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Southampton Masons take
the Atlantic Challenge

Nick Rakowski and Matthieu Poudevigne, two young masons from Southampton
University Lodge face the ultimate test of strength and endurance

INSIDE

Photo: Ben Duffy and the Talisker Whisky Atlantic Challenge

Highlights from this
year’s Special Meeting,
the PGM honours our
unsung heroes and
speaks of a momentous
year ahead

Mr Mayor the Mason focusses
on youth achievement

Commemorative Dinner honours the
valour displayed by six of our brethren

www.hampshirefreemasonry.com

The province’s latest special interest
lodge takes off

Facebook.com/HampshireMasons

@HantsMason on Twitter

Insight
Insight
Your window into Hampshire
& Isle of Wight Freemasonry

2

www.hampshirefreemasonry.com

www.hampshirefreemasonry.com

Insight

What a superb issue of Insight
Members of the province and their families will be enormously proud
of our involvement in the whole variety of activities chronicled in the
following pages.
Others to whom Insight is distributed will get a much better insight
into freemasonry through its pages - the depth of our involvement in the
community and so many charitable causes. Our pride in all that we do and the great fun we have doing it!
Whether you have picked up the publication in a doctor’s waiting room,
or other areas where they can be found outside the masonic arena.

Read and enjoy...
Michael J. Wilks
Provincial Grand Master

@MichaelWilks2 - follow the Provincial Grand Master on Twitter

The Insight Team
Editorial: Roger Maber and Ed Baker – insight@hiowmasons.org
Advertising: David Laurence
If you would like to advertise in Insight with a circulation of 13,500, contact David by email – insight@hiowmasons.org
We offer a design service for a small donation to charity if you would like an advert created.
Published by the Provincial Grand Lodge of Hampshire and Isle of Wight,
85 Winchester Road, Chandlers Ford, Eastleigh, Hants SO53 2GG
For all membership enquiries, contact the Provincial Office on 023 8026 1555.

Twitter Accounts for our 6 Areas are
@HantsMasonNC @HantsMasonNE @HantsMasonSC @HantsMasonSE @HantsMasonSW @SolentMasons
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Wartime lodge adopts “modernways” and sees growing numbers
M

udeford’s Twynham lodge
was founded in the dark
days of the second world war
from servicemen fighting for the
country’s survival. Consecrated
in Christchurch Priory in August
1943, the lodge name stems from
the medieval name of nearby
Christchurch. This year Twynham
lodge will be celebrating its 75th
anniversary.

The lodge prospered in its early days but
by the early years of the 21st century saw
its membership decline. By 2010 there
were just 7 members with an average age
of over eighty. The lodge was still meeting
almost every month of the year simply
reading the minutes from the previous
meeting and closing. Dinner was a case
of sending out for fish and chips and the
raffle prizes were used to drink the loyal
toast. With such incredibly low numbers
the kitchen and bar remained closed.
Local mason, John Donoghue who is
well known as the current Provincial Grand
Mentor, joined the lodge and in 2011
became their Worshipful Master, spending
two consecutive years in the chair.
With obvious feeling John states “When
the senior members in the lodge tried to
stick with their old traditions and stressing
we’ve always done that way, I made the
point ‘If not us? Then who? If not now?
Then when?’ - emphasising that if we
didn’t change, the lodge would not survive
and many of the traditions they were trying

Back Row: Tony Simpson, David Lallana (VO), Geoff Tuck, Chris Frith (WM), Leigh Jarvis (DC), John Donoghue
Front Row: John Delamere (Mentor), John Hawkins (JD), Russell Archer, Luke Hawkins, Ben Rowlatt, Peter Best

to protect would be lost forever”.
Today in its 75th anniversary year
the lodge is very much on the up again,
boasting 41 members and listed in the
province’s top ten lodges for recruiting
new members. Included in its swelling
ranks are 7 young entered apprentices, the
latest of which is 19 year old Luke Hawkins
known as a Lewis because his father John
is also in the lodge. His great-grandfather
and great grand-uncle were also masons.
John Donoghue enthusiastically goes
on to say “Since 2010 with the help of
forward looking lodge officers and positive
leadership from recent successive Masters,
we have breathed new life into the lodge
and made it survive. The latest successes
and growth of Twynham lodge has been
very much through its adoption of the latest
Provincial strategies along with the careful
use of social media.”

Twynham lodge has introduced “Brevity”
workings taken from Lodge of Brevity
No 9903 which meets at Chandlers Ford
and which streamlines meetings without
impacting adversely on the ceremonial. Now
starting at the later time of 6.30pm gives
more time for working masons to get to the
lodge in good time and also more postmeeting time for socialising with masonic
friends or getting together with partners and
families for themed evenings.
The Provincial Grand Master Mike Wilks
made an Official Visit to the Lodge in March
last year and stated at the time – “It was
a delight to see the Lodge Room filled
to capacity just a few short years after
the Lodge was at its lowest level. The
Lodge has made a remarkable recovery
and I congratulate all those involved for
embracing the Provincial initiatives to such
good effect.

Celebrating their centenaries in 2018
Congratulations to the following Lodges on reaching their 100th year.

Woolmer Forest Lodge No. 3872, Bordon Masonic Centre – 16th October 2018
King Edward VII Lodge No. 3816, Cosham Masonic Centre – 23rd October 2018
Augustus Webster Lodge No. 3871, Albion Place, Southampton – 27th November 2018
The lodges will receive an official visit by the PGM on these dates and visiting brethren a warmly welcomed.
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Bourne to mow
A

Bournemouth mason has
joined an illustrious list of
names including Roger Bannister,
Bob Beamon and Usain Bolt after smashing a world record.

Super-dedicated Jody Fassinger more
than doubled the previous record for the
distance achieved by pushing a lawn
mower in 24 hours. The professional
gardener of Bourne Lodge mowed a total
of 57.6 miles – the equivalent of crossing
the province from Bournemouth to
Petersfield.
Previously the record was 25.5 miles,
which Jody smashed during his feat of
endurance on the large grass pitch of an
athletics stadium. He set off at 7.30am and
mowed non-stop around the perimeter of
the field 351 times.
He ate and drank on the go and only
stopped for four comfort breaks and to
refuel the Honda petrol mower. Jody
donned a head torch for the night-time stint
to make sure he kept within the laid-out
white markings on the pitch.

He said the
record left
him physically
drained
afterwards but
he still had
to go back to
work hours later
to carry out a
gritting service
for customers.
Jody was
accompanied
by two witnesses all the time to verify his
Guinness World Record. He also raised
hundreds of pounds for the children’s
charity Julia’s House in the process.
Jody, from Christchurch, said afterwards:
“I’m aching pretty much everywhere from
the chest down. Twenty-four hours is a long
time to push a lawnmower and my legs
especially are in absolute agony.”

He said he got the idea when a coworker complimented him on the speed
in which he could cut a hedge. But as
he couldn’t find a hedge big enough to

conduct a world record attempt, he instead
decided to mow grass.
Jody, added: “I’m 40 now and started
gardening when I was 15 so I’ve had 25
years of practice. Importantly I raised some
money for Julia’s House and if anyone
wants to donate more they’d be pleased to
receive it.”
Jody had two back-up lawn mowers in
case the first one broke down.
His wife May said: “He absolutely
smashed the record. He drank on the go, he
ate on the go - mostly Mars bars - he only
stopped to use the loo.”

THE SECRET OF
LOOKING GOOD
At Masonic occasions when only immaculate
clothing will suffice, Slaters excel in providing the
perfect choice. Black jackets, vests, tailcoats and
striped trousers along with our lounge, business and
dinner suits options provide an exceptional range.
With our FREE ALTERATIONS SERVICE, we will
ensure the perfect fit. Formal Hire also available.
Now you know, why not call in?
SLATERS BASINGSTOKE
7 HAMPSTEAD HOUSE
FESTIVAL PLACE
BASINGSTOKE RG21 7LG
T: 01256 300400

WWW.SLATERS.CO.UK
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The Power of Words

The Holocaust Memorial Day this year had
the theme of ‘The Power of Words’ and it
was marked across the province.

P

rovincial Grand Orator George
Mars prepared a special
address which was delivered by
senior Freemasons, and many
brethren attended events.

Mike Wilks visited The Island Free School
at Ventnor at the Isle of Wight Holocaust
Memorial Service led by The Isle of Wight
Jewish Society. Readings were delivered
by students of Ryde School and The
Island Free School, focusing on recent
and current holocausts. Other dignitaries
included the Lord Lieutenant of the Isle
of Wight, Maj. Gen. Martin White CB CBE
JP. After each reading the students lit one
of six memorial candles. The final reading
was by Eve Alexander who gave a very
moving account of her personal survival of
the Second World War Holocaust.
Assistant Provincial Grand Master Barrie
Hewitt, accompanied by the South East
Area’s Public Affairs Officer Roger Maber,
attended the Memorial Day commemorative
service at Havant’s New Lane Cemetery.
Along with the Mayor of Havant Cllr Elaine
Shimbart, other councillors and students
from local schools. Barrie gave a reading
and later laid a wreath on behalf of the
province’s freemasons.
Following the ceremony they were invited
to attend a reception at Havant Civic Offices
and listened to a very personal and moving
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account by Holocaust survivor William
Bergman. William recalled his childhood
memories of escaping to Britain with his
mother and father from Nazi Germany
in 1938 as a four year old. Sadly, he and
his parents were the only survivors of his
entire family. William’s story is a wonderful
account of succeeding over adversity. As
a young boy arriving in this country unable
to speak English he went on to master the
language, attain top grades at school and
university and forge a very successful career
as a specialist in fine art.
A Holocaust Memorial Day Service by
Freemason Paul Miles-Knight took place
at the Portsmouth City Museum in the
presence of the Right Worshipful Lord
Mayor, Councillor Ken Ellcome, and the
Leader of Portsmouth City Council, Donna
Jones. A number of very moving and
poignant readings were given including
one by Freemason Alan Berman (the Most
Excellent Grand Superintendent in the
Royal Arch) on behalf of the province. The
service was conducted adjacent to the Anne
Frank Memorial Tree. Others who attended
included representatives from the local
police, fire and ambulance services, civic
dignitaries, members of the Portsmouth
and Southsea Hebrew Congregation, and
local Freemasons. The service concluded
with the symbolic blowing of a ram’s horn,
known as the Shofar.

Barrie Hewitt lays a wreath at Havant’s New Lane Cemetery

Malcolm Pantell of
The Elizabethan Lodge
in Christchurch wrote
this emotional piece...
Over the past years my fellow
Freemason John Donoghue has asked
me to join him and his party on an
annual pilgrimage to Krakow, Poland,
and pay our respects at the Nazi
Extermination Centres of Auschwitz
and Birkenau. I always said I wouldn’t
because I couldn’t face these terrible
and horrendous places.

Malcom with John.

Last autumn I agreed to join John - I
knew not why! Following this I spoke
to my twin brother Colin who also
stated that he would like to join the
party. About this time we had arranged
a meeting with an elderly cousin of
ours who informed my brother Colin
and myself that our late father’s family,
she believed, had ‘disappeared’ within
the horrors of the second world war.
This part of the family had remained
in Poland whilst my Father’s side
came to the UK about 1860. We then
established that the family came from
the town of Zuromin, an outer suburb
of Warsaw, and we also researched
the family lineal name. Subsequently
this made our visit very personal and
poignant and gave us a reason to
establish ‘Our Closure’.
An organised visit to Auschwitz
and Birkenau was arranged. Birkenau
was created by demolishing a small
town and eight villages with all the
inhabitants who remained put into
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The railway tracks were extended to
run into the camps so that they could
bring in millions of internees from all over
Europe who were packed upright into rail
cattle trucks. The elderly, young, infirm
and sick were murdered by gassing.
Some victims were taken to a block
that was called the ‘hospital’ for illegal
medical and surgical experimentation
without anaesthetics of any kind.
You see pictures, you hear, you read
- but can never realise the vastness of
these sites - they covered approximately
49 square miles. These places are now
recognised by the United Nations as
the largest cemeteries in the world
with no human bodies. A point to note
here – nearly 300,000 Freemasons also
‘disappeared’ during the Nazi occupation
from all over Continental Europe.
Colin and I did establish ‘Our Closure’
when we were able to visit the research
building and library. One family member
was traced, but not the rest of the family
who ceased to appear in September 1944
and therefore were probably gassed.

Malcolm with his twin brother Colin.

My brother Colin and I broke down on
several occasions and even on my return
to the UK I find it difficult to relate back
without feeling very emotional. I have
been asked if I would go back again. I
can’t answer.
We all know many ‘Men of Men’ who
did remarkable acts of kindness, and
courageous deeds, such as Schindler,
Wallenberg and Wintour of the Kinder
transport and are now recognised as
‘Righteous among the Nations’.
John Donoghue we state herein
that you will now be known to us as
‘Righteous among the Masons’.

The fallen not forgotten

R

emembrance Day was marked across the province with the
Provincial Grand Master Mike Wilks attending the parade in
Gosport. He was accompanied by his assistant David Foot and laid a
wreath on behalf of all the province’s members. Further wreaths were
laid by members of Gosport Lodges.
After the parade, Mike Wilks and David
Foot joined the Mayor of Gosport, Cllr Linda
Batty, the Mayor’s consort and Caroline
Dinenage MP for lunch at the Gosport
Masonic Centre. Over 100 Masons, their
friends and family attended the lunch. On
behalf of Gosport Masons, Mike Wilks
presented Cllr Batty with a cheque for
£1,000 which will benefit local charities,
organisations and individuals.
The Deputy Provincial Grand
Master, Graham Williams, attended the
Remembrance parade and service at the
Cenotaph in Portsmouth and also presented
a wreath on behalf of the brethren of the
province. Wreaths were laid by brethren of
Portsmouth Lodges and a large number of
Masonic collars were visible amongst those
assembled. An address was given by Chad
Chadha on behalf of the Sikh community
and by Tony Cooper on behalf of the Jewish
community.

Assistant Provincial Grand Master Jon
Whitaker attended the Remembrance
Parade in Woking, Surrey, in his capacity as
President of the local Royal British Legion
branch.
South Central Area Chairman, Jonathan
Bell, accompanied by Neil Ratcliffe and
Jeff Godsall attended the Cenotaph in
Southampton to lay wreaths on behalf of
lodges in their area.
Steve Morgan of New Forest Lodge laid a
wreath at the War Memorial at St Thomas’
Church in Lymington.

Members of Gosport Lodges accompanied by
Mike Wilks and David Foot gather at Gosport.

Assistant Provincial Grand Master
Jon Whitaker, President of the local
Royal British Legion branch pays his
respects at Woking.
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Up above the streets and houses,
Freemasons climbing high

H

ampshire-based charity The
Rainbow Centre received a
£25,000 donation from the Masonic
Charitable Foundation (MCF).

Seven charities across Hampshire and
the Isle of Wight were chosen to receive
grants of between £4,000 and £25,000
– with The Rainbow Centre receiving the
highest amount.
The centre in Fareham inspires and
supports children and adults with cerebral
palsy as well as adults with multiple
sclerosis, Parkinson’s disease, and those
who have suffered strokes and head injuries.
It also helps their families and works
with people from a wide area - across
Hampshire and as far afield as Surrey, the
edge of London, the Isle of Wight, Poole
and Chichester.
Lara Bull, the charity’s chief executive,
said: “With so many great charities in the

region we were honoured just to
have been chosen to go into the
public vote.
With our attendee numbers
growing we have naturally had
to build our team of conductorteachers. It is wonderful to be
supporting more people but that
has added to costs and winning
the Masonic vote will help with that
growth; £25,000 will make a huge
difference.”
Lara Bull, Chief Executive (rear left), Mike Wilks
and his wife Kay (rear right), with staff and pupils.
Mike Wilks said: “We are proud
to support so many charities across
49 adults, from six months old to 70-plus
Hampshire but for our 300th anniversary
years, with the service continually growing.
year the Masonic Charitable Foundation
The sessions aim to improve the quality
wanted to involve the public as well as our
of life for individuals attending The Rainbow
local Freemasons in deciding which of the
Centre by working with their families and
nominated charities should benefit most.
carers and building independence through
The Rainbow Centre is a wonderful
key skills such as speech, sitting, standing,
charity, making a real difference.”
walking, co-ordination, balance and fine
It is presently supporting 49 children and
motor skills.

A step up for
Albion Place

Visitors to the Albion Place centre in Southampton – known as 40
Steps – will have noticed a number of improvements. The dining
room has been fitted with air conditioning and new energy efficient
dimmable lighting installed. The kitchen has been completely
refurbished with all of the equipment replaced - plus a few additions.
All changes have improved the experience for the tenant lodges and
have made the centre more attractive to external customers when the
calendar permits.

FABBS
ESTABLISHED 1887

Grand Lodge Special Offer

This Very Special Price includes our Best Quality Full
Dress and Undress Aprons with matching Collars, a Past Rank
Jewel, Grand Lodge Case and delivery to any UK address.

£500.00 (Inc. VAT at 20%)

Supreme Grand Chapter Special Offer
Apron, Sash, Collar, Past Rank Locket

£210.00 (Inc. VAT at 20%)

Set 1 Provincial or LGR

Provincial
or LGCR

Special Offer

Full Dress Apron Collar, Jewel & Case

£160.00 (Inc. VAT at 20%)

Set 2 Provincial or LGR

Special Offer

Full Dress and Undress Aprons,
Collars, Jewel & Case

£235.00 (Inc. VAT at 20%)

Special Offer

Apron & Sash,
Collarette,
(Inc. VAT at Past Rank Locket
& Breast Jewel
20%)

£150.00

ALL
LOOK ONLINE OR C
IAL OFFERS
US FOR OTHER SPEC

FOR ALL YOUR MASONIC SUPPLIES

QUALITY REGALIA MADE TO THE HIGHEST
STANDARDS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
Call and speak with one of our experts
1 The Barns, 1 Longham Farm Close, Ringwood Road,
Ferndown, Dorset. BH22 9DE
Tel:- 01202 571600 • Fax:- 01202 571779

Website: www.fabb.co.uk
Email: fabb@fabb.co.uk
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Rowing the Atlantic...
Two young masons from Southampton
University Lodge face the ultimate test of
strength and endurance.

M

ore people have summited Everest
than completed the 3,000 mile
crossing of the Atlantic ocean in a
rowing boat. Following the first recorded
crossing in 1896, it is a venture that has
inspired an unparalleled test of physical
and mental endurance amongst those who dare to attempt it.
1996 saw the launch of the Atlantic Challenge, a race from La Gomera
in the Canary Islands to Antigua in the Caribbean that has since grown
to be the premier event in ocean rowing. To this day it is considered by
many to be the ultimate test of strength and endurance.
In December 2018 Nicholas Rakowski
and Matthieu Poudevigne, two young
masons from Southampton University
Lodge, will join Hector Strickland and Paul
Heerema (collectively known as the Nauti
Buoys) to tackle this epic race. They have
three simple aims: firstly to win the race;
secondly break the world record (currently
at 29 days, 14 hours and 34 minutes
following an impressive performance by the
Four Oarsmen in the 2017 race); and thirdly
to raise £300,000 for charity.
Nick, 27, provided a little more colour on
the team’s motivations:
“I’m incredibly excited about taking part
in the Talisker Atlantic challenge because
it gives me an opportunity to really push
my limits in a way which is very hard to do
Having fun before the
serious business starts...

normally. That said the Four Oarsmen have
set us a challenging record to beat and
training has just become even tougher as a
result. By peak training I’ll be looking to do
around 36 hours a week in the gym and on
the boat, which will be tough to fit around
a full time job in London. Ultimately though
the opportunity to raise a significant sum
of money for two great charities (Pencils of
Promise and Cancer Research) will make
it worthwhile and keep us rowing in the
inevitable tough times.”

The Team
Nick
Although a novice
rower, Nick is an
experienced sportsman
who has represented
the Royal Navy and GB
at powerlifting.

Matt
Having grown up
between France and
Wales, Matt is now well
settled in the UK and
works as a Doctor for
the NHS.

Paul
Born in Belgium to
Dutch parents but
raised in London, Paul
has a passion for boats
and keen interest in
sailing.

Hector
Born & bred in central
London, Hector is the
only true Brit aboard
and is very much
looking forward to
proudly waving the
Union Jack.

The Nauti Buoys are currently
seeking corporate and individual
sponsorship to help towards the
cost of their campaign.
If you or anyone you know may
be in a position to help, then
please contact the team directly at
TheNautiBuoysRC@gmail.com
The website also offers the
opportunity to support the team
through “Buying a Mile”, joining the
“Nauti 250”, or purchasing an oar.
So if your office is incomplete
without an oar for the Boardroom,
you now know where you can
acquire one!

Inset photo courtesy of Ben Duffy and
the Talisker Whisky Atlantic Challenge
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Proof that Freemasonry
is universal An uplifting report
I

n August last year Tom Harris, the son of Leroy Harris of Walter
Rodwell Wright Lodge in Aldershot and his wife Louise, had a
serious fall while in Slovenia on holiday.

He was admitted to Ljubljani Hospital, placed in an induced coma for
three weeks with potential brain damage and other injuries.
Leroy and Louise travelled to Slovenia
to be with Tom. Needless to say, it was
extremely difficult for them being abroad
with no knowledge of the language.
They contacted the British Mission who,
whilst giving some assistance, could not
offer the personal, moral and practical
support they needed.
Jim North, the Lodge Almoner, and
Brian Lawrence, Local Area Almoner,
thought that maybe a member of The
Grand Lodge of Slovenia could assist.

Brian contacted the United Grand Lodge
of England and spoke with The Grand
Chancellor’s office who were extremely
helpful and emailed Brian’s report of
the situation to The Grand Secretary of
Slovenia.
Within 24 hours a reply email was sent
to Leroy and Louise from Zlatko Setinc,
the Grand Secretary of Slovenia - even
though he was on holiday at the time. He
said that one of their Grand Lodge Officers
was a trauma surgeon at the hospital and

he would arrange for him to visit Tom and
make contact with Leroy and Louise.
This duly took place and he was able to
give the family the assistance and support
they needed. Tom has since returned to
the UK, spent further time in Basingstoke
Hospital and is back home having made a
full recovery. Tom and his family are most
grateful for all the help and support they
received from the Grand Lodge of Slovenia
and local brethren.
This demonstrates that Almoners are
there to help and play an important role
in the lodge and that Freemasonry itself
is a truly universal brotherhood, with
members from every walk of life and every
profession willing to assist each other in
times of need.
Brian Lawrence

Providing financial assistance in times of need or distress to Masons
and their dependents.

Our Provincial Charity
The recent formation of the Grand Lodge
Masonic Charitable Foundation (MCF)
brings together the full range of centralised
charitable support for Freemasons and
their families. At Provincial level the
Masonic Charitable Trust (MCT) has
recently been formed by combining the
Hubert Giles Masonic Benevolent Fund
and the General Charitable Trust.
The MCT aims to provide a prompt
response for one-off applications which
are made on behalf of Brethren and their
families to the Provincial Almoner through
the Lodge and Area Almoners. The main
aim is to provide financial assistance in
times of need or distress to Masons and
their dependents.
Examples of Grants typically awarded are:
• Financial support to help towards funeral
expenses
• Rapid response to the need for funding
Consultations
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• Support to fund events such as the
Bournemouth Holiday programme and
the Youth Sailing adventure
• Emergency funding for items which
otherwise might not be supported by the
national MCF
The MCF provides a wide range of help
and support for the financial, health and
family related needs. Its principal aims are
to provide longer term financial, family and
medical support in response to recognised
needs. Whilst acting independently of the
Provincial charity, the MCF do not take
any support given by the MCT as part
of their deliberation on grants made, but
rather recognise the urgency and support
being provided by the Province.
Grants are also made to support disability
needs of Lodge Members at Masonic
Centres and more recently financial support
has been awarded to each of the eleven
Amity and Social Circles in the Province to
help with their running costs.

Maurice Cooke,left Chairman of the Watercress
Club and Treasurer Stuart Tye, right receive a
cheque for £1000 from the Hampshire and Isle
of Wight Masonic Charitable Trust presented by
Noel Voice Chairman of the Trust.

All Grant enquiries relating to the
eligibility for consideration should, in
the first instance, be made to the Lodge
and Area Almoners, before a formal
application is made to the Masonic
Charitable Trust.

www.hampshirefreemasonry.com

Insight

Lodge members brought
festive cheer to old and young
S

anta Claus ditched his slay for a ride on the back of the Provincial Grand Master’s motorbike
when he attended Zetland Court’s Christmas fete in Bournemouth.

The home run by the Royal Masonic Benevolent Institute – part of the Masonic Charitable Foundation – provides
residential care, nursing and dementia support for up to 63 residents. Mike Wilks took on the reindeer role and assisted
by some helpful elves carried the bearded, benevolent Santa to the fete where there were stalls, games, and a raffle.
The home raised £2,375 and Karen Casey, activities coordinator, said: “Our annual Christmas fete was a hugely successful
event, bringing festive fun and cheer to the home.
Residents helped on the different
stalls and staff dressed up as elves, so
everyone was able to get involved and
get into the Christmas spirit.”
Mike Wilks deployed the same
form of transport when he and
colleagues from the Southern Chapter
of the Widow’s Sons Masonic Biker
Association made a delivery of presents
to the SCRATCH charity. They delivered
1,000 toys and £3,000 which went to
children in the Southampton area.
Underprivileged children in the
Bournemouth area were also opening presents on Christmas morn’ thanks to
Knole Lodge from the town.
The members bought toys worth £150 and donated a further £100 to the
Bournemouth Foodbank which distributed them.
Also handed over were dozens of cuddly toys knitted by lodge
member David Raynard’s wife Shirley.
Alan Davies from the lodge said: “We
wanted to support our local community,
particularly over the festive season. We
thought that donating toys and a making
donation was the best way to do it.”

Toys are us… (l-r) Tony Drake from the Knole Lodge, Kirsty Outterside,
Camilla Hawley and Debbie Bramley from the foodbank and Alan Davies
from Knole Lodge.
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Charity wants to make every eye
all-seeing
Jon Whitaker (left) and Jay Self

The Gift of Sight Appeal received a
certificate from the Freemasons following
a £6,000 donation from the Masonic
Charitable Foundation.
Assistant Provincial Grand Master
Jon Whitaker and fellow Freemason
George Mars presented the certificate
to Associate Professor and Consultant
Ophthalmologist Jay Self. University
Hospital Southampton NHS Foundation
Trust has established itself as one of
the UK’s leading research groups into
nystagmus – or ‘wobbly eye’. It is led by
Mr Self who specialises in degenerate eye
diseases of children.
The Trust runs one of only three
dedicated eye movement clinics in the UK
and receives referrals from across the UK.
At the start of Mr Self’s work, few groups

were looking at this particular eye disease
and no nystagmus-causing genes had
been identified. The Gift of Sight Appeal
aims to fund world-class research into the
prevention and treatment of blindness and it
is led by Mr Self and Dr Helena Lee.
Nystagmus - or ‘wobbly eye’ - causes
the eye to wobble and creates strobe
vision, making it difficult for people with the
disease to see moving objects, recognise
familiar faces or perform everyday activities.
Although the condition can develop in later
life, it is most commonly found in babies
and young children.

“The Tercentenary Community
Awards fund was created to mark
300 years of the foundation of the
first grand lodge of Freemasons.
Supporting charities is a
fundamental part of Freemasonry
and the Gift of Sight Appeal raises
funds for incredible and groundbreaking work and we’re delighted
to be supporting them.”

Jon Whitaker

A LADIES NIGHT
at the MAYFAIR HOTEL
BOURNEMOUTH for £29
The hotel will donate £1 for every guest attending to the
Association of Friends of Zetland Court.
6 Course Banquet
Special Wine Offer – 4 bottles for £50
Evening Entertainment
A bottle of Bollinger champagne for your raffle
Overnight accommodation and breakfast for an
additional £40 per person
Phone now 01202 551983
info@themayfair.com
themayfair.com
Bath Road, Bournemouth BH1 2NW
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Island lifeline
receives support
I

sle of Wight Freemasons were the major donor in the appeal
to keep the Wessex Cancer Trust minibus operating through
2018.The ‘Daisy Bus’ transports island cancer patients to Queen
Alexandra Hospital in Portsmouth, and it was under threat.

Therefore an appeal to raise the £28,000 required to run the service through
2018 was launched and already more than 90 percent of that sum has been
donated. The bus has been operating since 2014 and if
the money was not found, thousands of patients would
have had to fund their own transport.
David Foot, Assistant Provincial Grand Master
of Hampshire and Isle of Wight Freemasons,
Local masons were made aware of the risk of losing
said: “Freemasons throughout the Isle of
this lifeline service and quickly responded with generous
Wight have been long term supporters of the
donations from all the many Isle of Wight Lodges. They
Wessex Cancer Trust and in particular of the
were pleased to provide this relief to ensure the continued
critical Daisy Bus services.”
operation of the service for Island patients whilst a long
term sponsor is secured.
Sofie Bennett, Head of Fundraising at Wessex Cancer
Trust, said: “We are overwhelmed at the support received from Freemasons, community groups, business and individuals across the island.
“Thank you to everyone who has taken time to fund raise or who has made a donation, this is a vital service for so many Isle of Wight
residents and we are delighted that we have now secured funding until the end of 2018.”
Wessex Cancer Trust is also working closely with Hovertravel to ensure the future sustainability of the service as a long term funding
solution still needs to be found. The charity is now asking businesses on the island who might be able to offer sponsorship to get in touch to
discuss opportunities with the charity.

Bournemouth and New Forest Masonic Welfare Association

Grand Chancellor attends AGM
T

he Bournemouth and New Forest Masonic Welfare Association (MWA) AGM was held at Freemasons’ Hall
in Knole Rd, Bournemouth, and was chaired for a final time by Ian Young who had been involved with the
MWA both as Treasurer and Chairman for the past 23 years.

regularity’. He added, however, that we are
talk he emphasised that as the oldest Grand
As well as many brethren from the local
not some sort of international police force
Lodge, we in England have had thrust
Lodges, also present were our Provincial
solving problems within and between Grand
upon us the role of being the ‘guardians of
Grand Master Mike Wilks, Past Provincial
Lodges. We can only offer advice
Grand Master Brian Bellinger, and
and not interfere. His talk prompted
the Provincial Grand Master for
many questions. A full transcript
Dorset, Richard Merritt.
of his talk is on our Provincial
The Guest Speaker was Derek
Information Service.
Dinsmore, The Grand Chancellor for
Before Ian Young finally stood
the United Grand Lodge of England.
down as the MWA chairman, the
He gave a most interesting and
PGM paid a glowing tribute to his
enlightening talk on the role of the
past service in that role.
Grand Chancellor which in his words
is really a sort of ‘Masonic Foreign
The new MWA Chairman is Ray
Secretary’.
Turner, the current South West Area
Almoner.
The office only came into being
in 2007 and he explained Grand
At dinner the PGM preented
Lodge’s sometimes delicate
Ian with an engraved plaque to
relationship with other Grand
Mike Wilks, Ray Turner the new chairman, Ian Young the retiring chairman,
commemorate his tenure in office.
and Derek Dinsmore the Grand Chancellor.
Lodges from overseas. During his
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Unsung Heroes have their Day

“

This Special Meeting of Provincial Grand Lodge – which is now well-established in the Provincial Calendar
- provides an opportunity for the Province to honour brethren who, for a whole variety of reasons, have
not been recognised in the normal course by the Province.
Mike Wilks Provincial Grand Master.

”

Highlights from the Provincial Grand Master’s Address
We can look back with pride on a great
Tercentenary Celebration which ran through
the year
Many Lodges arranged their own activities to mark, and
effectively publicise our organisation and this great milestone in
its existence. Some were very special and took considerable
time and effort to organise and manage; and some are ongoing! I
thank all those Lodges and brethren who played their part.
Likewise, I thank the Area Teams who organised and managed
events throughout the year, notably our Charity Presentations. In
particular I wish to thank and pay tribute to our Tercentenary
Planning Team, led by our Provincial Grand Director of
Ceremonies, for their magnificent contribution to the Tercentenary
Year, the Cathedral Service at Winchester in March and our Grand
Ball in November. Many will say that the high-spot was the day
at Marwell which brethren and their families so enjoyed that we
received many requests to repeat it on an annual basis.
The impact of these events should not be under-estimated:
they provided an inspiration for our brethren to get involved and
play their part and we will reap the benefits for years to come.
The individual events and activities are too numerous to mention
but I must pay tribute to my North East Area Assistant Provincial
Grand Master for organising the Victoria Cross Dinner in
Winchester attended by the Lords Lieutenant of both Hampshire
and the Isle of Wight which resulted in great publicity.
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2018 and will be a momentous year for
our Province
Momentous can be defined as Historic, Significant, and Earth
Shattering. Yes, all of those things.
Let me revert to 2015 when Grand Lodge introduced a Strategy
for the Future of Freemasonry. This was prompted by the
changing society in which we live and recognition at the highest
level that the Craft would have to accept and adapt to those
changes in order to survive in the modern world.
This was the first time in three centuries that Grand Lodge had
considered the need to provide a road map for our future. The
decision was Momentous – yes, as I have just defined that word,
because it was a recognition by the Rulers that to survive in the
modern world. We could no longer rely on the ebbs and flows in
our fortunes. The decline over the two decades bringing an end to
the 20th century and the beginning of the 21st, was too dramatic
and too great to be reversed without clear and positive leadership.

The Grand Lodge Strategy is producing results
The Sky television series, now on DVD, a bold decision by Grand
Lodge particularly as we had no editorial control, was a great
success and has unquestionably increased interest in the Craft.
The numerous events and celebrations in this Province and
across the Constitution were also an outstanding success and a
clear indication of the renewed confidence that the brethren have
in the future of our organisation.

Insight

Special Meeting of
Provincial Grand Lodge,
2nd February 2018

Province, routinely to attending and playing
a part in many civic and community Events.
I would like our Charity Presentations to
continue and to be fully supported by our
Lodges – the benefits for the charities, for the
local community and for us are enormous
and should not be under-estimated.

Our Learning and Development
Team
Men introduced to the Craft through
various initiatives and latterly through the
Members Pathway, may have greater initial
expectations than those introduced through
friend or family in what might be regarded
as the traditional way. It is important that
we cater for such brethren and this is being
managed by our Learning and Development
Team who will ensure that learning is
available through dedicated meetings of
Focus Lodges to which Light Blues in the
Area will be invited.

In this Province we started our changes in 2010
By the start of the Tercentenary we were 6 years in. The growth
which I mentioned in my Address at our AGM last year measured
in terms of a reduction in Resignations and an increase in
Initiations is being converted into rising numbers.

We are continuing to attract good men into
the organisation
They are increasing numbers and staying! Present indications are
that this will continue to increase during the current year.

The Members Pathway
This has been embraced with very good effect by a number
of Lodges who have seen the benefits through an increase in
Initiations with new members clearly enjoying their Freemasonry.
Our Membership Teams in the Areas are assisting with this
process whilst also focussing on re-engaging brethren and this is
producing results.

The teams are now engaging in a new process
Effectively tapping into what could be a rich stream of potential
members who resigned during the period of decline and
stagnation. Such former members will be encouraged to see
what freemasonry now has to offer and I am hopeful that this
exercise will produce results.
I thank the Area APGMs and their teams for their dedication
and commitment without whom we could not have made the
progress we have. Each has stepped up to the plate, risen to the
challenges presented by the changes, and made an enormous
difference. We have become closer to our local communities and
have established firm relationships with civic leaders across the

Notwithstanding the progress which we
have made and the growth which we are
now seeing as a Province, we still have some
brethren and indeed Lodges which remain
to be convinced but I am hopeful that these
Lodges will be carried along on the tide and that any remaining
doubters will come on board or loose the influence which has
been so damaging in past years.

My personal appeal for Lifelites
At this meeting last year I launched an Appeal for Lifelites to
assist that charity in providing updated equipment for Naomi
House and maintain that equipment for four years until the next
update will be required. The target of £50,000 was raised by the
time of our AGM in July when the appeal was closed.

And money continues to come in for
Lifelites……
I am delighted to say that Lifelites are now finalising a package
to assist Naomi House with a Long Term Ventilation unit – and to
use this project as a pilot for similar projects at other children’s
hospices. These are wonderful innovative charities, working
together for the benefit of children and young persons with life
limiting conditions across the country and I have pledged our
continuing support.

I congratulate all those brethren whom I have
been privileged to honour this evening.
I make no apologies for repeating –“brethren whose love of the
Craft is apparent in all that they do; and who have continued to
serve regardless of any personal preferment, or indeed the hope
or expectation of such. It is this which makes this Meeting so
special and I am pleased to pay tribute to these brethren.”
I thank these brethren for their contribution to the Province and I
wish them well in the coming years. I know that they will continue
to contribute and enjoy their Freemasonry.
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Consecration of Samuel Cody Aviation Lodge No. 9953

A full house takes latest special
interest lodge off to a flying start

Lodge founders with the Provincial Grand Master

A

rriving at Bordon Masonic
Centre I sensed a real buzz. It
was only eleven in the morning and
the place was already almost full.

There was clearly an atmosphere
of excitement amongst the arriving
brethren. Inside, I was greeted by the
hubbub of techi aviation terminology
and flying jargon filling the bar. This was
the founding members of the new lodge
getting together. Joined in conversations
were pilots past and present who fly
the big commercial airliners, small light
aeroplanes and gliders. RAF aircrew in
their best mess dress, Flight engineers,
ground crew and air traffic controllers. I
thought to myself if Biggles had been a
mason he would be at home here today.
The idea of an aviation lodge in the
province was first raised by one of its
founders Peter Musselwhite. The idea
was that it should primarily be for military
and civil flight crew and ground crew.
However it soon became clear
from the wider interest that it
should not be restricted in this
way, but should encompass anyone with
connections or a wider interest in the
aviation industry.
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As explained by the Provincial Grand
Chaplain, Robin Nash during the
consecration ceremony in his excellent and
informing Oration, there was an obvious
choice for naming the
Lodge. “Samuel Cody,
who, sometime around
the year 1890, from
America, arrived in
the UK as a performer
in a travelling Wild
West Show. Samuel
Cody became fascinated
with kites, and
particularly
with the idea
of making
a kite that
could lift
a man
into the

air. In 1901 he patented a design known
as the Cody Kite, and gave demonstrations
going up to 2,000 feet, which I am told is the
height most light aircraft fly at today, and
he offered the design to the War Office as a
kite to be used for observation during times
of war.
Over the following few years he made
various improvements to his design, and
in 1906 he was appointed as a Chief
Instructor at Aldershot, and soon after
that he joined the Army installation at
Farnborough which eventually
became the Royal Aircraft
Establishment – Aldershot
and Farnborough both
being in this Province of

The first Worshipful Master
of Samuel Cody Aviation
Lodge is Roger Bricknell
seen here with one of the
lodge table pieces, a model of
Concorde. The model was used
during many of his public talks
about this iconic aircraft.
Roger is somewhat of an Concorde
expert having spent 25 years onboard
as a Flight Engineer and clocking up an
phenomenal 14,000 flying hours.
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Hampshire and Isle of Wight,
of course.
In 1908 he was
credited with
recognition for the
first official powered
flight in Britain.”
The Provincial
Grand Chaplain
then further
explained that the logo of
the Lodge featured Cody’s
famous aircraft, the Cody Flyer.

The founding committee decided they wanted a
special design for their lodge gavels and agreed
on an aircrafts landing gear as the principal. An
undercarriage leg and wheel was chosen as the
ideal. One of the lodge founders Noel Voice, using
his well known skill on the wood lathe, created
these fitting gavels and case illustrated above.

Mike Wilks who acted as the
Consecrating Officer finished
the ceremony thanking
the founders and his
team saying “I am
in my eighth year as
your Provincial Grand
Master and this is the
eighth lodge which
I have consecrated.
Each consecration is very
special for the founders,
and for the province. For
the founders, because they
are embarking on a great project full of
expectation. They are the catalyst for the
founding of an entirely new lodge which
is one of the most exciting and fulfilling
experiences within freemasonry.
For the province, not because we have
added a new lodge to the roll of lodges
within the province, but because we have
provided a vehicle for brethren with a
special interest to join together as masons
and enjoy their passion in like company.
The lodge has initiates and joining
members in waiting, each with an
involvement in aviation, as do most of
the founders and this will provide a solid
foundation for the future. The enthusiasm
and commitment of the founders is such

The lodge founders together in the bar before the
ceremony - can you see the Master Designate,
Roger Bricknell centre, on a aircrafts ejector seat!

that I have no doubt that they will inspire
the membership such that the lodge will
become an important part of the province.
May I thank the founding Master and his
team for all their work on this project borne
of their great loves of freemasonry and
aviation in all its forms.
I believe that the foundation is now well
and truly laid, and I have every confidence
that the Founders will rise to the high
expectations of the Province.
Finally I thank the provincial team, the
provincial secretariat, the ProvGDC and
his deputies, the provincial choir who add
greatly to the lustre of the occasion, and
the team of Provincial Grand Stewards
for their work in making this a special and
memorable occasion for us all.
Reporting by Roger Maber, Editor

Support for Treloar College
Funding for college’s new work experience officer.

P

hysically disabled young people
at Treloar College in Alton
have won support totalling £50,775
which is funding a new work
experience officer. The employee
will arrange work placements for
all students able to benefit from
them. This may include going into
voluntary or paid employment with
the aim of boosting confidence and
skills for the future.

The grant is from the Masonic Charitable
Foundation and Mike Wilks attended the
charity and was shown around. The work
experience officer is part of the Transition
Team at Treloar’s. The total cost of this
department is over £220,000 a year, which is
funded solely through voluntary donations.

Young disabled people are almost half as
likely as their non-disabled peers to be in
employment – 46.5 per cent compared with
84 per cent, according to a 2016 report from
the Papworth Trust. Indeed, 44.3 per cent
of working-age disabled people are without
a job. This figure is nearly four times higher
than for non-disabled people (11.5 per cent).

Mike Wilks with Rob Bird, age 22.
Rob is a former student of Treloar’s
and is now employed in Treloar
Print as a technical assistant.
He was a student for three years,
underwent a six month traineeship
in the print shop before becoming
a member of staff in 2015.

Treloar’s Principal Martin Ingram said:
“We are very grateful to the Masonic
Charitable Foundation for their generous
grant and Hampshire and Isle of Wight
Freemasons for their support. It will help
give our students confidence and develop
skills and experience for the future.”
Mike Wilks said: “We are very pleased to
be able to support the Treloar Trust, which
does outstanding work in giving young
disabled people in our community the
chance to experience the world of work.”
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Mike Wilks (centre), pictured with Nigel Atkinson, Lord Lieutenant of Hampshire (left),
and Maj Gen Martin White CB CBE, Lord Lieutenant of the Isle of Wight (right).
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Commemorative Dinner

honours the valour displayed by of six of our brethren
Six servicemen from Hampshire and the Isle of Wight who were
Freemasons and were awarded the Victoria Cross in World War One
were remembered at a special commemorative dinner.

M

ike Wilks was joined by
The Lords Lieutenant of
Hampshire and the Isle of Wight.
The dinner was held at the
Royal Green Jackets’ Museum
in Winchester and members of
the lodges where the VC winners
belonged also attended.
The Victoria Cross was instituted by
Royal Warrant in 1856 and is Britain’s
highest award for gallantry in action.
Each VC is cast from the gunmetal of two
Chinese cannons captured from
the Russians at the Siege of
Sebastopol during the Crimean
War. To date, 1,358 VCs have
been awarded and 145 of them
went to Freemasons - and of
those, 14 have been members
of the Masonic Province of
Hampshire and Isle of Wight. In
World War One 628 VCs were
awarded, 63 of the recipients
being Freemasons with six
coming from the province.
In attendance at the dinner were
Nigel Atkinson, Lord Lieutenant of
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Hampshire, and Maj Gen Martin White CB
CBE, Lord Lieutenant of the Isle of Wight.
Attending from the VC winners’ lodges
were Adrian Hirons from Aldershot
Camp Lodge, Steven Ohm from United
Service Lodge in Portsmouth, Peter Close
from Lodge of Hope in Portsmouth and
Christopher Jarman from The Needles lodge
in Ryde, Isle of Wight.
Three of those VC winners were members
of Aldershot Camp Lodge – a remarkable
record. Mike Wilks said at the dinner: “The
Victoria Cross is the most democratic of
all medals in that neither rank nor long-

service are considered.The acts of valour
or self-sacrifice that earn recognition by the
award of a Victoria Cross are by their nature
extremely hazardous and to date 44% of the
Crosses have been awarded posthumously.
“Interestingly the six servicemen whom
we honour all survived to play their part in
the community after their service life ended.
Hampshire and the Isle of Wight has had
a long association with the armed forces
going back many hundreds of years.
“As a result of these strong military ties
many lodges in the province were formed
especially to cater for service personnel.
This year we celebrate the
Tercentenary of our Grand Lodge.
The original objective was to make
better men and build a better
world. Servicemen of all ranks
were attracted to the institution,
lodges were formed by servicemen
and Freemasonry was spread
across the globe.
“Against this background, it is
hardly surprising that Freemasons
have played such a part in military
operations; and form such a high
percentage of those awarded the
highest honour for valour.”

Insight

Harry Daniels,
1884, - 1953
Aldershot Camp Lodge.
VC won on March 12,
1915, in France for
astonishing bravery in no-man’s-land.

William Robert
Fountaine Addison,
1883 - 1962
Aldershot Camp Lodge.
The reverend won his VC on
April 9, 1916, in Mesopotamia for most
conspicuous bravery while helping the
wounded.

Spencer John
Bent, 1891 - 1977
Aldershot Camp Lodge.
The drummer won his
VC on November 1/2
1914 in Belgium by
assuming command of his platoon and
holding its position.

Thomas Edward
Rendle,
1884 - 1945
The Needles Lodge.
This VC was won on
November 20 1915 in
Belgium when Rendle attended to the
wounded and rescued men from trenches.

Norman Augustus
Fitch, 1890 - 1966
The Lodge of Hope.
On 22/23 April 1918
in Belgium on HMS
Vindictive, Fitch kept up continuous fire
despite direct hits.

Ernest Herbert
Pritcher,
1888 - 1946
United Service Lodge.
On August 8 1917, HMS
Dunraven took sustained shelling and
Pitcher’s heroics as captain of a gun crew
led to his VC being awarded by ballot of
the crew.

If you believe
you can achieve
Mr Mayor the mason focuses on youth
achievement.

David McLean a well known mason and Past Master of Winchester’s King Ælfred
Lodge was elected the 818th Mayor of Winchester in 2017. The City has a longstanding history of freemasons in the role of Mayor. David says, “I have chosen the
theme of Youth Achievement for my year as Mayor. I am meeting young people in
schools and colleges across the district and also youth groups, cadets, carers, dance
troupes etc. And my message is ‘if you believe you can achieve’.”
David goes on to say, “I wish to forge a spirit of tolerance amongst our diverse
communities and have been visiting as many religious groups as I can.”
As Mayor he says he will ensure Winchester District is open for business and is
visiting as many businesses as possible, both large and small. He is supporting
Winchester’s vibrant business community where ever possible, attending Queens
Awards presentations for industry, and introducing the Virgin VOOM bus are just
some of the highlights so far.
David’s chosen charities are, the Multiple Sclerosis Society, Canine Partners and
the Bishops Waltham North Pond Conservation Group. With this in mind, he has
already organised several different fundraising events.

Organiser of the Commemorative Dinner,
Assistant Provincial Grand Master Bill Withers
– a retired Lieutenant Colonel illustrates...

A Point of Interest

In 1899, The Prince of Wales, later King Edward VII laid
the foundation stone for the new baracks, which the Royal
Green Jacket Museum is now within. A maul, which was
presented to the then Grand Master commemorates the
laying of the stone and is on display in the museum.
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“...my special appeal”
Mike Wilks Provincial Grand Master

Lifelites Assistive Technology Project
at Naomi House and Jacksplace.
The technology we are able to fund for the children and young people at the
hospice is life changing. It creates opportunities for them to play, be creative,
control something for themselves and communicate for as long as is possible.

The money still continues to come in...

M

y initial appeal to raise £50,000 to update equipment for Naomi House and maintain it for the next four
years was accomplished in just six months.

Since hitting that target the money has still continued to come in from our lodges. As a result we’ve been able to set our sights on raising
a further £25,000. This additional significant sum will fund another really important and life changing project for the children and young
people at the Long Term Ventilation Unit in Naomi House and Jacksplace.
Thanks to the continuing achievements of our brethren and lodges we are already more than halfway there! By the time Insight is
printed and received by its readers we will have raised £15,000 towards the total needed for this project.

The equipment is mind blowing and
so empowering for our young people.
It helps them take back control.
Thank you so much to all the Hampshire
and Isle of Wight Freemasons.
We are so grateful to you for raising
so much money for this life changing
equipment. We couldn’t do it with
out you.
Lifelites
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A brother to his father and
grandfather... King Ælfred Lodge’s ‘family affair’.
A

meeting King Ælfred Lodge in Winchester, proved to be something of
a ‘family affair’ when Lee Saunders became Brother Lee Saunders,
but perhaps more importantly, brother to both his father Derek and
grandfather Brian.

Lee said afterwards:
“I feel very fortunate to
be initiated into King
Ælfred Lodge and to
have the opportunity of
following in my father and
grandfather’s footsteps.
I know how much
Freemasonry means to
them and I’m sure, in
time, it will become an
important part of my life
Brothers together. L-R: Brian, Derek, and Lee Saunders.
too.
Accompanied by APGM Roy Quin.
“I also look forward
to the social side of
Brian, who is normally Lodge Organist,
Freemasonry like the Ladies Nights and
took the chair for the ceremony, supported
white table events which I can share with the
by Derek, who is currently Senior Warden,
rest of my family. It was particularly pleasing
leading his son around. The family link
that my mother, sister and grandmother
didn’t end there as Lee was later joined by
were able to share my ‘big-night’, as they
his mother, sister and grandmother for the
dined with us at the white table festive board
Festive Board Christmas White Table.
following the ceremony. It was truly a family

affair and certainly a night to remember.”
Dad Derek added: “It was such a proud
moment for me to play such an important
part in Lee taking his first regular step in
Freemasonry, and I thank Darren Foy, the
lodge’s Junior Deacon, for stepping aside
and providing me with the opportunity. I
certainly appreciated it and I know Lee
did too. I now look forward to guiding Lee
throughout his Masonic journey and feel
confident that he will enjoy it as much as me
and his granddad.”
Brian, who became a joining member
of King Ælfred Lodge in 1993, having
previously been a member of Sherne Hall
(London) 5004, quipped in saying “It was
a very emotional but gratifying evening as
it virtually emulated the evening when I
installed Lee’s dad into the Lodge in March
2006. Like his dad, I am a very proud man
to see Lee following in our footsteps”.
The family links at King Ælfred Lodge
do not end there, as the sons of Junior
Warden Tim Hadield and the son of W. Bro.
David McLean, are all lined up to become
members and brothers in the coming
months.

Flutterby Fund
receives donation

“This charity provides funds so children can access
the therapy they need. We were delighted to be able
to support them with a donation because the work
they do is hugely important.” - George Mars,
Charity Steward St Christophers Lodge.
The Flutterby Fund in Southampton, a
small local charity that solely supports
Sophia’s House, received a donation
of £4,000 from the Masonic Charitable
Foundation.
George Mars accompanied by Jon
Whitaker APGM for the local area
presented the cheque to Rosie McMillan
the centre’s manager along with
Aleksandra Loskot founder of the Flutterby

Fund. The charity exists
to enable low income
families to have access
to essential therapy for
George Mars with Rosie McMillan and Aleksandra Loskot.
their children with special
needs at Sophia’s House
range of special needs including Global
in Bursledon.
Development Delay, learning disabilities,
A team of professionally qualified
cerebral palsy, autism and Asperger
therapists at the centre provides high
syndrome, in a happy and relaxed
quality treatments for children with a
environment.
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The province goes to town...

The Tercentenary celebrations reached their peak on 31st October
when more than 4,400 brethren attended an especial meeting of
the Grand Lodge at London’s Royal Albert Hall.

100’s of Hampshire and Isle of Wight brethren
join in the celebrations.
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“Proud to play a small part”
Island hospice receives donation

“The work the Earl Mountbatten Hospice does, both in
the hospice and out in the local community, is absolutely
outstanding and we as freemasons are proud to play a smal
part in supporting such a worthy charity.”
David Foot
The Isle of Wight’s only hospice was grateful for a donation of
£2,440 from the Masonic Charitable Foundation. David Foot, who’s
area within the province covers the Isle of Wight, presented the
cheque to the Earl Mountbatten Hospice in Newport. It has been
the island’s only hospice for 35 years and is known for innovation
across the UK and beyond.
Staff provide expert medical, nursing and domiciliary end of life care
and bereavement support to people in their own homes, care homes,
the local hospital and in its own premises.
David Foot presented the cheque to Hospice CEO, Nigel Hartley,
who said “We are always very thankful for the sustained support
given to Earl Mountbatten Hospice by the Masons. They support us
in so many ways and on so many occasions. This annual donation
is important and supports us to continue to deliver our increasingly
broad range of care services which are needed to meet the growing
demands of a wider range of people.”

David, centre, flanked by Nigel Hartley CEO of the hospice and Rebecca Block,
Head of Income Generation.

Students’ designs inspire Directors
of Gosport Centre
Directors and a team from Gosport Masonic Centre received a presentation from
students at Portsmouth University’s School of Architecture, taking part in a ‘live’
project brief to facelift and make more use of the Centres space.
Five groups of students presented their designs. Ian Chase who originally made
contact with the University by an “old fashioned” handwritten letter was impressed
by the enthusiastic response from the students and Co-Director, Ray Bazani,
summed up their work as, “a refreshing insight into how our dated Centre could
look in the future.”

Olivia, one of the students taking part in the project
has family ties with freemasonry, her grandfather is
a freemason in her home county of Cornwall.
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Mayor of Eastleigh sees local charities handed cheques for
almost £15,000

R

epresentatives of twenty
local charitable organisations
gathered to receive their donations
which were personally presented
by each of the lodges taking part.
The Mayor, whose office is renowned for its
prolific fundraising activities also received
a cheque from Mike LaPeuple, on behalf
of his Hampshire Lodge of Emulation.
Mike handed Councillor Sollitt, the Mayor
a donation for Friends of In Touch which
supports vulnerable youngsters with
autistic conditions in her borough and is
one of the her chosen charities.
The Provincial Grand Master Mike Wilks
attended wearing his biking leathers. The
masonic bikers association named The
Widows Sons were represented. These
are masons including the PGM who count
motorcycling amongst their hobbies and
put their passion towards the good of local
communities. They were at the evening
to receive boxes of Christmas toys and
gifts collected by the members and their
families who use the Eastleigh Masonic
Centre. The boxes were destined for a
local charity SCRATCH, Southampton City

& Regional Action to Combat Hardship,
with the intention that as few as possible
children will face Christmas without a
present to unwrap.
Mike Wilks didn’t go home empty handed
either! The PGM was given a number of
donations from the Eastleigh lodges for
his personal appeal for Lifelites. This is
a masonic charity that caters for heart
rending children and young people with
life limiting, life threatening and disability
conditions. One of the charities nationwide
hospices is at nearby Sutton Scotney.

The Hampshire and Isle of Wight Masonic Clay Shooting Society

Shooting Society Formed

When a group of four Isle of Wight Masons
visited a Masonic clay pigeon shoot in
Suffolk they discovered that it was an
Inter Province Competition and they were
unwittingly representing our province.
The group of four were Daniel Bishop,
Ainsley Newton and Malcolm Purcell from
Albany Lodge and Gary Jones from East
Medina Lodge. They put up a very good
show but the trophy was won by West
Lancashire. However our Daniel Bishop
was top gun of the day and he received
the prize of a very nice new shotgun.
On returning to the Island Daniel
approached Albany’s VO Chris Thomas,
to find out if the province had a Clay

Shooting Society and how could we go
about starting one. Chris, who also enjoys
shooting clays, made enquiries and was
informed there were no ground
rules and he could get on and form
such a society.
Daniel, who runs two shooting
grounds has organised two events
and if they are a success he will
organise a mainland event.
•T
 apnell Farm - TopTargets
www.toptargets.co.uk
20th June
•B
 owcombe View Shooting Ground
www.shootingisleofwight.co.uk
16th July

The events are open to masons and
their families, visit the websites for details.
Chris Thomas

Daniel receiving Top Gun Trophy and the shotgun.
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Eastleigh’s cheque bonanza!
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Hounds for Heroes

Bordon Garrison Lodge takes the lead.

M

embers of Bordon Garrison Lodge and their partners paid a
visit to the Hounds for Heroes charity which they have been
supporting. They met charity founder Allen Parton and some of the
canine companions at the HQ in Ramsdean, near Petersfield.
The purpose of Hounds for Heroes is
to provide specially trained assistance
dogs to injured and disabled men and
women of both the UK Armed Forces
and Emergency Services. The visitors
received a talk on the origins and work
of the charity followed by a training
demonstration. Dogs are taught
numerous useful skills including opening
and closing doors and drawers, collecting
items from shelves and cupboards, and
are able to put their partners into the
recovery position and cover them with

blankets if necessary.
Rita Bicheno-Brown of Hounds
for Heroes said: “It is nice for our
supporters to come along to the
training site and to see where all their Charity founder Allen Parton pictured in the foreground with his
canine companions E.J and Rookie, Assistance Dogs.
hard raised monies go to. As a new
charity we’re very grateful for your
Bordon Garrison Lodge has been keen
support. Raising money for us is not only
to
support local charities, and as a Service
immensely helpful in terms of funding the
Lodge,
readily identifies with the aims and
training and care of our dogs, but also in
ideals
of
Hounds for Heroes. Donations
the raising awareness of us and our aims, to
amounting
to £616 have been given.
which you will contribute.”

Driving cancer charity forward

Macmillan Caring Locally received a donation of £15,000 from
the Masonic Charitable Foundation (MCF).

T

he charity, which provides palliative care at
Christchurch Hospital and in the community,
will put the money towards a new minibus.
Freemasons Leon Whitfield, Geoff Tuck
and Rodney Dale made the presentation
to Lin Sharp, Macmillan’s Capital Appeal
Director.
Lin said: “We are absolutely thrilled to
have been awarded £15k from the Masonic
Charitable Foundation and would like to say a
huge thank you to everyone that voted for us.
We are overwhelmed by the wonderful
support of the local public that has made
this possible. The grant will go towards
a much-needed new minibus which will
enhance the lives of hundreds of terminally
ill people over the coming years.
Part of the service that is offered at our
hotel and at the Macmillan Unit Day Centre
is the opportunity to go out for trips around
the local area using a minibus.
These excursions take guests to the
beaches, local towns and other scenic
locations where they can relax and enjoy
themselves out in the fresh air for a few
hours during the day.

However,
the current
minibus is
very old and
the model
is obsolete
Lin Sharp (second left), Leon Whitfield (centre), Geoff Tuck (third from left)
meaning it
and Rodney Dale (third from right) with some of the Macmillan team.
is difficult to
find parts.
old vehicle cannot offer, to accommodate all
The vehicle is frequently in a garage for
of our patients and hotel guests.”
repairs or maintenance which means that
excursions are currently very limited. It also
cannot accommodate guests that require
Leon Whitfield, Assistant Provincial
wheelchair access.
Grand Master, said: “We are delighted
In order to continue providing the hotel
to continue our support for the
guests and patients with the opportunity to
Macmillan Caring Locally team. Their
enjoy the fresh air, beautiful scenery and
contribution in the local community
make these happy memories, we need to
is invaluable and this minibus will
purchase a new, fit-for-purpose minibus.
enhance the work they already do.”
This wonderful gift from MCF will go
towards the purchase of a 17-seater
Macmillan Caring Locally is unconnected to the
minibus with electric wheelchair access, a
national charity Macmillan Cancer Support.
ramp and a lift providing the flexibility the
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Wow what a year!

Ian Preece, Tercentenary Rep to UGLE, looks back with pride...
The Parade included the PGM of
Wiltshire, Philip Bullock, and six of his
provincial officers.
We had received the banner at a ‘flying
visit’ from the PGM of Guernsey & Alderney,
David Hodggets, accompanied by his
Deputy and Provincial Grand Secretary.

The main event of the year was the Family
Fun Day at Marwell Zoo. When tickets went
on sale all 2,500 were sold in just 19 days.
Many lodges sponsored disadvantaged
children and their carers to a day out
including providing transport, refreshments
and pocket money. It really was a
‘Freemasonry in the Community’ event.
In July M W Bro Peter Lowndes, Pro
Grand Master, attended our AGM. Before
the opening there was a public parade in
full regalia in the centre of Southampton.
At this meeting we handed over the RCG9
Tercentenary Travelling Banner.

Tennis club
receives £800 net
T

he Southbourne Tennis Club in Bournemouth
received a donation of £800 from Elizebethan Lodge.

David Mitchell, who is the master of the lodge, said: “The club
does a lot of coaching for those with disabilities. These including
wheelchair users, the visually impaired, those with dementia and
those with learning difficulties. It also has a very popular coaching
session for very young children, which introduces them to the
sport. We were
delighted, with the
help of a special
fund called the Tom
Langton Fund, to
make the donation.
“Hopefully the
club will unearth the
next Andy Murray.”

David Mitchell
and Sue Grainger
from the club
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In March 2017 we held our Tercentenary
service of thanksgiving at Winchester
Cathedral. The reception attended by
the Lords Lieutenant, Lord Mayor of
WInchester, many other mayors and civic,
and charity representatives was themed
to the Tercentenary and it was the fullest
we have ever had the Cathedral for our
services there.

The Provincial Grand Ball tickets were put
on sale in January and all 400 places were
sold out in 8 days! This was to be our final
celebration on 9th September but a flood at
the Grand Harbour Hotel just days before the
event caused it to be postponed until 11th
November – The Royal Marines Association
Band with their a ‘Last Night of the Proms’
extravaganza, a Neil Diamond Tribute act
and a fantastic party disco until 1am, was a
magnificent conclusion to the year’s events.
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It’s a kind of magic
What do you enjoy about Freemasonry?

Grandad was initiated just a few weeks
after I was born. He didn’t really talk
about it although the family all knew he
was a mason. When he died he left me
his masonic ring which kindled my desire
to become a freemason. However the
timing wasn’t right as I had a young family,
and as a semi-professional magician
was performing all over the country. But
masonry was always on my mind.
Some years on I found out that my good
friend and fellow magician Colin Philips
was a mason. And just two years later I was
initiated into St Christopher Lodge.
With my insatiable need for knowledge
and the assistance of George Mars the
Provincial Grand Orator, I quickly started
visiting other lodges. Also if I met a brother
whilst performing, I would try to visit his
lodge, so I have visited many fantastic
lodges.
I love the ritual and there isn’t a day gone
by when I haven’t been learning a new part
or practising a piece.
Everyone is so welcoming. We have
all been through the same ceremonies
which gives us all a common experience.

Although we may come
from different walks of
life, we have the same
outlook!
I’m now Junior Deacon
in my lodge and part of
the Province’s South
Central area events team.
Longer serving brethren
will always say “do not
take on too much” and
“slow down”! I think it’s
important that you know
your own limitations. For
years I fought Ju-Jitsu on
three nights a week, three
“I like knowing that, no matter what life throws at
masonic meetings a week
is no different. I leave
me, I have a group of ‘like-minded’ brothers that
every meeting with a really
I can talk to and who will not judge, but will give
positive attitude and a
sound advice I can trust completely.”
genuine excitement for the
Phil Wedgbrow, Semi-professional magician
future of my freemasonry.
Whenever I read about
our charitable donations, or attend a cheque
I have made so many life long friends.
presentation evening, and see the hardship
Above
all I find freemasonry fun, and
some people have to face daily, it makes me
because
of this I will be a mason forever!
realise how lucky I am.

Phil at one of his Ladies Night performances with audience participant Carrie

Another brother responds to the question Insight’s
Editor Roger Maber posed in an earlier issue.

Provincial Clubs
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Around the Province of Hampshire and Isle of Wight we have many clubs to
help bring together our extended family of members and lodge widows.
To find details of events near you, please contact your nearest club.
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Aldershot and Farnborough - Concord Club	Contact: Alan Babister

01252 683113

Alton, Bordon and Petersfield - Watercress Club 	Contact: David Pennell

01420 473107

Botley and Woolston - Rendezvous Club	Contact: Gino Fanti

01489 783612

Bournemouth - Knole Club	Contact: Ken Iball

01202 890241

Chandlers Ford - Amity Club	Contact: Paul Hillyard

07703 346954

Cosham and Portsmouth - Capstan Club	Contact: Malcolm Childs

023 9225 7244

Fareham - Chatterbox Club	Contact: Kay Usher

01329 845521

Gosport - Banter Club	Contact: Geoff O’Neill

02393 113534

Isle of Wight - Compass Group	Contact: Peter Cattle

01983 524289

Totton - Waterside Friendship Circle

02380 862531

	Contact: Mike Taylor

Winchester, Basingstoke and Andover - Acorn Club	Contact: Neil Morse

01264 354303
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Bagshot Showroom: Long Acres Garden Centre, London Road, Bagshot,
Surrey GU19 5JB Open 10-4 Mon to Sun
Alton Showroom: The Avenue Display Showroom, Avenue Road,
Lasham, Alton GU34 5SA Open 10-4 Mon to Sun
Wallingford Showroom: Unit S9, Greenlands Farm, Cow Lane,
Moulsford, OX10 9JT Open 10-4 Mon to Sat
DH Watergardens: Wildmoor Lane, Sherfield On Loddon, RG27 0HL
Open 10 - 4 Mon - Sun
Hare Hatch Showroom: Ladd’s Garden Village, Bath Road, Hare Hatch, RG10 9SB
Open 10 - 4 Mon - Sun
Parking available at all showrooms

