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Welcome to Issue 3!
I

interest to masons and nonmasons alike. The UGLE is the
governing body of Freemasonry in
England and Wales (plus a number
of districts overseas) and has a
membership of over 250,000. Also
included is a feature on the Deputy
Provincial Grand Master; and an
Insight into our Amity Circles. It
also focuses on the assistance
which we in this Province provide
for our local communities – many
are aware of Masonic charitable
giving but charity is not only
about money.
The assistance
provided to the Jubilee Sailing
Trust in assisting with the setting up and dismantling of
their Pumpkin Festival was the start of what I hope will be a
long lasting and beneficial relationship with the Trust; and
which we will extend to other areas of the community where
there is a need.
Michael J Wilks

start by paying tribute to our former
Editor Alan Babister who has retired
from Insight. Alan took over as Editor
of the Provincial newsheet, News and
Views, in 2006 and was responsible
for 10 editions prior to our decision to
change the publication from an information sheet for keen members of the
Craft, to a publication of interest to
masons, their families and friends, and
non-masons. And so it was that Insight
was born in the Spring of 2011. I was
delighted with Alan’s production which
was entirely in accord with the brief
which he had been given, and the feed
back which we have received is testament to the quality of the publications which he produced.
We are sad to see Alan go; but we welcome the new Editor
Peter Martin who will I am sure continue the good work
which Alan has started.
This 3rd Issue contains a Press Release issued by United
Grand Lodge of England (UGLE) which will be of considerable

Provincial Grand Master

Insight into Insight

In his place we welcome Peter Martin,
a Bournemouth mason and IT expert
in his own right. No newcomer to
Insight having served as a reporter,
Peter’s baptism of fire was accelerated
by the fast advancing deadline on this
issue. As always the success of the
magazine is very much in the hands
of those generating the material for
publication and of course for the
select band of photographers who
willingly give their time to provide
the images to enhance the stories.

A

fter
what
seems
a
l i f e t i m e
working on News and
Views since transformed into Insight,
our very hardworking
Editor, Alan Babister,
has stood down. His
retirement from this
front line and very
public activity was marked by his investiture by the Provincial
Grand Master as a Past Provincial Senior Grand Warden at the
special meeting of Provincial Grand Lodge held at the Novotel
in Southampton. In the many years that Alan has served the
Province in this way, he has selflessly dedicated countless
hours out and about seeking material and photographs for
the magazine, and even more in front of his computer knocking it all into shape for the printer and distributor. His contribution has been vast and we in the Province owe him a large
vote of thanks. Without his wholehearted support, News and
Views and now Insight just would not have happened.
Alan Babister

Peter Martin

Also part of the Insight production team are Ken Day (Coordinator and Chief Reporter), David Laurence (Advertising
Manager) and Roy Quin (Database Manager). The considerable
challenge on advertising is to help balance the outlay on
printing and distribution, and keep the Provincial subsidy as
low as possible. Maintaining the ever-expanding database is
a huge task and a vital one if we are to ensure everyone gets
their copy in good time.

PLEASE NOTE THE EMAIL ADDRESS REMAINS
insight@hiowmasons.org.uk

CORRECTION TO ISSUE 2 - Charity at its Peak Report - In the second issue of Insight, it was reported that a team of Masons
from Loddon Lodge completed a Three peaks Challenge. The Challenge was in fact taken up by Masons and their wives from
various Lodges at the Basingstoke Centre. Our sincere appologies to all those who took part and congratulations again.
Cover Photo of Freemasons’ Hall, Great Queen Street, London. Reproduced with permission of UGLE.
Published by the Provincial Grand Lodge of Hampshire and Isle of Wight
85 Winchester Road, Chandlers Ford, Eastleigh, Hants SO53 2GG
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INDEPENDENT REPORT

“The Future of Freemasonry” Report

T

he United Grand Lodge of England have published a
groundbreaking, independently commissioned report
that sheds new light on Freemasonry, its role in society
and its relevance today.
“The Future of Freemasonry” report is the first ever
independent study conducted by a non-Masonic body, and
was commissioned as part of the build-up to the United
Grand Lodge of England’s tercentenary in 2017.
Produced by the highly respected Social Issues Research
Centre (SIRC) in Oxford, the report suggests that, contrary
to some misleading commentary, Freemasonry actually
demonstrates genuine openness and transparency and it
concludes that it is arguably more relevant today than ever
before.

V.W.Bro. Nigel Brown, Grand Secretary
misconception that “it’s not for people like me”. Freemasonry
is actually open to all men regardless of race, colour, religion,
political views or social or economic standing.

In particular, the report highlights that Freemasonry acts as
a ‘constant’, providing members with a unique combination
of friendship, belonging and structure, with many Masons
saying they have made valuable lifelong friendships.

- More than a third (37%) of all respondents said that, if
they met someone they knew to be a Freemason, they
would be hesitant to raise the subject with them, while a
further 20% would definitely say nothing, wrongly believing
Masons are not allowed to talk about their membership. (In
reality, members are actively encouraged to talk about the
organisation and the important contribution it makes to
society.

The report also highlights the importance that Freemasonry
places on charitable giving, the part that many Freemasons
play in their local communities and the central role of the
family. As well as instilling in its members a moral and
ethical approach to life – including thoughtfulness for
others, kindness in the community, honesty in business,
courtesy in society and fairness in all things – Freemasons
are the largest charitable givers after the National Lottery,
and also make major contributions to international disaster
relief funds.

Nigel Brown, pictured above, who has been the Grand
Secretary of the United Grand Lodge of England since 2007
and is leading the plans for the tercentenary celebrations,
says: “The results of the research are encouraging, though
we clearly still have some way to go to change people’s
perceptions. This is just one step in our ongoing efforts to
demonstrate our openness and transparency, and to inform
people about the role we play in society.

The role of ritual is shown to be an important part of
Freemasonry for many members, with the report concluding
that it provides both structure and familiarity, in just the
same way as the normal rituals of daily life do for many
people.

“The tercentenary is a significant milestone for Freemasonry
and while we’re keen to celebrate our first three hundred
years, it’s also crucial that we look forward to ensure that we
remain relevant and continue to grow our membership over
the next three hundred.”

Alongside the report, the United Grand Lodge of England
also commissioned a quantitative survey among nonMasons, which revealed a significant level of interest in the
organisation.

Peter Marsh, Co-director of SIRC, said: “The Future of
Freemasonry” provides an insightful commentary, not just
on the organisation, but also on modern society. Despite the
many changes taking place – or perhaps because of them –
our desire to be part of something and to help other people
is undimmed. It’s here that Freemasonry has an important
part to play.”

Key findings include:
- While half of those questioned said they did not know what
Freemasonry is all about, more than one in three (35%) were
aware of its charitable role.
- Nearly half (49%) wanted to know more about Freemasonry,
while a quarter of male respondents (26%) would consider
joining. Of these, 68% were attracted to the idea of belonging
to a group and making new friends and 58% would like to do
more in the community.

Nigel Brown concluded: “This report will form an important
part of our discussions as to how best to ensure that
Freemasonry continues to evolve and adapt to meet the needs
of its members and also of wider society, while at the same
time retaining the distinctive character and intrinsic values
that have attracted members for centuries and continue to
appeal to people today.”

- Of those men who would not consider becoming a
Mason, the single biggest response (given by 40%) was the

Our Provincial Grand Master recommends the report to ALL and comments “This is a welcome initiative by Grand Lodge and
fits in perfectly with our Provincial Freemasonry in the Community Project”. The full transcipt of the 40 page report can be
downloaded or viewed on line at www.ugle.org.uk/news-events-page-future-of-freemasony/
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AMITY CLUBS

‘Keeping in Touch’ initiative

I

n December we joined members
of the Aldershot and Farnborough
social and amity Concord Club in
Farnborough Masonic Centre for their
Christmas lunch. The Concord Club was
started in November 2009 and goes
from strength to strength with a regular
attendance at their monthly meetings
and the support of a team of willing
volunteers. We spoke to many of the
widows and learned how important the
club is to them and it is for the ladies
to be able to maintain a link with their
husbands’ lodge, which in many cases
had been a major part of their lives
together, and meet old and make new
friends. They all said they would appreciate being kept in touch with what is
going on in Freemasonry today and
would like to receive regular updates.
Contacts :
Aldershot and Farnborough
Botley and Woolston
Bournemouth
Chandlers Ford
Cosham and Portsmouth
Fareham
Gosport
Isle of Wight
Winchester, Basingstoke and Andover
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Another good example of what is
going on across the province is the
Bournemouth Knole Club which was
formed in 2000 and meets at intervals
throughout the year for the social benefit
of current, semi-retired and retired
masons and their wives or partners,
and the widows of former masons so
that they are not forgotten. They have
arranged coffee mornings, luncheons,
coach outings, weekend trips and have
an annual Christmas Party. Since the
first of these social occasions, a coffee
morning held at the Miramar Hotel, the
membership has prospered and is now
over 130 of which over 30, are widows
and widowers.

Amity Clubs are an important part of
the Grand Lodge “Keeping in Touch”
initiative and it is hoped in time to open
more clubs across the Province. There
are no geographic boundaries and you
will be welcome at whichever club is
most convenient for you to attend.
It is planned to expand into other areas
as the need arises, however the success
of the amity clubs depends as ever on
the volunteers to run them, and help is
needed with a variety of tasks including
transport and general organisation.
If you would like to join one of these
clubs or volunteer to help, ladies and
gentlemen are both needed, please get
in touch with your local club contact.
John and Janet Harvey

Contact:
Contact:
Contact:
Contact:
Contact:
Contact:
Contact:
Contact:
Contact:

Alan Babister
Gino Fanti
Ken Iball
Paul Hillyard
Malcolm Childs
Kay Usher
Geoff O’Neill
Chris Thomas
Neil Morse
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01252 683113
01489 783612
01202 890241
07703 346954
023 9267 9094
01329 845521
023 9235 8974
01983 840278
01264 354303
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FREEMASONRY IN THE COMMUNITY

W

ith an increasing number of
Open Days now in the calendar,
it is a good time to reflect on
those events which have already been
held, and look forward to those that
have yet to happen. The fact that they
have been successful can be measured
by the clear enthusiasm and enjoyment
of those running them, and the positive
responses we have had from the
public who visited the various masonic
centres. It is particularly satisfying that
many of these events are supported by
either the Freemasonry in the Community Trailer or its gazebo-styled smaller
and lightweight alternative. Because of
their more general nature, both of these
exhibition units have allowed organisers to concentrate more on information
specific to the area and centre.
The Bournemouth Knole Road centre
are no strangers to opening their
doors and performed their annual
presentation of cheques to local
charities and worthwhile causes in June.
Amongst the guests were the Provincial
and Deputy Grand Masters and their
wives, and the Mayor and Mayoress of
Bournemouth.
The Phoenix Rooms in Portsmouth are
also very familiar with opening their
centre to the public and held two such
days during 2011. On one occasion
the visitors included members of
the Portsmouth Historical Society
who were fascinated by the records
available on the history of the building.
This was followed by a further event
in September when the centre joined
in the local English Heritage week.

Since then the centre
organisers have been
asked to participate
in an exhibition at the
Portsmouth library for
which preparations are
being made.
The Botley Centre new
to Open Days ran theirs
in July. As an added
attraction a fashion
show was put on by
Davina’s Fashions of
Fareham with Davina
The Mayor of Southampton at the Southampton
herself and some of
Masonic Centre Open Day
her models treating
the audience to a real
with the organising committee. Local
catwalk experience and
exhibition of a wide range of fashionable historian Genevieve Bailey was on hand
clothes for all occasions, from the with many interesting facts about the
smart casual everyday wear to that all- building and its historical background.
important wedding and garden party
look. In the afternoon, the Botley and What future plans do we have? Well
Woolston Rendezvous Circle attended Aldershot is planning to be open
a matinee performance of Guys and during the Diamond Jubilee Victoria
Dolls by the Hedge End Performing Arts Day celebrations and again later.
Company at the Berry Theatre, which Other centres such as Andover, Botley,
was followed by a dinner at the centre Chandlers Ford, Fareham, Farnborough,
at which cheques totalling £1000 were Gosport, Newport, Portsmouth and
Ryde are also planning to open up in
presented to the Company.
support of local community celebrations
Just one week before Christmas the and heritage days and there are more
Southampton Masonic Centre opened in the pipeline. Chandlers Ford will
its doors to the public offering visitors also be giving an informative series
mince pies and coffee as well as tours of of presentations on different masonic
the building. The centre was also pleased topics. So keep an eye open for what
to welcome the Mayor of Southampton is going on in your area particularly
(pictured), who spent a leisurely hour as spring and summer unfold. We
at the centre admiring the lodge rooms guarantee you won’t be disappointed.
Bob Collins
and generally having a good natter

A

s well as a wealth of information on freemasonry, www.hampshirefreemasonry.com
has all the latest news and dates of the new season of promoting Freemasonry in
the Community. The team will be busier than ever with this year’s varied programme
of events covering an even wider spectrum of public interest. They include several piazza
“meet and greet” events at Portsmouth, Southampton and Winchester, and Christchurch
where the South Atlantic Medal Association will be gathering. The exhibition units will also
be present at the New Forest Show at Brockenhurst, and Alresford, Romsey and Curdridge
Shows, all of which offer great days of entertainment, and of course a number of the
Masonic Open Days.

2012 being the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Year there are Beacon lighting events across
the country and we will be covering these events at Lepe Country Park in the New Forest,
Butser Hill near Petersfield, the Aldershot Ski Slope and on the Isle of Wight. We will also
be attending Victoria
Day at Aldershot
and the largest free
aviation event in the UK, the Bournemouth Air Festival.
Towards the end of the year we will be once again
assisting the now very successful Pumpkin Festival at
the Royal Victoria Country Park in Southampton and the
traditional Christmas Market at Eastleigh. All this on the
mainland and many other events on the Isle of Wight
such as the Old Gaffers Sailing Show at Yarmouth.
Peter Jones

www.hampshirefreemasonry.com
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DEPUTY PROVINCIAL GRAND MASTER

G

raham Williams has been a
local man all his life. Married
to Ann, they have two children,
Russell a London solicitor and Ruth
a recruitment consultant, and two
grandchildren, Jacob and Savannah.
Born, raised, and educated in Portsmouth, Graham worked in the family
haulage and building supply business
for many years. “Hard graft”, according to Graham, “from very early in
the morning until sometimes late in the evening six days
a week, Ann as well, as we were both involved in running
the company”. Having done their time in the family business
they set up a small company letting residential properties.

a founder of Tudor Rose Lodge in Portsmouth. Appointed
Provincial Steward in 1991 he took the chair in the Hampshire
and Isle of Wight Provincial Grand Stewards Lodge in 1996
and went on to become Provincial Senior Warden two years
later and the Cosham Group Representative soon after that.
Perhaps not totally surprisingly, Graham was awarded Grand
Rank in 2001 and became Assistant Provincial Grand Master
in 2005. Since then he has gained further promotions and
taken on the very important job of Deputy to the Provincial
Grand Master.
In addition to his many routine visits to lodges year on
year and attendances at events elsewhere representing
the Provincial Grand Master, Graham is responsible for in
some cases chairing and in others sitting on the various
committees set up to oversee the workings of the Province
and contribute to the Craft in general. So if it be matters
concerning recruitment, retention and retrieval, appointment
and promotion, finance and other masonic business, you
can be sure that Graham is in there helping sort things out
and make them better.

In more recent years Graham and Ann have enjoyed many
holidays in Cyprus. Since they discovered the island in the
early 1980s, they fell in love with the place. Not surprising
as Cyprus has much to offer in warm weather, lots of
interesting villages to explore and plenty of country walks,
beaches and swimming, and of course the
finer things in life, good food and wine.
They now have a modest holiday bolt-hole,
home from home is their assessment, in
Ayia Thekla near Famagusta in the south
east corner of the island about 30 minutes
drive east of Larnaca Airport. Are they
tempted to move there permanently? “No”,
says Graham, “We have no plans to reside
in Cyprus - just to enjoy it when we can,
and of course we couldn’t bear missing
the family, especially the grand children”.

Graham’s Masonic career started with his
initiation into Freemasonry into Portus
Magnus Lodge in Portsmouth by his father
back in 1981 and rose steadily to the office
of Worshipful Master, which he achieved
in 1993. In between times he was busy
being a founder member and Worshipful
Master of Pilgrims Lodge in Horndean, and Graham relaxing with his family

All in a days work, Graham would
undoubtedly say, however quite how he
manages to fit all this and everything else
into his day is a mystery. Always seemingly
happy and relaxed, extremely affable and
never knowingly phased by anything,
he manages to balance his time in such
a clever way that his family, hobbies in
retirement for want of a better expression,
and Freemasonry all feel they are getting
his undivided attention. Even so he is
still very aware of his priority in life and
when asked was quick to answer “My only
ambition in life is to enjoy the wonderful
company of my wife and loved ones - and
if I had to send out a message, it would
definitely be that the family must come
first”.
Ken Day

Jubilee Sailing Trust Pumpkin Festival

T

he Deputy Provincial Grand Master Graham Williams ably supported
by Brother Angus Steel counted 640 scarecrows in one field at Victoria
Country Park at Netley near Southampton when the Jubilee Sailing Trust
held their annual Autumn Pumpkin Festival to raise funds for this worthy cause.
The Trust was formed in 1978 to give disabled children the chance to experience
the rough and tumble of ocean sailing. Their sailing ships, the Lord Nelson and
Tenacious have been custom designed to be sailed by able bodied and a wide
range of physically disabled people. Since then these ships have travelled far and
wide, and accommodated over 36,000 people of which 15,000 have been physically disabled and nearly 6,000 wheelchair-bound.

The Province of Hampshire and Isle of Wight were invited to assist with setting
up the Pumpkin Festival site. A small army of willing local Masons assisted with this work and the unenviable task of
clearing up afterwards. Throughout the event the ‘Freemasonry in the Community’ exhibition trailer was located on site
providing festivalgoers with answers to their many questions about the Craft.
The Pumpkin Festival is now in its fifteenth year and has become an increasingly popular event, so large as to attract around
8000 people who now visit this Saturday afternoon spectacular. Other activities include the ‘Large Pumpkin’ competition
and of course the now famous ‘Scarecrow’ competition, people in fancy dress, vintage cars, arts and crafts, and live bands
to keep everyone entertained. The many hundreds of colourful scarecrows in every shape and form are everywhere on the
festival site adding to the atmosphere and fun, however the most spectacular was a “Scarecrow Wedding” made by the
ladies of Overton Church and set up in the Chapel.
Barry Preece
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PROVINCIAL PERSONALITIES

‘Our Henry’

W

orshipful Brother Henry Gray, an Honorary Member
of the Hampshire Lodge of Emulation No.1990,
celebrated his 100th Birthday on 30th December 2011. Although Henry had already received his 60th
year freemasonry certificate back in April 2011, the Provincial Grand Master, Right Worshipful Brother Michael Wilks
nonetheless called on him at his home in Winchester on his
birthday to present another certificate to mark this auspicious occasion. Henry threw a 100th birthday party at the
Hotel Du Vin to celebrate and the Hampshire Lodge of Emulation held a special lunch at the Eastleigh Masonic Centre on
Sunday 8th January to also mark this wonderful milestone.
Lodge members and wives plus members of Eling Manor
Lodge No.7337, of which Henry was a founding member,
presented him with a plaque to mark his long and distinguished service to 1990 by the Centenary Master Stephen
Leonard.

in the RAF in 201 Sunderland Flying Boat Squadron based in
Kinloss. In 1945 he returned to the Weights and Measures
Department in Southampton and later moved to Winchester.
When the organisation became Trading Standards, he was
appointed to the North Division based in Basingstoke where
he remained until he retired in 1975 aged 64.
Henry was initiated into The Hampshire Lodge of Emulation
No 1990 in 1950 and is now an Honorary Member, and
founder of several other Lodges. A rare accolade in recent
years was Henry’s promotion to Past Provincial Senior Grand
Warden, a very personal and welcome “gift” of the then PGM.
A similar situation exists in the Royal Arch where he also
attained high Provincial rank in 2003. If that was not all he was
the organist for 7 lodges concurrently and bought himself a
brand new electronic organ for his 98th birthday! He also set
up and sang in many choirs, not least the provincial choir for
whom he also composed many anthems.

In his lifetime Henry has been, and in some cases still is, a
composer, singer, organist, painter (artist), potter, and well
skilled in the art of sewing and embroidery. A gentle and
industrious man in every sense of the word, he has made
over 30 lodge banners and pedestal frontals, and painted
a whole set of tracing boards. The embroidery was mostly
in silk or satin with gold stitching along with 4 principal
banners for Royal Arch. Some of his work is displayed in the
Temple at Eastleigh.
Born in 1911, he left Wallingford Grammar school 1927
aged 16 and, after a spell as office boy at 37½p per week
(7s 6d in old money), became an assistant in the Weights
and Measures Department in Oxford. He continued to study
maths and science at night school eventually qualifying as
an Inspector in 1935, and subsequently went on to become a
Deputy Inspector in Southampton. During the war he served

At the end of the presentation Brother Stephen said “He is an
incredibly talented, artistic and interesting man - a gentleman in every sense of the word - not too many like him in
the world, sadly! I do hope I have done justice to Joseph
Henry Gray - he certainly deserves it!”
Bill Griffiths

Insight Magazine can be contacted by email at

Lifesaver Honoured

H

ursley Mason David Slade of
Merdon Lodge No. 5135, seen
here pictured with Lord Norrie,
UK Patron of the Royal Life Saving
Society, has been awarded the RLSS’
long service medal at a ceremony in the
Guildhall in London. A former Norwich
Union employee, David joined the
Portsmouth Lifeguards at the tender age
of 14 in 1959 and went on to become
the club’s training officer. Job moves

insight@hiowmasons.org.uk

round the country were not enough
to put him off and wherever he went
he engaged with the local life savers,
thereby gaining more and more qualifications, which culminated in his being
awarded his Instructor Certificate. This
led to him being appointed an Examiner
since when he has added a RLSS Grade
1 Examiner and Advanced Teacher
qualification to his portfolio, and been
increasingly able to pass on his skills to
others.
Among his earlier experiences and since
age 15, he has dealt with distressed
and stranded swimmers, occasional
heart attacks and the odd Spaniard
asleep on a lilo drifting out to sea. He
was also a member and principal fundraiser in a relay team of six who swam
the Channel in just over 12 hours,

www.hampshirefreemasonry.com
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the inspiration for new life-saving
sections in swimming clubs in Hatfield,
Congleton and Norwich, at which time
he persuaded the Norfolk Education
Authority of the need for resuscitation
as a vital additional skill for land and
waterborne rescuers. As a result the
‘Puffin Campaign’ was born and has
since trained many thousands of
teachers and children. Since returning
to Hampshire, David has relentlessly
pursued his passion for developing
life-saving skills and put them to good
use. Now over 65 he is still extremely
active in this respect despite his other
time consuming hobby buying and
researching gallantry medals and their
recipients, some of whom have strong
masonic connections. More to come on
that subject I guess.
Ken Day
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FREEMASONRY - IN PLAIN ENGLISH

N

and belonging together. So we are effectively an organisation
where like-minded men can develop and improve their
character whilst enjoying the fellowship and comradeship
of their peers. The primary objective is to instil into our
members a moral and ethical approach to life. By way of
example in one of our rituals the master will say to the
candidate “If you apply to your life the teachings inculcated
in the three degrees of freemasony, you will become a
more responsible citizen, a more compassionate father, a
more dutiful son, a fonder husband, but above all a more
complete and a more honourable man.” With that in mind,
it is important to recognise that a brother’s excitement and
enthusiasm will only bear fruit if masonry is understood and
embraced by his loved ones. Their support is vital, which is
why masons are encouraged to share with their loved ones
what we do, and why, so they too can be proud of their
involvement.

ot a Freemason? Want to know who we are and
what we do? Read on and you may be surprised by
what you learn. This is what Freemasonry is and
what kind of men Freemasons are, and what they do and
don’t do, says John Stringer, Provincial Orator
Freemasonry is a world-wide, secular, fraternal and
charitable organisation. In this country it is over 350 years
old and dates from the time when bands of stonemasons
wandered Europe, working during the day at building the
beautiful cathedrals and edifices we can still see today, and
living in their lodges at night-time. In the course of time they
welcomed increasing numbers of non-active stonemasons
into their lodges, otherwise known as free and accepted
masons, which is how the movement began. Today there are
in excess of quarter a million freemasons in England and we
are organised into 47 masonic provinces which, with one or
two exceptions, correspond with counties. Ours, the Province
of Hampshire and Isle of Wight, with 11,000 members in
250 lodges, is the second largest in the country, and we are
led by our Provincial Grand Master, Right Worshipful Brother
Michael John Wilks.

In particular, during the initiation ceremony a new member
makes solemn promises regarding his future conduct in
lodge and in society. We do not swear allegiance to each
other or to the brotherhood but we do promise to support
each other in time of need, just like
the members of any other fraternal
organisation. That support however
must always be right and proper, and
entirely above board. If it conflicts
with the law, or with his duty to God
or to his family, or is in any way evil
or inappropriate, then the man who
asks for it is wrong to do so, and
we will tell him so. Our organisation
like many others is hierarchical. We
defer and bow, literally, to each
other; we respect each other at all
times and all this helps maintain the
fabric of our society.

Freemasonry is well-known as a secret
society. Perhaps it should be said that
“freemasonry is well-known to the tabloid
press as a secret society. They, the press,
have difficulty distinguishing between
secret and private, and between secret and
sinister. What goes on in the privacy of your
own home is not so much secret as private.
It is nobody’s business but your own. So
in that respect it is secret and rightly so.
What goes on in a freemasons’ lodge is
also private. It is no one else’s business
other than the members’. So again in that
respect it is secret, and rightly so. But
all that doesn’t mean to say it is sinister.
Although we are a private organisation,
our aims and our rules, and our ritual can
be found in public libraries. Our meeting
places are hardly hidden and are often
used by the local community for activities
that are nothing to do with freemasonry. So
you may agree that we are not the secret,
sinister organisation that we are made out
to be by some unhelpful people.

Freemasonry is not a religion but
we do encourage our members to
be religious, or more correctly to
follow their religion. We do require
of our members a belief in God, but
God is not defined, partly because
we would not dare to do so but also
because we find that, no matter
whatever a man calls his God, it is
a Supreme Being, and a belief in
such is what we see as necessary
So what do we get up to? Well we meet in
W.Bro. John Stringer,
for membership. We do not promote
a room, which we call a temple, and the
religion but we expect our members
Provincial
Orator
gathering of men is known as a Lodge. Our
to consider their holy book as the
meetings are in two parts. The first part
unerring standard of morality,
is the same as any other club meeting. It
which gives value and merit to an oath sworn thereon, just
consists of general business: we read the minutes of the as people do in court on the holy book of their choice. As
last meeting; we discuss and vote on financial matters a result we welcome men of all religions. So we can be in a
such as our expenditure and our annual subscriptions, and lodge with Christians, Catholics, Jews, Muslims and many
other administrative issues; we elect next year’s officers; other denominations. We sit together in perfect harmony
we hear about correspondence and news of members who and God knows, if ever that philosophy were needed in the
may be ill or stricken in some other way. The second part world, it is needed today.
is the interesting part so far as many of you are concerned:
one of several ceremonies which range from initiation to We like to think that when a man becomes a mason he will
progression through the degrees in the craft. Young or old, change. If he doesn’t then he has probably wasted his time
inexperienced or familiar with the workings of freemasonry, and his money. But if he allows the influence of freemasonry
ordinary or distinguished in some way, all freemasons into his life, he will become a more honourable man, and being
undergo exactly the self-same ceremonies. Even our Grand honourable includes an awareness of one’s duty to society.
Master, HRH the Duke of Kent and others before him such Applying the three fundamental principles of freemasonry:
as King George IV, Sir Winston Churchill and Rudyard Kipling brotherly love, relief and truth, he will contribute to charities
to name but a mere three, underwent the same Initiation as far as his means allow. Did you know that freemasonry
ceremony that we all did.
is the largest non-state supporter of charitable causes apart
from the National Lottery?

These ceremonies are a shared experience that binds the
members together, imparting a sense of identity, cohesion
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SCOUTING LODGE

Be Prepared .... a new Lodge?

O

ver 160 Brethren recently attended the Prestonian Lecture in Southampton “Scouting and Freemasonry - Two Parallel
Organisations” given by Tony Harvey who is a national scout volunteer and active Freemason. Two thirds of those
present had at one stage in their lives taken the scout promise and it wasn’t long before everyone was talking
enthusiastically about the possibility of bringing together the ethos of both organisations. The timing was impeccable as a
number of Brethren, with current and past scouting backgrounds, had already expressed an interest in forming a specialist
scouting lodge. The parallels between both organisations are significant; a belief in a Supreme Being, service to others and
personal development.
Since the meeting, positive steps towards the launch of a new lodge have been made, although a name has still to be agreed.
Clearly those who have been or are currently involved in scouting and those who support the aims and ethos of the scout
movement will likely be most interested. So far by word of mouth and following an information service announcement, 64
Brethren have expressed interest, and there have been offers of assistance from existing scout lodges in Berkshire, Dorset
and Nottingham. The Kindred Lodges Association, the advisory organisation for such scouting and youth organisation
lodges, is also anxious to support this new venture. Further details are available from Jonathan Whitaker.
Jonathan Whitaker
For Hampshire and Isle of Wight masons it stands for
“Teddies for Loving Care” because we provide teddy bears
to nine A&E units, to a children’s hospice and to refuges for
women, for traumatised children to keep. This is an openended commitment: when more teddies are needed we
supply more. Such is the way that freemasons give freely to
worthy causes.

Continued from Page 8
All charitable donations are raised from within our own
organisation through regular donations, legacies, raffles and
social functions. And where does this money come from?
From the members’ pockets. You will never see someone
selling flags on street corners for masonic charities, or
putting pleading letters through letterboxes. Nor do we
make direct appeals to the public for funds. Although every
member contributes to the central masonic Grand Charity,
which has donated £50 million to non-masonic charities
since the early 1980s, we in the Province also contribute to
non-masonic causes, and recently this passed the £500,000
milestone. Also, a recent appeal to the members to support
Help for Heroes raised in excess of £150,000 for that worthy
cause. To most people TLC stands for “Tender Loving Care.”

Having read this article, we hope that you have learned
something about freemasonry that you didn’t know before
and that you have enjoyed reading about us. Perhaps you
will be sufficiently inspired by what you have read to want
to pursue it further, and who knows, maybe become a
freemason yourself? We guarantee you will not regret it.
John Stringer

Registered Charity No 1042495

Support our Hospice at Home Appeal
Many of the children and teenagers we care for spend a lot of
time in hospital. But we know that when children are feeling
unwell they often want to be at home.
Our Hospice at Home service is vital in helping very sick
children stay at home longer or leave hospital sooner.
We can bring some normality into a family’s home – allowing
parents to be Mum and Dad, not just carers. As well as
offering medical, nursing and therapeutic care with access to
a specialist consultant; we offer practical and emotional
support too – caring for all the needs of all the family.
But Shooting Star CHASE does not have the funds to offer the
full range of vital care to every family that needs our support
at home. We want to increase and provide essential care to
all the families we support. With your help we can make this
possible.
Please help us open the door to give every child and their
family the care they desperately need and deserve at
home. We need your help to make this possible.

shootingstarchase.org.uk/keytocare

www.hampshirefreemasonry.com
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LECTURE AUCTION

2016 Festival Lecture Auction Sucess

T

he Cowes Masonic Centre, IOW was full to capacity
to see the Provincial Grand Master, Rt W. Bro Michael
Wilks, supported by the Deputy Provincial Grand Master,
other members of the Provincial Cabinet and senior Hampshire
masons work the First Degree Lecture in support of the 2016
Festival.
Vectis Fairway Lodge No. 8923 hosted the evening as
deserving winners of the Charity Lecture Auction following
a magnificent donation of £8,000 in aid of the RMTGB ... but
their support for the 2016 Festival didn’t stop there... at this
‘special’ meeting, the Lodge clearly demonstrated what is
achievable when Lodge Charity Steward, W. Bro Adrian Bolton,
presented a further ‘surprise’ donation of £4,400 to the PGM
on the night and then called upon 10 lodge members to be
presented with their Festival Charity Jewels by the Provincial
Grand Charity Steward W. Bro Barrie Hewitt. In addition, £1,293
was also raised at the Festive Board by the collection of Alms,
gift aid donations, raffle and the sale of lecture booklets.

The Provincial Grand Master acompanied by his team

As a result of their tremendous efforts, Vectis Fairway Lodge
became the first Lodge on the Isle of Wight, and the fourth in the Province, to receive their Gold Certificate which was
presented to the Worshipful Master by the 2016 Festival Director W. Bro Geoff Tuck.
The success of the Charity Auction and the evening in particular once again proved that ‘fundraising and fun’ can go hand
in hand and everyone involved expressed their appreciation of what was both an extremely enjoyable occasion and solid
support for the 2016 Festival. The Lecture Auction, which was organised by W. Bro Frank Milner, raised a grand total of
£46,430, a second auction is planned for later this year and details will follow in due course.
David Perkis

MASONIC AND
LADIES FESTIVALS
The Abbey
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ESTABLISHED 1887

Great Malvern | Worcestershire

FOR ALL YOUR
MASONIC SUPPLIES

The Abbey Hotel in Great Malvern, Worcestershire
offer Masonic and Ladies Festivals packages and can tailor
make any event for you. Our dedicated events co-ordinator
will take you through every step of the way.

QUALITY REGALIA MADE TO THE HIGHEST
STANDARDS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

An array of function suites are available at the hotel for you to choose from
to make sure you have a memorable experience.

Packages start from only £135.00 per person for the weekend

Call and speak with one of our experts
1 The Barns, 1 Longham Farm Close, Ringwood Road,
Ferndown, Dorset. BH22 9DE
Tel:- 01202 571600 • Fax:- 01202 571779

(sharing a twin or double room).
The Abbey’s setting is one of the most perfect in the country, close to many cities,
yet in the heart of the countryside at the foot of the Malvern Hills.
The Abbey
Abbey Road, Great Malvern, Worcestershire WR14 3ET
t 01684 892332 f 01684 897898 e abbey@sarova.co.uk
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FABBS

Website: www.fabb.co.uk
Email: fabb@fabb.co.uk

sarova.com
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2016 FESTIVAL NEWS

Run, Julie! Run!

J

ulie McMurdo, wife of the Junior Warden of Meyrick Lodge
No.7295,raised over £2000 for the Royal Masonic Trust
for Girls and Boys (RMTGB) by completing the Great South
Run. Julie was so appreciative of the help she and her family
were once given by the Trust that she wanted to say “thank
you.” Thank YOU Julie for your initiative, your kindness and
your thoughtfulness for others.
Julie’s is one of many examples of enjoyable family and
masonic involvement and fun, in raising money for this
worthy charity. A charity which will expend over £1.2 million
on assisting children and youngsters in Hampshire and Isle
of Wight alone during the course of the Festival Appeal for
this very special children’s poverty charity.
Some of this help will take the form of providing school
uniforms for those who would otherwise perhaps be
singled-out and feel embarrassed. Some will be by means of
providing professional counselling for children traumatised
by the death of one, or both parents. Still more including
those with special needs will be helped by the provision of
equipment to suit their disability. Assistance for those with
talent where, without the financial means for it to flourish,
it could otherwise be lost forever. Support both for Lifelites,
providing computer equipment in every children’s hospice
in the country and to the Stepping Stones scheme, assisting
in the education of disadvantaged youngsters in the wider
community and ……… much, much more.
I am so pleased that many of our Brethren and their

families
are
giving support
to this Festival
Appeal and, as
we
approach
the end of our
second year I
am encouraged
not
simply
by
the
level
of
donations
but also the
Julie McMurdo
n u m e r o u s
events being arranged at Lodge, Group and Provincial level,
many of which are or will provide fun and entertainment for
the whole family.
What does the RMTGB do? Hopefully every Lodge will, before
too long, have received a Festival powerpoint presentation.
Not had one in your Lodge yet? Get your Lodge to arrange it
through your Group Festival Committee.
How you can help? Arrange fun events - YES! Gift aid your
donations and use gift aid envelopes – OF COURSE….
and most importantly, make a regular monthly pledge by
Standing Order - Forms at every Masonic Centre and on the
Provincial Website.
Have fun, involve the family and enjoy the Festival!
Geoff Tuck

Ladies Festival Weekends
Winchester Royal Hotel
A warm welcome awaits the brethren and their ladies at
Winchester Royal Hotel. Originally built in the 16th Century as
a private residence, our hotel offers 75 en-suite rooms, award
winning restaurant, walled garden, car parking and country
house ambience, perfect for your Masonic events. Situated in
the heart of Winchester, yet in a quiet location, you are only
minutes away from the shops, museums and riverside walks.

Packages from £155 per person, to include:

•
•
•
•
•

Two night’s accommodation with full English breakfast
Welcome tea and coffee on arrival
Three course hot and cold buffet dinner, Friday evening
Afternoon tea and biscuits, Saturday afternoon
Four course private Gala dinner, Saturday evening
including a gift for the ladies
(entertainment on Saturday evening included for numbers over 60)

NEW FOR 2012 4 Course Ladies night Dinner Package
including gift from only £30 per person

Tel: 01962 840840 www.forestdalehotels.com
www.hampshirefreemasonry.com
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BACK TO THE FUTURE

A

mong the thousands
who
range
under
Freemasonry’s banners
there are some who have
remarkable stories to tell
outside their involvement in
the society. One such person
is Bernard Brown, a Bournemouth man who regrets that
he didn’t become a Freemason until aged 53. Recently
prompted to reveal details of
his background, it includes
the war years and a post-war
Bernard Brown
role in the then evolving civil
aviation industry. In his own
words an underlying theme of teamwork, trust and reliability
emerges.
“On September 3rd 1939, the day that World War 2 broke
out, I was a London grammar-school boy of 16, specialising
in Classics with university much in mind. It was not to be.
In 10 months I would acquire a rifle and be entrusted with
responsibilities and capabilities in a completely changed
world. Meantime, with schoolfellows, I was evacuated to a
South Wales grammar school. Although dispirited, we were
warmed by the community’s kindness and generosity. The
circumstances clearly unified local folk and boys alike. A
few of us were even invited down the local coalmine: an
awesome educational experience.
Returning home in July 1940, the war’s realities
became sharply focussed by our army’s
evacuation from Dunkirk, the French surrender
and the German occupation of the Channel
Islands prior to their planned invasion of Britain.
Established as a defence force, the Home Guard
was surely heartened by my joining at 17. My less
impressed platoon Captain warned “Be careful
with it!” as he handed me a rifle. Undertaking
various roles, we were a reassuring body,
with perhaps the odd exception. Occasionally
boarding a bus, armed and in uniform, the
conductress rarely requested a fare. Scared or
sympathetic? I never asked.
The Battle of Britain stemmed from Germany’s
attempt to destroy the RAF before mounting its
invasion, ultimately abandoned following the
RAF’s victory. The nation was saved from the
same fate as inflicted on the Channel Islands
where freedom was restricted, more so for
Freemasonry. As a society with principles in strict
opposition to the invading regime’s beliefs, its
practice was outlawed and its building pillaged.

Later I moved to the recently-recaptured Rangoon airfield,
then a staging-post for the return home of allied prisoners
of war, survivors of inhuman treatment by the enemy. I felt
we were now rebuilding, not destroying, yet even so horror
was to strike. From a line of transport planes ready to depart,
one inexplicably crashed after take-off, sadly causing the
deaths of its returning prisoners and crew. It was one of
many tragedies encountered during my service, not always
facing the enemy. For myself, I was fortunate to survive
several scrapes and a tropical bug, but still remember those
of my generation who made the supreme sacrifice.
In early 1946, then a Flight Lieutenant, my return home was
by Sunderland flying boat, bound for Poole Harbour, to take
charge of ATC operations at the Empire Test Pilots’ School
at Cranfield. Mounting the quayside steps by Customs
House and facing a small crowd, I was amused that initially
more attention was paid to oranges I was carrying, a rare
commodity in the days of rationing, than to myself. They
had been purchased in Cairo. Cranfield was an enjoyable and
fruitful end to my RAF days. I received a certificate, listing
the vehicles I had been authorised to drive as an ATCO, to
produce to the Licensing Authority after my demob. The
result? I was excused from taking a driving test. Friends
and family say it still shows. A full licence was
issued, covering the use even of road-rollers.
Paradoxically, the laying of airstrips and
runways I had always left to others.
In 1947, joining the newly established
Civil Aviation ATC Authority, my varied
experiences proved advantageous. From Civil
ATC’s basic onset until my retirement I was
engaged in all major phases of development,
was later officially recognised and publicly
acknowledged as a pioneer of today’s highly
technical and comprehensive global ATC
service. Yet despite modern advances, the
main control function remains the voice. In
1951 I proposed the founding of the first
international professional organisation of its
kind. It still bears the name I suggested: the
Guild of Air Traffic Control Officers (GATCO).
Whereas years ago my forgoing university
might later have been regretted, my chosen
path, albeit risky, was distinctly rewarding
both professionally and, importantly, in
human relations. I enjoyed the camaraderie existing among
all classes of society, military and civil. A taste of it was
experienced even as an evacuee. In the Home Guard whilst
balancing work with defence roles, and in the RAF teamwork
was essential. In ATC operations I trusted and relied on
others; conversely they trusted and relied on me. Such
qualities were found on joining Freemasonry later. Amongst
men of differing ages and backgrounds a welcome was
immediate with encouragement and without pressure, to
become involved in Lodge activities. Today’s new entrant,
aged 21 or 50-plus, will enjoy similar experiences, as well as
qualities that shaped my former years: a close bond with his
fellows, trust, team-spirit and camaraderie. Nevertheless,
joining Freemasonry does not mean a disassociation from
personal commitments nor a divorce from the community.
On the contrary, the new member may well feel himself to
be a lifelong, useful member of society.”
Bernard Brown

Bernard, age 20

As it was, enemy tactics changed to widespread bombing. The
London blitz, which continuing into 1941, was particularly
savage. Our home became temporarily uninhabitable after
a near-miss. Fortunately my mother and I were relatively
unscathed. With university finally set aside, I joined the RAF
when 18.
Placed on a wireless operator’s course, surprisingly passing
with distinction, I was retained as an instructor but later
accepted a transfer for training in the new RAF activity: the
Air Traffic Control (ATC) of extensive airfield operations
needed for Bomber Command’s offensive against Germany.
By 1943, now an Air Traffic Control Officer (ATCO), control
tower had replaced classroom. However, my service in the UK
was heartlessly ended in 1944 with a posting to the Japanese
Campaign, received whilst celebrating my 21st birthday. My
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new role was to be the Officer Commanding Special ATC
Services, in charge of men with diverse capabilities and
differing seniority. Based at airfields sited for operations
against enemy forces in Burma, conditions were difficult
and facilities basic. The mutual hardships produced great
solidarity between officers and men alike.
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TOM LANGTON FUND SUPPORTING OUR COMMUNTIES

T

he Provincial Grand Charity has made grants to 62 Hampshire charities totalling £31,000 during 2011. This
amount is in addition to the £200,000 that was donated to non-Masonic charities by Lodges in the Province of
Hampshire and Isle of Wight. Since its formation in 1985, the Tom Langton Fund has made donations to over
1000 charities and provided grants to date totalling over £500,000. The aim of the Fund is to support as many local
charities and good causes as possible and in most cases to supplement the donations made to selected charities by
individual Masonic Lodges.
Of the local charities supported during 2011, over half were those whose work involves children and young persons. For
example the Hampshire Youth Orchestra was granted £500 for musical instruments, £1500 went towards the purchase of a
mobile workstation at St Francis School, Fareham for children with severe learning difficulty, and a further £500 to Icknield
School, Andover for equipment for the food technology room of this special needs establishment. Additionally, support
has been given to such good causes as sporting, inshore rescue, cadet, scouting and guiding, and other young person
activities, and to those organisations which provide services to those who are disabled and disadvantaged. Not surprisingly
it has always been one of the main objectives of the Fund to support childrens’ charities and those causes which provide
help and assistance to the underprivileged and in need.
All the monies donated to, and invested in, the Fund originate from Masonic sources and the success of the Fund is due in
the main to the generosity of the members of the 250 Lodges in the Province. Applications to the Fund, which originate
from a Lodge, are considered by a Committee that meets twice a year. The demand for grants is ever growing as charities
seek funds to continue their operations and to supplement their income, which has been affected by the current adverse
economic climate.
Noel Voice

Community Radio

Cat Lake of The Park FM

F

ollowing a £750 donation from the Tom Langton Fund,
I visited the studios of The Park FM on Lymington High
Street to meet Vivian Reid and Cat Lake to see the new
equipment in action. With the help of the donation they had
purchased a new 10 track mixing desk to allow the presenters
to create better programs for the community.
The Park FM is a team is entirely staffed by volunteers who
create, present and produce radio programmes for the New
Forest Community. They literally started in a storage room in
Brockenhust and when they outgrew that space, they moved
to Lymington where they now have an office, a control room
and two studios. Their programs are transmitted from a
mast in Brockenhurst but they also stream their programmes
across the Internet. Apart from the Morning and Drivetime
shows, they concentrate their programming on the New
Forest community. For example the Sports Show is based
purely on local childrens’ and amateur teams. They have also
been concentrating on producing programmes for carers of
all types and are talking to national charities about suitable
content for them.

Scout Hut

The radio station is totally dependent on volunteers and it is a
constant challenge to generate an income to keep the station
operating. Now that they have gained a broadcasting licence,
they are obligated to transmit continually otherwise their
licence could be revoked by OfCom. As well as the studiobased programmes they recently acquired a caravan and
outside broadcasting equipment to allow them to cover of
events such as the New Forest Show and New Milton Fireworks
Display. This takes their work out into the community and
enables them to involve people who would not normally go
to the station.
The new mixing desk has given them much better control
over the various audio inputs. In addition to the 10 tracks, the
new desk has 4 microphones, a telephone line and links to the
studio, music tracks etc. The old mixing desk has been used
to set up a the second studio, which allows them to have live
bands on the premises, which has given them more flexibility
on the types of programs that they can produce.
Peter Martin

www.hampshirefreemasonry.com
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T

he 15th Chandlers Ford Scout Group, founded in
1909, is one of the oldest in the district and provides
for local scouts and guides at all levels. The premises
are also used as a meeting place for OAPs and a number
of other social groups such as the Art Society, Whist Club,
Wood Turners and Care Dog Trainers. The scout hut
itself, which was rebuilt in 1955, is adjacent to a large
wooded area, leased from the Chamberlayne Estate for a
token rent, which is ideal for camping and other outdoor
scouting activities. In 2009, as part of their centenary,
the group committee embarked on a huge fund raising
programme for the refurbishment of the hut, expected
to cost over £25,000, and to date they have replaced the
roof and windows, repaired flooring, updated the toilets
and central heating, improved disabled access, and redecorated throughout. Apart from the roof, the majority of
work has and is being undertaken by the committee and
parents themselves, a truly marathon task. The project is
now nearing completion and the last major undertaking is
to refurbish the kitchen, which is in dire need of modernisation at a cost of about £1500.
Thanks to the Province’s Tom Langton Fund, Merdon
Lodge has been able to make a donation of £400 towards
the kitchen refurbishment and the cheque was presented
by the Worshipful Master, Colin McCabe to Cub Scout Pack
Leader Beaver Sue Deeks.
Barry Muncaster
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IT’S GOING TO THE DOGS!
The Freemasons’ Grand Charity have supported numerous animal charities over the past few years with grants and
donations of over £75,000. In our Province, the Lodges and the Tom Langton Fund have continued that support.

Canine Partners

C

anine Partners’ mission is to assist people with
disabilities to enjoy a greater independence and a
better quality of life and, where possible, to help
them into education and employment, through the provision of specially trained dogs for the disabled, whose wellbeing is a key consideration.
They tailor their dogs to each applicant’s individual needs,
training them to help with everyday tasks such as opening
and shutting doors, unloading the washing machine,
picking up dropped items, pressing buttons and switches
and getting help in an emergency.
More than a million people in the UK use a wheelchair and
a significant number of those would benefit from a canine
partner. The dogs are carefully matched to the applicant’s
needs and lifestyle, no matter how challenging, and the
charity aims to train them to meet the specific needs of
people with even the most complex disabilities including
members of HM Armed Forces. In an every day sense they
are trained to help with tasks such as opening and shutting
doors, unloading the washing machine, retrieving and
picking up dropped items, pressing buttons and switches
indoors and outdoors, and getting help in an emergency.
The peace of mind that this level of care provides is
invaluable for the disabled person’s independence and
sense of well-being. It also reduces the sense of isolation
and helps alleviate some of the responsibility on carers
and family members who can rest assured that he or she
is never left alone. There is also the therapeutic benefit
of caring responsibly for a dog with its daily needs of
exercise, food and love, which helps raise esteem by
providing a renewed sense of purpose.

retriever Emily,
a close friend
and partner of
Andrew
Fields.
Son of Merdon
Freemason John
Fields, and a top
class Winchester
rugby
player
and one time
England under 23
player, Andy was
severely disabled
following a road
accident in 2001.
After
many
W.Bro. Chris Esplin-Jones
months in and
with Emily
out of hospital,
and
years
confined to a
wheelchair, he is
making excellent
progress and, despite permanent limitations resulting
from his injuries, he is now second degree qualified, back
at work and re-engaging with society as a whole; much
of this due to the assistance and companionship of Emily
who was trained and supplied by Canine Partners.
Ken Day

This worthy charity receives no government funding and
relies solely on public donations and, although based
in West Sussex, they have support groups throughout
the country. There are dog training satellites in both
Southampton and the Isle of Wight where teams of
volunteer ‘puppy parents’ help to support these young
animals in training by offering a full or part time home for
the duration of their time there, which is approximately
18 months. Training methods are also reinforced by
attendance at weekly puppy training classes.
Canine Partners is always looking for volunteers, puppy
parents, fundraisers and much more from the local
community. If you don’t have any time to spare maybe
you could consider it’s ‘Adopt a Puppy’ scheme or collect
your used stamps for the Charity. Canine Partners is also
looking for people to organise or attend spring bluebell
walks as part of its Bluebell Walk Campaign, an ideal way
to get out and about with family and friends whilst raising
money for a worthy cause.
Thanks to a charitable donation by the Province’s Tom
Langton Fund, Merdon Lodge No. 5135 were able to
present Canine Partners with £500. The cheque, which was
presented at the Masonic Hall in Hursley by the Worshipful
Master, Chris Esplin-Jones, was gladly received by golden
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SPORT & SOCIAL

Golf Society News

T

he Golf Society had a very successful year in 2011 under the leadership of Captain, John Bartle. Monies raised during
the year have been donated to the Royal Masonic Trust for Girls and Boys and the Pilgrim Bandits who care for Armed
Forces amputees. The Society also played a number of matches against other masonic provinces and WON them all.

Winners of the various competitions were:
Stanley Clifton Cup
Lodge Shield
Des Harvey Trophy
Bob Mills-Goodlet Pairs Trophy
Captain’s Cup
Apprentice Cup
Alan Hamilton Greensome
Provincial Grand Master’sTrophy
Veterans Salver
Mike Hayman Autumn Shield
Hayter Winter Shield

John Bartle and Nick Creal
Hermes Lodge
Iain Hayter
Mark Mills-Goodlet and Angus Steel
Dave Cox
John Bartle
Angus Steel and Mark Mills-Goodlet
Peter Murray
Don Oliver
Peter Wright
Bob Gouldie

At the Society AGM, Alan Hamilton was re-elected as our President and Roger Curtis was elected Captain.
Apart from golf days for the various annual competions and trophies, the Society plans to field teams to play matches
against other provinces during the April to November season. Amongst those already in the calendar are Berkshire,
Buckinghamshire, Kent, Sussex, Surrey and Wiltshire. Details of the dates and wherabouts of all these events can be found
on the website www.hampshirefreemasonry.com.
The Society is also keen to encourage all Masons who play golf to join (no fee), play in their competitions and help raise
monies for the Royal Masonic Trust for Girls and Boys. Anyone interested should contact the Society Secretary 02380
620202.
Brian Williams

The Great South Run

W

here
else
can you see
Mickey Mouse,
Firemen dressed as
fairies, comedian Hugh
Dennis and a pantomime horse? It must be
the Great South Run!
Held in Porstmouth in
October thousands of
runners joined in to
run 5K and 10K races
to raise money for a
diverse selection of
charities.

JOLLY’S LTD

The Provincial Grand Stewards Lodge had 4 entrants: Kevin
Day, Paul Goodman, Ian Jenkins, and Chad Chadha (seen in
the picture with Maria Chadha). Their joint efforts raised over
£3,100. Preparations are already in place for this years event,
anyone interested in joing the team, can contact the team via
the Insight email address.

Seaspray, 1 Purbeck Avenue, Poole, Dorset BH15 4DN

If you or your family are taking part in any of the summer’s
sports events, please let us know and if possible take
some pictures! Email your stories to
insight@hiowmasons.org.uk!
Peter Martin
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SUPPLIERS OF FINE REGALIA
BOOKS FOR FREEMASONS
MINUTE BOOKS FOR LODGE & CHAPTER

Tel: 01202 680395 or e-mail: jollysltd@btinternet.com
PLEASE RING FOR OUR LATEST PRICE LIST
ALL MAJOR CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED
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