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“I’m a very happy PGM”
... comes from my Facebook post at the end of a week
during which I visited three lodges – two unannounced and
commonly referred to as ninja visits, which is when I arrive
after the lodge is opened, and demand admission. The three
lodges I visited all worked exceptionally good ceremonies.
They had a supply of candidates awaiting initiation, one
lodge had five initiates in waiting and 13 joining members
proposed on the night. All their festive boards were great
fun. No wonder I ended my post with those words.

Great things are happening in this province, and indeed all provinces across the country. We are now into the year
when we celebrate the 300th Anniversary of Grand Lodge – a great milestone during which we can reflect on past
achievements, and look forward to the future. Celebrations have taken place both in this province and in London, these
will continue throughout the year and will unquestionably raise the profile of freemasonry in the community. Details of
this province’s future events are included on page 8.
Our special interest lodges have continued to generate considerable interest, the latest Spinnaker Lodge, is featured
on page 11. Shortly we will have a new Motorcyclists Lodge which will be consecrated on the 12th of May.
We supported the Isle of Wight Day by joining the parade through the streets of Newport in full regalia to the delight
and surprise of those lining the route. It was a great success and we have promised to support the event when they
repeat this year.
Our marketing team have been busy generating more interest in freemasonry and the benefits which our organisation
brings to the community. ‘Freemasonry for All’ is the slogan and it could not be more appropriate in today’s world.
These are exciting times for freemasons in this province, and across the constitution. Let us make the most of them.

2016 Festival “Roundup”
Some Facts

T

he total of £7,746,319 raised by the 2016
Hampshire and Isle of Wight Festival for the Royal
Masonic Trust for Girls and Boys is the largest sum
ever donated by any Province for any Festival.
 e raised almost a million pounds more than the 2005 Festival
W
for the Masonic Samaritan Fund with 3,000 less memberships,
and we did so with almost a year shorter appeal period.
Our own Provincial Grand Steward’s Lodge in donating
£231,545 raised more than any other single lodge has ever
achieved in any Festival.

During the Festival period, Hampshire and Isle of Wight lodges,
assisted in some cases by the Provincial Grand Charity
(Tom Langton Fund), continued to support non-masonic charities
by donating a further £1,474,795.
Overall during the 2016 Festival, Hampshire and Isle of Wight
freemasons raised and distributed a total of £9,221,114 to the
Royal Masonic Trust for Girls and Boys, and a large number of
non-masonic charities; and probably a lot more donations we’re
unaware of made by individual freemasons. A remarkable and
historic achievement which will take some beating.

Sources: Geoff Tuck and Barrie Hewitt

THE SECRET OF
LOOKING GOOD

Michael J. Wilks
Provincial Grand Master

At Masonic occasions when only immaculate
clothing will suffice, Slaters excel in providing the
perfect choice. Black jackets, vests, tailcoats and
striped trousers along with our lounge, business and
dinner suits options provide an exceptional range.
With our FREE ALTERATIONS SERVICE, we will
ensure the perfect fit. Formal Hire also available.
Now you know, why not call in?

@MichaelWilks2 - follow the Provincial Grand Master on Twitter
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Newport Cub Scouts
try out a new venue
T

he oldest Cub Scout Pack on the Isle of Wight,
the 1st Newport founded in 1908 and known as
‘The Old Guard’, recently visited and held their pack
evening at Albany Lodge in Newport, which is one
of the oldest Masonic Lodges on the Isle of Wight.

I

Main picture: Cubs being invested in the lodge room.
Inset: Adrian Cleightonhills giving a talk to the Cubs highlighting the similarity of
our organisations.

A fabulous holiday in
Bournemouth Local lodges entertain guests
D

They were well looked after by a small and dedicated committee
of brethren led by Ray Turner and entertained each evening by an
eclectic mix of supporting artists sponsored by local lodges.
They were also treated to four excursions throughout their
stay; a bright and sunny day trip to Weymouth, another to
Swanage with a ride on the steam railway, a cruise around Poole
harbour and finally a wonderful day out in the New Forest.
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From marching bands to the military, from freemasons to
scouts and brownies, and from Isle of Wight councillors to
carnival queens, there was something for everybody.

n the autumn a new annual event was launched by the High Sheriff of the Isle of Wight, Robin Courage, to
celebrate all that is great about the Isle of Wight.

They were welcomed by lodge member Jim Wollweber and a
uniformed scout leader with the group.
The Area Vice Chairman for the Island, Adrian Cleightonhills,
himself a former scout and a founder member of Pax Hill
Lodge, Hampshire and Isle of Wight’s scouting lodge based in
Eastleigh, kept the young cub scouts enthralled with a session
highlighting the similarities between scouting and freemasonry,
and the aims and history of both organisations.
This was followed by a lively game in the dining room before
the youngsters were given a tour of the building by Vernon
Gibbs, the lodge secretary. The highlight of the evening for three
young beavers being invested as cub scouts in the lodge room.

uring the summer months guests of the
Bournemouth Masonic Holiday rolled into town
and enjoyed a fabulous fortnight’s holiday at the
Mayfair Hotel.

Freemasonry goes on parade
for Isle of Wight Day

Before the parade the High Sheriff said: “I am passionate about
this Island and am very aware of its wonderful community of
talented and disparate souls. Like Red Nose Day or Children in
Need, Isle of Wight Day provides us all
with an opportunity to come together
on one day to celebrate all that is great
about this special place and to support
local causes.”
Supported by the Isle of Wight Council,
the then Leader of the Council, Francis
Bacon said: “Isle of Wight Day gives an
opportunity for all that is great about this
Island to be cherished and celebrated. It
will be in the calendar for many years to
come. I hope that it will really instil itself
in the culture of the place.”

The delegation of freemasons, which was about 30 strong,
was led by Provincial Grand Master, Mike Wilks and Assistant
Provincial Grand Master, Dave Perkis who paraded in full
masonic regalia through the streets of
Newport with the many others taking part.
The event was blessed with warm sunny
weather and the crowds along the route
clapped and cheered. It was also a point in
history for Island freemasons as it was the
first time in 103 years that they have worn
full masonic regalia in public procession.
The last occasion that masons paraded in
public was in 1913 when East Medina Lodge
celebrated its centenary and its members
marched in full regalia from Ryde Town Hall
to All Saints Church.

High Sheriff, Robin Courage chatting with Mike Wilks, PGM

The gala dinner at the end of the holiday was attended by
several senior members of the
province including Provincial
Grand Master, Mike Wilks, who
commented during his after dinner
speech that this initiative was
“freemasonry at its best”.
The next event will be the 40th
anniversary of the holiday venture
which coincides with the 300th
anniversary of the freemasonry as
we know it today.
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Extracts from the Provincial Grands Master’s address at the Special Meeting of Provincial Grand Lodge - February 2017

This year’s event is even more special. It is the Tercentenary Year
of Grand Lodge – A great milestone in the history
of Freemasonry. It is also the 250th anniversary of
the Province of Hampshire. Michael J Wilks
This is the seventh such meeting which I have
introduced to honour brethren who, for a
whole variety of reasons, are not recognised
in the normal course by the province.
Anniversaries are a great time to
reflect on the past. But there can be no
celebration unless one can be confident
of the future.
There is no doubt that the craft has
experienced many changes in its fortunes
over the centuries. As we entered the
20th century it was thriving and generally
recognised as a force for good in the
community. Men were proud to be
recognised as members. Things changed
dramatically during the last century
consequent upon persecution of the craft by
the Nazis and other similar organisations.
In this country, our members became
secretive about their membership and that had a profound effect on the craft.
An organisation previously accepted as a
force for good was treated with suspicion
by the authorities and by all those in society
who were not part of it.
If the craft was to have a future, it had to
change the public perception.
Shaking off the reputation of secrecy
was a monumental task, but I believe
that society as a whole now accepts
Freemasonry for what it is consequent upon
the programme of openness, coupled with
our charitable support.
Notwithstanding, for a period of 20 years
from 1990, the craft experienced a significant
decline which was unstainable and which if
continued would have resulted in the demise
of our organisation. In this country, over that
period, we lost one third of our members.
Extraordinarily it was still able to attract 8000
new members each year, but they were
leaving at an alarming and ever increasing
rate. Cleary, those joining were disappointed
with the experience.
We can look for reasons – what happened
during those twenty years.
Massive changes in society
Advances in technology has increased
the pace of life and paradoxically men
have less time for activities outside the
home and business environment. Time
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was precious and had to be well spent.
The craft did not respond to these
monumental changes, and as the pace
of change in society quickened, the craft
failed to react. It fell behind the society
of which it was part, and needed to be
proactive to catch up.
Moving towards a period of growth
In this province we began the necessary
changes 7 years ago. It has been a slow
but very rewarding process. We are seeing
growth in this province for the first time in a
generation and the craft itself is benefitting
with most provinces now turning the tide.
Exciting times for Freemasonry
There will be many opportunities for
lodges arising out of the Tercentenary
and no province is better placed to take
advantage of these opportunities than
Hampshire and Isle of Wight.
The majority of our lodges are seeing
growth and will benefit from this special
year. Regrettably, we still have lodges
struggling in the modern environment and
our area teams are working hard to assist,
and in some respects to change, the culture
of such lodges; and to ensure that members
understand the importance of moving
with the times, and taking advantage
of the many initiatives which have been
introduced. Fundamentally and above all
we are a caring organisation; everyone
who joins is special and should be looked
after. We must ensure that we live up to
the expectations of the millennial man, and
that he and his family are happy for him to
spend his time with us; and above all, that
he enjoys his freemasonry.

Newly promoted brethren with the PGM centre

Ensuring the right masonic experience
It is important that our lodges continue
to look at growth – not just initiations, but
monitoring, and taking steps to minimise
resignations and working double ceremonies
and ensuring the Masonic experience for all
members should be such that they want to
stay members. Lodges can work together
with other lodges in the same Centre or
Area – those with an influx of candidates can
share the work with lodges with a shortage
who will benefit from the involvement.
There are a number of issues here
relating to membership which are crucial
to our future. Each area and lodge has
officers dedicated to these issues, but it is
nonetheless the responsibility of all of us to
work together to continue to take our lodges
and the province forward.
I congratulate all those brethren whom I
have been privileged to honour this evening
These are “brethren whose love of the
craft is apparent in all that they do; and who
have continued to serve regardless of any
personal preferment, or indeed the hope or
expectation of such. It is this which makes
this Meeting so special and I am pleased to
pay tribute to these brethren.”
I thank these brethren for their contribution
to the province and I wish them well in the
coming years. I know that they will continue
to contribute and enjoy their Freemasonry –
but I make it clear that the honour is for what
they have done in the past and is not an
earnest of future performance.
For those brethren promoted as Visiting
Officers who have been recognised for their
work in that increasingly important role and I
wish them continuing success.

Photo: Dave Smith / shotbydave.co.uk

Local Freemasons
recognised in the
New Year’s Honours

T

wo members of King Alfred Lodge in Winchester, Philip Chapman
and Andi Parker have good cause to celebrate having been
recognised in the New Years Honours.

Phil, until recently a magistrate at Southampton for the last fifteen years,
was awarded a MBE for the work he had carried out preparing for the
digitisation of the judicial system.
This was a monumental change to the courts and tribunals service and
involved thousands of hours of voluntary work travelling the length and breadth
of the country whilst attending and sitting at top level board meetings with senior
judges and executives of the Courts and Tribunal Service.
Phil, who runs a family business converting cars for disabled people, said: “It’s really quite a
surprise. I’m not a geek but I have thoroughly enjoyed the work I’ve done and I would urge
anyone at all to go and sit and observe in a magistrate’s court – it’s fascinating.”
Andi, who recently became a member of the Professional Guild of Toastmasters, additionally
received the Queen’s Long Service Medal after serving the South Central Ambulance Service
as a paramedic with distinction for more than 20 years.
Alan Smith

www.lifelites.org

“...my special appeal”

“The dedication and commitment we’ve seen
from so many people has been very humbling”
Mike and Kay’s words after a recent visit to
Naomi House and Jacksplace.
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During 2017, the Tercentenary of Grand Lodge, I’m asking our
lodges to focus their charitable giving on local non-Masonic
Charities. As PGM I have a special appeal for Lifelites, a unique
masonically-inspired charity.

Lifelites donates and maintains specialist technology packages for terminally ill and
disabled children, and young people using hospice services across the British Isles.
Once every four years, Lifelites aims to return to each hospice with a brand new
package of the latest assistive technologies to help the young people there to play, to
be creative, to control something for themselves and communicate – irrespective of
their disabilities.
This year the charity will return to Naomi House and Jacksplace just outside
Winchester with a new package which will cost around £30,000, and the ongoing
technical and training support will add a further £20,000. Naomi House is a children’s
hospice in the heart of our Province providing an outstanding service for terminally
ill children and their families and it is fitting that our brethren cover the cost of the
Lifelites package.
The province has set up a Relief Chest for Lifelites to maximise the effect of our
giving – Relief Chest No. 0170 for Gift Aid envelopes.
Mike Wilks
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Celebrating the Tercentenary
of the First Grand Lodge...

Youth Cancer Trust receives
funds from Boscombe Masons

A

and the 250th Anniversary of the formation
of the Province of Hampshire

T

he plans for events being organised by this Province were completed in February. The first two events
have taken place – the Special Investiture on 3rd February and, on the 19th of March, the family
Thanksgiving Service at Winchester Cathedral, a very special evening in a beautiful building.
In May the online Hampshire and Isle of
Wight history book was published.
On the 9th of June a flying visit (quite
literally) from members of the Province
of Guernsey and Alderney to transfer the
South West Provinces (SWP) Tercentenary
Banner to our care.

JUNE

24

A Fabulous
Family Fun Day

The Family Fund Day on the 24th of June,
the very day of the Tercentenary, is a
fabulous opportunity to enjoy Marwell Zoo
at a greatly reduced cost with family and
friends; and to engage with local charities,
especially those focussing on children, and
other organisations your lodges support
on a regular basis. This is real opportunity
for us to demonstrate our commitment to
Freemasonry in the Community.

A number of lodges are already planning
to sponsor underprivileged children and
carers. It would be very special if all lodges
considered doing something similar. A
variety of additional entertainments have
been arranged and we will have exclusive
use of the park after it has closed to the
general public in the evening.
This is real opportunity for us to
demonstrate our commitment to
Freemasonry in the Community.
Our AGM on 5th July will have a
Tercentenary ‘feel’ and include a public
transfer of the SWP Banner from us to the
Province of Wilts hire.
The Provincial finale will be the Grand
Ball at the Grand Harbour hotel on the 9th
of September. This event was sold out
within 8 days of being advertised and will
be a glittering occasion.
Ian Preece

fter his wife died from cancer, a freemason and
his lodge raised more than £2,000 for the Youth
Cancer Trust. Mike Turner of Boscombe Lodge,
which meets in Bournemouth, presented a cheque
to charity representative Derek Smith. The sum was
raised by the lodge at various fundraising events in
memory of Mike’s late wife Gill.

Gill worked at Bethany House, the
retirement and sheltered housing
development in Bournemouth, and had
always been a keen supporter of the Youth
Cancer Trust. Mike said: “Youth Cancer
Trust is a charity that my wife supported
avidly and I know that the amount we
raised will be put to really good use.”
The charity provides support and free,
activity-based holidays for young people
aged 14 to 30 living with cancer or any
malignant disease, from anywhere in
the UK and Irish Republic or who are

patients in UK
hospitals. It owns
Tracy Ann House
in Bournemouth,
a small converted
hotel situated a
few minutes walk
Mike Turner (right) presenting a cheque to Derek Smith from Youth Cancer Trust.
from Alum Chine
and the beach. The
a games room with a pool table, table
house accommodates up to 8 youngsters
football, professional karaoke system,
each week from Monday to Friday. Tracy
gaming systems, a keyboard and guitars.
Ann House is decorated, furnished and
Naser Sharifi
carpeted to a high standard; there is

FABBS

As your trusted legal partner

ESTABLISHED 1887

Bespoke Legal Services

Grand Lodge Special Offer

This Very Special Price includes our Best Quality Full
Dress and Undress Aprons with matching Collars, a Past Rank
Jewel, Grand Lodge Case and delivery to any UK address.

Planning - Protection - Preservation

£500.00 (Inc. VAT at 20%)

Supreme Grand Chapter Special Offer
Apron, Sash, Collar, Past Rank Locket

£210.00 (Inc. VAT at 20%)

Set 1 Provincial or LGR

Provincial
or LGCR

Special Offer

Full Dress Apron Collar, Jewel & Case

£160.00 (Inc. VAT at 20%)

Set 2 Provincial or LGR

Special Offer

Full Dress and Undress Aprons,
Collars, Jewel & Case

£235.00 (Inc. VAT at 20%)

Special Offer

Apron & Sash,
Collarette,
(Inc. VAT at Past Rank Locket
& Breast Jewel
20%)

£150.00

ALL
LOOK ONLINE OR C
IAL OFFERS
US FOR OTHER SPEC

FOR ALL YOUR MASONIC SUPPLIES

QUALITY REGALIA MADE TO THE HIGHEST
STANDARDS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
Call and speak with one of our experts
1 The Barns, 1 Longham Farm Close, Ringwood Road,
Ferndown, Dorset. BH22 9DE
Tel:- 01202 571600 • Fax:- 01202 571779

Website: www.fabb.co.uk

Specialise in:
• Wills
• Lasting Powers
of Attourney
• Trusts
• Probate

Bespoke Legal Services
always use Private Practice Lawyers
to complete our reserved drafting.

Contact us Tel: 023 8043 4703 or 0780 390 3929
Email: tlacey@bespoke-ls.co.uk www.bespoke-ls.co.uk

And get the job done!

Email: fabb@fabb.co.uk
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North Central Charity Boxing
evening proves a knock-out
T

he Andover Keystone Club held a charity boxing
evening at the Andover Masonic Centre. The
two boxing clubs that took part were the Heart of
Portsmouth Boxing Club and Combined Counties.
There were a total of 10 bouts on the evening which ranged from
under 10s to under 18s. The occasion was a black tie dinner and
was supported by local businesses and their guests. The Royal
Welsh Fusiliers drum display team performed their routine in the
centre of the boxing ring to open the night’s event. There were
some great bouts as all the boxers were evenly matched in their
respective weight divisions.
The Heart of Portsmouth Boxing Club head coach and organiser
of the evening’s entertainment, Quinton Shillingford MBE is a
former Andover boxer, ABA Champion, England International,
and is now coaching the GB Boxing Team for the next Olympics.
Quinton and all the boxers that took part can be proud of their
achievements on the night, which helped the Keystone Club raise
£2000 on the night for charity.

Roger Smith (Keystone Club), Sarah Redhead (Countess of Brecknock),
and David Williams (Event Organiser)

The £2000 has been divided equally between the Countess of
Brecknock Hospice and the Heart of Portsmouth Boxing Club. The
success of the evening was down to the boxers, the guests, and
the local businesses and other sponsors that supported the event.

Spinnaker Lodge sets
sail and raises £500
for Ellen MacArthur
Cancer Trust
The donation from the new “Seamasons” goes towards helping young people diagnosed
with cancer and leukaemia rebuild their confidence after treatment and hospitalisation.
The money was raised during the consecration of the new Spinnaker Lodge. The
trust says that it gives youngsters the chance to try something new and exciting with
others who have experienced a smiliar journey, gaining new skills and having fun gives
them independence and peer support that can have a hugely positive impact on their
recovery. Receiving the donation, Frank Fletcher CEO of the trust says, “Your support
enables young people to dream, laugh, embrace and achieve. Thank you so much.”
Frank Milner, the inaugural Master of the lodge, hopes that the opportunity to
advance sailing skills will attract would-be and existing freemasons to join Spinnaker
Lodge. He makes the point, “We are working hard to bridge the gap between young,
trendy sailing guys and our traditional formalities”. 
Roger Maber

Alder Tree support deaf
children in Farnborough

Rose of Hampshire supports
non-masonic charities
W

ith their eyes firmly fixed on a number of worthy
charitable causes the Rose of Hampshire Lodge
at Farnborough rounded off its annual fund raising
with awards to six in particular.

In addition to donations of £515 to Phyllis Tuckwell Hospice
Care, £2000 to Great Ormond Street Hospital, £1000 to
Hampshire Air Ambulance and £500 to the Alzheimers Society,
Master Keith Bullingham, Charity Steward Paul Matthews and
Len Amos presented a cheque for more than £500 to Woodlarks
Campsite Trust. The trust runs a series of summer camps, run
on an entirely voluntary basis, at their site near Farnham for
disabled men, women and children. The money will be used
to fund a Christmas Grotto in 2017 for disabled children to
experience a magical Christmas wonderland, visit Santa and
receive a special gift tailored to their individual needs.
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Amery Lodge make
donation to Cardiac Rehab

Amery Lodge in Alton have donated £1,030 to Alton and
Basingstoke Cardiac Rehab.
The money was raised at through a raffle, horse racing
evening and auction at their ladies weekend at the Queens Hotel
in Bournemouth. Master Andy Brown and his wife Samantha
were keen to support a local charity that is important to many
people in the local community, and the cheque was gratefully
received by Elaine Ward and Denise Ellis from Cardiac Rehab at
a white table event. They stated that the funds will further help
to improve the heart health, fitness and well-being of individuals
with, or at risk of developing heart disease.
Andy Brown

With the assistance of the Hampshire and Isle of Wight
Provincial Grand Charity, well known as the Tom Langton
Fund, the members of Alder Tree Lodge in Farnborough
have donated a total of £1,400 to the North Hampshire Deaf
Children’s Society in the past year.
The presentation of the most recent donation of £800 took
place at the Farnborough Bowling Alley where the Society were
holding one of their activity outings for the children. Receiving
the cheque, Jo Goodhew, chairperson of the Society thanked
Alder Tree and the Tom Langton Fund for their generosity saying
that it meant so much to the children. Brian Lawrence, past
Master of the lodge and his wife, who presented the cheque
said: “to see all the children enjoying themselves at Farnborough
Bowls was a really great sight”.
Brian Lawrence
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A huge success!
Tercentenary service attracts
a big congregation including
many Civic Leaders

The Tercentenary thanksgiving service at Winchester Cathedral was
attended by over 900 freemasons along with their family and friends.
Amongst the congregation were HM Lord-Lieutenant of Hampshire,
Mr Nigel Atkinson and Major General Martin White CB CBE,
HM Lord-Lieutenant of the Isle of Wight, the High Sheriff of the
Isle of Wight, Mr Robin Courage, the Deputy Mayor of Winchester,
Councillor David McLen, and the Lord Mayor of Portsmouth,
Councillor David Fuller.
Making up the guest list of 50 invited VIPs were 14 Mayors from
around the Province and representatives from 15 charities who have
benefitted from support and donations made by our freemasons.
The Dean of Winchester, the Very Reverend Catherine Ogle, led the
service and the Reverend Dr John Railton gave an inspirational address.
At a reception prior to the cathedral service the Provincial Grand
Master, Mike Wilks addressed the VIPs and spoke about
the important role that freemasonry played in the community, not
just in the charitable sector, but also in upholding moral standards in
everyday life.

The hotel will donate £1 for every guest attending to
the Association of Friends of Zetland Court.
6 Course Banquet
Special Wine Offer – 4 bottles for £50
Evening Entertainment
A bottle of Bollinger champagne for your raffle
Overnight accommodation and breakfast for an
additional £34 per person
Phone now 01202 551983
info@themayfair.com
themayfair.com
Bath Road, Bournemouth BH1 2NW

Mayfair_£35 Masonic ad 132x184mm 2016.indd 1

M

aster Phil Burner of Southampton New Temple Lodge
recently presented a cheque for £386, raised in his
installation raffle, to Sally Hillyear of the Wessex Breast
Cancer Haven.
The Haven is based in Titchfield and offers free emotional, physical
and practical support to anyone affected by breast cancer, and
that includes men. They provide advice on practical things like
money and work, and healthy eating and exercise; and help
with combatting stress, exhaustion and nausea. Their trained
professional nurses, therapists, counsellors and advisers will
listen to individual concerns and give the practical, emotional
and physical support needed in a tailor-made package.
One time Daily Echo Picture Editor, Phil put his skills to
use by creating a not-for-profit website, www.photoaid.
co.uk, which aims to help charities and individuals to promote
their cause. Phil explained:, “Over the last few years, since
retirement, I have taken hundreds of pictures for local charities,
but I wanted to help a worthy cause dear to my heart.
Phil Burner
Photo: Phil taking a snap as he presents the cheque to Sally Hillyear from
The Wessex Breast Cancer Haven

PGM rides out
with the Widows’ Sons

A LADIES NIGHT
at the MAYFAIR HOTEL
BOURNEMOUTH for £35
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New Temple helps Wessex
Breast Cancer Haven

20/06/2016 08:58

A

t the height of the festive season, Provincial
Grand Master, Mike Wilks led the first of many
Wessex Group Toy Runs, which was organised by
the South East Chapter of the Widows’ Sons Masonic
Bikers Association (WSMBA).

The National Chapter of the WSMBA was established in
Nottingham in 2004. By late 2007 there were members hailing
from Essex, London, Kent and Sussex. These members eventually
got together and, as there was enough interest to arrange a group
to cover the area, the decision to create a South East Chapter was
taken and its Charter was awarded in April 2008.
Members of WSMBA can seen across the country raising
money for many charitable causes in their own right, and
supporting other motorcycling groups who are also thinking
of others. Village and town events have also benefited and the
masonic bikers have helped to make the community become
more aware of what freemasonry does for everyone.
Being himself an honorary member, the PGM was delighted to
support and take part in the 10 motorcycle ride-out, with a van
packed with toys, from the Chandlers Ford Masonic Centre to

Southampton where they presented over 400 toys in Millbrook.
They also made a very generous donation of £1,300 towards
the Southampton City and Region Action to Combat Hardship.
SCRATCH as it more generally known provide services which relieve
the effects of hardship, disadvantage and poverty on individuals and
families living in Southampton and the surrounding area.
Our congratulations go out to the SE Chapter of the WSMBA on
this splendid initiative which was made possible by the generosity
of freemasons and local stores.
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Hayling Island
freemason in the
news again
B

ack in Issue 6 we reported on Royal Navy explosives expert and
Hayling Island freemason, Lieutenant Commander Alan Nekrews when
he received the Queen’s Gallantry Medal from Her Majesty The Queen for
actions whilst in the notorious Helmand Province in Afghanistan.
Most recently he has been in command of the Southern Diving
Group which consists of two units, one based in Plymouth and
one in Portsmouth. These units are familiar sights to the public in
the South East and West of England with their blue-light vehicles
covering over 1,400 miles of coastline providing military diving
and explosive ordnance disposal aid.
Originally from the North West of England, Al has now
relinquished his command and moved on to his next challenge in
life, but is still very much part of the military’s response to terrorist
explosives. Still an active member of Hayling Island Lodge, whilst
in his previous appointment, he continued his progression and
became Master in 2014.
Al joined the Royal Navy in 1989 as a rating at age 16 and
started life as an air engineer attached to naval air squadrons.
Having qualified as a physical trainer, he served in the Northern

Arabian Gulf, conducting armed boarding operations. In 2002 he
became an officer and was awarded the Queen‘s Sword as top
student of his year at Britannia Royal Naval College at Dartmouth.
In 2006 he attended the Mine Warfare and Clearance Diving
Officer course and again emerged as top student. From there he
was deployed to the Middle East for operations clearing mines in
the Northern Arabian Gulf.
Taking over as officer in charge of Southern Diving Unit 2 in
Portsmouth where he further qualified in improvised explosive
device disposal and led the tactical planning for the protection
of the London Olympics. In 2013 he was appointed as the first
Royal Navy officer to be the lead in Explosive Ordnance Disposal
Technical Intelligence, a post previously always filled by Army
officers. An active freemason in every sense of the word!
Ken Day

Building great friendships · Making a difference

New recruitment
campaign launched

T

he PGM endorses the province’s new recruitment campaign,
emphasising, “It is important that our lodges continue to look at growth”.

Last year saw the formation of the
marketing committee made up with a team
of industry professionals headed by Frank
Milner, the Provincial Grand Secretary. By
request of the Provincial Grand Master,
the main item on the agenda for their first
meeting was recruitment.
Remembering a conversation had with a
new mason while visiting a lodge in Andover,
Roger Maber one the marketing team
members and Editor of Insight, took the lead
on this initiative. Joining that evening, this
new mason had previously been in the Royal
Navy but on leaving the service, later he then
joined the Royal Air Force.
Unfortunately on a helicopter mission
in the Middle East he was involved

in a incident which left him injured and
subsequently invalided out. He made
the point of missing the comradeship of
service life, and that from what he knew
of freemasonry, joining a lodge would be
a very good way of rekindling that sense
comradeship or perhaps what we call
brotherly love.
This conversation gave Roger Maber a
thought, and he set about asking others
why they had joined freemasonry and
what they enjoy about being part of it.
From everyone the answers were very
much the same, speaking of great and
enduring friendships made, a unique
opportunity to meet people from different
walks of life. One freemason saying,
“where else could I find myself
sat with a high court judge on
one side and a taxi driver on
Hampshire & Isle of Wight Freemasonry

the other”. Others saying how they get
out and about meeting really interesting
people, a young freemason remarked, “It
gives me confidence in life”.
It became clear to the marketing team that
overall, whilst freemasons really enjoy helping
and supporting good causes, they delight in
the new and great friendships made.
The new campaign based on “Why
I became a Freemason”, answers this
question, and they feature on a variety
posters, promotional literature and our
website which follows the theme through.
www.hampshirefreemasonry.com
What do you enjoy about Freemasonry?
The Editor would love to know, contact
him at insight@hiowmasons.org or why
not help us start a Facebook and Twitter
campaign posting your picture and why
you became a Freemason.
Roger Maber
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Why I became a Freemason...

“It’s good to be part of
a close team of friends”

Graham Jickells, Ex-Submariner

Freemason, Gosport

Joint support for Alton Manor Care
F

Hampshire & Isle of Wight Freemasonry

reemasons from Portsmouth Lodge in Fareham and Forest of Bere Lodge in Havant presented the Alton
Manor Care Home in Portsmouth with a cheque for £300 to help sponsor a three mile sky dive by Alton
Care staff member Moira McCallion to raise money to provide more home comforts for the residents.

Centre in the wheel chair: John Mason
Left to right: Barry Filler, DC Portsmouth Lodge; Graham Lant, Sec Forest of Bere Lodge;
Elaine Herridge, Home Manager; Moira McCallion holding the cheque and her certificate
for the sky dive; Malcolm Stevens, Almoner Portsmouth Lodge; Peter Rowles, Master
Forest of Bere Lodge

“Gives me
confidence in life”

www.hampshirefreemasonry.com
Facebook.com/HampshireMasons

masonic posters 3.indd 1

@HantsMason on Twitter

20/02/2017 12:46

Tom Harrington-Vogt,
4th Year Medical Student

Freemason, Southampton University

“I make
new friends
from different
backgrounds”

Building great friendships · Making a difference

www.hampshirefreemasonry.com
Facebook.com/HampshireMasons

masonic posters 3.indd 2

Richard Saleh, Software Engineer
Freemason, Cosham
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Photos: mattmaber.com

As subsequently happened Moira raised a total of £800 which of
course has been well applied. The home is of particular interest to
them as former Tyler of both lodges, John Mason, is a resident there.
Alton Manor provides specialist elderly care in a warm and friendly
atmosphere. The home is registered for thirty-four residents and all
bedrooms have en-suite bathrooms. It also has its own landscaped
gardens, including a patio area and outdoor furniture. The scenic
surrounding provides the perfect setting to achieve a high quality of
care of the elderly.
Malcolm Stevens

Insight
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had such a son.

How it started and
where it went
by George Mars,
Provincial Orator

C

hange is inevitable and was none more so than that faced by society
during that great period of the Age of the Enlightenment between
the years 1650 to the mid 1800’s when freemasonry, as we know it,
developed. Born from the speculative lodges of earlier times, men of
intellect sought to bring freedom of expression and thought to a world
hindered by religious dogma and superstition by developing scientific and
cultural thinking, and thus bringing change to the world at large.

Change is inevitable and was none more
so than that faced by society during
that great period of the Age of the
Enlightenment between the years 1650
to the mid 1800’s when freemasonry,
as we know it, developed. Born from
the speculative lodges of earlier times,
men of intellect sought to bring freedom
of expression and thought to a world
hindered by religious dogma and
superstition by developing scientific
and cultural thinking, and thus bringing
change to the world at large.
Organisations such as the Royal
Society and Freemasonry provided
the vehicle in which men of standing
could meet as equals without recourse
to political, scientific or religious
constraints. Freemasonry, formed by
such men from the operative lodges,
had by the beginning of the eighteenth
century created a predominance of
purely speculative lodges in the south of
England, with operative and mixed lodges
still in the majority in the north of England
and in Scotland.
At this time, the Grand Lodge of
England was limited to a small number of
masonic lodges within the City of London
with its initial founders meeting as a
Grand Lodge at the Apple Tree Tavern in
Covent Garden with a second meeting
convened at the Goose and Gridiron in
St Pauls Churchyard on 24th June 1717.
This being the first Grand Lodge created.
However, in 1751 a group of Irish
freemasons in London formed a rival
Grand Lodge, claiming that the existing

16

Grand Lodge had departed from the old
ways of practicing their ritual, whereas
their lodges were working according to
the ‘Old Institutions’ granted by Prince
Edwin at York in the year AD 926. They
styled themselves Ancients with the
first Grand Lodge being viewed as the
Moderns. Needless to say, neither Grand
Lodge recognised each other as ‘regular’
freemasons.
However, by 1813, these two Grand
Lodges settled their differences and
combined to form the United Grand
Lodge of England. It is thus that the
United Grand Lodge of England as we
know it dates back to the founding of
the first Grand Lodge in June 1717. It
is from this date that we celebrate our
Tercentenary in 2017.
The authority of the United Grand Lodge
of England therefore spread across the
country. However, with the problems of
travel and communications in those far
off days and for efficient regulation and
administration of the Craft, the first Grand
Lodge had previously found it necessary
to establish local representation, which led
to the appointment of the first Provincial
Grand Master in 1725, under the original
Grand Lodge, in this case for the county of
Cheshire. This initiative continued with the
United Grand Lodge of England.
Provincial masonry therefore developed
throughout the rest of the eighteenth
century with the Masonic Province of
Hampshire having come into being on
28th February 1767, under the auspices
of the first Grand Lodge, with the

Dunckerley was initiated on January
10th 1754 at the age of 29 into a lodge
meeting at the Three Tuns Tavern in
Portsmouth, later known as the Lodge of
Antiquity; he also took an active role in a
number of lodges becoming Master of a
lodge in Plymouth in 1756. It is because of
his military service and knowledge of men
of high rank, and his skills within the Craft,
that led him to be appointed as the first
Provincial Grand Master of the Province
of Hampshire on 28th February 1767.
Dunckerley certainly led a most interesting
masonic life rising to the rank of Senior
Grand Warden in the Grand Lodge in 1786.
The first lodge actually constituted
by Dunckerley was the New Inn Lodge
at Christchurch in 1770, now known as
Lodge of Hengist, which still meets to
this day. Dunckerley was succeeded by
the Lord Charles Montagu who became

appointment of its first Provincial Grand
Master, Thomas Dunckerley. It is by this
appointment that we have already reached
the 250th birthday of the Province.
Thomas Dunckerley is well known as a
most “remarkable freemason”. Born on
23rd October 1724 from, it is said, a liaison
between his mother Mary Dunckerley and
the Prince of Wales, later King George II
and therefore the King’s illegitimate son.
At the age of ten Dunckerley entered the
Navy and continued in naval service for
26 years, acquiring by his intelligence and
uniformly good conduct, the esteem and
commendation of all his commanders. But
having no personal or family connections,
he attained no higher rank than that of
Gunner. However, it must be noted that
such a rank in those days held considerable
responsibility on a man-of-war.
Dunckerley spent many years on foreign
service, not returning to England until after
the Siege of Quebec in 1760 when, at that
time, he learnt of his mother’s death and
that on her death-bed she had made a
solemn declaration, accompanied by such
details as left no possible doubt of its
truth, that Thomas was the illegitimate son
of King George II, born while the King was
still Prince of Wales. This fact of the birth,
however, had never been communicated
by her to the Prince and thereby King
George II died without knowing that he

Celebrating 300 Years
of Freemasonry

the Provincial Grand Master in 1776, and
then later by Captain Michael Pascal RN
in 1784; when in 1786 Dunckerley once
again took charge as Provincial Grand
Master continuing until his death in 1795.
It is interesting to note that, in the
Grand Officers List for 1795 at the
time of Dunckerley’s death, he was the
Provincial Grand Master for Dorset,
Essex, Gloucester, Hereford, Somerset,
Southampton, the City and County of
Bristol, and the Isle of Wight.
At its outset in 1767, the Province of
Hampshire consisted of eight masonic
lodges of which only one, Ringwood is still
working today as Lodge of Unity, which still
meets in Ringwood in the Unity Hall. The
remaining seven lodges were formed in and
around Portsmouth between 1724 and 1764.
Our modern combined masonic province
will celebrate its formation in 2019 and
no doubt this will be a cause for further

Tercentenary
and Souvenir
Brochure

celebration. Interestingly, for many years
there has been some doubt as to whether
the correct title of our modern province
should contain the word ‘the’ before Isle
of Wight. However, the official usage is
the Patent of Appointment of the first
Provincial Grand Master in which the Right
Honourable William Wither Bramston Beach
was styled as Provincial Grand Master for
Hampshire and the Isle of Wight. However,
in these modern times it has become the
custom not to use the word ‘the’ but merely
Hampshire and Isle of Wight.
Our modern province has advanced
considerably from those days with
252 lodges at present and some 9,000
brethren meeting across the province.
Technology now plays a vital role in
communications between brethren,
creating a portal for non-masons to obtain
a better understanding of freemasonry;
long may this continue.

T

he United Grand Lodge of England is preparing
a special brochure to celebrate the Tercentenary
for use as a souvenir programme at the Royal Albert
Hall, and a special edition of Freemasonry Today is
being considered for March 2018.
Our Province will ensure there is a professional photographer
from within our ranks covering all our main events. We hope
this Province’s own Tercentenary activities will be included in
the Souvenir Brochure which will also contain details of the
programme for the Royal Albert Hall evening.
Ian Preece, the Provincial Grand Director of Ceremonies, who
is heading up the Tercentenary events and celebrations for the
Province emphasises, “This is an exciting year packed with
once in a lifetime events. Make the most of them”.
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Masons raise money for blood
cancer charity

FOR ALL YOUR ENTERTAINMENT NEEDS

T

he blood cancer charity Leaf has received
a donation of £580 from New Forest
freemasons. Wimborne-based Leaf was founded
by Natasha Hunt after she was diagnosed with
leukaemia just three weeks after giving birth to her
second son.

ALL SOCIAL AND CHARITY EVENTS

MASTER OF CEREMONIES

HOSTED QUIZ NIGHTS

After six months of chemotherapy and being kept in isolation
for most of that time, she was determined to do something
positive. So she set up the charity that supports blood cancer
patients and their families across Dorset and Hampshire.
The New Forest Lodge of freemasons, which meets in
Lymington, wanted to support a local charity and heard about
Natasha’s story. Master, Ron Britchfield, handed over the
cheque to Natasha when she visited. Lodge member Andy
Wort said: “We were keen to support a local charity and I was
told by a friend about Leaf. It does wonderful work helping
people with blood cancer and Natasha’s story is inspiring. We
were delighted to meet Natasha and hand over the cheque –
and also learn more about blood cancers.”

COMPLETE ENTERTAINMENT PACKAGES

PHOTO BOOTHS WITH PROPS

DISCO’S WITH DJ AND COMPERE

LADIES NIGHTS

Andover Freemasons
assist local heart charity

A total of £1,330 was donated to the Friends of Andover Cardiac
Rehabilitation (FACR) charity by Ariel Lodge and Anton Lodge,
assisted by the Provincial Grand Charity.
The objective of the “Friends” is to assist the team at
Andover Hospital working with and supporting some 130
cardio patients per year. Individuals recovering from cardiac
interventions or surgery usually undergo an 8-week course.
The charity’s focus is the on-going provision of equipment
which is not provided by the NHS is so extensively used during
activities at the ACR, including: heart rate and blood pressure
monitors, pedometers and in-class exercise equipment, such
as cross-trainers and exercise bikes.

The cheques were presented to Stewart Burgess, Chairman of
FACR, by Danny Waite and Nick Francis, current masters of Ariel and
Anton Lodges, and Stuart Lumsden, Charity Steward of Anton Lodge.
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Provincial Clubs

Brockenhurst raise
money for Waterside
Cancer Support Centre
Freemasons from Brockenhurst Lodge headed by Master Adrian
Warr presented cheques totalling £1,000 to June Richens at the
Wessex Cancer Trust’s Waterside Cancer Support Centre in
Hythe. This donation was in addition to the magnificent total of
£2,750 raised through a sponsored bike ride from Lands’ End
to Calshot. The group included Brockenhurst members Philip
Williams and John Mantle, who covered 340 miles and visited all
lifeboat stations along South Coast.
Every year around 23,000 people are diagnosed with cancer
within the Wessex region. A diagnosis can be a shock and
have a huge impact on an entire family. Wessex Cancer Trust
helps and supports anyone affected by a cancer diagnosis,
regardless of age, sex or type of cancer during diagnosis,
treatment, recovery, remission or end of life. Their dedicated
team are committed to offering free support for as long as
people need it, away from a hospital environment.

Insight

Around the Province of Hampshire and Isle of Wight we have many clubs to
help bring together our extended family of members and lodge widows.
To find details of events near you, please contact your nearest club.
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Aldershot and Farnborough - Concord Club	Contact: Alan Babister
Alton, Bordon and Petersfield - Watercress Club 	Contact: Peter James

01730 893328

Botley and Woolston - Rendezvous Club	Contact: Gino Fanti

01489 783612

Bournemouth - Knole Club	Contact: Ken Iball

01202 890241

Chandlers Ford - Amity Club	Contact: Paul Hillyard

07703 346954

Cosham and Portsmouth - Capstan Club	Contact: Malcolm Childs

023 9267 9094

Fareham - Chatterbox Club	Contact: Kay Usher

01329 845521

Gosport - Banter Club	Contact: Geoff O’Neill

023 9235 8974

Isle of Wight - Compass Group	Contact: Chris Thomas

01983 840278

Totton - Waterside Friendship Circle

02380 862531

	Contact: Mike Taylor

Winchester, Basingstoke and Andover - Acorn Club	Contact: Neil Morse

01264 354303

19

Local and family run
Care & Nursing Homes
across the South

Beautiful conservatory
for patients and guests to
enjoy at Lavender House.

Recently refurbished St. John’s Nursing Home

Caring for you and your loved ones
is second nature to us.
R & E Kitchen Care

Wessex Offices, St. Johns Nursing Home, Rownhams Lane,
Rownhams, Southampton, Hampshire SO16 8AR
Tel: 023

8074 0034 • Fax: 0844 504 7587
www.carehomes.gb.com

