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September 2018 Newsletter 
Dear Bro Secretary  
 
I would be grateful if you will note the following: 
 

1. 2018-19 Year Book 
 
The 2018-19 Year Book is currently being printed, however, due to the new GDPR regulations 
and our responsibility to securely manage the personal data contained in the book, there are 
some important changes to distribution and security: 
 

a) The number of printed copies has been reduced from 2,200 to 600. 
b) Each Lodge Secretary will receive one ‘loaned’ copy of the Year Book only and the 

lodge will be charged accordingly (i.e. £12 in the Provincial Dues, reduced from £39). 
c) Each Year Book will be numbered and allocated to specific individuals (signature 

required). In subsequent years, you will be asked to return the old copy in exchange 
for the new updated version. 

d) The Year Book will be available for viewing on-line (non-downloadable) by others; as 
Lodge Secretary, you will be given the password for onward transmission to your 
appropriate Lodge Officers. 

 
2. Welcome to Freemasonry and Master Masons Guides 

 
Both these booklets have been updated and re-printed. They are available for Initiates and 
newly-raised Master Masons from the Provincial Office on request (to 
province@hantsmasons.org). The booklets will be issued in batches of 3 (Please collect from  
the Provincial Office if possible). 
 

3. Notification of Officers not Invested 
 
The Provincial Office must be advised of Officers not invested on the night of installation via a 
new notification form in the secretary’s admin section of the Provincial website. This is 
particularly important with respect to Lodge Wardens who must have completed a full year in a 
Warden’s Chair before becoming eligible for Worshipful Master. 
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4. Phishing and Spam emails 
 
Will you please be ever vigilant before opening suspicious emails. Recently, a brother received 
an email purporting to be from a member of UGLE. When looked at more closely, the address 
was spoofed. The email stated that there was an amount payable into his account, and a ".doc" 
file was attached. This was almost certainly a phishing email. 
 

5. Long Service Certificates 
 

Please ensure that requests for 50, 60 and 70 year certificates are sent to 
province@hantsmasons.org  (not to David, Joh, Nigel, Mary or myself directly). 40 year 
certificates are issued by the Areas. Certificates will be issued to be presented at the first 
regular meeting after the anniversary date. 
 

6. Form Ps, 
 
We are still receiving a large number of Form Ps late or incorrectly completed. Please ensure 
that the forms are sent to the Provincial Office within 14 days of Initiation / Joining. 
 
The long standing issue of how long the Proposer and Seconder have known the candidate is 
still causing problems. ‘just met’ or ‘1 day’ is not acceptable to Grand Lodge (they expect circa 3 
months minimum).  Proposers and Seconders who are making the declaration on behalf of an 
unknown candidate should be confident that they know him well enough to conform to the 
BoC requirement. 

 
7. Quasi-Masonic Organisations 

 
We have had an instance of a member of a quasi-masonic group being admitted into one of our 
meetings. The person in question was an Entered Apprentice in a male/female lodge and was 
unaware that this was not allowed. Please ensure that all unknown visitors (particularly EAs 
and FCs) are ‘proved’ before being allowed admission into your Lodge. 
 
 
 
Fraternal Regards 
 
Frank Milner PAGDC 
Provincial Grand Secretary 
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