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David Perkis has lived and 
worked on the Isle of Wight all 
of his life. On leaving school 
he served an apprenticeship 
as a marine engineer at the 
John Samuel White shipyard 
in Cowes but, having always 
being interested in motor cars, 
he changed course soon after 
for a career in car sales working 
for several island dealerships. 
In 1986 he branched out on his 
own and founded Staddlestones 
Garage, now the island’s Nissan 
and Peugeot dealer. Married 
to Doreen for 42 years, they 
have a son, daughter and four 
grandchildren. In his younger 
days, he held a British Judo 

Association coaching certificate and was a brown belt. His 
sporting activities now are golf and skiing, but not at the same 
time!

David was initiated into Vectensian Lodge in May 1982. He is 
a Past Master of several Lodges, Founder of the Ernest Moss 
Lodge, has served the Province as the Isle of Wight Group 
Representative and is active in the Holy Royal Arch. David 
has said that he has “enjoyed each of the above roles and is 
thrilled to have been appointed APGM with responsibility for 
the Gosport and Isle of Wight groups, and is very much looking 
forward to getting to know the lodges and brethren in Gosport 
and Fareham.”

Mark Mills-Goodlet was 
educated at Churchers College 
in Petersfield and the University 
of Georgia USA on a sports 
scholarship playing American 
Football. He returned to the 
UK in 1987 due to injury and 
started working for the family 
Winchester Motor Company 
business the same year, 
becoming Managing Director 
in 2000. Married to his very 
supportive wife Denise, they 
have a baby boy James born in 
November 2010. His hobbies 
are playing golf, hiking and 
he used to coach an American 
Football team in Aldershot.

Mark became a Freemason 
at the age of 21 and member of Cathedral Lodge, and 
was installed as WM in 1999. Since then he has served the 
Province in a number of roles not least Deputy Grand Director 
of Ceremonies, and as an active Grand Officer. Asked for his 
reaction, Mark said, “From my early appointment as APGM 
I would hope that the younger and newer brethren can see 
that promotion to Grand Rank and the upper echelons of the 
Province is achievable with hard work and dedication, and 
not just by being a Grand Officer of long standing. Having 
worked with the University Scheme it is refreshing to see how 
much fun Freemasonry can be when you involve the younger 
brethren, and if they feel involved then they will recommend 
their friends to join our great organisation.” 

Circulation of Insight continues to increase across the county giving 
all its readers a better understanding of our activities and our 
involvement in the local community. The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 

brought the public together as never before and our Province played its 
part as will be seen from the article on page 3. I was particularly pleased to 
present a traditional Anglo-Saxon Beacon and Plinth, situated in the historic 
Lepe Country Park, to the Leader of the Hampshire County Council which 
will be available for future generations to join in national celebrations. 

The Diamond Jubilee celebrations were of course followed by the Olympics 
which feature in a number of articles in this issue of Insight.

New Lodges continue to be consecrated and I was particularly pleased to 
attend the Consecration of two motorcycling Lodges, one in the Isle of Man 
and the other in our neighbouring Province of Sussex. We do of course have a 
motorcycling Lodge in this Province, Chevalier de Fer, which is now in its 12th 
year and several of its members supported the new Lodge in Sussex. 

I am keen to promote special interest Lodges and I am delighted that we shall 
be consecrating a Scouting Lodge in this Province later in the year which will 
take the number of Freemasons’ Lodges in Hampshire and Isle of Wight to 
251.

Please enjoy this issue of Insight which will continue to be published twice a year. I would also like to invite 
you to visit our website and our new Facebook page where we will be sharing news and event details : 

www.hampshirefreemasonry.com               facebook.com/hampshiremasons  

Welcome to Issue 4!

New Top Appointments

PROVINCIAL MATTERS

Following the retirement of Michael Codd and Eric Moody, the Provincial Grand Master appointed and invested David 
Perkis and Mark Mills-Goodlet as Assistant Provincial Grand Masters at the Annual Meeting of Provincial Grand Lodge.

The Insight team :  Peter Martin - Editor     Roy Quin - Mailing List 

   Ken Day - Coordinator and Assistant Editor  Dave Laurence - Advertising

Published by the Provincial Grand Lodge of Hampshire and Isle of Wight, 

85 Winchester Road, Chandlers Ford, Eastleigh, Hants SO53 2GG

The Provincial Grand Master visiting 

the Hampshire Air Ambulance

Michael J Wilks - Provincial Grand Master
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JUBILEE BEACONS AND GRAND CHARITY INITIATIVE

On Monday 4th June, three family beacon lighting events to celebrate the Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee took place simultaneously at Lepe Country Park on the New 
Forest coastline, at Appley Park on the north coast of the Isle of Wight opposite 

Portsmouth, and at the Aldershot Alpine Snow Sports Centre in the Rushmoor District. 
They were jointly organised and well supported by local organisations and Freemasons 
from across the Province of Hampshire and Isle of Wight. They were attended by many 
local dignitaries and members of the public, as well as families and friends of the many 
masons present. The festivities culminated in the spectacular lighting of the beacons as 
part of the national celebrations to celebrate the Queen’s 60 years on the throne. These 
three beacons were part of a total of 2012 beacons lit in towns, cities and counties across 
the UK on the night of Monday 4th June, and the Queen herself lit the last beacon in the 
national chain at 10:30 pm that evening in London.

With the good weather that prevailed on the night, those present enjoyed all the fun of a 
fair, including a host of exciting activities such as musical entertainment, barbecues and 
hog roasts, charity stalls, local stands and displays, the Freemasonry in the Community 
trailer and lite units, bouncy castles of every shape and size, dancing, competitions and 
games. 

The 18 foot high permanent commemorative Lepe 
beacon, built by Freemasons and based on the 
traditional design of an Anglo-Saxon communication 
beacon, was jointly lit by the Leader of the Hampshire 
County Council, Councillor Ken Thornber, and the 
Provincial Grand Master, Michael Wilks. Councillor 
Thornber said, “Hampshire County Council’s award 
winning Lepe Country Park was the perfect venue 
for the beacon lighting event and has provided an 
evening of family fun to mark this special occasion, 
whilst raising money for local charities.” The Isle 
of Wight beacon, a huge wooden pyramid also 
built by Freemasons, was jointly lit by the Isle of 
Wight Council Chairman and Assistant Provincial 
Grand Master, Jon Whitaker (pictured left), and the 
Aldershot beacon was jointly lit by the Mayor of 
Rushmoor and Assistant Provincial Grand Master, 
the Reverend John Harvey (pictured right).

Bill Withers

Diamond Jubilee Beacons Light Up the Skies Over the Province

The Lepe Beacon

 built by New Forest Freemason 
Leon Whitfield

SkillForce Transforms Fareham Community Centre

In July, a team of students from Fareham worked tirelessly 
with their team instructors as part of SkillForce’s ‘24 Hours 
to Make a Difference’ challenge, to refurbish the North 

West Fareham Community Centre in readiness for a unique 
charity fete which has since taken place. 

SkillForce is a national educational charity working in partnership 
with 10,000 young people throughout 150 schools in England 
and Scotland, including local students from The Henry Cort 
Community College, Neville Lovett Community School and 
Bayhouse School in Fareham. The charity’s Patron is the Duke 
of Cambridge who recently officially launched the SkillForce 
Prince’s Award in recognition of the contribution young people 
make to their communities. The award is for young people who 
show significant character or make a major contribution to the 
community in which they live, and Hampshire’s contribution 
to the challenge was to improve the Community Centre in 
Fareham in time for the fete.

The newly refurbished community centre was officially 
opened by the Mayor and Mayoress of Fareham, Councillor 
Dennis Steadman and Mrs Steadman who also awarded 
the students with their Young National Navigators Award. 
Provincial Grand Master, Michael Wilks, representing the 
Freemasons’ Grand Charity, also attended the opening 
along with many other local dignitaries. He noted that the 
Freemasons’ Grand Charity had over the past two years made 
grants of £240,000 to SkillForce, a national charity with a 

local presence, and that the local Bournemouth and Solent 
team had received £90,000 of that sum. He commented, 
“We are proud to support SkillForce, which is making such a 
difference to the lives of young people across the country. It 
is humbling to learn of the work carried out by the dedicated 
instructors and to see the result of their efforts.” Bill Withers

The Provincial Grand Master at the opening ceremony



Insight • Issue 4 4 www.hampshirefreemasonry.com

FUNDRAISING AND ASSISTING THE COMMUNITY

A Real ‘Acheeva’

Bishop’s Waltham Lodge’s original connection with the St 
Francis Special Needs School in Fareham occurred some 
12 years ago, when the daughter of the Lodge Director 

Ceremonies attended the school while on work experience and 
again when studying at university. She was so impressed that 
she later went on to become a ‘Special Needs’ teacher herself. 
Her involvement with St Francis brought the school to the 
attention of the Lodge when Trevor and Jenny Franks adopted 
it as the nominated charity at their Ladies Night, after which a 
donation was made towards a sensory room in the school. This 
was also supported by a grant from the Tom Langton Fund.

More recently, Steve Cross and his partner Sarah also chose the 
St Francis School as the beneficiary of their Ladies Night and 
raised £1,500 towards an Acheeva bed, specialist apparatus 
which can enable the disabled user to be totally comfortable 
while attending classes and therapy. This was matched by the Tom Langton Fund who provided a further £1,500 to complete 
the purchase of the bed. Since then, the Lodge has raised a further £1,100 so that St Francis can order the de-luxe model of the 
Acheeva bed. To mark this great achievement, members of the Lodge attended a St Francis School assembly where the children 
treated their guests to an array of songs.                                                                                                                Philip Husbands 

Help for Disabled Workers                    Masonic Haircut Benefi ts Epilepsy Action

St Denys Lodge member Duncan Downie’s niece Eleanor has a rare 
form of epilepsy called Lennox-Gastaut Syndrome. When he learned 
that she had received help from the UK charity Epilepsy Action, in 

true masonic style, he immediately offered to lose his beard and hair 
to raise funds for the charity. As well as getting family and friends to 
support him he asked a number of other Lodges and Chapters to give 
generously as well. 

Local celebrity Trevor Mitchell, Southampton’s best known hairdresser 
and the world’s fastest barber, and two of his top stylists, Emily Simmons 
and Jessie Spencer-Roe donated their time and shaved Duncan’s head and 
beard. Many of his sponsors and supporters were there to watch them in 
action, and on the night a charity auction for a personalised Arsenal shirt 
donated and signed by Ex-Saints, Arsenal and England Footballer Theo 
Walcott, and a raffle raised even more money for the charity.

The result was a grand total of nearly £1,500 of which £1,200 was 
donated by Duncan’s masonic friends. Responding to such generosity, 
Duncan said “I am thrilled at all the support I received from the four 
lodges, my wife Julie, my daughters Jade and Charlotte and all my friends 
and family who pledged money to see my chin again. Epilepsy Action do 
a remarkable job helping people challenged with all forms of epilepsy 
and to do this work they need funds. It is my way of saying “Thank you 
Epilepsy Action on behalf of Eleanor.”                                        John Slade

Yateley Industries, a charity in the north of the 
Province, provides residential accommodation 
and employment for disabled people. One of 

its residents was Isabelle Hart, the stepdaughter of 
Wessex Lodge Past Master Mike Cossey. Well known 
through her attendance at Lodge social functions, 
Isabelle’s death prompted the Lodge into making a 
donation to this worthy cause. 

With help from the Tom Langton Fund, the Lodge was 
able to muster further support and a cheque for £500 
was presented to Pat McLarry, Chief Executive of Yateley 
Industries Ltd by Wessex Freemason Shaun Fletcher. A 
member of the James E Bullen and Richard Bond Lodges 
in Portsmouth, Pat McLarry said, “In these difficult times, 
where we are expected to increase our work to support 
our disabled colleagues due to the reductions in the 
social services budgets, we are most grateful to Wessex 
Lodge and the Tom Langton fund for their generous 
support.”

                   Barry Gardiner

To advertise in Insight Magazine, email 

insight@hiowmasons.org

To register with the Provincial Email Bulletin Service, visit www.hiowmasons.org/registernow
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LONDON OLYMPICS AND AMITY CLUB NEWS

A Hampshire Freemason and the sons of two others took part in the nationwide parading of the Olympic Flame as it made 
its way from RNAS Culdrose in Cornwall round the UK to the Olympic Park in London. Armed with the Olympic Torch, 
David Clark–Wheeler of the Elizabethan Lodge in Christchurch ran the Boscombe leg; Adam Taylor, foster son of Winches-

ter mason Ed Rochead and wife Nikki, carried it through Christchurch; and Nathan, son of Bournemouth mason Jonathan 
Blackie, carried it through Kingston Maurward College in Dorchester.     

The Royal Masonic Trust for Girls and Boys awarded Adam a travelling scholarship to further his rugby career in 2009, and he 
spent a fortnight touring South Africa as part of the team from Kings’ School, Winchester. Adam really enjoyed this experience 
and was extremely touched by the work he did coaching rugby with township children, which was part of the tour. 

An active member of AFC Bournemouth Ability Counts Football Club, Nathan has cerebral palsy and recently underwent surgery to 
straighten his legs. This involved moving muscles and ligaments from one area of his body to his legs to help them work correctly. 
Initially bed ridden, he left hospital in a wheelchair but immediately returned to training and has since worked up enough strength 
in his legs to enable him to be able to play on his feet again with the aid of crutches. Very determined and focussed, Nathan met 
his target of being able to walk the distance as torchbearer unaided.

On top of all this, Ross Morrison of The Rose of Hampshire Lodge in Farnborough and a member of the 2012 Paralympic Team 
GB, competed in the Wheelchair Rugby. No newcomer to competition, Ross first represented GB against the USA in 2002 and won 
European gold medals in 2003, 05 and 07. He made his Paralympic debut at the 2004 Athens Games and also competed in Beijing 
in 2008.                                                                                                                                                    Martin Harrison, Ed Rochead, Jonathan Blackie and Denis Skouras 

Provincial Connections with the London 2012 Olympic Games

Insight is now being distributed to our wider Provincial family. Here is an email that we received from Connie White:

“Just thought that l should thank you for my copy of Insight which I am so very pleased to receive. Also, I attended my first 
visit yesterday to the Concord Club and I would like to tell you that I enjoyed every minute. People were friendly and I didn’t 
feel an outsider. My husband died in 1993 and this was really my first meeting with so many masons, including a couple who 
remembered myself and Ken from so many years ago.”

Since the last Insight issue, the amity and social circles 
have again been busy; with the Rendezvous  and Acorn 
Clubs in particular have joined in each others’ activities, 

which bodes well for the future. First of all members of the 
clubs were entertained by the Romsey Town Crier, Freemason 
Terry Hamer, who explained his role and demonstrated his 
skills in an amusing and characteristically noisy fashion. The 
return match was a wonderful joint river trip on the Rivers 
Itchen and Test taking in all the sights, new and old around 
the Port of Southampton - roll on the next combined event! 
The Concord Club have visited Hampton Court. The Amity 
Club were entertained to lunch at the Red Carpet by the 
students of Eastleigh Technical College and a combined coffee 

morning and flower arranging demonstration at Kings Court. 
The Banter Club celebrated the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in 
style in the presence of the Mayor and Mayoress of Gosport, 
and Assistant Provincial Grand Master Reverend John Harvey 
and his wife, Janet. The Compass Group recently enjoyed a 
wonderful 5-day break in Weston-Super-Mare where they were 
treated to a good hotel, great service, excellent company and 
good weather. The trip also included a fascinating visit to the 
SS Great Britain, Wells Cathedral and a chance detour to the 
Clark’s Shopping Village. Finally, 56 members of the Knole 
Club enjoyed their annual summer luncheon and are looking 
forward to a spring break in Hayling Island.

Dave Clark-Wheeler Adam Taylor Nathan Blackie Ross Morrison

Amity Club News

  Aldershot and Farnborough - Concord Club  Contact:  Alan Babister   01252 683113
  Botley and Woolston - Rendezvous Club  Contact:  Gino Fanti  01489  783612
  Bournemouth - Knole Club    Contact:  Ken Iball   01202 890241
  Chandlers Ford - Amity Club    Contact:  Paul Hillyard  07703 346954
  Cosham and Portsmouth - Capstan Club  Contact:  Malcolm Childs 023 9267 9094
  Fareham - Chatterbox Club    Contact:  Kay Usher   01329 845521
  Gosport - Banter Club     Contact:  Geoff O’Neill   023 9235 8974
  Isle of Wight - Compass Group    Contact:  Chris Thomas   01983 840278
  Winchester, Basingstoke and Andover - Acorn Club Contact:  Neil Morse   01264 354303
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THE PROVINCIAL GRAND MASTER’S ANNUAL MESSAGE

Extracts from the Provincial Grand Master’s Address at 
the Provincial Grand Lodge meeting at Southampton 
Guildhall 

“I thank last year’s active Provincial Grand Officers for their 
support. I have been encouraged by the enthusiasm of these 
brethren and their wish to continue to be involved in the affairs 
of the Province after their active year. The recently introduced 
Group structures should provide opportunities for such 
brethren and I know that our Assistant Provincial Grand Masters 
and their Group Representatives will be vigilant in ensuring that 
those who wish to continue to play a part are able to do so. 

Initiatives for under 40s
The meetings arranged for brethren under 40 years of age have 
been very successful and I was gratified to learn that in one 
Group the brother who volunteered to organise the event, and 
did so with great success, was an active Provincial Officer under 
the age of 40 years. We need to engage with such brethren 
and learn from them. We have a number of Lodges which have 
initiated young men and which are 
now thriving on the back of such 
Initiations with them introducing their 
friends to the Craft. Likewise, the 
University Scheme has been a great 
success with young men under the 
age of 21 years being initiated and so 
enthused and inspired by the Craft as 
to introduce their student friends. It 
is a joy to see them clearly enjoying 
their Freemasonry and playing a full 
part in their respective Lodges. Many 
of these young men have skills which 
could be highly beneficial to the Craft 
but which we risk losing if we believe 
that years of service is a prerequisite 
to being in a position to make a 
meaningful contribution. If a young 
man has the necessary skills, ability, 
and the enthusiasm, then we should 
utilise his talents regardless of his time in the Craft. He may 
need to be managed and guided but he should not be mislead 
into believing that he cannot be of benefit to the Craft until he 
has completed a number of years service. 

Involving newer members
The benefits of the Craft in terms of self development 
encouraging respect for others is quickly apparent to like 
minded men who join us. It is however vitally important that 
we understand the needs of these men who, whilst loyal and 
committed, may not physically have the time to devote to the 
Craft, that which brethren have taken for granted in years gone 
by. We cannot exclude from our Order men who have busy, 
and in many cases unpredictable, family and business lives. 
Of course joining the Craft involves commitment but a man 
who says that he cannot commit to attend every Lodge meeting 
because of other external commitments or pressures should 
not be excluded from the Craft or prevented from progressing 
within a Lodge. If we are satisfied that a man is of the right 
calibre to become a member of the Craft, if he is prepared to 
commit and if he does his best to support within the constraints 
of his business or profession, then we should welcome him 
and accept that there may be times when business or other 
pressures prevent his attendance.

The reality is that we live in a troubled and fast moving world 
with enormous pressure on individuals arising out of their 
business and family commitments. Why would such individuals 
wish to join Freemasonry? Those of us who are members and 
who understand Freemasonry should have a ready answer. 
Articulating that answer is another issue. Freemasonry is an 
open and transparent organisation and our members are 
encouraged to talk openly about their membership and about 
the Craft. Many of our members have difficulty in doing so 

often because of the misconceptions about the Craft, possibly 
because they have been influenced by the secrecy which 
surrounded the organisation for sound and arguably life-saving 
reasons, during the mid 20th century. There is no doubt that 
Freemasonry is hugely beneficial to society not only in terms 
of its charitable giving but because it is an organisation which 
strives to ensure that its members are good citizens, show 
thoughtfulness for others, kindness in the community, honesty 
in business, courtesy in society and fairness in all things. Men 
should be queuing up to join us. Their ladies should be pushing 
them in our direction, and if they understood, they would. We 
need to address that lack of understanding and so it is that 
Grand Lodge have launched the Ambassador Scheme as an 
adjunct to the Mentoring initiative. The objective is to equip 
our members to talk confidently and competently about the 
Craft to non-masons.

Ambassador Scheme
This has been part of our Freemasonry in the Community initiative 
in this Province over the past two years. Brethren manning our 

Exhibition and Lite Units have been 
trained to speak with authority about 
the Craft to members of the public. The 
intention of the Ambassador Scheme is 
to equip all our members to be able do 
so, and so seminars and presentations 
will be available for every Lodge within 
the Province which I hope will enable 
our members to be open and speak 
with authority about their membership 
of our organisation, whether it be to 
family, friends, colleagues or members 
of the public. The short point is that we 
have nothing to hide, but an inability to 
respond positively to questions which 
arise may give the impression that we 
do! The Group Orators and members 
of the Training and Education team 

will make these presentations, which will 
take an half hour of Lodge time, ideally 

to be followed by a White Table when family and friends can join 
our members for dinner and give our members an opportunity 
to test their new found skills.

Caring for our Brethren
Caring for Our Brethren has been a key focus within this Province 
from the day when my predecessor was appointed in 2003. 
Over the ensuing nine years, the momentum for formalising 
the role of Lodge Mentor has gathered pace and earlier this 
year Grand Lodge approved Lodge Mentor as a Lodge Office. 
This decision has been welcomed within this Province as 
looking after our members is key to our future. There is now 
a masonic mentoring website sponsored by Grand Lodge and 
each Lodge Mentor on his appointment, and each Personal 
Mentor will receive a letter from Grand Lodge which is intended 
to assist them with their responsibilities. The importance of 
this role within the Craft and indeed within this Province cannot 
be overemphasised. Yes we are all Mentors, yes we take care 
of each other, but the man today joining the Craft needs more 
than that. He needs to be valued from day one. He needs to be 
included in all that we do. He needs someone alongside to look 
after him, to give him confidence, and in particular to be able to 
talk openly and freely about his membership of the Craft.

Freemasonry in the Media
You should all be aware of the first Independent Report on 
The Future of Freemasonry commissioned by Grand Lodge and 
available on the Provincial Website. This was a pre-cursor to the 
first media tour by a Grand Secretary which reached out to well 
over 100 million people. So much for secrecy. It is clear that the 
Craft has adapted and evolved over the years to meet the needs 
of its members and the community. 

The Freemasonry in the Community trailer 
outside the Southampton Guildhall

continued on page 7
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The pace of change is ever increasing and it is important that 
Freemasonry continues to develop in line with the society of 
which it is part, whilst retaining its distinctive character and 
value which have attracted members over the years. The Core 
Strategy leaflet issued by Grand Lodge is part of this initiative 
and will be widely distributed in this Province, not just to our 
members and their families, but to the community at large. 

Our new Provincial Information Officer, Bill Withers, will ensure 
that the Province continues to play its part in this Grand Lodge 
initiative. 

Diamond Jubilee
The Freemasonry in the Community 
project continues to develop apace 
with our units being exhibited at 
major shows in the county, which 
includes the Isle of Wight, in town 
centres at strategic times, and in 
support of the various Open Days 
which I am delighted have been 
embraced within the Groups. In one 
instance the Open Day included a 
fashion show, which was a great 
success with the ladies as well as 
our brethren. Initiatives such as this 
are to be welcomed particularly if it 
involves our working with outside 
agencies to produce the fashion 
show or something similar. Our 
Freemasonry in the Community team 
gets everywhere as was evident during the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee Celebrations when the Province was involved in three 
beacon lightings within the county. A massive beacon built by 
brethren on the seafront at Ryde on the south Island followed 
by an impressive firework display not only attracted thousands 
of visitors to the lighting, but also found its way on to YouTube, 
a great advertisement for our involvement in the community. 
Likewise, we had a beacon at the Alpine Ski Centre in the North 
of the Province; and at the historic Lepe Country Park in the 
New Forest, we presented to the Leader of the Hampshire 
County Council a plinth and typical Anglo-Saxon beacon as 
an enduring memorial to the Diamond Jubilee celebrations 
and the Province’s involvement. In each case, the event would 
not have occurred without the support and encouragement 
of the local community and authorities and it is a credit that 
our brethren were able to work with such agencies with great 
effect. Penetrating public awareness in this way will reap its 
own rewards in the coming years. 

Scouting Links 
The Scouting Association was particularly important in working 
with us for the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations and beacon 
lighting events, and I am delighted that later this year we will 
be consecrating a new Scouting Lodge, the Pax Hill Lodge, the 
enthusiasm for which amongst our members who are, or were, 
boy scouts has been outstanding.

Provincial Choir
Consecrating a new Lodge within the Province has produced a 
requirement for a Provincial Choir, something which we have 
not had for some years. I was so pleased that the request on 
the Information Service for choristers produced an excellent 
response such that the Provincial Choir will now be reformed 
and be available not only for Consecrations, but also at our 
future Annual meetings and Lodge celebrations. This leads me 
on to our Family Church service which will be held at Winchester 
Cathedral on 25th November next and which we hope will be 
an annual event. The Provincial Choir will be in evidence and 
will enhance the proceedings of the family service. I do hope 
that it will be well supported by the brethren of the Province 
and their families and friends. 

Provincial Matters
Insight Magazine is now distributed not only to all brethren 
in the Province but also to our Lodge widows who are made 
aware, through the pages of Insight, of the various Amity Clubs 
in the Province. It is heartening to learn of widows who have 
been out of touch for some years welcoming this new initiative 
and being given the opportunity to join their local club and 
renew old friendships. 

I said last year that the following year would be a period of 
consolidation whilst the Groups got to grips with the various 

initiatives and changes which 
were introduced. I am delighted 
with the progress which has been 
made and, although some Groups 
have progressed more than others, 
I am satisfied that benchmarks 
are being established and that all 
Groups will strive to achieve those 
standards under the direction of 
the Groups APGMs

We now have across the Province 
a number of Committees whose 
members are working hard for the 
benefit of us all. We have a number 
of individuals with particular tasks 
which are essential for the good 
management of the Province. 
These brethren are too numerous 

to mention by name but I want to 
assure them that their efforts and contributions are greatly 
valued by me and the Executive. We know how important 
their work is and we thank them all for their dedication and 
commitment.

Let us all work together in harmony to ensure that the myths 
and misconceptions which have shrouded our Order for far 
too long are blown away; and replaced by a bond with the local 
community of which we can all be proud.”

The Isle of Wight Jubilee Beacon
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FREEMASONRY AND THE MODERN OLYMPICS

T he modern Olympic movement could be said to have 
its roots in the small Shropshire town of Much Wenlock 
where, in 1850, the local doctor and philanthropist Dr. 

William Penny Brookes founded the first Wenlock Olympian 
Games. This was part of his desire to develop a system of 
physical education and character development for the working 
classes.

In 1889 Dr. Brookes invited a Frenchman, Baron Pierre de 
Coubertin, an aristocratic intellectual with a similar interest 
in physical education, to come and see the Wenlock Games. 
In October 1890, de Coubertin spent a week staying with Dr. 
Brookes and an Olympian Games were staged especially for his 
visit finishing with a dinner at the Raven Hotel.

This inspired de Coubertin to lay the foundation of the modern 
Olympic movement and in 1894 he set up the first International 
Olympic Committee. Although Dr. Brookes was invited to attend 
as an honorary delegate, by then he was too frail to travel. The 
first Modern Olympic Games were in Athens (1896), followed by 
Paris (1900) and St Louis (1904). 

The 1908 Games were due to be held in Rome, but owing to the 
disruption caused by the particularly violent eruption of Vesuvius 
in 1906, the Italian Government decided that it was no longer in 
a position to host them. The International Committee then asked 
Lord Desborough (Past Junior Grand Warden), who had won a 
Silver Medal for fencing in the Athenian Games in 1896 and was 
Chairman of the British Olympic Association, if he considered it 
possible for the 1908 Games to be held in London. 

Lord 
Desborough KG, GCVO was an outstanding sportsman whose 
career had also included being President of the Oxford Crew in 
the “Dead Heat Boat Race” of 1877. 

The British Olympic Council decided, at a meeting on the 19th 
November 1906, that they would accept the invitation to hold 
the Games in 1908 with Lord Desborough as President.

Thus the London Olympic Games of 1908 were put together in 
two years, an amazing achievement.

How was this achieved? Imre Kiralfy, born in Hungary in 1845, 
but naturalised as a British citizen in 1901, was a well known 
showman, who had built the Great White City at Shepherds Bush 
where the Franco-British Exhibition was due to be held in 1908. 
Negotiations were entered into with him to see if it was possible 
to construct the necessary buildings and stadium at Shepherd’s 
Bush. In the event all the required buildings, a swimming tank, 
tracks and dressings rooms were constructed in ten months 
by George Wimpey, builders, at a cost of £44,000. Imre Kiralfy 
was initiated into the Scottish Constitution in 1868 and was a 
Founder member of Empress Lodge, London, in 1895. He was 
appointed a Grand Officer in 1899 and promoted to Past Junior 

Grand Deacon in 1908. He was 
also prominent in other Orders 
in Freemasonry.

The London Games were opened 
by H.M. King Edward VII (Past 
Grand Master) accompanied by 
Queen Alexandra on Monday 
13th July 1908. These Games 
are probably best remembered 
for the Marathon and for 
Pietri Dorando, an Italian, who 
collapsed some 350 yards 
short of the finishing line when 
leading the race by a considerable 
distance. He completed the course 
assisted by a number of officials but, as a result of their actions, 
he was disqualified and the race was awarded to an American, 
J. J. Hayes.

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle who was a medical officer at the Games 
as well as a member of the Phoenix Lodge was not, as is 
commonly reported, one of the officials involved. He was in fact 
seated in the stands, as he had been asked to write a report on 
the Marathon by Lord Northcliffe. However, in 1913, Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle founded the Amateur Field Events Association, as 
he felt that Field Events were not adequately represented at that 
time.

The United Kingdom’s tally of medals in these games was 
147. There was one winner of three Gold Medals, H. Taylor 
for Swimming. There were five winners of two Gold Medals, 
for Tennis, Cycling, Athletics and Motorboats and also thirty-
one single Gold Medal winners. In an unofficial league table 
the United Kingdom came first with 441 points and the United 
States of America second with 153 points. This result led the 
Americans to rethink their approach to the Olympic Games to 
ensure that the United States team would be better prepared in 
future years.

In 1924 Harold Abrahams won a Gold 
Medal in the 100 Metres and a Silver Medal 
in the 200 Metres. He was a member of 
the Oxford and Cambridge University 
Lodge and the Athlon Lodge. Four years 
later he was appointed as Team Captain 
of the British Olympic team in the 1928 
Games in Amsterdam and subsequently 
edited the Official British Olympic Report 
for the same games.

His story was portrayed in the film 
Chariots of Fire. He was a man of very 
strong principles believing that “taking 
part is more important than winning”.

The winner of the Bronze Medal in that 
100 Metres race was a New Zealander called Arthur Porritt, later 
Lord Porritt. He joined the Apollo University Lodge and had a 
very distinguished career as a Freemason, being Junior Grand 
Warden in 1964, and in 1981 was awarded the Order of Service 
to Masonry by the Grand Master. He was a leading surgeon 
before becoming Governor General of New Zealand.

The Athlon Lodge was consecrated on the 12th February 
1925, its founders being leading members of the Amateur 
Athletic Association. Among its members have been a number 
of prominent athletic administrators, as well as many leading 
athletes, including Harold Whitlock who won the 50km Walk in 
the 1936 Berlin Games. 

Sir Arthur Gold was among the most prominent of the Athletic 
Administrators during this period. A member of two London 
Lodges and Athlon Chapter, he was first appointed a CBE and 
then knighted for his services to athletics. He was responsible 
for persuading the British Olympic Association 

Lord Desborough (left) and 
Imre Kiralfy (right)

Commemorative Medal 
from 1908

Harold Abrahams

continued on page 9
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to ban any drug cheats from the Olympic Team in perpetuity. 
By his dogged single-mindedness, against fierce international 
opposition, he made sport safer and more honest for future 
generations.

In June 1939 the 1944 Games had been awarded to London, 
but were cancelled due to the 
War. The Lord Mayor of London, 
Sir George Aylwen Bt. (Past Junior 
Grand Warden) submitted a formal 
application in 1946 to hold the 
1948 Games. Once again the 
Games were put together over a 
period of two years. 

The London Organising Committee 
had as its President, Viscount 
Portal of Laverstoke and its 
Chairman, Lord Burghley, who was 
400m hurdles champion in the 
1928 Games. One of the members 

of that Committee was Arthur 
Porritt, as he still was, whom we have already mentioned. 
Another member was Jack Beresford CBE, an outstanding 
oarsman and a member of the Argonauts Lodge. He won a 
total of three Gold and two Silver Medals at five successive 
Olympic Games between 1920 and 1936. Also on the same 
committee was Ernest Holt, Director of Organisation for the 
Games, who was Treasurer of the Athlon Lodge from 1945 
to 1952. Jack Crump, who was initiated into Athlon Lodge, 
was British Team manager for these Games. 

The Organising Committee decided to make Wembley 
Stadium the main venue together with the adjoining Empire 
Pool Arena and the Palace of Engineering, rather than the 
White City Stadium which had been the venue in 1908. As 
there was no “Olympic Village”, most of the competitors were 
housed in RAF barracks at Uxbridge and West Drayton, or a 
convalescent camp in Richmond Park. The Middlesex County 
Council also made classrooms available in eighteen of their 
schools for temporary conversion into male dormitories. 
Lady competitors were put up in private schools. No wonder 
they were dubbed the “Austerity Games”.

On the 29th July 1948, H.M. King George VI (Past Grand 
Master), accompanied by Queen Elizabeth, opened the 
Games in front of 85,000 spectators at Wembley Stadium. 
These Games were set against a background of the newly 
commenced Cold War and the Berlin Blockade. Neither 
Germany nor Japan, who were both occupied, nor the USSR 
took part.

Great Britain’s medal total was 23, consisting of three gold, 
14 silver and 6 bronze. This time the unofficial league table 
showed a rather different picture. Leading was the United 
States of America with 547 points and Great Britain came 
sixth with 162 points.

The Gold Medals were in Rowing (Coxless Pairs), Rowing 
(Double Sculls) and Yachting (Swallow Class). The double 
sculls crew consisted of Bert Bushnell and Richard Burnell, 
whose father had won a Gold Medal in the Eights at the 1908 
Olympics.

This great change in the medal table, compared with 1908, 
was due to the improvement in organization and training, 
which had been introduced in the United States of America 
over the previous four decades, as a result of their poor 
showing in those very Games.

Clearly the ethos of the Games has radically changed from 
the amateur status and natural athletic ability of Lord 
Desborough. In 1908, when the father-in-law of one of 
the current Board of Grand Stewards was selected, it was 
suggested that he ought to join an athletic club. In 1924, the 
100 metres Gold Medalist Harold Abrahams, caused some 
disapproval by receiving help from a professional coach. In 
1948 one of the GB Gold Medalists had to take eight weeks 

unpaid leave in order to prepare for his sailing event. Today, 
many of the competitors receive full time professional 
coaching and all the other assistance associated with leading 
sportsmen and women and, in many cases, substantial 
financial support. Fortunately, despite this, the spirit of the 
Games still lives on.

Great Britain has in recent years 
produced a number of outstanding 
competitors and across a broad 
spectrum of disciplines, particularly 
in rowing. One of our Olympic 
oarsmen, who won three Boat 
Races with Oxford and two World 
Championship Bronze Medals, 
is Robin Bourne-Taylor of Apollo 
University Lodge. Despite competing 
in both the 2004 and 2008 Games, 
Robin was not fortunate enough to 
win an Olympic medal. However, 
in 2010, whilst serving with the 
Life Guards, he was awarded a 
very different kind of medal, the 
Conspicuous Gallantry Cross, “for 
gallant and distinguished services in Afghanistan”. An 
outstanding example of a modern Freemason, an Olympian 
and an inspiration to us all.

To celebrate the London Games and the presence of 
Freemasonry at the birth of the modern Olympic Movement, 
two London Lodges, Spencer Park Lodge and Royal York 
Lodge of Perseverance, organised a celebration just before 
the Games, which was open to all Masons.

The original article was printed in the 2012 Grand Festival 
booklet; it was written by James Vigers and edited by Nick 
Clive-Matthews. We are grateful to the Grand Stewards for 
their permission to reproduce the article. 

Lord Porritt

Robin Bourne-Taylor
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FREEMASONS GRAND CHARITY SUPPORTS JUBILEE SAILING TRUST

On the Diamond Jubilee weekend, 
the Southampton based tall 
ship Tenacious was moored 

directly opposite HMS President, where 
the Queen and members of the Royal 
Family stood stoically for nearly two 
hours in the teaming rain, watching 
the flotilla of small craft passing by in 
waves of colour, sound and historical 
significance. The Jubilee Sailing Trust’s 
ship was part of the River Thames 
Pageant and, with a mooring close by 
Tower Bridge, had the best position in 
the Avenue of Sail, the group of vessels 
that were too tall to go further up the 
river. 

Earlier this year, the JST which operates 
two ships, Tenacious and Lord Nelson, 
received a major grant of £25,000 from 
the Freemasons’ Grand Charity. Tall 
ships may seem unlikely places for the 
Grand Charity to find expression for its 
mission to provide charitable support 
for vulnerable people but then these 
are no ordinary tall ships. They are 
the only two in the world which can 
accommodate people of mixed physical 
abilities: where a wide range of people can come aboard 
and have a sailing adventure – no matter whether they are 
teenagers or in their 90s, whether they have all limbs intact or 
none at all, whether they walk or use a wheelchair. This large 
grant from the Grand Charity is specifically going towards 
funding bursaries for severely disabled people to participate 
in voyages on the two ships. Many of those people require 
their own personal carer to come with them and the grant will 
help towards meeting these extra costs.

The relationship between the Trust and the Grand Charity goes 
back to 1984 when the JST was building its first ship. Named 
after Britain’s most famous disabled sailor, Lord Nelson was 
the first tall ship ever to have been purpose-designed and built 
to be fully accessible. She was given special features such as 
lifts between deck levels, a joy stick for 
those who want to steer but cannot hold 
the wheel and an audio compass so that 
those who cannot see can have the chance 
to feel the thrill of holding a ship to a 
steady course. Lord Nelson was launched 
with the aim of integrating people of all 
physical abilities, treating them as equals 
and encouraging them to take part in all 
activities on board, from setting the sails 
to helping out in the galley. The values 
aboard Lord Nelson and of the JST’s 
other ship Tenacious, are in keeping 
with the Freemasons’ guiding principle 
of brotherly love and the qualities of 
kindness, understanding, tolerance and 
respect for the opinions of others.

Since Lord Nelson was launched, the JST 
has received over £120,000 from the 
Freemasons’ Grand Charity in 20 separate 
donations. One especially generous 
donation in 2009 enabled a scheduled 
refit of Lord Nelson to be completed 
on time and within budget. In addition, 
there have been many smaller donations 
from 12 different Lodges over the years. 
The JST is extremely grateful for such 
longstanding support.

Who benefits? Of the 37,000 that have 
now sailed on life-changing voyages with 
the JST, 5,000 were wheelchair users, 

1,529 had cerebral palsy, 1,555 were 
visually impaired, 919 were stroke 
victims, 1,055 had multiple sclerosis, 
1,067 were hearing impaired, 426 
had spina bifida, 492 were amputees, 
118 were quadriplegics and 626 
were paraplegics. Everything that the 
Freemasons have donated has gone 
towards making this possible.

Returning to the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee, it was most fitting that 
Tenacious should have had such 
a great position in full view of the 
Queen and Royal Family during the 
Thames Pageant. Tenacious is the 
JST’s second ship and was launched 
in the year 2000, to meet the demand 
created by the success of the first 
ship, Lord Nelson. The JST itself 
was founded in 1978 specifically 
to promote the integration of able-
bodied and disabled people through 
the experience of tall ship sailing. A 
grant from the Queen’s Silver Jubilee 
Fund was key to the establishment of 
the charity. This historical connection, 
combined with the groundbreaking 

work the JST has done to enable people 
of mixed physical abilities to discover what they can achieve 
together in an inclusive environment, was recognised by Sky 
News who selected Tenacious to be in the limelight during 
the Pageant, with live interviews with some of her disabled 
crew broadcast from her decks every half hour for most of 
the day.

Looking forwards: after almost 35 years of successful operation 
in British, European, Atlantic and North American waters, the 
JST has decided to take its mission to an even wider audience. 
On Trafalgar Day, the Lord Nelson will set sail from her home 
port of Southampton to become the first accessible tall ship 
ever to sail round the world. This amazing 23 month project, 
called JST Sail the World, will see the ship sailing more than 
50,000 miles, visiting 30 countries in all 7 continents, crossing 

the Equator four times and rounding 
the famous Cape Horn. This Round the 
World event is divided into ten ocean 
passages and also includes a short 
voyage in each of the crew change ports 
so that people from different countries 
can experience the JST magic and see 
what can be achieved in an inclusive 
environment.

The JST would love to see further 
support from the Freemasons. There are 
many ways in which this can be done. 
Donations of any size are extremely 
helpful. One particular initiative at the 
moment is the ‘Sponsor a JST Mile’ 
campaign, where the aim is to get every 
mile of JST Sail the World sponsored 
at £5 a mile. So far, 2,000 miles have 
been sponsored and that leaves another 
48,000 to go… Everyone who sponsors 
a mile will have their name recorded in a 
special souvenir book (unless they wish 
to remain anonymous). Please spread the 
word and encourage others to sail with 
the JST, to help out with maintenance 
which often takes place in Southampton 
docks and to raise funds to help the JST 
to continue to change lives. 

Visit the Jubilee Saling Trust website at 
www.jst.org.uk 

  Emma Laird (JST)

Tenacious in full sail

Crew in the wheelchair accessible 
rigging
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AROUND THE PROVINCE

Bournemouth Masons assist a Very Special Girl

At the Bournemouth Masonic Charity evening, a donation of £900 was made towards the 
purchase of a specially constructed tricycle for Charlotte Wilson. The trike is specially built 
for children with mobility difficulties and helps build the poor muscle tone. The cheque, from 

King Arthur Lodge, was presented to parents Brad and Helen Wilson of Lyndhurst who took time out 
to explain the difficulties being experienced by daughter Charlotte.

It was Charlotte’s physiotherapist who recommended a specially adapted tricycle to improve her 
muscle tone, especially in the leg area to assist in her walking. It is hoped that eventually she will be 
able to walk independently. Since receiving the trike, Charlotte has made vast improvements on the 
walking front. She can now cruise around furniture although still very wobbly and only able to cover 
very short distances - but is moving in the right direction.                                                   Geoff Tuck

The Provincial Grand Master recently paid an unannounced visit to the Ernest Moss Lodge 
at the Cowes Masonic Hall to honour one of the Province’s best known members. As the 
PGM said, when you are really famous you are known by just your first name like Elvis or 

Diana. Mention the name George anywhere in Hampshire and Isle of Wight masonic circles and 
the chances are you are talking about George Davies, the longest serving of our former Assistant 
Provincial Grand Masters.

George was initiated into the Esoteric Lodge in London in February 1967, and so started a long and 
distinguished masonic career. On moving to the Isle of Wight in 1969, George joined the Needles 
Lodge, and is a Founder and Past Master of West Wight Lodge, the Isle of Wight Masters Lodge and 
the Ernest Moss Lodge. In addition to many other roles, George was a former Isle of Wight Group 
Representative and he was instrumental in setting up Training and Education in the Province.

For his many years of dedicated service to the Province, the PGM presented George with his Certificate 
of Merit for Services to Freemasonry, and for once but only momentarily, George was speechless.                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            Keith Scovell

George Honoured Surprise Visit!

‘Black Tie’ Events Aid the Royal Masonic Trust for Girls and Boys

Isle of Wight Freemasons and local rugby club members 
recently attended a Gentlemen’s Charity Dinner at the 
Riverside Centre in Newport. Jason Leonard OBE was the 

guest speaker and £3,000 was raised for the Royal Masonic 
Trust for Girls and 
Boys.

Jason, also known as 
the “Fun Bus”, was an 
English Rugby Union 
prop forward who 
held the world record 
for winning the 
most international 
caps until 2005. 
He also held the 
record for the most 
international caps 
until 2006, however 
his record as the 
world’s most capped 

forward still stands. As an England player, Jason won the 
highest international accolades possible: Grand Slams in 
1991, 1992, 1995 and 2003, the 2003 Rugby World Cup, and 
was a member of the winning British and Irish Lions team on 
the 1997 tour to South Africa. 

The evening was organised by Derek Ryall and Shaun Burden 
and concluded with an auction of rugby memorabilia including a 
signed framed Jason Leonard England shirt, signed rugby balls 
and tickets to Twickenham for the autumn internationals.

Keith Scovell

At the Chandlers Ford Group Summer Ball in aid of the 
Festival , 172 masons and their guests were treated to 
a music extravaganza and a superb meal. The evening 

was a huge success for the Royal Masonic Trust for Girls 
and Boys (RMTGB) 
by raising £2,035 
for the charity and 
£500 for the Rowans 
Hospice.

Assistant Provincial 
Grand Master, Les 
Hipwell, welcomed 
the guests and 
explained the aims 
of RMTGB: to relieve 
poverty and advance 
the education of 
children of masonic 
families and, when 
funds permit, other 
children in need. The RMTGB currently supports 61 children in 
Hampshire and Isle of Wight at an annual cost of £253,000, and 
over the last 5 years has spent £876,000 on the Province. All 
money collected for this charity comes entirely from masons.

Entertainment for the evening was provided by Michael Kurn 
with plenty of golden oldies. This was followed by an auction 
and raffle of donated prizes including in the raffle a day out 
in a 4.5 litre vintage racing Bentley. This was won by Paul 
Kneller, pictured accepting his prize from John Hines, one of 
the organisers.                                                      Barry Gardiner

If you would like to contribute to the next issue of Insight,  email insight@hiowmasons.org
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 PROVINCIAL PERSONALITIES

Terry Hamer, Romsey Town Crier

In his spare time, Terry Hamer of Clausentum 
Lodge is Romsey’s Town Crier. Resplendent 
in his distinctive uniform, Terry has been 

in constant demand and extraordinarily busy 
during this action packed Diamond Jubilee and 
Olympic season. He first came to the atten-
tion of Insight when he popped up at the joint 
Rendezvous Circle and Acorn Club meeting 
in the Spring to explain and demonstrate his 
role as Town Crier with ample bell-ringing and 
amusing anecdotes.

In the normal course Terry is regularly to be seen 
at local events such as the Romsey Carnival, Food 
Festival and the annual Romsey Show held at 
Broadlands. He is also actively involved with the 
Romsey Scouts as Vice Chairman and Fundraising 
Manager, and acting as Master of Ceremonies 
at weddings and other formal gatherings. 
Highlights in recent months, however have 
been the Nursling and Rownhams Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
community event in June, and assisting Lymington to welcome 
the Olympic Torch and leading the Romsey bell-ringing as part 
of the national Olympic “Ring in the Games” event in July. 

The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee community event in Nursling was 
in fact born out of Terry’s own vision of staging the biggest ever 
free event in the village since the Coronation. The Nursling and 
Rownhams parish council approved the idea and appointed 
him Events Director and Compere, clearly the local penalty for 
sticking his nose above the parapet! The day itself was fine and 
dry in contrast to the Jubilee River Pageant on the previous day 
which couldn’t have been wetter. Over 3000 people attended 
and they were entertained by a full arena programme of events 
which included a Newfoundland dog and carriage display, 
Maypole dancing, the traditional dog show and the Meddlers 
Morris dancing team who also staged a workshop for the 
children. There were fifty stalls and over £8,000 was raised for 
local and national charities such as Air Ambulance, PICU, Marie 

Curie, Red and White, Red Cross, Hearing Dogs, 
Scouting, Brownies, Schools etc. All the children 
attending, including those who had entered 
the Jubilee plate competition and the opening 
fancy dress parade, received a suitably inscribed 
Queens Diamond Jubilee medallion as well. 

His next big day out was at Lymington when, 
in the true spirit of the Olympic flame, history 
unfolded in the heart of the New Forest in mid July 
and the Torch arrived. From its overnight stop 
in Bournemouth, it was convoyed to and carried 
through Lyndhurst and Brockenhurst before 
being paraded around the centre of Lymington 
where there were gathered tens of thousands 
of people, locals and visitors from places as far 
away as Japan, America, Australia and South 
Africa. Terry was there to welcome the Torch in 
his traditional manner with the loudest of cries 
which brought on countless photo opportunities 
but sadly not one with the torchbearer as at the 

critical moment during the “kiss”, the torchbearer changeover, 
the heavens opened but not sufficiently to dampen the already 
lively atmosphere. Later in the day a Grand Carnival was staged 
and an open top bus carried the Lymington torchbearers 
around the town accompanied by bands and local traders and 
clubs, and scouts, guides, cubs, brownies and beavers.

Later in July on the same day as the Opening Ceremony of the 
2012 London Olympic Games, Terry was out again, this time 
in Romsey for the Olympic “Ring in the Games” event which 
was staged nationally to start simultaneously at 8:12 am. To 
make up for the rain-lost photo opportunity, he invited one 
of the Lymington torchbearers to be there and join in with 
the continuous bell-ringing to mark the start of the Olympic 
extravaganza. Never a dull moment in the life of the Romsey 
Town Crier it seems.                                                                                          Ken Day

Adrian Taylor, Organist

Sussex Freemason Adrian Taylor, who lives on the edge of the New 
Forest, is guest organist at Powney Lodge in Lymington. Normally 
working in commercial finance in Botley, Adrian is an accomplished 

organist and holder of the prestigious Archbishops Award in Church 
Music. He has been Assistant Organist at Romsey Abbey since January 
2011, having previously been at St. Mary’s Southampton, Christ Church 
Freemantle, St. Michael’s Lyndhurst and St. Mary’s Copythorne. 

Concerned at the alarming drop in the numbers of active Lodge organists, 
he recently decided to sponsor a CD with a wide, Lodge friendly 
selection of music for the craft ceremonies. The CD, which has over 
80 tracks of varying length to capture the theme and tone of each 
part of the ceremony, was recorded by Buz Ross of Whitwams Ltd, 
Winchester at St. Mary’s Southampton on the large Willis organ. 

The CD has a simple track listing which relates to a specific section 
within the ceremony and so can be used or skipped as required, 
and each track is timed so that the natural cadence break is close 
to the desired time. The music ranges from Bach’s Toccata in D 
minor, Elgar’s Pomp & Circumstance March and Walton’s Crown 
Imperial to the Superman theme, and includes all the standard 
opening and closing music. The CD, which is available for a 
minimum donation of £20, can be obtained from villageorganist@
taylorwinsor.plus.com. All proceeds from the sale of CDs will go 
to masonic charities

                                                                                                                                 Dave Laurence
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Following a donation of £250,000 from the Freemasons’ Grand 
Charity, Assistant Provincial Grand Master, Geoff Tuck was 
invited to be the Keynote Speaker at their conference held in 
Basingstoke.

The transcript of his speech below provides an insight into 
Freemasonry and it’s longstanding involvement in supporting 
charities across the community.

“Good morning ladies and gentleman and first of all my thanks 
to Parkinsons UK for inviting me here today to open your 
proceedings with a brief talk about Freemasonry and Masonic 
Charity in general, and the Freemasons’ Grand Charity in 
particular. I promise you I will not be talking about rolled-up 
trouser legs or funny handshakes and, before you ask, I can 
assure you I have sacrificed hardly any goats or virgins in my 
33 years in Freemasonry.

WHAT REALLY IS FREEMASONRY?
In simple terms, Freemasonry is one, if not the world’s oldest 
and largest … non-religious, non-political fraternal and 
charitable organisation. Being worldwide, membership is not 
discriminatory on the grounds of race, colour, religion, political 
views or social standing. Although non-religious, it does 
encourage every member to follow his own religion, whatever 
that is. In this country in its present form it is in excess of 
350 years old though was not formalised until 1717 with the 
establishment of the first Grand Lodge.

Today there are nearly 6 million Freemasons worldwide. 
In England and Wales we have around a third of a million 
members, organised into 8000 lodges in 47 Provinces, roughly 
corresponding to county boundaries. This Province, the Province 
of Hampshire and Isle of Wight, has around 11,000 members in 
250 lodges and is the second largest in the country.

Freemasonry has always strived to be an honourable organisation 
and this has been recognised even amongst Royalty. In fact, 
Past Grand Masters include Prince Albert, later King Edward 
VII, Prince George later King George VI and our present Grand 
Master, HRH The Duke of Kent.

WHAT ARE FREEMASONRY’S AIMS?
Not world domination as some have claimed, neither, to 
my knowledge are we attempting to overthrow too many 
governments at present: more popular myths. Freemasonry 
exists simply to make its members, hopefully already good 
men, better. Better husbands, better partners, better fathers, 
better neighbours and in particular, more responsible and 
more honourable citizens. I can do no better than to quote 
from our public Provincial Website “whilst Freemasonry is to be 
enjoyed, its objectives are serious and its members are ordinary 
individuals who share the following aims:

•To practise universal charity 

•To foster high moral standards 

•To build friendships 

•To serve the community 

•To develop values such as integrity, respect, self-discipline, 
discretion, virtue, honour and responsibility 

Being honourable, includes in our view, an awareness of our 
duty in, and to, society and extends wholeheartedly to the 
community. As such, charitable works have always been at the 
forefront of our aims.

Indeed, almost immediately after that first Grand Lodge was 
formed in the 1700s, the first Masonic Charity came into 
existence and was called the Fund of Benevolence, later the 
Board of Benevolence, existing for over 250 years. In 1981 it 
became the Freemasons Grand Charity of which I am one of 27 
Trustees, each with special responsibilities. Mine are:- firstly 
to non-Masonic charities and secondly to, and for, the nine 
Provinces in the South and South West including the Channel 
Islands.

HOW DO WE RAISE OUR MONEY?
Simply and exclusively from our Members , we never appeal to 
the general public nor will you ever see us standing on street 
corners with collection boxes. The money is collected through 
a charitable element included in our annual subscriptions, 
though returns from our investments or reserves, from 
individual donations from Masons and through Festivals and 
donations from our Lodges raised from raffles, barbeques, 
lunches, ladies nights and other fund raising initiatives.

Every lodge is autonomous, and, as well as giving to the 
Grand Charity, many invariably support national and small 
local charities. On average our Lodges have given around half 
a million pounds annually across some 1000 charities and 
good causes, all of course given quietly, without any fuss nor 
expecting any kudos. This includes £150,000 recently given by 
Lodges in our Province, to Help for Heroes.

This Province even has its own charity specifically devoted to 
non-masonic causes within our boundaries and recently passed 
the half million pound mark in its donations. Another of our 
charities provides free teddy bears for traumatised children 
in every Hospital Outpatients Department in the Province and 
yet another provides regular free interactive countryside and 
fishing experiences for children with special needs.

THE FREEMASONS’ GRAND CHARITY
My non-Masonic Grants Committee professionally assesses 
all grant applications and since its formation in 1981 it has 
donated over 50 million pounds to other charities, principally in 
this country. However it also extends that relief when disasters 
occur overseas, and I can tell you that the first telephone call 
the Red Cross makes in this eventuality, is invariably to the 
Grand Charity. For example, on the day the tsunami disaster 
occurred, £100,000 pounds was given to the Red Cross to fund 
the first, aid flights out of the country.

The main work of my committee is particularly focussed on 
charities for the young, the disadvantaged, the disabled 
and in medical care, information and research. We regularly 
provide grants to guides, to scouts, (£100,000 pa for 5 years) 
and virtually all national cancer care and research charities, 
including MacMillan. Recently a £100,000 donation was made 
to Multiple Sclerosis research which was fundamental to the 
breakthrough of a new drug to help sufferers.

Other examples over recent years include SSAFA, Moorfields Eye 
Hospital, Motor Neurone Disease, Alzheimers Society, Leonard 
Cheshire Disability, Barnardos, Scope and the Ovarian Cancer 
Trust. It also provides annual grants to every air ambulance and 
every adult hospice in the country. The list of those we try to 
help is almost endless and, in consequence, the Freemasons’ 
Grand Charity is second only to the National Lottery as a grant 
giving charity. It also supports though another of our charities, 
Lifelites, a charity started by Freemasons and which provides 
and maintains specialist computer equipment in every hospice 
in the country.

PARKINSONS UK
However, and I leave the best to last, we have recently started 
to nominate each year, just one very special charity to receive 
a single grant of £250,000. The determining criteria had to 
include the charity being efficiently run, totally fulfilling its 
mission statement, assisting all areas of the population, 
involved in care, support, information and research

continued on page 15
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of course, where a donation from us would help the charity and 
benefit those it supports. We also wanted to select a charity, 
popular with our Lodges in terms of donations.

You will appreciate from the foregoing that we had hundreds if 
not thousands to choose from and so our decision was a very 
difficult one to make. Having debated the matter carefully we 
decided that this year’s charity would be Parkinson’s UK, in our 
view a fantastically caring charity helping over 125,000 sufferers 
of all ages from under the age of 40 to senior citizenship.

That then brings me to why I am here today.

A SALUTARY EXPERIENCE
I am of course proud of Freemasonry and all it tries to achieve 
and pleased that our donation has funded today’s conference. 
However, that pride is tempered very much with humility. I 
remember the first time I visited a children’s hospice, nice 
car, smart suit and the provider of a nice cheque was a proud 
benefactor (or so I thought) and pride, as we know, comes before 
a fall. I was invited to tour the building and of course met not only 
the children with life limiting illnesses, a salutary experience in 
itself, but also those staff and particularly those volunteers who 
spent the most valuable commodity of all, their precious time, 
providing help and comfort; unsung heroes, every one of them.

I learnt a valuable lesson that day, for the first time appreciating 
that the money, although important, is only a means to an end. 
That the real help lies with the experts, the volunteers and the 
carers. 

And that is why I accepted the invitation to be here today, to learn, 
to understand, but more particularly to say “thank you” to all of 
you who are performing the really meaningful and worthwhile 
works and to those who benefit from your kindness and expertise. 
May you all have a wonderful day, a day full of encouragement, of 
good news, of positive information and of hope and confidence 
in the future.”

Geoff Tuck 



This publication may not be reproduced in whole or in part nor transmitted in any form whatsoever without the written permission of the 
publishers. Liability: while every care is taken in the preparation of this magazine, neither the publisher nor the Masonic Province of Hampshire 
and Isle of Wight can be held responsible for the accuracy of the information herein, nor any consequences arising therefrom.

Est. 1971

J.L. MORRIS

AUTHORISED AND REGULATED BY THE
FINANCIAL SERVICES AUTHORITY 306499

Manor House, 1 Macaulay Road,
Broadstone BH18 8AS

We provide special attention to
your requirements.

With modern cover and realistic premiums
for Business and Personal insurances.

(Insurance Brokers) Limited

Tel: 01202 642840
info@jlmorris.co.uk
www.jlmorris.co.uk
Fax: 01202 658815


