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THE DEPUTY GRAND  
MASTER’S ADDRESS
(reproduced by kind permission)

Brethren,

It is very good to see you all 
here today and I hope you 
have had a very enjoyable 
and refreshing summer. The 
summer is not only a time 
for the re-charging of batter-
ies, but I find it is also a time 
for reflection and preparation 
for the challenges ahead. 
As our Masonic activities 
begin again for the Autumn 
I thought it would be appro-
priate for me to share with 
you some thoughts on some 
essential aspects of Pure 
Antient Masonry, being the 
Craft and Holy Royal Arch. I 
am prompted to do this after 
listening to an interview given 
by the Grand Chaplain to the 
BBC in May in which it became 
clear there are still substan-
tial misunderstandings about 
the Craft, when frankly there 
ought not to be.

We need to be absolutely 
clear when we discuss our 
Pure Antient Masonry that we 
belong to a secular organisa-
tion, that is to say a non-reli-
gious organisation. This was 
a point made very eloquently 
by the Grand Chaplain in his 
interview. It is, however, a 
secular organisation that is 
supportive of religion: it is 
an absolute requirement for 
all our members to believe in 
a Supreme Being. As the late 
and sadly missed Dean Neil 
Collings so eloquently put it, 
this gives “a context and back-
ground to the individual’s 
way of life as they seek to live 
it”. Freemasonry itself, as we 
all know, is neither a substi-

tute for nor an alternative to 
religion. It certainly does not 
deal in spirituality; it does 
not have any sacraments; or, 
indeed, offer or claim to offer 
any type of salvation. Free-
masonry, in fact, absolutely 
fails to meet any of the tests 
of what it is to be a religion, 
set by the late Reverend 
Professor John MacQuarrie, 
former Lady Margaret Profes-
sor of Divinity at Oxford. The 
fact that men from differ-
ent faiths can meet easily 
in harmony and friendship, 
without compromising their 
particular religious beliefs, 
demonstrates that one of 
the greatest strengths of the 
Craft, dating from its earliest 
beginnings, is that of Toler-
ance. To ensure this toler-
ance remains untroubled, of 
course, discussions of reli-
gion like discussions of poli-
tics are strictly prohibited!

Organised Freemasonry, from 
its beginnings in the late 17th 
and early 18th Centuries, 
a time of religious intoler-
ance, was always concerned 
with teaching and encourag-
ing morality. Our forefathers 
were very aware of human 
nature and its flaws, particu-
larly those of self-absorption 
and selfishness. The Craft 
sought to encourage men 
to be loyal to their country, 
to obey the law, to try to be 
better behaved, to consider 
their relations with others 
and to make themselves 
more extensively serviceable 
to their fellow men, that is to 
say their wider communities. 
In other words, to pursue a 

moral life. The ceremonies 
were used as the main means 
of teaching and illustrating 
the principles of the Craft: 
they were, and still very much 
are, a dramatic and effective 
set of morality plays.

The Craft, as a secular 
organisation, remains just as 
concerned today to encour-
age these ideals. I suggest 
that, in today’s language, we 
could articulate the funda-
mental principles to which 
our members subscribe as 
integrity, honesty, fairness, 
kindness and tolerance. 
These are principles of which 
we should be very proud and 
we should not hesitate to 
articulate them, when appro-
priate opportunities present 
themselves, to our family, 
friends and, indeed, the 
wider community in which 
we live. We should also make 
it very clear that we very 
much enjoy ourselves and 
what we do. I have no doubt 
our principles will appeal to 
those who are not masons, if 
they are aware of them. Once 
it is clearly understood that 
the nature of our ritual, often 
written in an elegant older 
style of language, is that of 
a morality play, many of the 
genuine misunderstandings 
will fall away.

The future of the Craft is 
obviously dependent on 
attracting and retaining good 
quality candidates. Our prin-
ciples, I believe, should be 
attractive to many men of 
good reputation and integ-
rity. It is very important that 

we all recommend to our 
Lodges men who we know 
subscribe to our principles, 
who we believe will enjoy 
being members of the Craft 
and who will mix happily 
with the other members of 
their individual Lodge. 

The other side of this coin 
is that we should be careful 
in our choice of candidates. 
This is something every new 
Mason is told in the Charge 
after Initiation and for a 
very good reason. Unsuit-
able candidates are likely to 
damage the Craft in general 
and their own Lodges in 
particular.

Every one of us has an impor-
tant part to play in articulat-
ing clearly what the Craft is 
and encouraging appropriate-
ly qualified candidates to be 
members. To support this, our 
soon to be announced strate-
gic communications direction, 
together with the results from 
the working party on mentor-
ing, will go a long way to help 
us to speak openly, and in an 
informed way, about Freema-
sonry. Our success will help 
to ensure Freemasonry’s long 
term future.

Jonathan Spence 
RW The Deputy Grand Master 

The cover is of Freemason and long term Lifeguard Ken White with another fully kitted member of the team on the 
Portsmouth sea front – see the article on page 6
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At the July Annual General 
Meeting of Provincial Grand 
Lodge held in the Southamp-
ton Guildhall, the Provincial 
Grand Master appointed and 
invested Jon Whitaker (photo) 
as Assistant Provincial Grand 
Master with responsibility 
for, amongst other things, 
the Gosport and Isle of Wight 
Groups of Masonic Lodges.  

Brought up and educated in 
Devon, and married to his 
very supportive wife Lynn for 
20 years,  Jon has worked for 
Sainsburys in the Hampshire 
and Berkshire region for 26 
years mainly in personnel and 
HR roles.  He became a Free-
mason at the early age of 21 

and a member of Elvetham 
Lodge which meets in Basing-
stoke.  Masonically active in 
every respect, he has since 
served his Lodge and the 
Province with distinction in a 
number of roles.  

In addition to his busy work 
schedule, Jon sits as a JP on 
the Southampton Bench in 
both the adult and youth 
courts. He is also an active 
volunteer supporter of the 
St. John Ambulance and the 
Royal British Legion, and a 
Freeman and Liveryman of 
the City of London.  

Asked for his reaction, Jon 
said that he was “delighted 

and honoured to be appoint-
ed an APGM this year and 
very pleased to be working 
with the Gosport and Isle of 
Wight Groups. I see the role 
as an opportunity to encour-
age and enthuse Brethren to 
play an active part in their 
Lodges and strengthen the 
Craft for the future.  We live in 
demanding and fast moving 
times, so we need to have an 
organisation that is attractive 
to those interested in joining, 
and one that fits in with their 
family and business commit-
ments.  The challenge is to 
adapt the way that we oper-
ate without losing our identity 
and traditions.” 

Alan Hamilton stood down as 
APGM at the AGM after five 
very active years in one of 
the top jobs and continues to 
support the Province in other 
important roles.

Ken Day

PROVINCIAL INITIATIVES 

MESSAGE FROM 
THE PROVINCIAL 
GRAND MASTER
This issue of Insight contains 
two articles which I urge all 
our readers to study. The first 
(on the opposite page) is the 
Address given by the Deputy 
Grand Master in Grand Lodge 
on the 14th September this 
year and gives an in depth 
explanation to dispel the 
misconception that Freema-
sonry is in some way incom-
patible with Christianity or 
other religions. The second 
on page 4 has been written by 
Roger Jago and provides an 
explanation of Freemasonry 
for those who are interested, 
but have a preconceived idea 
that Freemasonry is secre-
tive and perhaps irrelevant to 
them and their connections. 
Both are compulsive reading 
and endeavour to explain and 
set the record straight.

At the end of my first year 
as Provincial Grand Master 
I presided over our Annual 
Provincial Meeting at the 
Guildhall Southampton which 
was attended by representa-
tives of over 20 Provinces 

across the country. It was 
a great day, particularly for 
the 400 brethren of our Prov-
ince who were honoured with 
Provincial appointment or 
promotion.  Reciprocal visits 
amongst Provinces is an inte-
gral part of Freemasonry and 
I particularly enjoy riding to 
the more distant Provinces 
such as Cornwall and Here-
ford provided of course that 
the weather is kind; I enjoy 
their meetings too! During 
my Address to our meet-
ing (which is set out in full 
with this issue) I provided an 
update of the various initia-
tives introduced in the past 
year and there is no doubt 
that brethren across the 
Province have welcomed the 
changes and are enthusiastic 
to be involved.   

We have been encouraged 
by the amount of interest we 
have received from the public 
since the first issue of Insight 
earlier this year. Our Exhibi-
tion Unit in particular has 
been extremely busy across 

the county with a presence at 
the New Forest County Show 
and the Bournemouth Air 
Show when our little TukTuk 
vehicle first appeared – see 
page 6. This has since been 
used in support of the MacMil-
lan Nurses World’s Biggest 
Coffee Morning fund raising 
event . We have also assist-
ed the Jubilee Sailing Trust 
setting up their Southampton 
Pumpkin Festival – an exam-
ple of Freemasonry working 
in the community.   

As Provincial Grand Master I 
had a “slot” on the Alex Dyke 
Radio Solent programme when 
I answered some questions 

about Freemasonry.  There 
is a possibility of this being 
repeated with questions live 
on air over a one hour period 
later in the year and I look 
forward to the opportunity 
to tell the public more about 
Freemasonry. 

Several Open Days have been 
held at Masonic Halls across 
the county and it is gratifying 
to observe the keen interest in 
Freemasonry from members 
of the public – of all ages and 
backgrounds.  Long may that 
continue. 

Michael J Wilks 
Provincial Grand Master

ROOM AT THE TOP
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FEATURE 

In order to gain an insight 
into Freemasonry it is 
first necessary to dispel 

two of the common miscon-
ceptions about the Order 
that are regularly repeated 
in the Tabloid Press and 
appear in Books such as 
“The Brotherhood” by 
Stephen Knight.

Firstly, it is not a Secret Socie-
ty.  However, it is an exclusive 
Club and, as such, relishes 
its privacy.  Ancient signs of 
recognition, including hand-
shakes, are used during its 
meetings and the members 
prefer to keep these from 
Candidates until the appropri-
ate moment, in order to main-
tain the dramatic impact of the 
ceremonies.  However if he so 
desires, the serious research 
student can easily discover 
them on the Web or in any 
good Book Shop or Library.

Secondly, Freemasonry is not 
a religion and is not a threat to 
any particular sect.  It is multi-
racial, multi-cultural, non-
religious and non-political, 
but individual Masons must 
believe in a “Supreme Being”.  
Obligations of fidelity to the 
principles of Freemasonry are 
taken on the sacred volume 
appropriate to the beliefs of 
each Candidate.

In order to become a Freema-
son a man must usually be 
over 21 years of age (under-
graduates may enter certain 
“University” Lodges at an 
earlier age) and of good repu-
tation.  After he has been 
proposed in open Lodge and, 
in due time been approved 
by ballot he will progress 
through three ceremonies.  
The first is logically called 
“Initiation”, the second and 
third “Passing” and “Rais-
ing”.  Each of these will take 
place on a different evening 
and will involve the enact-
ment of a short play using 
long established ritual, which 
contains much symbolism 
and is couched in beautiful 
language.  In English Lodges 

the ritual is always learnt and 
recited from memory.  

Freemasonry is now the 
largest Worldwide fraternal 
organisation.  It seeks to 
instil in its members respect 
for their fellow beings and for 
the fundamentals of truth and 
virtue.  Its ceremonies draw 
upon the story of the building 
of King Solomon’s Temple 
as an allegorical framework 
for the Order’s moral code 
and symbolically uses the 
working tools of the ancient 
Stonemasons to represent its 
principles.  Thus each Brother 
hopes to gain a fuller under-
standing of human nature 
and aims to adhere to exem-
plary standards of behaviour 
in his everyday life.  Overall 
the teaching of Freemasonry 
aims to make good men even 
better.  It should be empha-
sised that membership of 
Freemasonry must never be 
used for the purpose of gain 
or advancement.  Anyone 
who abuses this rule is liable 
to disciplinary actions and, 
in appropriate cases, can be 
expelled from the Order.  

The senior English Freema-
son is the Grand Master, who 
currently is Most Worshipful 
Brother, His Royal Highness 
Prince Edward, Duke of Kent.  
To date, five Princes of the 
Royal Blood have held that 
Office. 

The business of a Lodge 
meeting follows an agenda, 
which always begins with the 
submission of the minutes 
of the previous meeting for 
approval by the members.  
Once the Master has signed 
them, he would move on to 
the other items on the Agen-
da.  A dinner, or as Masons 
call it – Festive Board – usual-
ly follows a Lodge meeting, 
at which a number of formal 
toasts are drunk.

It can be truly said that, if 
Masons have one fault, it is 
that they tend to hide their 
light under a bushel.  Charity 

is one of the principle aims 
of the Order and every year 
millions of pounds are raised 
from among its members, 
much of which is given to 
non-Masonic Charities.  In the 
first half of 2011 a total of 
£676,000 was donated to 17 
Charities and money was sent 
to aid the victims of the Chile-
an and Japanese earthquakes.  
In addition, since 2007 almost 
a million pounds has been 
donated to support the Air 
Ambulance movement.

Finally, the most common 
question posed about Free-
masonry is: “What do indi-
vidual members get out of 
their membership?”  There 
are almost as many answers 
to that question as there 
are Brethren in each Lodge.  

Some gain a spiritual and 
moral uplift from a meeting 
of like minds, others enjoy 
the ritual and sense of thea-
tre, others the ceremonial, 
others the charitable work, 
others the company and of 
course the social context 
of the after proceedings.  
However, for most Freema-
sons it is a combination of 
all these things and probably 
much more besides.

Roger Jago

WHAT NON-MASONS SHOULD 
KNOW ABOUT FREEMASONRY
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REFLECTIONS OF A 
YOUNG 
MASON

AS I SEE IT

Whilst waiting to be admit-
ted into the Lodge for the 
next step in my Masonic 
progression, a number 
of thoughts crossed my 
mind.

In my short Masonic experience the idea that Masons are 
only out to help each other up the career ladder in politics 
or society had crossed my mind; can this be true? 

My hasty conclusion was that success in life is merely a 
bi-product of being a good Freemason, but it opened up a 
wider question that has had me deep in contemplation ever 
since; what is good Freemasonry?  Are Masonic success and 
success in life the same things or does one lead to the other 
or vice versa?

Searching my somewhat limited Masonic knowledge led me 
to one of the first and best lessons I have learnt in Freema-
sonry, one that came pretty early on. I had encountered a 
young Mason who was not taking his Masonic obligations 
seriously. I was told by my mentor to consider who is better: 
a man who turns up to every meeting and is a brilliant ritual-
ist but leaves Freemasonry at the Lodge door, or a man who 
attends only when he can, who can’t perform ritual very well 
but takes Freemasonry about with him in life.

I suspect it is rather obvious, but the lesson is one all new 
brethren must confront before too long. In every meeting I 
learn more and more that Masonry is not just about perform-
ing ritual, rank, signs or symbols, rather, Masonry is about 
what you take with you about your life and work. 

Masonry has, in these two short years, given me so much. On 
the face of it I have gained fellowship and a sense of being; 
it has brought people into my life who are not just good 
friends or good brothers but good role models and good 
mentors inside and outside the Lodge. Masonry has given 
me the opportunity to teach, but above all the opportunity 
to learn. Masonry has made me a more dedicated worship-
per, a better sibling and a better son. By instilling the value 
of hard work for better rewards Masonry has made me more 
studious and focused my mind on potential career paths.

More important than all of these combined, Masonry has 
given me more reason to stand up straight and be proud 
because Masonry has made me a better, more morally 
concerned person. It has given me people who care for me 
and people I care for. 

Masonic success and success in life are the same. Not the 
type of success that is measured in fast cars, big houses or 
gold braid but the type of success that is measured in those 
more intangible things that make our lives worth living. 
Charity, fellowship, self exploration, self realisation, moral 
virtues. These do not define successful Masons but success-
ful people. Masonry feeds and strengthens what, for many, 
already exists and therein lies its most precious value. 

John King – Southampton University Lodge

WITH A LITTLE HELP 
FROM MY FRIENDS

 

JOLLY’S LTD 
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SUPPLIERS OF FINE REGALIA 
BOOKS FOR FREEMASONS 

MINUTE BOOKS FOR LODGE & CHAPTER 
MASONIC POCKET DIARY  

 

Tel: 01202 680395 or e-mail: jollysltd@btinternet.com 
 

PLEASE RING FOR OUR LATEST PRICE LIST 
ALL MAJOR CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

 

Although Jim is confined to a wheelchair this has not 
in any way prevented him in realising his wish to 
become a Freemason. He writes.

Both of my uncles Bill and Bob Rennie are Masons. Bob had told 
me how good Freemasonry is and how much I’d enjoy it, espe-
cially socialising and meeting new people. He explained that 
Freemasonry is steeped in history knowing that this is one of 
my interests and also about the Royal Gloucester Lodge which is 
one of the earliest Lodges having received its Warrant in 1772. 

I also heard from Bob and another friend Roy about the good 
work Freemasons do for charity. Helping others made me want 
to be a part of such a noble organisation. 

Roy informed me that I had many of the attributes required 
of a Mason and offered to be my Proposer into Masonry. I did 
think that my disability might be an obstacle but I was wrong. 
Everyone has been really helpful finding ways to get around 
the parts of the ceremony I wasn’t physically able to do. The 
best part of the evening of my initiation was how friendly and 
welcoming everyone was. It was an experience I shall never 
forget and I look forward to many years in Freemasonry.

Jim Hume - Royal Gloucester Lodge
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Our cover features 
Freemason and long 
term Lifeguard, Ken 

White, with another fully 
kitted member of the team 
on the Portsmouth sea 
front.

District Judge Ken’s forty 
years dedicated service to 
the cause of lifesaving has 
been recognised by the 
award of the MBE in the 
Queen’s Birthday Honours. 
Ken first became involved in 
lifesaving when he moved to 
Portsmouth in 1969, to work 
as an articled clerk in a local 
firm of solicitors, RV Stokes 
& Co. His future wife, Anne, 
whom he married in 1971, 
was a keen swimmer and 
on giving up active compe-
tition, joined Portsmouth 
and Southsea Voluntary Life-
guards. Ken joined as well, 

soon becoming involved in 
administration and eventu-
ally their Chairman. 

He continued to work with 
the Royal Lifesaving Society, 
first at branch level, covering 
Hampshire, Dorset and Wilt-
shire, then in the Southern 
Region. He was elected onto 
the national body and became 
Chairman of the National Life-
guard Committee, which sets 
standards, oversees training 
and validates qualifications 
and awards.

In 1998 he was elected Chair-
man of the RLSS Manage-
ment Board which, at that 
time, was struggling finan-
cially. By applying business 
principles to the work of the 
charitable institution Ken 
was instrumental in turning 
things around and at the end 

of his term they had a turno-
ver of £2½ million a year. Ken 
went on to be a member of 
the board of the European 
Federation and later the world 
body, the International Life-
saving Federation. His work 
in connection with lifesaving 
has taken him all over the 
world. Ken is currently the 
President of Portsmouth & 
Southsea Lifeguards and his 
wife, Anne, is Chairman.

The aim of the Royal Life-
saving Society to safeguard 
lives in, on and near water, 
by informing and educating 
everyone about water safety 
and resuscitation and train-
ing people in water rescue. 
Ken sees a great compatibil-
ity between the principles of 
Freemasonry (Brotherly Love, 
Relief & Truth) and Lifesaving. 
The motto of the Royal Life-

saving Society being: ‘Quem-
cunque Miserum Videris 
Hominem Scias’ – ‘Whomever 
you see in distress recognise 
in him a fellow man’.

To find out more about the 
Royal Lifesaving Society visit 
their website: 
http://rlssonline.com

Tony Newing

AROUND THE PROVINCE

This little beauty was 
found gathering dust 
and dirt in a builder’s 

workshop by a colleague 
from Dorset; he immedi-
ately saw some potential 
and we set to work on an 
exciting new project that 
after a lot of work came 
to fruition when I drove it 
during an afternoon and 
evening through the streets 
of Boscombe and Bourne-
mouth drawing more atten-
tion to our organisation 
than I have ever achieved 
in the past.

It was subsequently driven 
around by a team of both 
Hampshire and Dorset Free-
masons promoting our pres-
ence at Bournemouth Air 
Festival. It then featured at 
the Romsey Show in Septem-
ber carrying a running video, 
kindly put together by Guy 
Sudron, on the two 50 inch 
plasma screens.

Look out for our new venture 
bringing Freemasonry into 
the Community.

Barry  Preece

We have recently 
launched a public-
facing website 

specifically designed for any 
member of the public who 
is interested in finding out 
more about Freemasonry 
in our Province. This can be 
found at: www.Hampshire-
Freemasonry.com   

This site has been designed 
to be highly attractive to 
enquiring non-Masons, 
answering the typical ques-
tions they may have about 
our Fraternity, what it 
involves and more espe-
cially what membership will 
come to mean to them and 
their families - in essence 
the “Value of Freemasonry”. 
It includes information on 
our work within the Commu-
nity as well as providing 
details of local events where 
members of the public can 
find out more about Free-
masonry within our Province 
and meet members of the 
Exhibition team. 

We will also be adding a 
number of social media 
links to the site in the next 
few months, as we build our 
own Twitter and Facebook 
presence, to attract new 
members and enhance our 
online communities.

In order for us to interact 
more effectively with non-
Masons online, we have set 
up a Digital Media Team with 
a broad range of digital and 
online skills. This will enable 
us to incorporate the many 
different online channels 
into our everyday communi-
cations programme.

If you have items of news 
or any suggestions relat-
ing to our online presence, 
which you think might be of 
interest to the Digital Media 
team, please forward these 
to the Provincial Webmaster 
– webmaster@Hampshire-
Freemasonry.com

Rod Armitage

THE SEA SHALL NOT HAVE THEM

A WEB PAGE
FOR THE PUBLIC

A REAL HEAD TURNER
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On the 10th July 1843 
the Foundation 
Stone of the South 

Hants Infirmary was laid 
at a site on the outskirts 
of Southampton by W. Bro. 
Thomas Trew, the Worship-
ful Master of the Royal 
Gloucester Lodge. The Infir-
mary eventually became the 
Royal South Hants Hospi-
tal, which was severely 
damaged in WW II, being 
later demolished. The origi-
nal Foundation Stone was 
discovered during altera-
tions to the car parking 
area at the present Hospi-
tal, during May 2007. Found 
also was a glass vial contain-
ing the original coins and 
a handbill describing the 
event, the vial having been 
deposited within the stone. 

The Friends of RSH Hospital 
Chapel held a Members Event 
Day on the 12th May 2011to 
perform a Re-laying of the 
Foundation Stone. Assistant 
Provincial Grand Master Alan 

Hamilton and his wife Barbara 
attended the meeting.

Details of the events that took 
place in 1843 were read out 
and at the appropriate time 
the original Maul and Trowel 
were presented to Alan who 
re-enacted the part of Thomas 
Trew as the stone was re-laid, 
quoting the exact words used 
during the original ceremony. 
A plaque to commemorate 
the event will eventually be 
placed alongside the stone. 

On completion of the Cere-
mony, Alan Hamilton spoke 
about the philanthropic 
nature and charitable aims 
of Freemasonry and present-
ed a cheque to Mrs. Sally 
Greenwood, chair of the 
Friends of the RSH Chapel 
who thanked him for his 
part in the proceedings and 
for all the support already 
given by the Freemasons of 
Southampton.

Roger Jenkins

For the fourth consecu-
tive year, The Freema-
sons’ Grand Charity 

has donated to the 
Hampshire & Isle of Wight 
Air Ambulance. 

Once again Graham Williams 
was on hand to present  a 
cheque for £4000 as part of 
the total of £192,000 which 
Air Ambulance and equivalent 

rescue services around the 
country will receive bringing 
the full amount spent in this 
category since 2007 to nearly 
£1 million. 

All this is in addition the 
smaller contributions that 
various private Lodges have 
donated over the past years.

Eric Moody

A LITTLE PIECE OF HISTORY

Deputy Provincial 
Grand Master Graham 
Williams was delighted 

to present a donation from 
The Freemason’s Grand 
Charity to the Treloar Trust 
last June.  

Speaking about the dona-
tion Provincial Grand Master 
Michael Wilks said: “Treloar’s 
provides much needed assist-
ance to hundreds of young 
people who benefit enormous-
ly from Treloar’s care. Hamp-
shire Freemasons are delighted 
to be able to assist the Trust 
with this £50,000 grant and 
hope that it helps bring happi-
ness and enjoyment to young 
people at Treloar’s for many 
years to come.”

Sophie Davies, Trust 
and Corporate Fundrais-
ing Manager commented 
“Treloar’s provides educa-
tion, care, therapy, medical 
support and independence 
training to over 250 young 
people with physical disa-
bilities from all over the UK 
each year. Between them, 
our students have over 40 
different disabilities, most 

commonly, Cerebral Palsy, 
Muscular Dystrophy and 
Spina Bifida. 

A £50,000 grant from the 
Freemason’s Grand Charity 
will be used to cover 66% of 
the construction and fitting 
out costs of a new Design 
and Technology Room in the 
new Teaching block. Here 
students can have the oppor-
tunity to study Design & Tech-
nology, an opportunity which 
would often be denied them 
in mainstream education.

The room is spacious and 
suitable for students in large 
powered wheelchairs at 
approximately 110 square 
metres and will have height 
adjustable work benches and 
work areas to enable access 
for all students. There will 
also be a separate room where 
larger machinery will be kept.

The new room will offer a 
spacious, modern and fit for 
purpose environment for our 
students to safely have their 
lessons and we are so grate-
ful to the Freemasons for this 
astounding generosity”

HELPING DISABLED 
YOUNGSTERS

Architect’s impression of the new Teaching Block

HAMPSHIRE AIR AMBULANCE

AROUND THE PROVINCE

www.hiowmasons.org 7 Insight • Autumn 2011
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CARING IN THE COMMUNITY

Freemason Paul Phillips 
has been recognised 
for his contribution 

towards first aid with St. 
John Ambulance by being 
invested into the Order of St 
John at a special ceremony 
in the Order’s historic 12th 
century Priory Church in 
Clerkenwell, London.

Members are invited if they 
have shown exceptional 
service to its key founda-
tions – one of which is St John 
Ambulance, the nation’s lead-
ing first aid charity. The Order 
of St John is a Royal Order of 
Chivalry and each recipient is 
approved by Her Majesty the 
Queen, its Sovereign Head. 

Paul was invested into the 
Order of St. John as a Serv-
ing Brother. He has been with 
the charity for 31 years and 
is currently President of the 

Fareham Division. His first aid 
experiences include giving 
advice over the telephone to 
a lady whose husband had 
stopped breathing after a 
heart attack. Paul was able to 
successfully talk her through 
giving CPR (cardio pulmonary 
resuscitation). 

Being married with two chil-
dren, the eldest is a Cadet, 
Paul says that his most 
exciting experience was as 
a Cadet when he met HRH 
The Princess Royal when she 
officially opened the Hamp-
shire St. John Headquarters in 
Winchester. Paul was present-
ed with a certificate by HRH 
in recognition for over 1,000 
hours of voluntary service. 

Prior, Rodney Green who 
conducted the Investiture 
Service, said: ‘I’m delighted 
to invest Paul into the Order 

of St John. He has been 
honoured in recognition of 
his dedicated service to St 
John Ambulance, which is 
committed to making sure 
no one dies through a lack of 
first aid training. Paul said; ‘It 
was completely unexpected. 
I’ve been fortunate to work 
with an extremely supportive, 
community spirited team who 
have enabled me to be effec-
tive in my various roles.’

The Order of St. John is one 
of the world’s oldest chari-
ties and traces its origins 
back 900 years to the Knights 
Hospitaller, and the first 
Hospital of St John in Jerusa-
lem in 1078. Its international 
history and work is show-
cased in the Museum of the 
Order of St.John in Clerken-
well, London.

In 2010 Phil Husbands of 
Brook House Lodge first 
heard of the Myasthenia 

Gravis Association (MGA). 
This association supports 
a charity tackling this little 
known disease which is 
similar to Multiple Sclero-
sis. Myasthenia Gravis, 
often referred to as the 
“Rag Doll” syndrome, is an 
auto-immune disease which 

is characterized by fluctu-
ating, sometimes fatal, 
muscle weakness. Treat-
ment is by Plasmapheresis 
machine (pictured) that 
removes plasma from the 
blood and replaces it with 
new plasma fluid.

The objective is to raise 
awareness and over £30,000 
annually to finance a dedi-

cated MG nurse, resident in 
Southampton General Hospi-
tal; one of only six nurses in 
the country. 

Brook House Lodge and the 
Hampshire & IOW Masonic 
Grand Charity, each donat-
ed £500 towards the salary 
of the nurse.  Phil delivered 
these sums personally. 

George Mars

Mr Owen Sparrow, 
a top neuro-
logical surgeon, 

specialises in a condition 
known as Trigeminal 
Neuralgia, and performs 30 Microvascular decompression 
operations every year and has been fundraising for a vital 
piece of operating equipment to enable a higher level of 
safety for this procedure. This condition is most common 
in the west and is suffered by tens of thousands of people 
worldwide. 

Paul Darlaston, a Past Master of Ariel Lodge, had this opera-
tion and has now presented Mr. Sparrow with a donation from 
the Hants & Isle of Wight Masonic Charity. Mr Sparrow said 
that the equipment will also assist in Spinal Cord Monitoring 
and Tumour work; and thanked Paul for the donation which 
will help to achieve the goal by the end of the year and make 
so many lives more comfortable.

Paul Darlaston

TOP SURGEON 
NEARER HIS 
TARGET

ORDER OF
ST. JOHN

The Hampshire and Isle of Wight Masonic Grand Char-
ity and Needles Lodge recently funded a 4-wheel electric 
scooter for IOW Shopmobility. 

The scooter was handed over 
to Bob Stringer, Shopmo-
bility’s Treasurer, by David 
Baggaley at the charity’s 
HQ in Newport. Also attend-
ing were John Martin, Peter 
Tautz, Tony Searles, (Coast-
al Mobility who supplied the 
scooter), and Jude Ashley-
Walker, IOW Shopmobility’s 
Project Manager.

Shopmobility loans manual 
wheelchairs, powered wheel-
chairs and electric scooters 
to members of the public 
who have mobility issues. There is an annual membership fee 
and a small charge for day or half-day loan.

John H. Martin - Needles Lodge

MASONS SUPPORT SHOPMOBILITY

PLASMA EXCHANGE DONATION
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The Abbey
Abbey Road, Great Malvern, Worcestershire WR14 3ET
t 01684 892332  f 01684 897898  e abbey@sarova.co.uk sarova.com

MASONIC AND  
LADIES FESTIVALS
The Abbey  Great Malvern | Worcestershire

The Abbey Hotel in Great Malvern, Worcestershire  
offer Masonic and Ladies Festivals packages and can tailor 
make any event for you. Our dedicated events co-ordinator 
will take you through every step of the way.
An array of function suites are available at the hotel for you to choose from  
to make sure you have a memorable experience.

Packages start from only £135.00 per person for the weekend  
(sharing a twin or double room).

The Abbey’s setting is one of the most perfect in the country, close to many cities, 
yet in the heart of the countryside at the foot of the Malvern Hills.

Tax Planning Accountancy Tax Compliance
Business Advisors Strategic Planning

Company Secretarial Payroll
Corporate/Personal Finance Free Consultation

Fixed Fee available

Tax Specialists

Are you paying too much Tax?

www.lashmars.co.uk

t.01590 688838
Visit our web site to receive our FREE Email Newsletter

Palamos House, 66-67 High Street
Lymington SO41 9AL

e. info@lashmars.co.uk
BritishMarine
Federation
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SUPPORT FOR THE YOUNGSTERS

Kings Court Lodge 
hosted their Annual 
Young Persons Awards 

presentations last May. 

The Awards recognise 
achievement made by young 
people living in the Chandlers 
Ford area, particularly if the 
difference they have made in 
the community, school, club 
or society is going unnoticed 
or un-rewarded.

Examples could be overcom-
ing a disability or working 
with the elderly or helping 
others inside or outside of 
school or just being the type 
of person who always works 
hard but never gets noticed. 
It was heartening to see the 
young people being proud 
to be recognised for their 
achievement in front of the 
120 strong audience. 

Assistant Provincial Grand 
Master Geoff Tuck (photo)
addressed the large audience, 
explaining the values of Free-
masonry and its benefits to 
society and giving examples 
of donations made to local 
charities involved with young 
people.

The Deputy Mayor of Eastleigh, 
Councillor Wayne Irish, said 
how happy he was to encour-
age young people to be good 
role models. 

MC Terry Nye asked the 
young people to take away a 
simple message: “What you 
get out of life is only what you 
put in. If you work hard, help 
your friends and neighbours 
and treat those around you 
fairly, you become a better 
person and develop to your 
full potential.”

Terry Nye

The Masonic Trout 
and Salmon Fishing 
Charity (Hants and 

Isle of Wight Branch) has 
entertained 36 children 
with learning disabilities at 
Meon Spring Trout Fishery 
twice in the recent past.

On the first day we all got 
soaked but the smiles of the 
kids provided all the sunshine 
needed. Every child caught a 
fish, including an impressive 
6lb 8ozs Trout. 

Deputy Provincial Grand 
Master Graham Williams and 
his wife Ann attended and 
were joined by the 
Master of the spon-
soring Lodge of 
Concord, Bob Bidder 
and his wife Linda 
in welcoming the 
children and their 
carers and  present-
ing the certificates. 
All enjoyed the BBQ 
lunch cooked by 
local Freemasons 
and their wives.

On the second day 
we had sunshine 
and high tempera-
tures all day. Again 
everyone caught 

fish and Assistant Provincial 
Grand Master Les Hipwell and 
his wife Tricia and Jim Steele 
the Worshipful Master of Beach 
Lodge, who sponsored that 
day, presented the certificates 
to the smiling children. Again 
Freemasons and their wives 
came along to cook the lunch 
and prepare for the children. 

A total of 57 trout were caught 
by the children and prepared 
for them to take home for tea 
along with recipes and instruc-
tions on how to prepare and 
cook them.

Jim Steele

Our photo is of 
Morris McColl of the 
Muscliffe Dynamos, 

a Bournemouth Youth 
Football Team, who have 
received support from 
Cerdic Lodge and our 
Provincial Grand Charity. 

Muscliffe Dynamos was set up 
by Mason Tom Morris when 
his grandson and school 
friends were unable to find 
spaces in local teams. Tom 
approached Cerdic Lodge 
who made an initial donation 
to help set up the team with 
kit, nets and balls.

Provincial Grand Charity 
chipped in with winter train-
ing Jackets and practice goal 
posts. 

With other charities benefiting 
from donations, members of 

the Muscliffe Dynamos were 
able to attend the Bourne-
mouth Masonic Group annual 
Freemasonry in the Commu-
nity evening in June to receive 
a presentation cheque from 
the Provincial Grand Master.

Peter Martin

YOUNG
PERSONS 
AWARDS

CHALLENGED BY THE FLY

ON THE BALLSTARLIGHT EXPRESS
In August celebity star Emma Samms (General Hospital 
and Dynasty) graciously received donations from Les 
Ballard representing Bishopswood Lodge and the Provin-
cial Grand Charity to support the work of the Starlight 
Foundation.

Starlight brightens the lives of seriously and terminally ill 
children by granting them once-in-a-lifetime wishes and 
providing entertainment for children in hospitals and hospic-
es throughout the United Kingdom. All Starlight’s activities 
are aimed at distracting children from the pain, fear and 
isolation they can often feel as a result of their illnesses

Together with healthcare professionals, Starlight runs a 
programme of year-round entertainment and distraction 
which helps over 500,000 children every year who are hospi-
talised for whatever reason. 

On the day and despite the terrible weather Starlight did 
their best to keep the children entertained and used a giant 
marquee to shelter around 400 children from the rain. The 
children were entertained by clowns, a small farmyard and 
with face painting.

Jack Ballard
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SUPPORT FOR THE YOUNGSTERS

It’s now 25 years since the 
Chernobyl nuclear disas-
ter and more than 400 

children have been brought 
over to Andover to enjoy 
a month of hospitality by 
the Chernobyl Children’s 
Lifeline. This year Ariel 
Lodge and our Provincial 
Grand Charity contributed to 
the cost of flying 11 young 
children over to enjoy a 
month of rehabilitation with 
host families in the area.

Joan Parsonage, Chairwoman 
for the Charity explained, 
“This very substantial contri-
bution has enabled us to bring 
the children here, not only to 
enjoy the hospitality of their 
host families but to breathe 
fresh air and eat healthy food. 
Statistics have shown that 
a month here in Hampshire 
can prolong a child’s life for 
as much as three years once 
their immune systems are 
recharged. Generosity from 
organisations such as the 

Hampshire Freemasons will 
enable us to continue to give 
this support to more and 
more children in the future.”

David Stagg, of Ariel Lodge 
and his wife Yvonne have 
hosted a family on four occa-
sions and realise just how 
much these trips mean to the 
children. He said “As a Mason 
I am pleased to be part of 
such a worthwhile project and 
will continue to give it my full 
support.”

Our photo shows the chil-
dren at Finkley Down Farm, 
a moment for them to enjoy 
themselves as all children 
should.

Roy Quin

A good time was had 
by all at a party for 
children from Cherno-

byl in Russia as part of a 
holiday on the Isle of Wight 
organised by the Isle of 
Wight Chernobyl Children’s 
Lifeline. My family and 
I were invited to attend 
following a donation from 
St. Boniface Lodge and the 
Provincial Grand Charity 
earlier this year. 

The area around Chernobyl in 
Russia is still suffering badly 
from the after-effects of the 
nuclear accident in 1984, with 
children particularly hard hit. 

The Chernobyl Children’s 
Lifeline provides an opportu-
nity for these children to have 
a much needed break in the 
UK. However they rely entirely 
on donations for all aspects 
of their travel from Russia and 

their support 
during the stay 
with volunteer 
host families.

The Chairman 
of the Isle of 
Wight Branch, 
Paul Smith, was 
delighted by the 
Masonic support 
and how much it 
had contributed 
to the success of 
this year’s visit.

Jim Williams

FROM RUSSIA WITH LOVE
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Sherlock Holmes is surely 
the most celebrated 
fictional detective of all 

time,  (supporters of Agatha 
Christie need not respond!) 
but what of his creator?

Our interest will be focussed 
on Doyle’s Masonic connec-
tions, but first I present a 
‘potted history’.

Arthur Conan Doyle was born 
in Edinburgh on 22 May 1859.  
His father Charles worked as 
assistant to the surveyor in the 
Scottish Office of Works and 
so we can perhaps claim that 
the young Arthur had a back-
ground of operative masonry!  
The Doyles were a strongly 
Catholic family and Arthur 
was educated at Hodder, the 
preparatory school for Stony-
hurst which latter school he 
entered in 1870.  He passed 
his matriculation examination 
with honours in 1875 and 
then spent a year at a Jesuit 
school at Feldkirch in Austria 
before enrolling at Edinburgh 
University to study medicine.  
It was there that he met Dr. 
Joseph Bell on whom the char-
acter of Sherlock Holmes is 
largely based.

Like so many members of 
Phoenix Lodge he had a 
connection with seafaring – 
he served as ship’s doctor on 
an Arctic whaler in 1880 and 
on a cargo steamer to West 
Africa in the following year.

After a brief period in medical 
practice in Plymouth, Doyle 
set up his own practice in 
Southsea in 1882.  There he 
produced the first Sherlock 
Holmes stories “A Study in 
Scarlet” and “The Sign of Four” 
and also wrote the historical 
novel “The White Company”.

He married Louise Hawkins in 
1885.  Their daughter, Mary 

Louise was born in 1889 and 
son Kingsley in 1892, the year 
after Doyle had left his South-
sea practice.  He went first 
to Vienna to study eye medi-
cine but did not persevere 
with this and, after returning 
to London, soon decided to 
give up medicine and write 
full-time.  Apart from the 
Holmes stories Doyle wrote 
many other works of fiction 
and history but it is for the 
Great Detective that he is best 
remembered.

In 1895 he purchased land 
at Hindhead where he built 
Undershaw.  Latterly this 
became a restaurant and its 
future use is currently under 
consideration.

The Second Boer War began in 
1899.  Doyle, then forty, volun-
teered for service but was not 
accepted.  In 1900, however, 
he joined the Langman Field 
Hospital and sailed for South 
Africa where he served until 
after the capture of Pretoria, 
returning home in July.

Having stood unsuccessfully 
for Parliament in the 1900 
General Election as a Union-
ist (Conservative) candidate 
in central Edinburgh, Doyle 
was Knighted in 1902 – he 
did not initially enthuse at 
this accolade, indeed, years 
later in one of the last of the 
Sherlock Holmes stories “The 
Three Garridebs”, Watson 
mentions in passing that 
Holmes had refused a Knight-
hood and named the year – it 
was 1902.

Louise Doyle died in 1906 
and the following year Arthur 
married Jean Leckie.

At the outbreak of the Great 
War Doyle, then aged 55, 
again volunteered for active 
service – rejected, he imme-
diately organised in Crowbor-
ough, a civilian group called 
“The Volunteers”.  When this 
was replaced by a more offi-
cial body he became Private 
Doyle of the Crowborough 
Company of the 6th Royal 
Sussex Volunteer Regiment. 
As Deputy Lieutenant for 
Surrey, he visited the British, 

French and Italian fronts in 
1916 and in 1918 was in the 
Australian section of the line 
at the Battle of St. Quentin.

Doyle’s son Kingsley died of 
pneumonia in October 1918 
having been badly wounded 
on the Somme.  This, and the 
death in the following year 
of Sir Arthur’s brother Innes, 
a Brigadier General, also of 
pneumonia, must have added 
force to Doyle’s belief in spir-
itualism which was to domi-
nate his later years although 
he had already joined the 
Psychical Research Society 
in 1893 and announced his 
“conversion” to spiritualism in 
the psychic magazine “Light” 
in 1916.  This belief led him, 
for a time, into friendship 
with the great escapologist 
Harry Houdini.

It might be said the Doyle was 

not at ease in the “new world” 
following the Great War 
although his daughter, Jean, 
has recalled that he used to 
enjoy listening to his son 
Denis’ jazz records and being 
driven very fast in both his 
sons’ racing cars. This again 
reflected his sporting inter-
ests – in 1911 he had taken 
part in a motor race called 
Prince Henry’s tour from 
Germany to London. 

He died on 7 July 1930.

When I was Secretary of Phoe-
nix Lodge I often received 
enquiries about his Masonic 
activities but information 
seems sparse.

Arthur Conan Doyle was initi-
ated in Phoenix Lodge on 26 
January 1887 when he was a 
Doctor of Medicine aged 27 
and living in Southsea.  He 

FAMOUS MASONS
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was proposed by W D (later Sir 
William Davis) King, a Deputy 
Lieutenant of Hampshire, and 
seconded by J (later Sir John) 
Brickwood – Brewer.  

It is believed that he resigned 
in 1889 but in 1901 was 
elected an Honorary Member 
of St Mary’s Chapel No 1 Edin-
burgh, under the Grand Lodge 
of Scotland.  There is also 
evidence that he attended a 
‘scratch’ (should this be ‘Scot-
tish’?) Lodge in Bloemfontein 
during the Boer War.

On 22 January 1902, Doyle 
was proposed as a (re-) Join-
ing Member of Phoenix by 
Bro A H Wood (his Secretary) 
and was seconded by the 
then WM W Bro H H Fellgate.  
By this time, of course, he 
was living at Hindhead.  He 
was elected on the 26 Febru-
ary 1902 and attended at the 
Installation of W Bro Major 
A H Wood – schoolmaster – 
on 28 December 1903. It is 
said that Major Wood was the 
model for Dr Watson.

How did Freemasonry touch 
his writings?  Unlike his 
contemporary, Rudyard 
Kipling, there is little overt 
reference to the Craft in the 
Holmes stories but here are a 
few examples.

In a “Study in Scarlet” Holmes 
refers to the case of the death 
of Enoch J Drebber, among 
his effects being a “Gold ring 
with Masonic device” and in 
“The Adventure of the Retired 
Colourman” Holmes’ rival as 
a private detective – Barker 
– wears “a large Masonic tie-
pin”.

In “The Red Headed League” 
Holmes introduces Dr Watson 
to a client Mr Jabez Wilson 
– “Beyond the obvious facts 
that he has at some time done 
manual labour, that he takes 
snuff, that he is a Freemason, 
that he has been in China, and 
that he has done a consider-
able amount of writing lately, 
I can deduce nothing else”.  
This was not, however, one of 
Holmes’ greatest deductions 

for he tells Mr Wilson “…. 
rather against the strict rules 
of your order, you use an arc 
and compass breastpin”.

In a later story “The Adventure 
of the Norwood Builder”, on 
meeting John Hector McFar-
lane, Holmes observes “You 
mentioned your name as if 
I should recognize it, but I 
assure you that, beyond the 
obvious facts that you are a 
bachelor, a solicitor, a Freema-
son, and an asthmatic, I know 
nothing whatever about you”.

Dr Watson does not seem over-
ly impressed for he comments 
“Familiar as I was with my 
friend’s methods, it was not 
difficult for me to follow his 
deductions, and to observe 
the untidiness of attire, the 
sheaf of legal papers, the 
watch charm, and the breath-
ing which had prompted them.  
Our client, however, stared in 
amazement”.

There is now a small plaque 
commemorating our Brother 

in the upstairs corridor in the 
Phoenix Lodge Rooms.  This 
was unveiled by Mrs Georgina 
Doyle (the widow of Doyle’s 
nephew John) who was most 
helpful to this writer in the 
preparation of a Paper on 
Doyle and his great contem-
porary, Kipling.

Brian Bellinger

Tony Foote, Master of 
Temple Lodge 65 in West-
port Connecticut USA made 
a special visit to his Mother 
Lodge earlier this year, accom-
panied by a delegation which 
included the Grand Master of 
the State of Connecticut MW 

Bro James McWain, his Deputy 
RW Bro Gary Arseneau and five 
other Brethren. On his visit the 
Grand Master explained how 
things are done differently 
in the USA, largely based on 
Scottish Freemasonry.

Alan Milling

The PGM and Master of Southsea Lodge John Reid greet 
MW Bro. James McWain, and RW Bro. Gary Arseneau 

HANDS ACROSS THE POND
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CHARITY MATTERS

Not too long ago on South West Trains we had the 
old compartment and corridor coaches which 
Hampshire Masons boarded at Waterloo after 

attending meetings in London. On one occasion five of 
us boarded at around 9.30pm on our way back to the 
New Forest area and were fortunate enough to get the 
last empty compartment where we settled in with our 
traditional Masonic cases stowed on the overhead rack. 

Shortly before departure we could not help noticing a very 
attractive young lady walking down the platform looking into 
the compartments for a place to sit. A little while later this 
iconic young lady came back to our compartment, slid open 
the door and asked if she could occupy the remaining one 
seat. With ten hands offering to put her brief case on the 
rack she sat down on the seat adjacent to the sliding door. 

A spell of quiet elapsed before I ventured to ask my brothers 
if they would like a coffee and took the opportunity to ask the 
young lady if she would like one too. With a charming smile 
she stood up and opening the sliding door said in an insisting 
manner said “Yes, but please let me get you all one”. 

Needless to say we all interjected with “Please sit down” and 
“We will get you them” but she said “As Masons I owe you 
all” and was off down the corridor. Naturally whilst she was 
away we entered into much speculation. On her return she 
advised us that she was a senior city banking executive, 
owing much to having had a first class education funded 
by the Royal Masonic Institution for Girls and achieving a 
University Scholarship for Cambridge. 

Over coffee she told us her story of being brought up in 
a poor area of Southampton with an out of work father, a 
Freemason, who had successfully petitioned for her to go 
to the Masonic School for Girls. She repeatedly thanked us 
and admitted how much safer she felt travelling alone with 
obvious Freemasons (kindly faces, pin stripes and black ties 
etc.). We, in turn, felt proud of our support for what was 
to become the Royal Masonic Trust for Girls and Boys that 
funds these places for children of Freemasons and where 
space allows for those of non-Masons. 

What better reason to further support for the Royal Masonic 
Trust for Girls and Boys. 

Ken Warren  
Lodge of Unity

STRANGERS  
ON A TRAIN

We are just over a year into our Festival in support of the 
Royal Masonic Trust for Girls and Boys and the result of 
your generosity is astounding. At the one year point we 
have raised or committed £2.62 million which will go 
towards relieving poverty and advancing education through 
the work of the Trust which aims to provide assistance not 
only to the children of distressed Freemasons but also, 
where funds permit, to assist other children.

RMTGB is such a worthy cause whose work and activities 
extend far beyond the Masonic family. Over the last year 
they have supported other charities through the Stepping 
Stones scheme, helping reduce child poverty in the wider 
community, breaking down barriers to education for disad-
vantaged youngsters. The RMTGB’s subsidiary charity Life-

lites continues in its mission to help enhance the lives of 
children cared for in every children’s hospice throughout 
the country by providing computer and other equipment. 
The Trust also continues to support the Choral Bursary 
Scheme for children wishing to join a cathedral choir or 
choral foundation.

Within the Masonic family we hear many heart rending 
stories of youngsters helped by the Trust, the following 
article being typical of the feedback we receive, often 
many years later from those who, at the time appreciate 
but cannot say thank you to those providing help when 
needed most.

Geoff Tuck Festival Appeals Director

Two teams of Hampshire Masons from Loddon Lodge 
in Basingstoke and Anton Lodge in Andover set off in 
late June to complete one of the toughest challenges 

undertaken in the British Isles by any climber.

Known as The Three peaks Challenge, it entails climbing to the 
peaks of Ben Nevis in Scotland, Scaffel Pike in the Lake District 
and Snowdon in Wales, all within 24 hours.

Climbing on different weekends we encountering vastly differ-
ent weather conditions. The Loddon team faced snow on Ben 
Nevis, rain and cold winds on Scaffel Pike and finished off 
on Snowdon with bright sunshine while the Anton Team had 
sunny weather all the way. Some people have all the luck!

Having completed the Challenge both teams can declare a 
massive success by raising over £8,500 for a number Charities 
throughout Hampshire and Isle of Wight.

Roy Quin

CHARITY AT ITS PEAK

Enjoying the sunshine on Ben Nevis

For more information on Freemasonry in  
Hampshire and Isle of Wight  
take a look at our website at  

www.hiowmasons.org 
or phone the Provincial Office on  

02380 261555



Every year the Royal Arch Masons of Hampshire and 
Isle of Wight choose a charity, usually a Hospice, 
within the county that they would like to support 

and for the last twelve months it has been the Countess 
of Brecknock Hospice in Andover. 

Throughout the time donations have been made by the major-
ity of the 89 Chapters and specifically a Christmas Fayre was 
held, a Quiz evening on April 1st when over 100 attended, and 
in May a sponsored walk centred on the Andover Rugby Club. 

A Grand Total of 
over £23,000 was 
raised enabling the 
wages of a nurse at 
the Hospice to be 
funded for a year.

Provincial Chapter found an 
excellent way in which to 
celebrate All Fools Day this 
year by organizing a tripar-
tite quiz at Sindlesham in 
Berkshire between our Province and the Provinces of Berk-
shire and Buckinghamshire. All 12 Principals and Deputies 
participated in a knock out competition while there was also 
a set of 20 questions on each table. Over 150 attended from 
the three Provinces.

Alan Berman, our new MEGS, 
won the individual competi-
tion while the Hampshire 
and Isle of Wight Provincial 
table also performed well 
raising a total of £885 for 
the Countess of Brecknock 
Hospice. A grand total of 
£1630 was raised with the 
balance being shared by 
the other two Provinces for 
their nominated charities. 
It was truly a unique and 
very enjoyable evening.

Alan Berman presented the 
cheque to the Countess of 
Brecknock Hospice Trust Director, Susan Redhead 
and met Nurse Debbie Calder (photo) who explained how the 
Hospice supports people who are at the end of their lives and 
provides respite care to give the patients carers a break. 

Debbie explained a typical day in the life of a Hospice nurse 
and with Sarah took Alan and the Companions of St. Huberts 
Chapter who had attended the presentation on a fascinating 
and thought provoking guided tour of the Hospice.
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ROYAL ARCH

To mark the end of many years of dedicated service to 
the Royal Arch in our Province, Companions and other 
invited guests together with their ladies and of course 

Roger’s wife Sue, gathered on HMS Warrior in Portsmouth’s 
Historic Dockyard last June to “dine out” Roger Jago, our 
retiring Most Excellent Grand Superintendent. 

Exactly 200 attended and it was a very memorable occasion. 
Companion Roger spoke of his very happy and worthwhile 
years leading the Royal Arch  in this Province and was present-
ed with a cheque, which subsequently enabled him to take Sue 
on two exceptional holidays to Dorset and Worcester. He was 
also given a presentation sword (photo). 

The sun shone for the reception on the deck and it was an 
evening to savour and remember for Companions of the 
Province.

A FOND FAREWELL

Roger Jago and his wife Sue with  
Alan Berman and his wife Avril

HELPING A HOSPICE

NEW MEGS 
APPOINTED

Brecknock Hospice Trust Director, Susan Redhead 

Alan Berman was 
Installed as Most 
Excellent Grand 

Superintendent at the Royal 
Arch Provincial Convoca-
tion held at Portsmouth 
Guildhall on 11th June 2011 
by George Pipon Francis, 
the Most Excellent Second 
Grand Principal.

Alan has pledged the Prov-
ince to support the raising of 
money to assist in the crea-
tion of a research fund for the 
benefit of the Royal College of 
Surgeons. This fund will serve 
as a permanent reminder of 
the Bicentenary of the Royal 
Arch in this country which 
will be celebrated in 2013. 
He is confident that this very 

worthy fund raising activity 
will be fully embraced and 
supported by the Compan-
ions of the Province over the 
next two years.

Alan looks forward very 
much to the future and his 
first task will be to see what 
can be done to retain the 
current level of Royal Arch 
Companions within the Prov-
ince and to encourage suita-
ble candidates to be exalted 
into the Order.

Our new MEGS, Alan Berman, 
triumphs in the quiz

A Grand Total of 
over £23,000 was 
raised enabling the 
wages of a nurse at 
the Hospice to be 
funded for a year.

Three MEGS: Ken Benford 
(Berkshire), Dr. Richard 
Neale (Buckinghamshire) 
and our own Roger Jago 
compare answers
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