their article was 
published in July.

In 1962 I was on holiday in Croyde 

Bay, with my family. I became aware that 
people were attempting to reach a person 
who was being taken out to sea by a 
strong current. They had to give up and 
so sent for the Coastguard. I was a strong 
swimmer and had some life saving training 
and so was compelled to make an attempt 
to save this person, who turned out to be 

a young girl aged about 13. Getting to her, 
even though the sea was very rough, was 
the easy bit, but I then had to get her out 
of the current and into calmer waters and 
back to the shore where I returned her to 
her parents. 

The next thing that I knew was a letter from 
the Chief Constable of Hampshire advising 
me of the award. This letter is the only clue I 
have that her surname was Beech.”

Philip’s piece in the newspaper and his 
recent searches have not so far brought 
any positive results. He would love to 
know what happened to this young lady.

“ I would love to know 
what happened to this 
young lady”
Croyde Bay hero hopes his life-saving actions of 
59 years ago led to a full life. Philip Wycliffe-Jones today, and 

member of Christchurch Lodge of 
Expatiation.

The PGM gets them going...
Over forty classic cars, motorcycles and a 

fire engine containing 85 adults and three 
children were  ‘flagged off’ by the Provincial 
Grand Master Michael Wilks. 
It was the third Chequered Flag Lodge rally organised by 
the lodge secretary and founder member, Paul Lea. 

The rally started at Botley Masonic Centre and went 
through Wickham, Denmead, Lavant and finally ending 
at Goodwood Race Circuit – in time for a buffet lunch. 
Directions were given via a ‘Tulip’ rally book. Profits from 
the sale of tickets and a raffle were donated to LifeLites. This year 
exceeded all expectations and 
a cheque was presented for 
£850.00. In the three years of 
these rallies Chequered Flag 
Lodge has donated almost 
£2,000 to this charity.

Participants were not only from 
Hampshire Lodges but other 
provinces including Berkshire, 
Surrey and Sussex. It was also an 
opportunity to meet non-masons 
who ‘joined in’.

Chequered Flag Lodge was consecrated in November 2015 and 
is one of the Provinces “Special Interest” Lodge of which there 

are currently eight. Chequered Flag Lodge 
aims to appeal to those members of the public 
and those Freemasons, who have an interest 
in any form of motorsport competitive or 
otherwise, whether it be sport, racing, rallying, 
marshalling or just watching. It is felt that by 
combining Freemasonry with a hobby involving 
the community and family will bring satisfaction 
to its members and promote the craft to a 
wider membership. 
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Charity starts at Homelea
The Countess Mountbatten Hospice in Southampton received £2,000 

from Homelea Lodge that meets in Botley. Karl Kurn presented a 
cheque to Eliza Dunn, the charity’s community and events fundraiser. The 
money was raised at a Christmas Carol event and the lodge’s ladies’ night.

The hospice provides end of life care, 
symptom control and respite care. It 
requires £1m a year to operate and 
donations are vital. Anyone with an 
end-of-life condition is able to receive 
care at the hospice, which is staffed by 
specialists. These include consultants 
in palliative medicine and doctors with 
other specialist skills, along with clinical 
nurse specialists, occupational therapists, 
physiotherapists, social workers and a 
multi-faith and belief chaplaincy team.

Eliza said: “We are over the moon to 
receive this wonderful donation from 
Homelea Lodge. It means we will be able 
to continue to provide vital services and 
it’s great to have this support from the 
community.”

Karl said: “The hospice provides a 
wonderful service in our community and we 
are pleased to be able to help it in our own 
small way.”

Before this summer’s heatwave 
we had an intense cold snap 

with snow and ice everywhere, 
Freemason Mark Flitter had a novel 
way of keeping warm – walking 
across red hot coals.

Along with 15 others he raised money for 
the Vine Centre in Aldershot. The centre aims 
to empower and enable anyone over the age 
of 18, particularly those who may be isolated, 
unemployed, vulnerable or homeless. It 
provides group support within areas such as 
counselling, anger management, budgeting, 
IT support and also runs a Job Club. The 
asbestos-soled fundraisers combined to 
raise more than £3,000 at the event held at 
Alderwood Senior School in Aldershot.

Mark, from Alder Tree lodge that meets in 
Farnborough, said: “There were no injuries 
just a lot of soot. But it was a great way to 
raise money for such a valuable charity in the 
community.”

Brian Lawrence from the lodge said: “I’ve 
seen many ways of fundraising but I’ve never 
come across this before. The lodge was 
very keen to support Mark and the other 
fire walkers and we were pleased to make a 
donation.”

Eliza Dunn, the charity’s community and events 
fundraiser with Steve Jenkins (left) and Karl Kurn 
(right) from the lodge

Mark hot-foots  
it for charity
Asbestos-soled  
fundraisers  
raise more  
than £3,000

Mark hot foots it over the coals
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The PGM’s Special Appeal in 2017 called for £50,000 to upgrade Lifelites equipment for Naomi House and 
Jacks Place hospice. Their mantra and actions are to give kids with limited lives unlimited possibilities.

The Appeal became oversubscribed in 
just six months and led to Mike Wilks 
agreeing with Lifelites that the province 
would additionally fund £25,000 for a 
important life changing project for children 
in the hospice’s newly formed Long Term 
Ventilation Unit. The appeal has been so 
well supported that money is still 
coming in from the brethren and 
their lodges and it will be able to 
assist Lifelites beyond this project.

Mike Wilks says “My Appeal to the 
brethren of the province to support 
Lifelites struck a chord right across 
the province, and within months 
of the appeal being launched, the 
brethren donated well in excess of 
the required £50,000.  The amount 
continued to increase and is now 
well in excess of £75,000.” He 
adds “This is in addition to the 
monies donated to other charities. 
The generosity of our brethren in 
supporting worthy causes seems 
to know no bounds!  The brethren 

should be enormously proud of their 
involvement and contribution.”

Endorsing the success of the appeal 
The Province’s Grand Charity Steward, 
Kevin Head says, “ I have seen at first hand 
the superb contribution towards the life 

and well-being of those in the hospices 
supported by Lifelites. The equipment is 
greatly appreciated by both the patients and 
those close to them in equal measure”.

 Kevin explains that the parent of a 
child recently commented “Touchscreen 

computers and switches, as 
well as the Magic Carpet, have 
enabled our son who requires 
constant supervision to have some 
independence and control over 
his environment. Also he is able to 
continue to have fun through play 
when his physical and cognitive 
functioning is being affected by 
seizures and medication. Thank 
you, Lifelites”. The hospice staff 
really value the technology with 
one recently saying “Using the 
Lifelites technology we can 
improve communication, choice, 
independence, sense of self, 
creativity, opportunities for fun, 
inclusiveness, improve connections 
and build relationships”.

Call us on: 02393 162777 or email: info@cdilimited.co.uk 
www.cdilimited.co.uk 

 

Call us on: 02393 162777 or email: info@cdilimited.co.uk 
www.cdilimited.co.uk 

We provide a cost effective solution to outsource your IT 
requirements offering a wide range of services, each tailored 

to meet the specific needs of your business. 

 Virtualisation 

 Office Relocations 

 IT Security 

 Disaster Recovery 

 IP CCTV 

Please contact us today to find out how we can help improve the 
efficiency of your business, reduce costs and increase productivity. 

 IT  Support 

 Cloud Services 

 Installations 

 Networking 

 IP Telephony 

  

 

“...my special appeal”

Mike Wilks, pictured left with his wife Kay, attend the 
presentation of a certificate by Lifelites’ CEO Simone Enefer-Doy 
to the CEO of Naomi House, Mark Smith. The certificate records 
that the ground breaking technology received by the hospice 
was entirely funded by H&IoW freemasons.
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The two Southampton University Lodge 
members and Nauti Buoys have been 
incredibly busy preparing for their Atlantic 
Challenge and departure in December. 
They’ve added a fifth team member, 
Rory Ormisiton an Army medic, have 
spent numerous weekends 
practicing rowing off the Essex 
coast and in the Solent, and 
countless hours in the gym. 
It’s not all hard work though; 
they also have to eat 4000 
plus calories a day which 
has left them in the enviable 
position of always being able 
to have another biscuit! 

The team have also been 
focused on fund raising for 
Cancer Research and are 
over 20% of the way to their 
fundraising target, once the 
proceeds from the boat sale 
are counted. Nick and Matt’s 
University Lodge has also 
been assisting the efforts 
by donating the proceeds 

of festive board collections to Cancer 
Research on the team’s behalf, so far 
they’ve raised well over £800.

If you’d like to learn more, or support  
the team’s campaign then visit  
www.thenautibuoys.com. 

Testing times ahead

Night time rowing practice 
in the Solent

As featured in the last issue of Insight -  
Nick Rakowski and Matthieu Poudevigne,  
face the ultimate test of strength and endurance

During this last year masons from the Provincial Grand Chapter of Hampshire and Isle of Wight continued 
their support for Hospices across the province, with Alan Berman the Chapters Grand Superintendent 

selecting the Earl Mountbatten Hospice, Newport, Isle of Wight as the recipient of their donations.
The total of the donations 
collected from individual 
Chapters across the province 
amounted to the magnificent 
sum of £39,532.60 and with  
gift aid yet to be claimed on  
this amount!

Following an invitation 
to see the good work their 
donations have contributed 
Alan Berman and members of 
his Provincial Executive visited 
the hospice.  Nigel Hartley the 
Chief Executive Office along 
with the Director of Nursing 
Liz Arnold gave the visitors a 
fascinating presentation covering 
the services offered and the 

considerable costs involved.
Alan rounded off his team’s 

visit giving a brief outline of 
the Supreme Order of the Holy 
Royal Arch, known as Chapter 
and the funds raised by the 
Order for charity over recent 
years. Afterwards everyone 
agreed that the visit had 
given them a much greater 
appreciation of the invaluable 
work performed by the hospice. 
The retiring Provincial Grand 
Charity Steward Bob Collins 
commented saying “We left the 
hospice knowing there is very 
grateful regard of our charitable 
fund raising.” 

Chapter masons donate over 
£39,000 to Isle of Wight Hospice

Alan Bermen and his wife Avril, CEO Nigel Hartley, Director of Nursing, 
Liz Arnold. Also present from the Chapter team, Colin Upton, Bob Collins 
and his wife Hilary, David Wood, Chris Davis and his wife Patsy, and 
Michael Fagelman.
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2019 Another year of celebration
The Hampshire and Isle of Wight Sesquicentenary 1869 -2019.
In June 1869 the separate Masonic Provinces of Hampshire and The Isle of 

Wight amalgamated to form the Province as we have known it ever since.  
During 2019 there will be several events 

themed to this anniversary, 
the first of which 

will be the Special 
Investiture meeting 
on Friday 1st 
February.  At 
this meeting the 

Provincial Grand 
Master honours 

brethren for their long or 
special services to freemasonry 

and it will include a presentation on the 
formation of the Province by George 
Mars who has been carefully researching 
historical documents.

On Sunday 
10th March 
the Provincial 
Service of 
Thanksgiving 
will be held at 
the Winchester 
Cathedral 
Evensong at 
3.30pm.  This 

lovely event will be the spiritual highlight 
of the year when we will be joined by 
the regular Cathedral congregation.  
This natural affinity between church 
and Freemasonry is mirrored at many 
Cathedrals throughout the country 
including Canterbury, Salisbury and 
Exeter to name but a few.  Freemasonry 
requires a belief in a Supreme Being and 
is thus open to all men of faith and does 
not discriminate on doctrine and because 
of which Christians, Jews, Muslims and 
those of other faiths can meet in harmony.  
Ladies Masonic Orders are similarly 
constituted.

On Saturday 1st June there will be a 
Grand Ball to be held at Cowes Yacht 

Haven, just a 100 metres from the Red Jet 
terminal in Cowes.  Those who attended 

the Tercentenary Ball in November 2017 
will need no further encouragement to book 
their places.  The Royal Marines Association 
Band will play through dinner and provide 
the fantastic ‘Last Night of the Proms’ 
session and the Post-horn gallop. 

The party will probably start  
on the Red Jet!

The evening will conclude with a great 
party led by ‘MaxDiscos’.  The party will 
probably start on the Red Jet!

Towards the end of the year Lodge 
of Peace and Harmony No 359 will be 
celebrating its Bi-centenary in Southampton 
on 21st October, Trafalgar Day.  
Demonstrating longevity in Freemasonry 
- this lodge was celebrating its 50th 
anniversary during the first year of the 
newly amalgamated Province of Hampshire 
and the Isle of Wight.

The events’ 
organiser Ian Preece, 
the province’s 
Grand Director of 
Ceremonies –  
looking forward to the 
coming year exclaims  
“What a year it will be!”

150 YRS TO GETHER

C
EL

EBR ATING1869–2019

Freemasons

and
Hampshire

Isle of Wight

Pro Grand Master  
visits King Arthur
The Pro Grand Master, Peter 

Geoffrey Lowndes, made a 
surprise visit to Bournemouth to 
mark David Mauleverer’s 50 years 
in Freemasonry. The pair had 
been Deputy Grand Directors of 
Ceremonies together in 1986. 
The Bournemouth Masonic Temple at 
Knole Road was filled to capacity for 
the meeting of King Arthur Lodge 5469, 
including many senior brethren. It was a 

Past Masters’ night with some significant 
differences. Members of David’s seven 
other lodges were present and past 
masters from each of those lodges took 
part in an excellent third degree ceremony 
for Bro Nick Young.

The 50-year certificate was presented 
by the Pro Grand Master after Roy Quinn, 
Assistant Provincial Grand Master of the 
Province of Hampshire and Isle of Wight, 
had given an overview of David’s masonic 
career. 

David said “It was wonderful to have 

so many friends present from all my other 
lodges and Chapter – and for so many 
of them to take part. Bernard Brown 
presented me with a set of silver ‘gavel’ 
cufflinks from the lodge, which I wasn’t 
expecting. That was quite moving as I had 
initiated Bernard over 40 years ago! The 
festive board was a little different as well 
and I think that we all had a lot of fun.”

(l-r) SW Richard Hutley,  David Mauleverer,  
the Pro Grand Master Peter Geoffrey Lowndes, 
WM Ron Adams, JW Andy Bradburn,  
Bernard Brown, APGM Roy Quinn
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Highlights from the Provincial Grand Masters Address; Provincial AGM 2018

“ We must never forget where we 
started our masonic journey”

Mike Wilks, Provincial Grand Master

Unwavering support of a Deputy 
who was a true friend

This is the ninth Provincial Annual 
Meeting which I have been privileged 
to lead as your Provincial Grand Master 
and by my side throughout has been V 
W Brother Graham Williams whom I was 
pleased to appoint as my Deputy on the 

day of my investiture. 
I cannot tell you how important it was, 

particularly during the early days after 
my appointment, to have the unwavering 
support of a Deputy who was a true friend. 
It is time for Graham to move on, as we 
plan for the future of the province, but I 
know that he will continue to support the 
province in every way possible. 

Graham is succeeded by Jon Whitaker 
who was one of my early appointments 
as Assistant Provincial Grand Master and 
who has been with us throughout the 
changes, including of course the creation 
of the area structure. 

Likewise, Bill Withers, who stands down 
as APGM for the NE Area after 5 years, in 
favour of his Area Chairman Peter Vosser. 
I have no doubt that Peter, and Jonathan 
Stainton-Ellis who replaces Jon as APGM 
for the SC Area, will rise to the challenges 
of their new roles. 

The Area APGMs have a pivotal role 
to play in the province, leading their area 
executives which have been so successful 
since they were established. 

Our growth across the province for the 
current calendar year is 3.85% which 
contrasts with the average of all provinces 
which is just under 1%. Notwithstanding, 
there is still much work to be done which 
will be overseen by the area teams who 
have been instrumental in bringing about 
this change in our fortunes. 

It must be very clear to all brethren 

that the changes which we have made 
over the past 8 years are working for 
the benefit of the province and our 
brethren. Nonetheless, there are still 
some brethren who oppose change 
regardless, apparently preferring to go 
down with a sinking ship rather than carry 
out necessary repairs. Such brethren are 
losing what influence they had with the 
vast majority of our brethren recognising 
that opposition to change is driven by 
an obsession which has no place in 
Freemasonry or indeed in the modern 
world. We are all passionate about 
freemasonry – never brethren allow that 
passion to develop into an obsession. 

The Masonic Pathway 
The Masonic Pathway has been highly 
successful, and the roll-out will continue in 
the coming year. I thank the membership 
and mentoring teams for their involvement 
and for giving up their time so freely 
which has made such a difference to our 
recruitment and retention programme. 

Recruitment is now routine
Recruitment is now a routine process in 
many lodges who are working double 
ceremonies to cope with the influx. 
Our new brethren are enjoying their 
freemasonry and introducing their 
friends in numbers. It is clear that they 
are enjoying their masonic experience 
and want to share it with their friends. 
Our focus lodges and learning and 

It is a very special meeting 
for the brethren I have been 
pleased to honour this 
afternoon – an important part 
of their masonic journey and I 
trust that it will live long in their 
memories.

I well remember my first 
Provincial appointment, I was 
privileged to be appointed a 
Provincial Grand Steward, and 
on being invested the Provincial 
Grand Master said – Michael, 
this is not for what you have 
done, it is for what you are 
going to do!  

Those words apply to all 
those brethren honoured this 
afternoon and I know that I, 
and the province, can rely on 
their support going forward. 
Brethren, you never know where 
you will end up.

Insight
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development teams are providing further 
insight for those who want it. 

The Masonic Experience
I believe that the masonic experience 
in many of our lodges is such that men 
joining those Lodges now are less likely 
to leave. Nonetheless resignations, which 
continue to decline, are still an important 
issue which must be addressed. Many 
resignations are by brethren who have not 
attended lodge for some years – and have 
been paying their annual subscription for 
no return. All lodges should address this 
issue.

Many lodges are keen to press brethren 
to pay up – sometimes accompanied by 
the threat of exclusion. Lodges should 
reflect on this. Brethren may have ceased 
attending lodge for a whole host of very 
good reasons, they continue to pay their 
annual subscription and therefore are 
supportive albeit from a distance, and we 
have a responsibility to look after them 
and make every effort to mentor them 
back into the lodge. 

 A telephone call by the almoner 
to check that the brother is “alright” 
falls woefully short of what is required. 
Likewise, a telephone call from the 
treasurer requiring payment of the annual 
subscription. 

Very often these brethren need a 
guiding hand to assist their return to 
their masonic journey.  This process of 
mentoring absentees back into the fold 
is very rewarding, and some Lodges do it 
routinely. Our experience is that brethren 
brought back into lodge in this way 
become regular attenders because they 
realise what they have been missing.

New special interest Lodge gets off 
to a flying start 
During the past year we have consecrated 
the Samuel Cody Aviation Lodge which is 
the eighth consecration in as many years. 
The lodge has a supply of initiates and 
indeed joining members which is the story 
of all the special interest lodges which we 
have created, two of which now appear in 
the list of 10 best lodges in the province 
by growth. I have no doubt Samuel Cody 
will shortly also be joining them in that list.

 New lodge on the Isle of Wight
 Next year we will be consecrating a new 
lodge on the Isle of Wight. The Vectis 
Services Lodge for men involved in the 
services, both military and civilian.  

Development of Focus Lodges
At the other end of the spectrum I am 
delighted that a number of our Installed 
Masters Lodges have agreed to become 
focus lodges to assist the training and 
development team to deliver masonic 
learning to those brethren who want to go 
beyond our ritual dramas. 

Supporting non masonic charities
Our support of local non-masonic 
charities with cheque presentations at 
Area events attended by civic dignitaries 
has continued throughout the year. Kay 
and I routinely attend these presentations 
and the support from civic leaders is 
heartening and an indication of the 
increased acceptance of the craft within 
the community. 

These events always involve our 
Freemasonry in the Community team and 
I wish to thank them for their involvement 
in so many activities in each of our six 
areas. This is a heavy but very rewarding 
commitment for those involved and I 
congratulate them on their logistical 
expertise which has enabled them in many 
cases to ensure support for two or more 
events on the same day. 

My Lifelites Appeal – the money 
continues to come in 
 At the last AGM I announced that we had 
reached our £50,000 target for Lifelites 
and its continuing involvement in Naomi 
House and Jacks Place just 4 months 
after the appeal was launched. 

 I tried to close the Appeal, but money 
continued to come in and so I had 
discussions with Lifelites as a result of 
which I am delighted to say that Lifelites 
have finalised an entirely new package 
to assist Naomi House with a long term 
ventilation unit – and to use this project 
as a pilot for similar projects at other 
children’s hospices across the country. 
The cost of the pilot scheme was £25,000 
and I am pleased to say we have already 
reached that amount. 

 It is a privilege to be able to assist these 
wonderful innovative charities to work 
together for the benefit of children and 
young persons with life limiting conditions 
right across the country. The appeal 
is now closed, but I know money will 
continue to come in.

Centenary marking the end of the 
Great War
 I am grateful to our Provincial Orator 
for producing a eulogy and a service to 
commemorate the anniversary of the 

end of the Great War. The service of the 
‘Empty Chair’ will be worked in a number 
of our lodges, hopefully at least one 
in each masonic centre. It is a moving 
service which lasts just 30 minutes. The 
service includes a 10 minute eulogy which 
will be available to all lodges which are 
encouraged to give the eulogy during their 
November meetings.

150 years together
Next year is the 150th anniversary of 
the amalgamation of the Province of 
Hampshire, founded in 1767, with the 
Province of Isle of Wight, founded in 1772. 
We will celebrate the anniversary with a 
number of events details of which will be 
promulgated in due course.

Making a difference
I have thanked the Area teams but they, 
in turn, are supported by teams working 
across the province – Membership, 
Training and Development, Mentoring, 
Social Media, Insight magazine, 
Communications, Marketing – and of 
course our Visiting Officers who work 
closely with lodges supporting them 
as necessary – I thank them all for their 
commitment and work which is making 
such a difference to our province. 

Working together in harmony
Brethren we are a hierarchical organisation 
as indeed we must be – but in the modern 
world, this only works in a fraternal 
organisation if it is driven from the bottom. 
The vast majority of those brethren 
who have been fortunate enough to be 
appointed to provincial rank and beyond 
in this province recognise and understand 
that we are all brothers, and our newest 
members are entitled to the same dignity 
and respect as the most senior brother. 
I believe that this is key to our future – 
wherever we sit in the overall scheme of 
things, we must never forget where we 
started out on our masonic journey. Senior 
brethren are available to guide and advise 
as necessary; with tact and diplomacy, 
as brothers or equals, working together in 
harmony. 

Those lodges which are thriving have a 
wonderful relationship between the young 
and older members working together and 
enjoying their relationship as brothers.

Brethren, there is a lot more for us to 
do – but we now have the necessary 
momentum which will take us forward for 
the benefit of all. 

Insight Insight
Your window into Hampshire
& Isle of  Wight Freemasonry
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New Cabinet Appointments
Outlined in the Provincial Grand Master’s Address at the AGM, this 
year has seen a fundamental change at the centre of the province.
Jonathan Whitaker becomes the Deputy 
Provincial Grand Master taking over 
from Graham Williams who has served 
alongside Mike Wilks since Mike’s 
investiture as the Provincial Grand Master. 
Mike paid tribute to Graham saying 
“His commitment and dedication over 
eight years as Deputy, and previously as 
Assistant PGM, are without parallel”.

The PGM added ”Happily, we will continue 
to benefit from Graham’s undoubted 
experience and enthusiasm as he will 
continue to contribute to the success of 

the province by providing support to the 
Cabinet, and by being a key member of the 
Best Practice team”.  

There has also been a number of 
important changes to the area teams in the 
province with five new APGMs appointed 
over the past 18 months. The latest of 
these role changes is that of Peter Vosser 
whose appointment sees him replacing Bill 
Withers to head up the North East Area of 
the province. In additiion Jonathan Stainton-
Ellis takes over responsibility for the South 
Central Area following Jonathan Whitaker’s 

new appointment as Deputy PGM. 
Also announced has been the decision to 

extend the Cabinet membership such that 
the Provincial Membership Chairman is a 
member of the Cabinet – held currently by 
James Kneller. James was appointed for 
this newly created key role just three ago. 
The Provincial Grand Secretary, Frank Milner 
states  “We have continued to major on 
Recruitment, so is important that the brother 
responsible for managing membership 
initiatives across the province is a member 
of the Cabinet”.

Peter Vosser  APGM, NE AREA
Masonic Life
Initiated into Mercury Lodge, 
Farnborough,1996. Raised to a Master 
Mason the following year. Exalted in 
the Royal Arch,1998. WM of the lodge 
in 2004. Chairman of Farnborough 
Masonic Centre 2005-13. Active rank 
as ProvDepGReg in 2010 and active 
rank in RA during the same year. 2013 
made PPJGW and Prov Dep GDC in 

RA. Appointed ProvGSuptWks 2015 
with watching brief over masonic 
centres. Grand Rank as PAGSuptWks 
2015 and in 2017 appointed 
AGSuptWks working on Grand Lodge 
masonic hall guidance initiatives. 2018 
appointed APGM for the NE Area.

Work
Peter is a quantity surveyor, starting 
his own practice in 1986, he is 
now based a stones throw from 

Farnborough Masonic Centre.  They 
specialise in fund monitoring and 
distressed project recovery.

Home and other interests
Married to Jane, Peter has three 
daughters, two step sons and a step 
daughter who together have produced 
six grand children, “That was at the 
last count,” he adds. Peter enjoys 
fly fishing, shooting and travelling in 
Europe and America.

James Kneller  PROVINCIAL MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN
Masonic Life
Initiated into Elvetham Lodge, 
Basingstoke 1991 and installed as 
WM 1997. DC of the lodge for 9 years. 
Appointed PPJGD in 2004. Promoted 
to PPGSwdB in 2011. VO to Solent 
Engineers Lodge since 2015. Appointed 
Chairman of Provincial Membership 
Committee in 2015. Field promotion 
to PPSGW later that year. James 
received Active Grand Rank in 2017 

as AGPur. Appointed to the Provincial 
Cabinet in 2018 with responsibility 
for membership. His philosophy is, 
‘Have fun and get stuck in. Don’t judge 
another brother, just help him’.

Work
James’ career as an HR Director spans 
banking moving to Qatar in 2011 as 
Group HR Director for Commercial Bank 
of Qatar Group. Non Executive Director 
of Alternatif Bank, Turkey. He came 

back to the UK in 2015 and founded 
a business providing career coaching, 
and business transformation. He’s also 
a partner in a Headhunting business. 

Home and other interests
Married to Tracey who is also a HR 
Director in banking. They have two 
Children, Grace and Thomas along 
with three dogs. James says, ‘We love 
travelling, and our favourite destination 
so far is Costa Rica”.  

Jonathan Stainton-Ellis  APGM, SC AREA
Masonic Life
Initiated into Old Portmuthian Lodge, 
Portsmouth 1995 and installed as 
WM 2003. Active ranks followed, 
2006 appointed to a ProvGStwd 
and invested as a ProvJGW 2010. 
Jonathan became Area Vice-
Chairman for the Horndean Masonic 
Centre in 2013. He received Grand 
Rank as PAGSwdB in 2014. Many 

Royal Arch members will  be aware 
that he spent time as their Third 
Provincial Grand Principal between 
2015 - 2017. Appointed APGM for  
the SC Area 2018.

Work
Jonathan is a Forensic Scientist. This 
follows on from his career as a police 
office where he reached the rank of 
Inspector.

Home and other interests
Married to Lorayne for over 25 years 
they have two grown up children. One 
still at home the other lives in Australia.
A keen long distance cyclist Johnathan 
has competed in the Paris-Brest-
Paris 1200k and the 1400k London-
Edinburgh- London events twice.
Other hobbies include brewing and 
researching the family history.
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Four Freemasons dressed as 
superheroes battled 90 degree 

heat as they cycled around the 
Isle of Wight in a race against two 
colleagues in boats – for charity. 
The awesome foursome raised 
more than £1,300 for Oakhaven 
Hospice in Lymington and 
drew the 11 hour race with their 
opponents at sea.  
Plucky pedalers Andy Wort, Robin; Joe 
Traykov, Batman; Lee Marsh, Superman, 
and Mark Jones, Wonder Woman, are 
from the New Forest Lodge in Lymington. 
The race was 64 miles long and the 
superheroes consumed 40 litres of water 
as they roared ahead of Paul Adams and 
Adam Fuller in the boats. Later in the day 
the wind picked up and the boats began 
to catch up and they all crossed the 
finishing line together.

Andy said: “Our lodge meets in 
Lymington and Oakhaven Hospice does 
amazing work in the community. We’ve 
done various fundraisers in the past and 
when we decided to do this one we had no 
idea it would be so hot. It was exhausting 

and took several hours longer than we 
anticipated. At one point my chain broke, 
but luckily Wonder Woman came to my 
rescue. Incredibly we all finished at the 
same time, and we’re on the way to raising 
our target of £2,000.

“We couldn’t have done it without Tony 
Barnes from Powney Lodge in Lymington 
who was our support car driver and kept 
us fed and watered all day. Also our lodge 
member Joe Traykov’s son Nikki, who is 
only 16, rode every mile with us.”

When the Dorset Masonic Shooting 
Association challenged colleagues 
in Hampshire and Isle of Wight, Mike 
Collins, a member of Bourne Lodge in 
Bournemouth, accepted on behalf of the 
province.

A team was assembled and the contest 

took place across the border and involved 
air rifle shooting, clay shooting, live rifle 
shooting and even axe throwing! Mike led 
his team to victory and a return match was 
organised.

Mike said: “The second event was just 
clay pigeon shooting. I was delighted that 

our Assistant Provincial Grand Master 
Leon Whitfield came along. He has never 
held a shotgun before, and shot superbly – 
irritatingly well, in fact.

“There was a great turn-out at both 
events and we hope to organise more 
shoots in the future.”

Shooting gallery 

Is it a bird? Is it a plane? 

No, it’s four mad Masons!

Mike Collins (centre left) presenting the shield to Graham Taylor of the Dorset Masonic Shooting Asociation
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Barry comes back 
from the brink
A golfing Freemason would certainly 
have died on the course, but for two 
astonishing strokes of luck.
Barry Duxbury was about to tee off at 
Parley Golf Centre and asked the pair 
behind him to play through. They declined 
and Barry teed off, striking a beautiful 
drive down the fairway. As he started 
walking towards his ball Barry suffered 
a massive heart attack. One of the pair 
behind him, David Price, had luckily 
just been on a British Heart Foundation 
Heartstart course. He rushed to the 
scene along with his playing partner 
Kelvin Holmes who called 999. David 
commenced CPR with Barry’s playing 
partner Colin Cox helping him.

They worked on Barry for 15 minutes 
before the paramedics arrived. The 

paramedics spent another 15 
minutes working on him before taking him 
to hospital. Barry, 77, amazed doctors by 
making a full recovery. The first thing he did 
on being discharged was buy a defibrillator 
which he donated to the club opposite 
Bournemouth Airport.

Grandfather of two Barry, of Meyrick 
Lodge in Bournemouth, said: “The last 
thing I remember is walking towards 
the tee. The next thing I recall is waking 
up in hospital and being told what had 
happened. I can’t thank David, Colin and 
Kelvin enough because without them I 
wouldn’t be here. The doctors told me that 
only four per cent of people survive what 

happened to me, and of that four per cent 
the majority are brain damaged.”

David, 69, said: “If Kelvin and I had gone 
ahead of Barry we wouldn’t have seen 
him collapse. And if I hadn’t been on the 
Heartstart course I wouldn’t have known 
what to do, and certainly wouldn’t have 
had the confidence to try anything.”

Daryl Dampney, manager of the pay-and-
play course, said: “We are so grateful to 
David, Colin and Kelvin for saving Barry. And 
we’re grateful to Barry for the defibrillator; we 
are planning to run some courses here so our 
staff and members can learn how to use it 
and what to do if something similar happens.”

A series of surveys undertaken by UGLE’s Membership Focus Group show that a high percentage of masons 
are curious and have a desire to improve their understanding of freemasonry

Advancing masonic knowledge 
King Solomon was, according to 
the Hebrew Bible, a King of Israel. 
Significantly to freemasons is he is 
credited with being the King who built 
the first Temple in Jerusalem. Further 
more he is said to have been a just 
and wise man - imbued with wisdom 
from God. It is therefore probably not 
surprising that Grand Lodge have 
chosen to name their new online 
learning initiative, ‘Solomon’. 

Across the world freemasons have 
looked forward to the launch of the 
Learning and Development Programme 
which is scheduled to take place during 
this November. Learning and development 
is considered to be an important part of 
freemasonry, especially for new members 
who have an interest in the values and 
principles of our institution. Under the 
auspices of the Grand Lodge Improvement 
Development Group (IDG), a team of 
experienced masons has been collecting, 
editing and collating material from a wide 
range of sources in readiness to be uploaded 

to the online repository of masonic learning 
which has been created and named Solomon.

The IDG team say Solomon will provide 
readily accessible material to guide and 
inform members who seek to make a daily 
advancement in masonic knowledge.  It 
will offer a rich source of knowledge that 
will fit comfortably with the interests and 
needs of both the younger and the more 
experienced masons.

It is recognised that the introduction 

of Solomon will provide a number of 
challenges.

Firstly, the learning material must be 
available to satisfy a given individual or 
collective need, whether it be a nugget or 
a short talk, or indeed a presentation or 
demonstration with an explanation of the 
symbolism relating to freemasonry, or by 
using audio-visual formats.

Secondly, it is important to be able to 
make use of good practice ideas to help 
develop and deliver learning activities and 
opportunities.  Ideas that include devising 
programmes which concentrate on the 

delivery of the material in a most interesting, 
informative and engaging way.

Thirdly, it is hoped that the new learning 
initiatives will capture and sustain the demand 
and interest of masons at all levels and 
become a regular part of masonic activity.

The Provincial Grand Master Mike Wilks 
adds “The province is looking forward to the 
launch of Solomon and it’s ability to provide 
learning resources for our members to 
further enjoy their freemasonry.”      

Barry presents the club with a defibrillator

“The new online service will allow members to access 

Solomon
Fostering Curiosity, Developing Understanding
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Following a public vote Macmillan Caring Locally – the Christchurch-based palliative care charity – received 
£15,000 from the Masonic Charitable Foundation. It enabled a new mini-bus to be purchased

Assistant Provincial Grand 
Master Leon Whitfield 
and Rodney Dale joined 
the Mayor Lawrence 
Williams and his mayoress 
wife Elaine at the hand-
over together with staff 
and volunteers. They 
were then all given a trip 
around the New Forest in 
Hampshire. The bus will 
be used to take terminally 
ill people out on trips and 
excursions.

Lin Sharp, Capital Appeal 
Director for the charity, 
said: “We are absolutely 
thrilled to have been awarded £15,000 from 
the Masonic Charitable Foundation. The 
publicity around the grant brought further 
donors forward to raise the full amount 
needed. We are overwhelmed by the 
wonderful support of the community that 

has made this possible. 
“Part of the service that is offered at 

our hotel and at the Macmillan Unit Day 
Centre is the opportunity to go out for trips 
around the local area using a minibus. 

These excursions take 
guests to the beaches, local 
towns and other scenic 
locations where they can 
relax and enjoy themselves 
out in the fresh air for a 
few hours during the day. 
Our previous minibus was 
very old and parts were no 
longer available so to have 
new 17-seat bus will make 
a huge difference.”

Leon Whitfield added: 
“We are delighted to 
continue our support for 
the Macmillan Caring 
Locally team. Their 

contribution in the local community is 
invaluable and this minibus will enhance 
the work they already do.”

Macmillan Caring Locally is unconnected 
to the national charity Macmillan Cancer 
Support.

Minibus for palliative care charity

Rodney Dale (left) and Leon Whitfield (third from right), the mayor of Bournemouth (centre) 
and wife (in chain) with staff and volunteers and the new bus.

FOR ALL YOUR MASONIC SUPPLIES
QUALITY REGALIA MADE TO THE HIGHEST

STANDARDS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
Call and speak with one of our experts

1 The Barns, 1 Longham Farm Close, Ringwood Road,
Ferndown, Dorset. BH22 9DE

Tel:- 01202 571600 • Fax:- 01202 571779

Website: www.fabb.co.uk
Email: fabb@fabb.co.uk

FABBS 

ESTABLISHED 1887

Th is Very Special Price includes our Best Quality Full 
Dress and Undress Aprons with matching Collars, a Past Rank 

Jewel, Grand Lodge Case and delivery to any UK address.

£500.00 (Inc. VAT at 20%)

Grand Lodge Special Off er

Supreme Grand Chapter Special Off er
Apron, Sash, Collar, Past Rank Locket  £210.00 (Inc. VAT at 20%)

£150.00 
(Inc. VAT at 

20%)

Special Off er
Apron & Sash, 

Collarette, 
Past Rank Locket 

& Breast Jewel

Provincial 
or LGCR  

Special Off er
Full Dress Apron Collar, Jewel & Case

Set 1 Provincial or LGR

FOR ALL YOUR MASONIC SUPPLIESFOR ALL YOUR MASONIC SUPPLIES

LOOK ONLINE OR CALL 
US FOR OTHER SPECIAL OFFERS

£160.00 (Inc. VAT at 20%)

Special Off er
Full Dress and Undress Aprons, 

Collars, Jewel & Case

Set 2 Provincial or LGR

£235.00 (Inc. VAT at 20%)



Insight

20

www.hampshirefreemasonry.com

A bounty for QA hospital
Queen Alexandra Hospital in Portsmouth received over a 

thousand pounds from Pilgrims Lodge – for its Rocky 
Appeal. Members of the Horndean-based lodge raised enough 
to have a ‘Boat of Bounty’ placed on the board in the main 
corridor.
The Rocky Appeal has been engaged in raising £2.4m to pay for and retain 
the Da Vinci robotic micro-surgery machine. Portsmouth Hospitals Charity 
invited Arthur Unthank and George Hyde from the lodge to place their boat 
on the wall. The lodge donated a total of £1,088 to the appeal.

Arthur said: “QA Hospital has the accolade of being designated the European 
Centre of Excellence for training surgeons in the use of this device. The Da 
Vinci robot is one of just 60 in the UK and the appeal is raising funds for it to 
be retained at the hospital. Of the £2.4 million it needs, less than £200,000 is 
required and our lodge has been pleased to do its bit to help reach this target.

“The equipment allows more precise surgical techniques to be used. Over 
1,000 patients from Portsmouth and surrounding areas have benefited from 
this innovative surgical technique.”

Lodge marks 100th anniversary of VC awarded to one of its founders

Arthur Unthank from Pilgrims Lodge with the ‘boat of bounty’ at 
QA Hospital.

HMS ‘Vindictive’ at Zeebrugge, 23 April 1918 
A painting by Charles John de Lacy.
Courtesy of: Britannia Royal Naval College
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Father and son raise 
£1,200 for charity
Mick Poole from East Medina Lodge, which meets in Ryde on the 

Isle of Wight, and his son Liam raised £1,200 for charity – by 
walking 60 miles. The money was for prostate cancer research; the 
disease currently kills one in 39 men. Mick, secretary and past master 
of his lodge, was marking the end of his year as Provincial Senior 
Grand Deacon.
He has embarked on long-distance walks before, including a 100 mile trek from Grand Lodge in London to our province’s HQ in 
Chandler’s Ford and a 60 mile jaunt from Chandler’s Ford to Zetland Court in Bournemouth via Winchester and Salisbury Cathedrals. 
His latest walk was from Windsor Castle to Winchester Great Hall.

Mick said: “Thanks to the generosity and support of East Medina members and their guests as well as Liam’s work colleagues, the trek 
looks to have raised somewhere in the region of £1200 for prostate cancer research when all pledges are in.” The picture shows the two 
at the finish point on a day where the temperature reached 22 degrees, and was taken, according to Mick, “about two minutes before the 
first of several large beers!”

It was no coincidence that when Royal 
Marine Portsmouth Lodge was founded 
they decided to hold the consecration 
on 23rd April (1947).

This is a date that ranks with especial 
significance amongst all Royal Marines, 
for it was on that date in 1918 when 
the Zeebrugge Raid took place.  It was 
a raid that displayed the commitment, 
bravery, derring-do and valour of those 
members of the corps (in its then form, 
the Royal Marine Light Infantry (RMLI)) 

that all those following in their footsteps 
could aspire to.

During the raid, Sgt Norman Augustus 
Finch was second in command of the pom-
poms and Lewis gun in the foretop of HMS 
Vindictive.  At one period Vindictive was 
being hit every few seconds, but Sergeant 
Finch and the officer in command kept up a 
continuous fire, until two heavy shells made 
direct hits on the foretop killing 
or disabling everyone except 
Sgt Finch who was, however, 
severely wounded. Nevertheless, 
he remained in his battered and 
exposed position, harassing the 
enemy until the foretop received 
another direct hit, putting the 
remainder of the armament 
completely out of action. The 
award of his VC was one of four 
granted under Clause 13 of the 
VC Warrant, which provides for 
the recipient to be elected by 
his companions present at the 
action.

Norman was initiated into 
Lodge of Hope in September 
1918 but never took senior office.  
It was in 1947 when Norman 
became a founding member of 

Royal Marine Portsmouth Lodge and was 
our first Senior Warden.  So in 1948, 30 
years after his VC award, he was installed 
as our second Worshipful Master.

To commemorate these evens the 
lodge decided to utilise a statue of a Royal 
Marine, which had been donated to the 
lodge by Mrs Jane Suter.

One of the lodge members, David 
Barron, who kindly supplied 
this article for Insight adds, 
“The Royal Marine Statue 
will be present at all our 
future lodge meetings and 
sit in pride of place on the 
secretary’s desk. It will also 
be present in front of the 
Worshipful Master at the 
Lodge’s festive board”.

Correction: in the last 
Insight we inadvertently 
referred to Norman Finch 
as Fitch. Apologies

Lodge marks 100th anniversary of VC awarded to one of its founders

Mick Poole and son Liam

Finch, Picture by 
kind permission 
of NMRN’s 
photographic 
collection

Royal Marine statue 
donated to the lodge by Mrs 
Jane Suter.



Hampshire & Isle of Wight masons provided a unique opportunity for 
youngsters, in need of a holiday, to crew and sail one of the Tall 

Ships Challenger yachts to the Channel Islands in August. 
This was a new and exciting  

Hampshire & Isle of Wight initiative 
funded by the Province’s Charitable 
Trust. It follows on from the well-
established Province’s seniors’ 
holiday which is organised by the 
Bournemouth Masonic Holiday 
Committee.  The province’s 
Project Leader Ray Turner 
said “For many years we have 
looked after our older brethren 
or their widows in providing 
respite holidays and this 
new initiative fits in with our 
pastoral approach to the 
whole family.  The Tall Ships 
Challenger yacht is not only 
an adventure holiday but one 
that teaches the children 
all aspects of life aboard a 

ship 
from 

including the more mundane duties of 
cooking and cleaning to the more exciting 
duties of sailing an ocean going yacht; under 
the experienced hands of crew members.”  

This summer twelve excited 
youngsters gathered at Gunwharf 

Quays Portsmouth where they 
were greeted by the Provincial 

Grand Master and his wife Kay 
along with the Project Leader 

Ray Turner.  
The PGM and Kay spent 
some time chatting to the 

children and added 
that they both 

wished them 

all a wonderful time and a week which he 
knew they would always remember.

The yacht, Challenger 1 left late 
afternoon after a familiarisation briefing had 
been held for the young crew who quickly 
got the yacht underway. During the week 
they  sailed to various port including Poole, 
Swanage and Weymouth before they 
headed across the Channel to Guernsey, 
returning to Studland Bay, Poole a few 
days later where they were entertained by a 
visiting pod of dolphins.

 Using the Tall Ships tracking system, 
Ray and Chas Cowell, the Youth 
Development Manager for the Tall Ships 
Youth Trust, were able to provide the 
children’s parents and guardians with ship 
to shore blogs on where they were and 
the key events of each day. Returning to 
Gunwharf Quays the children were greeted 
by their parents who were eager to hear 
their stories of  adventure.

Youngsters cast off and enjoy a 
week at Sea The province’s new initiative embraces 

the whole family and gives the children 
a week to remember

Learning the ropes

Fun on the helm

Challenger 1 under sail

Everyone together Gunwharf Quays
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Bereavement counsellors are being trained 
thanks to a donation of £1,400 from 

Brockenhurst Lodge, assisted by the Tom Langton 
Fund. Marianne Abley from New Forest Cruse 
Bereavement Care received the cheque at the 
Brockenhurst Masonic centre. 

The charity works throughout the New Forest, offering a 
sensitive, professional and confidential service through one-to-
one support from trained bereavement volunteers to people of 
all ages. Other Masons who meet at the centre joined together 
to hear from Marianne explain that the donation will go towards 
training new counsellors and day to day expenses. She told 
them that the charity was faced with waiting lists for referrals. 

The service is free to clients at the point of service but is dependent 
on charitable support. Centre Chairman Iain Hayter said they were 
delighted to be able to help Cruse to continue the great work.

Cruse offers face-to-face, telephone, email and website support. 

It has a Freephone national helpline and local services, and a 
website (hopeagain.org.uk) specifically for children and young 
people. The services are provided by a network of 5,000 trained 
volunteers and are confidential and free. Cruse also provides 
training and consultancy for external organisations and for those 
who may encounter bereaved people in the course of their work.

Brockenhurst Lodge supports   
bereavement 
counsellors

Iain Hayter presents the cheque to Marianne Abley from New Forest Cruse Bereavement Care

Helping those amongst us…
The province’s newly formed Charitable Trust has to date made grants and 

donations totalling over £120,000.  It is  proving to be the ideal route for immediate 
help when members and their dependants are looking for short term assistance. 

Since the recent formation of the Provincial 
Masonic Charitable Trust(MCT), formed 
through the amalgamation of the two 
Provincial Charities - the Hubert Giles Trust 
and the General Charitable Trust, a number 
of  new initiatives have been undertaken 
successfully.

The main priority has been to raise 
awareness amongst the Brethren and their 
dependents of the aims and objectives of the 
Province’s newly formed MCT.   In particular 
the procedure for making an application 
for a grant in response to the immediate 
requirements of those in need is covered.

During the past few months the Chairman of 
the MCT has made a series of presentations 
as part of the awareness programme to 
the area clubs and social groups as well 
as to meetings of lodge and area almoners 
throughout the province in conjunction with 
the Provincial Grand Almoner, Neil Morse.

 This year the Trust has already made grants 
and donations in excess of £60,000, broken 
down into support for individuals, grants to 
social groups and the Tall Ships adventure 
which is reported on the adjacent page. The 
MCT has also provided financial support to 
improve disability facilities at masonic centres 
throughout the province.

The Provincial MCT is often the first “port of 
call” for those not only with short term needs 
but also to address situations that need longer 
term assistance.  In these cases applications 
can be made to the United Grand Lodge 
Masonic Charitable Foundation which works 
closely with the Provincial MCT.

Applications to the Trust are made in the 
first instance by the lodge almoner through 
the area almoner to the provincial almoner 
who will present the application to the trustees 
for immediate consideration and approval.

Widowed at a very young age , Lauren 
Clift was  left to look after her son 
Harry who is autistic and suffers from 
ADHT. Her late father a Hampshire 
mason before his recent untimely 
death put the wheels in motion 
to enable some support from the 
province. Now thanks to assistance 
from the newly formed MCT Harry 
has a ‘best friend’, Bear a specially 
trained companion dog. Lauren says 
‘Bear has hugely changed our lives. 
Harry is much less stressed and more 
independent, our essential everyday 
activities are more easily managed.” 

Harry with Bear
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We Will Remember Them

George explains: It seemed fitting, 
with our direct links to the Great 

War through our own magnificent art 
deco building in London, Grand Lodge, 
which stands as a war memorial to those 
Freemasons who gave their lives in this 
great struggle and originally named the 
new Masonic Peace Memorial, that we 
should do so.

My research fell upon a little known 
ritual called The Ceremony of the Vacant 
Chair, which dated back to 1869; this had 
been developed for use in Masonic lodges 
in America a decade after the close of the 
American Civil War when it was used to 
pay tribute to those who did not return 
from that conflict. 

Since then it has been used by many 
lodges at Remembrance time to pay 
homage to those Brother Masons who fell 
during the Great War, World War II and 
other conflicts from America, Canada and 
Australia.  It was the version from Australia 
used around ANZAC Day each year which 
struck me as an appropriate vehicle to 

commemorate the fallen at this Centenary 
of the end of the Great War and thus, I 
set about adjusting the ritual which would 
be suitable to us here in the 
Province.

An empty chair, adorned 
with the Union Flag and set 
with a Master Mason’s apron 
symbolises a brother who 
did not return to take his 
place amongst his brethren.  
The chair is moved around 
the lodge during the 
ceremony to the front of 
each of the principal officers’ 
pillars, they recite passages 
in their remembrance with 
the brethren joining in prayers and a hymn 
in commemoration of their sacrifice; this is 
followed by two minutes silence and the 
sounding of the Last Post.

“In Flanders Fields” that most emotive of 
poems written in the trenches by the poet 
Lt. Col. John McCrae, who was himself 
killed in action in Flanders when serving 

as a Medical Officer with the Canadian 
Forces, is recited as is the fourth stanza 
from “For The Fallen” made famous as an 

Exhortation so familiar to us all 
each year at this Remembrance 
time.

A Eulogy, which sets out 
to explore the background to 
the war, its history and the 
consequences to the world 
as this terrible conflict was 
eventually brought to a close, is 
given in memory to those who 
did not return, this is followed 
by the sound of the pipes as 
the Flowers of the Forest, that 

pibroch to commemorate the fallen, wafts 
across the brethren and the ceremony 
comes to a close.

We should never forget their sacrifice; 
for they gave their today that we might live 
in peace and freedom – let them now rest 
forever in the hands of eternal salvation.

George Mars

From ‘In Flanders Fields’ by John McCrae, 1915

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.

November heralded the Centenary of the Armistice 
that signalled the end of the Great War for  
Civilisation 1914-1918; the First World War.
George Mars the Provincial Grand Orator researches how freemasons  
can commemorate this unique occasion and uncovers  
The Ceremony of the Vacant Chair.
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Humbling and at times emotional

Jon Whitaker joins the Legion’s 
Great Pilgrimage 

Gosport masons make a thought provoking journey
Earlier this year Ian Chase 
from the Prince of Wales 
Lodge of Instruction 
organised and led a 
memorable excursion into 
Northern France.  The 
party was made up of 
Stewart Bates, Ron Ford 
and Peter Lockyer, all 
from Prince of Wales Lodge together with 
Peter Hosking, Gosport Lodge. Mathew 
Chase, Ian’s son and  Dr Peter Beasley 
accompanied them

The objective was pay tribute and lay 
wreathes on the war graves of Brethren 
from Solent Area Lodges, and the relative 
of Dr Peter, all of whom lost their lives in 
active service during WW1.  

Travelling via the Channel Tunnel the 
first afternoon was spent visiting the 
WW1 museum at Albert which provided 
a very realistic example of life in the Front 
Line trenches. Later at the Anglo-French 
cemetery at Thiepval  a wreath was laid on 

the grave of  Capt. Maurice 
Fletcher, the Great Uncle of 
Dr Peter Beasley. A second 
wreath was laid on the grave 
of Brother Albert Jacob 
Gibbon of the Portsmouth 
Lodge. Albert was one of 
the “Pompey Pals” within 
the Hampshire Regiment. 

The following morning Ian’s party made 
their way to Chocques Military Cemetery  
to pay tribute to Brother Bernard Cecil 
Blake. Bernard joined Gosport Lodge in 
the early 1900’s.  He answered the call 
to arms during September 1914 and was 
commissioned into the 3rd Wessex Brigade 
of the Royal Artillery as a 2nd Lieutenant 
rising to the rank of Lieutenant in 1918.  He 
was seriously injured at the first battle of 
the Somme and passed away on the 9th 
April 1918.  At 11.00hrs, on behalf of the 
Worshipful Master of Gosport Lodge, Peter 
Hosking laid a wreath to commemorate 
the 100th year to the day of Brother 

Bernard’s passing. Words were then said 
in recognition of the great sacrifice that he 
had made for his country.  Brother Bernard 
now lies with 1708 of his comrades at 
Chocque; he will not be forgotten by his 
friends and Brother Masons of Gosport.

Travelling on into Belgium the group 
visited the Menin Gate Memorial at 
Ypres.  The memorial bears the names of 
more than 54,000 comrades from allied 
countries who fought in the Great War and 
whose graves are not known.  They then 
moved on to the War Graves Cemetery 
at Tyne Cote near the town of Leper.  It is 
the largest Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission cemetery in the world 
containing more than 11,900 graves

On their return to ‘Blighty’ Peter Hoskins 
spoke to Insight editor Roger Maber and 
concluded by saying “We all found the 
experience of our trip very humbling and 
at times emotional and thought provoking. 
We should not see another occasion for 
such a great loss of life.” 

Jon Whitaker the province’s 
new Deputy PGM along with 
members of his Netley Abbey 
& Hamble branch of The 
Royal British Legion joined 
thousands on a pilgrimage of 
Remembrance to World War 
One battlefields. The pilgrimage 
culminated in a parade and 
ceremony in Ypres as part of 
the end of the First World War 
centenary commemorations 
during this summer. 

Known as The Great 
Pilgrimage 90 or GP90 it marked 
90 years since the original 
Royal British Legion Pilgrimage 
in 1928, which saw 11,000 
World War One veterans and war widows visit the battlefields of 
the Somme in France and Ypres in Belgium, a decade after the 
conflict ended. 

Jon toured some of the same battlefields and cemeteries that 
were visited by those on the 1928 Pilgrimage, before marching 

along the original route through 
Ypres to the Menin Gate.

He was joined by more 
than 2,200 other Legion 
representatives and 
dignitaries, including Civic and 
military guests from the UK, 
Commonwealth and Northern 
Europe who are taking part. 
At the Menin Gate, Jon laid a 
wreath on behalf of his Branch 
community.  

Jon, who is his Legion Branch 
Secretary comments: “Great 
Pilgrimage 90 was a unique 
opportunity for the Legion 
community to come together 
and bear our Standards along 

the same route in Ypres taken 90 years earlier by the veterans and 
widows of the First World War.”

Summing up his part in GP90 Jon says ”It was a moving 
experience and an honour to pay tribute on behalf of my  
local Branch.”  

Jon Whitaker (second from left) proudly representing his local branch and Hampshire
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Braving the 
elements
Island freemasons continue to 
make their presence known
For the past two years Island freemasons 
have supported Isle of Wight Day by 
taking part in both the Community Parade 
and the celebrations after. Likewise our 
presence at the celebrations that follow, 
with the benefit of our Freemasonry in 
the Community display unit, has drawn 
considerable attention. 

 Our public appearance in this annual 
event builds upon our increasingly open 
profile that now includes our support 
for local community events and our 
willingness to be publicly identified in 
photographs presenting donations to a 
host of very good causes. This shift in our 
public and community positioning helps 
to reset the pendulum that had for so 
long been stuck at closed and secretive 

- a reaction to 
various challenges over the past years. 
None should suppose this change 
would be simple or quick but if we are to 
flourish we must evolve our outlook and 
once again embrace the communities 
of which we are a part and which we so 
significantly support.

It is with this openness freemasons 
came to support Isle of Wight Day 2018 in 
Cowes. In a scene somewhat reminiscent 
of the pictures of freemasons parading 
in early 1900 century Isle of Wight 
photographs, a dedicated and committed 
column of brothers led by APGM David 
Foot came together to brave the elements, 
don their regalia and proudly parade 
with other local community groups, 

associations for young people, a host 
of charities and various Isle of Wight 
marching bands. 

Unlike the sunburn of the first two years, 
the 2018 parade was held under grey 
skies and with continuous rain.

With only our Hampshire & Isle of Wight 
banner and some strong umbrellas against 
the teaming rain we moved slowly through 
the streets of Cowes on a circular route.  

Whilst the effort was considerable, each 
such event strengthens our contact with the 
wider community. It embraces the values we 
cherish and communicates our community 
support through openness and participation.

By Chris Jarman who organised the 
freemasons role in this years event.

Ardent fundraiser Maurice Little, one of the founding members 
of the new lodge and its Charity Steward, along with his wife 

Ruth held their sixteenth charity garden party during this summer. 
Guests included members of both Hampshire and Berkshire 
Lodges as Maurice’s Mother Lodge is based in Berkshire.
Apart from food and drink there was a fantastic raffle with almost enough prizes 
for one each; a quiz; a Treasure Hunt and other competitions.

A fantastic amount of £900 was raised by donations from generous guests 
enjoying the lovely sunny day and a further £370 added with the proceeds from 
the raffle and competitions.  The grand total of £1250 was then used to lend 
important support to a couple of really influential aviation charities

Aerobility. Founded in 1993 this charity offers disabled people, without 
exception, the opportunity to fly an aeroplane.  For some, just that amazing first 
flight is enough to change their outlook on disability forever.

The Air Training Corps. Aims promote and encourage among young men and 
women a practical interest in aviation and the Royal Air Force (RAF).

Summing up their inaugural Garden Party Maurice and Ruth said  “We were 
delighted to have been able to organise the party on behalf of the new Lodge and 
may well find ourselves doing the same again next year!.”

New Aviation lodge flying high
Garden party a resounding success for new 
Samuel Cody Lodge and aviation charities.

Maurice presents Lodge Treasurer Alan Babister with a 
cheque for £900 raised from donations on the day.

The UK’s first ever disabled flying display team 
performing at Aerobility’s HQ.
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Aldershot and Farnborough - Concord Club  Contact: Alan Babister 01252 683113

Alton, Bordon and Petersfield - Watercress Club   Contact: David Pennell  01420 473107

Botley and Woolston - Rendezvous Club  Contact: Gino Fanti 01489 783612

Bournemouth - Knole Club  Contact: Ken Iball  01202 890241

Chandlers Ford - Amity Circle  Contact: Malcom Collier 07736 775681

Cosham and Portsmouth - Capstan Club  Contact: Malcolm Childs 023 9225 7244

Fareham - Chatterbox Club  Contact: Kay Usher  01329 845521

Gosport - Banter Club  Contact: Geoff O’Neill  02393 113534

Isle of Wight - Compass Group  Contact: Peter Cattle  01983 524289

Totton - Waterside Friendship Circle           Contact: Mike Taylor   02380 862531

Winchester, Basingstoke and Andover - Acorn Club  Contact: Neil Morse  01264 354303

Around the Province of Hampshire and Isle of Wight we have many clubs to 
help bring together our extended family of members and lodge widows. 
To find details of events near you, please contact your nearest club.

Provincial Clubs

Tradition and continuity are  
two of the values that link freemasonry 
and universities.
Jordan Fretter who joined the UGLE University Scheme at 
aged 18 talks to editor Roger Maber.

My father, having a been a mason since I 
was 5 years old meant that I have grown up 
with freemasonry, attending open days and 
lodge social events. However it wasn’t my 
father that I originally approached to join. 
When I was on my school work experience 
placement I spoke with a family friend and 
freemason Richard Simpkins, when I was 
working at his restaurant in Bounemouth. 
He explained more about freemasonry 
to me and said that he was sure that my 
father would be ‘over the moon’ if I joined. 

My fathers lodge, Domus Dei Lodge 
joined the UGLE university scheme in 
2008 and so when I started my Business 
Management course at the University of 
Portsmouth in 2010, I was initiated by 
my father as it’s first University Scheme 
member. Since then there has been more 
students coming into my lodge via the 
Scheme. While we enjoy mixing with the 
lodge’s wider membership, it’s quite special 
and important to be able to share activities 
and socialise with our peers. On the other 
hand while I was still at uni I found that my 
evenings in the lodge made a very welcome 
change to my daytime studies.

I have thoroughly enjoyed 
passing through all the offices of 
the lodge and learning the ritual. It 
has been a challenge that I have 
relished rising to. When I was 
installed into the chair of King 
Solomon it felt like all the hard 
work of getting there had paid off 
as the brethren of my lodge had 
placed their trust in me.

As much as I have enjoyed 
learning the ritual what 
I probably enjoy about 
freemasonry the most is that you are 
not just a member of your lodge. I think 
the area structure within the province 
has really helped and encouraged more 
visiting and activities within the area. I 
have tried to visit lodges around the area 
as much as my time will allow and have 
met interesting brethren that I would 
have not had the benefit of meeting in my 
everyday life/work as a train driver. 

I am also part of the South East Area 
Events team organising events such as the 
Dine-a-Friend, Ruling Masters Dinner and 
Cheque Presentation evening. Organising 

these events has enabled me to meet many 
more brethren from around the province 
and make some great life long friends.

The UGLE Universities Scheme was established 
to enhance the opportunities for undergraduates 
and other university members to join and 
enjoy Freemasonry. There are three approved 
University Scheme Lodges within this Province:
Southampton Unversity Lodge  
(Southampton University)
Domus Dei Lodge  
(University of Portsmouth)
William of Wykeham Lodge  
(University of Winchester)

“ The Scheme gives me  
the company of other 
masons my age”

Jordan at his graduation 
with his father, Adrian.

Jordan Fretter a member of the UGLE University Scheme



Bagshot Showroom: Long Acres Garden Centre, London Road, Bagshot, 
Surrey GU19 5JB  Open 10-4 Mon to Sun
Alton Showroom: The Avenue Display Showroom, Avenue Road, 
Lasham, Alton GU34 5SA  Open 10-4 Mon to Sun
Wallingford Showroom: Unit S9, Greenlands Farm, Cow Lane, 
Moulsford, OX10 9JT  Open 10-4 Mon to Sat
DH Watergardens: Wildmoor Lane, Sherfield On Loddon, RG27 0HL 
Open 10 - 4  Mon - Sun
Hare Hatch Showroom: Ladd’s Garden Village, Bath Road, Hare Hatch, RG10 9SB 
Open 10 - 4  Mon - Sun
Parking available at all showrooms


