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PROVINCIAL GRAND MASTER’S INTRODUCTION
The Province has held its Annual Meeting since the last issue of Insight and the address that
I made at the meeting is included in this issue. Although the address is primarily for our
members, it gives an insight into what we are doing in the Province and will be of interest to
non-masons.
A number of approaching anniversaries
are mentioned in the address.
Subsequently one of our lodges has
celebrated its 250th anniversary – a
remarkable achievement for a group of
men who got together all those years
ago to advance Freemasonry in the
New Forest. Pictured right, the meeting
was held at Unity Hall in Ringwood and
I was privileged to dedicate the new
lodge banner. The members of the
Lodge are in fine form and I have no
doubt that Lodge of Unity has a great
future.
We have also supported the Bournemouth Children’s Festival and joined the morning parade to
Meyrick Park in our regalia. It was a great spectacle to start the day’s events. It was a privilege to
participate in full regalia – the first time we have done so for very many years. Our involvement
in the community across the province continues to increase and this will develop further as our
new “Areas”, referred to in my address, become firmly established.
The Province’s involvement in social media continues apace and
we now have our own YouTube channel which includes our video
– “Freemasonry in Hampshire and Isle of Wight, in less than 5
minutes”! The channel also includes Maddie’s story, referred to in this issue of Insight; and a link to the
Grand Lodge YouTube channel which includes a number of informative videos. They are well worth a
visit/watch – by masons, their family and friends, and by non-masons.
The Province’s YouTube channel can be found at YouTube.com/HantsMason. Enjoy it!
Michael J Wilks

@MichaelWilks2 - follow the Provincial Grand Master on Twitter
HAMPHIRE & ISLE OF WIGHT MASON HONOURED BY ORDER OF ST JOHN
Freemason and Assistant Provincial Grand Master Jon Whitaker has been recognised for his contribution
to St John Ambulance by being invested into the Order of St John at a special ceremony in the order’s
historic 12th Century Priory Church in Clerkenwell, London. Members are honoured if they have shown
exceptional service to its key foundations, one of which is St John Ambulance, the nation’s leading first
aid charity. The Order of St John is a Royal Order of Chivalry and each recipient is approved by Her
Majesty the Queen.
St John Ambulance’s mission is to provide an effective and efficient charitable first aid service to local
communities, and training and products to satisfy first aid and related health and safety needs for all
of society. Jon has supported the charity for a number of years, first as an adviser in Hampshire County
on personnel issues and as chairman of its new training centre in Southampton, which was opened by
The Princess Royal in 2002. He is now President of the Southampton units and divisions that meet at
the centre.
The Order of St John is one of the world’s oldest charities, and traces its origins back 900 years to the
Knights Hospitaller and the first hospital of St John in Jerusalem in 1078. Its international work continues
with the eye hospital in Jerusalem today and is showcased in the museum of the order in Clerkenwell,
London. St John Ambulance has a long association with freemasonry; indeed many of its members are
masons and there is a lodge named Prior Walter, which was founded by St John members.
Useful Twitter Accounts to follow :
@HantsMason @UGLE_GrandLodge @TheGrandCharity @MS_Fund @TheRMBI @Freemasonry2Day
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PROVINCIAL GRAND MASTER’S ADDRESS AT THE JULY PROVINCIAL MEETING
prevent progress until a period
of time served. There is clearly a
heavy responsibility on the Area
APGMs and their teams, who will be
keen to ensure that they meet the
benchmarks which we are able to
establish for the areas.

Extracts from the PGM’s address at
the Provincial Grand Lodge meeting
in the Guildhall, Southampton
Anniversaries
All provinces will be making
preparations for the June 2017
Tercentenary Celebration of the
formation of the United Grand
Lodge of England and plans are in
hand for us to work together with
our neighbouring provinces in at
least one project which should
capture the imagination and provide
the necessary publicity for this
great occasion. In this province we
have other important anniversaries
which the brethren would wish to celebrate in style: in February
2017, we have the 250th anniversary of the formation of the
Province of Hampshire; June 2019 marks the 150th anniversary
of the amalgamation of the Province of Hampshire and the
Province of Isle of Wight. There is much for us to celebrate in
the coming years and our intention is to provide an opportunity
for every lodge and all members to participate, whilst taking the
opportunity to enhance the reputation of freemasonry in our
community.

Visiting Officers and Lodges
During the year we have increased
the profile of our Visiting Officers
who are key to the future of the
province. We have established a
Visiting Officers Mess and our VOs
have their own tie so that they are
recognised across the province and
not just within the lodge to which
they are appointed. We are moving towards a situation where
each VO will have just one lodge to support.
A lodge is a collection of individuals presided over by a Master,
who may obtain assistance in performing his duties by referring
matters to a committee to advise, which is the extent of that
committee’s remit. On their advice the Master then makes
the decision if it is within his authority, or if not he refers it
to the brethren to decide in lodge. Decisions are not made by
the Lodge Committee by whatever name it has. I have made
this point on previous occasions, but it is worth repeating. The
future of the lodge, any lodge, is in the hands of its Master (for
the year) and the brethren (for all time). Those lodges which
understand and follow this process will flourish in the present
environment with the world moving at an ever increasing pace.
It is a matter of great regret that some lodges do not have the
opportunity to follow the process. How can that be? The rules
are very clear and they are based on all that freemasonry stands
for: care, support and respect.

Provincial Matters
It is 4 years since I was privileged to be installed as your
Provincial Grand Master. Following my appointment, we decided
to focus on the decline in our membership which was mirrored
across the craft. We established policies relating to recruitment,
retention, and retrieval, and APGMs were assigned to each of
these important areas. We began to enjoy a measure of success
but had to acknowledge that there was no quick fix. Over the
past 12 months, an increasing amount of information has been
available to the province from Grand Lodge and it was apparent
from this information that the smaller provinces were markedly
more successful than the larger provinces in retaining members;
and indeed in recruitment. The reasons for this are a matter for
speculation but to some extent the reasons are irrelevant. The
facts are clear.

Regrettably, some lodges are ruled by a small clique of senior
brethren who impose their will on the majority in a variety of
ways. Unquestionably these brethren are passionate about their
freemasonry and are highly respected by the brethren. They have
worked steadfastly for the craft over the years and earned all
that they have achieved, but are unable to move on and accept
that the world is changing at an alarming rate and freemasonry
must move with it. In consequence, often with the very best of
intentions, they are stifling the development of their lodges. All
brethren are entitled to their view, and to express their view, but
none have the right to impose that view on a lodge.

We are the third largest province in terms of number of
members. We therefore decided to reorganise the province into
6 distinct areas, each under the direct jurisdiction of an APGM.
I have appointed 6 Area Chairmen to assist the APGMs, and 29
Area Vice Chairmen on the recommendation of the Area APGMs.
Each APGM has in turn appointed area officers, and committees,
in accordance with provincial guidelines. The objective is to
emulate the smaller provinces across the country. There are
associated benefits; it gives an increasing number of brethren
the opportunity to serve the area, and therefore the province;
it increases the pool of brethren with experience to serve the
province at the highest level.

I expect my VOs to identify and deal with these issues in
a sensitive and diplomatic way. The key is to ensure that all
the brethren within the lodge, and particularly the Master,
understand and apply the process.
All of our lodges are being encouraged to prepare a 5 year rolling
plan for the future of the lodge. I will happily debate the merits
of this with anyone because it is such a basic concept. The only
contrary argument is that lodges have never had plans in the
past. Brethren, that is not a contrary argument but it is indicative
of an attitude of mind which has no place in the modern world.
And over the past 20 years, during
which lodges did not have plans, has
our membership been increasing or
decreasing? Lodge 5 year plans should
focus on: succession, thus ensuring
that brethren’s individual needs and
aspirations are catered for; retention,
which may involve direct enquiry of
the brethren to ensure that the lodge
adapts to the needs and requirements
of its members; and recruitment,
what action does the lodge propose
to attract new members?

This process of re-organising and re-structuring the province
has required great commitment from those involved, whom I
thank for their work and dedication over the past months. I am
particularly grateful to the APGMs,
members of the Provincial Cabinet
and our new Deputy Provincial Grand
Secretary, who have been at the
forefront of the changes which they
have embraced with enthusiasm.
The increased opportunities for
all brethren at all levels within the
craft are available in all areas of the
province and this itself has generated
excitement amongst brethren who
might otherwise have had to wait for
their time to come. We are utilising the
skills and experience of our brethren
for the benefit of the province and are
no longer hidebound by unnecessary
traditions, treated as rules, which
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Continued from page 3
The plan should deal with re-engagement
and retrieval which are natural extensions
of retention and recruitment. The
appointment of a membership officer is
a basic requirement but please not the
Lodge Secretary who has enough to do.
And of great importance, a brother should
be made directly responsible for the social
media activity of the lodge. How a lodge
manages these issues is crucial to its
future.
No organisation can expect to develop,
still less thrive, in the present environment
without a clear vision of where it is going
and how it will get there. The world has
changed immeasurably from when I was
initiated almost 40 years ago, and the
pace of change is ever increasing. These
changes can provide great opportunities,
if we consider them and incorporate them
into our plans; or we can ignore them
in which event they are a threat to our
future.
Communication and Community
In this province, we have embraced the
developments in social media; each area
and many of our lodges have Facebook
and Twitter accounts and are benefitting
enormously as a result. It is a great means
of communication and involvement at no
expense, and gives us an opportunity to
demonstrate to the world or anyone who
will listen that we are an open, transparent
and relevant organisation. The province,
through the VOs and area committees
established for the purpose, will give
lodges every support and I do hope that
all our lodges will take advantage of this
support and the resultant benefits. Many
lodges have, and are reaping the benefits.
In some lodges double initiations, at one
time thought to be a thing of the past,
are now the norm. Young men are joining
the craft on the back of the freemasonry
in the community initiative, Dine-A-Friend
evenings, the Light Blues clubs, white
tables, open days, social activities; all
promoted by Facebook and Twitter. These
young men are enjoying their freemasonry
and bringing their friends into the craft.
Clearly, enjoyment is key; lodges must
live up to the expectation of men joining
who expect our work in the lodge room to
be balanced by a fun and vibrant festive
board, camaraderie, and fellowship.
“Charity Evenings”, when charities are
invited to attend, receive donations and
talk about their charitable work, have
now spread from Bournemouth to all
areas of the province and in some cases
are combined with open days. Each has
been enormously successful and, quite
apart from the charitable donations, has
produced a number of serious enquiries
from prospective candidates. A number of
Light Blues clubs have been established.
These social gatherings, open to brethren
who have not been appointed to provincial
rank, comprise a complete cross section
from initiates to past masters. They have
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their own meetings separate from relevant
lodges and also organise events attended
by ladies and non-masons. They have
now been replicated in every area and
additionally in some centres. They provide
a social focus for our new members
outside the lodge environment, and give
an opportunity for family involvement
at an early stage regardless of the ethos
of the individual lodge. Facebook and
Twitter have played a significant part in
the development of these ideas.
We are creating new lodges based on
special interests. Our scouting lodge Pax
Hill which I consecrated just 18 months ago
has been a great success. I will consecrate
a rugby lodge later this year which has 44
founders, 20 potential joining members
and 3 initiates in their early twenties. There
is great interest in a motorsports lodge and
another motorcyclists lodge; and a Lodge
of Brevity which will demonstrate that our
lodges can cater for the busy working
man, with a start time of 7pm and finish no
later than 10pm without losing any of the
important areas of ceremonial. Some of
our lodges, who prefer not to put back the
start time, have introduced an additional
agenda item to admit latecomers, those
who, for whatever reason, are unable to
get to the start of the meeting. These
latecomers may include officers of the
lodge which can open and deal with items
of business leaving the main agenda
item to last. An additional benefit is that
brethren not in office will gain experience
from the opportunity
to work as a stand in.

opportunity to reach out to the public so
that we are once again recognised as a
force for good in an increasingly turbulent
world. UGLE now have their own YouTube
channel, which includes a video, a DVD of
which has been given to all freemasons for
them to show to their family and friends.
The province has also produced a video,
which is available in DVD format and is on
YouTube. Part of the objective is to dispel
the myth that we are a secret society; part
to educate the public, and our family and
friends, so that they understand what we
do and why, and want to be part of it.
Freemasonry has changed over the years
in line with the community of which it is
part, the only difference now is the pace
of change. This is being driven by outside
forces which the community have to live
with; and so do we.
Looking to the future, I am delighted to
announce the launch of our new provincial
members’ website. This new site has a
completely fresh design with live social
media feeds and is completely optimised
for viewing on mobiles and tablets, and
reflects the 6 new areas in our province.
In addition, it has a completely new admin
area, where lodge secretaries, directors
of ceremonies and treasurers will be able
to find helpful advice and guidance to
support them in their crucial roles within
their lodges. The web site itself will be
open to the public; and includes a link to
our public site which is unchanged.

My response to those
who are concerned
that we are creating
new lodges at a time
when some of our
lodges are having
a hard time is that
such lodges need to
change and embrace
the various provincial
initiatives which are
available to them. The
future is in their own
hands and in short
you cannot prevent
deaths by prohibiting
births.
These are exciting
times, brethren. The
world is changing at
an ever increasing
pace and freemasonry
must change too if
it is to re-establish
itself as part of the
community.
There
is a move across the
constitution to arrest
the decline in our
membership; and the
tercentenary of United
Grand
Lodge
to
which I have referred,
provides
an
ideal
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PROVINCIAL PERSONALITY
the Athletes Village at Royal Holloway College, as walking by
then was almost impossible.

ROWING HONOUR FOR PROVINCIAL GRAND SECRETARY
In recognition of 40 years voluntary work, the Amateur Rowing
Association, now British Rowing, has presented Geoffrey Brook,
our Provincial Grand Secretary, with the prestigious British
Rowing Medal of Honour for ‘Outstanding Service to the Sport
of Rowing’, most especially for his efforts on behalf of junior
(U18) athletes and as Secretary of Logistics for three World
Championships held in Nottingham in the late 1970s and early
1980s.

Geoff’s full time job during most of this period was as a teacher
for 34 years. During that time he was a Head of Department
at Shrewsbury School and, for the last 18 years, a Head of
Department at Winchester College. Other voluntary activity
during his teaching career included holding a Territorial Army
Commission in the Combined Cadet Force for several years,
rising to the rank of acting Major. One highlight was commanding
a British CCF party that spent a month
working alongside Canadian Cadets at
their highly regarded Cadet Centre in Banff.
Other trips organised and commanded by
him included one to Germany, where the
groups were hosted by the Royal Welch
Fusiliers and the Blues & Royals. When
not abroad, he was actively involved in
both Shrewsbury School and Winchester
College annual CCF summer camps and as
an Assistant Directing Staff officer at the
Cadet Training Centre in Frimley.

For the last 25 years, Geoff has been
closely identified as the face of the Coupe
de la Jeunesse (U18 Junior B European
Championships), as Secretary-General for
13 years and then as President for 12 years,
working very closely with Patrick Rombaut
(Belgium) to develop and raise the event to
the status it now holds within international
rowing. Many national junior events were
originally formulated and organised by
Geoff: the Inter-Regional Championships,
the Anglo-French Match and the now
defunct regional coaching visits. He also
established the present junior international
selection process back in 1976 for the first
national composite crews to represent
Great Britain. Geoff has also represented
junior rowing on the ARA’s Executive
Council as well as acting as Secretary to
the Junior Rowing Commission, on three
occasions, and as its Chairman on another
two occasions.

He was also a successful rowing coach with
several of his athletes competing for GB in
the Junior World Championships, Coupe
de la Jeunesse and the Anglo-French
match. His greatest success came when his
Winchester College four beat Cambridge
University’s Goldie B and University of
York, equalling the Barrier Record, in the
Visitors Cup at Henley; but lost to Goldie
A in the semi-final, who were the bow four
of the Cambridge University Boat Race
crew. As a runner, he regularly competed
in age group triathlons, including racing
in Noose, Australia, but was forced to give
up following knee problems after the 2006
London Marathon.

Added to all that, he has managed five
Junior World Championship teams and
spent five years as Team Manager of the
Great Britain Coupe de la Jeunesse team.
This year was the 28th consecutive Coupe
event that Geoff has attended and he was
called on to act as Secretary-General as
Christian Stofer (Switzerland) was then on
duty in Rio de Janeiro as part of the Swiss
Olympic delegation. As well as managing junior teams abroad,
Geoff has been involved as a member of the International
Selection Board for junior and senior teams; a member of the
British Rowing Competitor’s Appeal Panel; has managed the
U23s and a senior non-Olympic World Championship team, was
a volunteer at the pre-Olympic Regatta in 2011 and a ‘Games
Maker’ at the Olympics in 2012 at Dorney Lake in Berkshire.
Unfortunately a second half knee replacement meant that he
was unable to complete his quota of shifts at Dorney Lake and

His masonic career has been no less full
since he was initiated into William of
Wykeham Lodge in 1990. He is also a
member of London and Surrey lodges, and has been Master
in all of them. A natural administrator, he also served them
as Treasurer and Secretary, and is still serving as Secretary
of William of Wykeham. Following a year as Provincial Deputy
Grand Registrar and Metropolitan Assistant Grand Director of
Ceremonies, he was appointed to Grand rank in June 2012
and he took up appointment as Hampshire and Isle of Wight
Provincial Grand Secretary in July 2013.

FREEMASONS SUPPORT BOURNEMOUTH CHILDREN’S DAY
100 years after it was last held in July 1914, the Borough Council revived the
annual Grand Parade of Bournemouth School Children. The original event in
1905 marked the occasion when the County Borough Council became the local
Education Authority. The then Director of Education, Frank Ibbett who was a
prominent local freemason, persuaded the Council to take responsibility and pay
for the parade, which would culminate in a fete at Meyrick Park with all kinds of
entertainment for the children. On the day in 1905, many of schoolchildren, led by
the Mayor, Councillors and representatives of local groups including freemasons
in full regalia participated and the festivities at Meyrick Park were attended by
masses of enthusiastic local people.
Frank Ibbett joined the Council in 1902 and rose to become Chief Education
Officer. He retired in 1935 and died 3 years later in 1938. Amongst his
achievements were the building of many local schools, most particularly Alma
Road, Westbourne, Boscombe, Stourfield, Winton, Moordown, Kinson and others
including the Bournemouth School, the Bournemouth School for Girls and the Municipal College. He also championed the rights of
disabled children to a proper education.
The Children’s Day Parade 100 years on, held on 24 July 2014, started at Bournemouth Pier and finished at Meyrick Park, where
a fun-filled day of entertainment was laid on. The procession, formed of thousands of local schoolchildren, parents and teachers
wound its way through the lower gardens to the Square, where it was joined by the Mayor in a horse drawn carriage. Over 50 gowned
Town Councillors took part in the procession, accompanied by the town’s marching band, representatives of local groups, and
Hampshire and Isle of Wight freemasons led by the Provincial Grand Master, also in full regalia.
Rodney Dale
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FREEMASONS’ GRAND CHARITY SUPPORTS SAIL TRAINING
JST’S LORD NELSON SAILS THE WORLD
The Jubilee Sailing Trust’s first accessible tall ship, Lord
Nelson, has arrived back in London after being away for
almost two years on the brilliant Norton Rose Fulbright
‘Sail the World’ Challenge.
The aim of the Jubilee Sailing Trust (JST) is to promote
the integration of men and women of all physical
abilities through the challenge and adventure of tall ship
sailing. On board their two magnificent, fully accessible
tall ships, Lord Nelson and Tenacious, everybody gets
the chance to participate in all aspects of running the
ship. Since the charity’s inception 35 years ago, their
philosophy has been that life should be about equality,
sharing and celebrating individual differences, and
working together to achieve greater things.
The Freemasons’ Grand Charity have supported the JST
for many years, providing substantial donations that
allow more people to get on board these remarkable
ships.
Lord Nelson embarked on her fantastic world challenge
in September 2012. The trip was 23 months long,
covered 45,000 nautical miles, crossed the equator 6
times and involved 949 people, including 356 that had a physical disability. She embarked on this adventure from Southampton,
sailed across the Atlantic Ocean carrying the Olympic Torch to Rio de Janeiro in Brazil. From there she has sailed to South Africa,
avoided pirates as she crossed the Indian Ocean to Kochi in India, enjoyed a warm Australian welcome when she took part in
the International Fleet Review in Sydney Harbour, and was the first mixed ability vessel to sail around the infamous Cape Horn
in southern Chile. Lord Nelson has visited over 30 countries in her quest to promote the messages of inclusion and equality, left
Canada on the final leg of her voyage, and arrived home to a fantastic homecoming in London just before Insight went to press.
The ethos of the JST is to focus on what people are able to do, rather than what they cannot, and a ‘buddy’ system on board pairs
able-bodied and disabled crew during a voyage so they can provide each other with mutual support. The Freemasons’ Grand Charity
recently provided the JST with a very helpful bursary specifically targeted to cover the cost of sailing for the known buddies of
people with severe disabilities.
The JST was recently awarded with the prestigious National Lottery Award for Best Sport Project 2014, and since the organisation’s
inception 35 years ago, over 40,000 people have sailed with the
charity. Of these, over 15,000 were physically disabled, including
over 5,000 wheelchair users. JST has a wealth of experience taking
people with all types of physical ability to sea, from wheelchair
users to amputees and those sensory impaired, to name a few. They
understand that everyone has different strengths and abilities to
carry out tasks around the ship range from climbing the mast and
steering the ship to keeping watch and assisting in the kitchens
whilst on galley duty. There are lifts between decks, power-assisted
or joystick-assisted steering to enable those with limited mobility
to easily manoeuvre the ship, and specialist equipment for assisted
mast climbs.
Both Lord Nelson and Tenacious are fully equipped with accessible
accommodation. There are cabins with turning areas for wheelchair
users. There are also walk in shower rooms and plenty of hand rails
to facilitate easier movement around the ships.
Anyone over the age of 16 can sail with the JST and they take people
from all over the UK and further afield. Voyages range from a one
day sails and short coastal voyages of 5 days to epic ocean passages
of 28 days and more! They aim to take an equal mix of able-bodied
and physically disabled crew on each trip with a maximum of 40
people on each voyage.
For most, sailing with the JST is a fantastic adventure holiday but
and for many it also represents a life changing experience, affording
many disabled people the opportunity to rediscover a sense of
independence and freedom they may otherwise have thought out of
reach. Whatever ability you are, and wherever you fancy going, JST
will have the voyage for you!
Insight is grateful to Rebecca Withers, JST Publicity Manager, for
the article. For more information about the Jubilee Sailing Trust and
their upcoming voyages please contact them on 023 8042 6849,
email info@jst.org.uk or visit www.jst.org.uk.

Visit our new members website :
www.hiowmasons.org

Insight • Issue 8

6

www.hampshirefreemasonry.com

HAMPSHIRE & ISLE OF WIGHT EMBRACE ‘LIGHT BLUES CLUB’ INITIATIVE
LIGHT BLUES CLUB UP AND RUNNING IN SOUTHAMPTON

A unique venue
for those unique
occasions

Situated on the banks
of the River Hamble overlooking
our Prince
Philip
Yacht
Haven,
which is
due for completion in Spring 2015,
Southampton Water and the
Isle of Wight, the Royal Southern Yacht
Club has much to offer. A spacious dining
room with seating for up to 200 guests has a small bar
and direct access to large kitchens where our chef and staff can
cater for all your needs. The River Room with the Members’ Bar
immediately alongside is ideal for smaller functions.

The Yeoman Room on the
ﬁrst ﬂoor is used for more
intimate dining and is off
the large Upper Deck bar
which has a large balcony
taking advantage of the
wonderful views across the
river.
Within our 18th century listed cottages are 11 elegant bedrooms and
a Master Suite. All the rooms have
en-suite bathrooms, free WiFi and
ﬂat screen televisions with tea and
coffee facilities. Rates include a full
English or continental breakfast
served in the dining room.
Please contact the Club Secretary on 023 8045 0301 or
e-mail secretary@royal-southern.co.uk for a bespoke,
no obligation quotation for your next function.
ROPE WALK • HAMBLE • HAMPSHIRE
www.royal-southern.co.uk

ROYAL SOUTHERN YACHT CLUB

The name seems to imply a group of people sipping Jack Daniels in a
smoky room listening to Joe Bonamassa play his guitar. The reality is a
Hampshire and Isle of Wight gathering of junior masons, or those who
have not yet been appointed to provincial rank. It follows therefore that
all those in ‘light blue’ are automatically a member. The group was set
up with the intention of providing a way of encouraging friendship,
open discussion and inter-lodge visiting from those members in Botley,
Woolston, Albion Place and Totton, where there are many craft lodges.
Various events are held throughout the year, ranging from breakfast
meetings with guest speakers to family fun days in country parks. Most
of them are not masonically exclusive, meaning that family and friends
are also welcome. By involving family, the Light Blues hope to increase
family support for freemasonry and there is also the possibility that, by
inviting friends, new members might result.
While this group is focussed on the central Southampton area, there
are other groups around the province with the same aim; Basingstoke,
Petersfield, Winchester and Andover, and others such as the Rough
Ashlar Club.

The first meeting, breakfast at the Brook House Masonic Centre, was
well attended and showed that this was something that should help to
keep some of the younger masons engaged. 26 brethren from across
Southampton turned up to hear what was proposed and Assistant
Provincial Grand Master, Jon Whittaker set out the aims and structure
of the group, and out of it came a plan for 4 breakfast meetings per
year and up to 4 other events.
So far, the Light Blues have held a quiz night, at which 40 people
attended and had their general knowledge tested, all helped by a
drink or two and a superb buffet. The second event was another well
attended breakfast meeting; the guest speaker this time was Kyle
Wilks, grandson of the Provincial Grand Master, Michael J Wilks, and
motor cycling ace of British Superbike Superstock 1000 Championship
fame. As it happened, the morning started off with torrential rain and
a thunderstorm, but this did not put off those attending albeit a little
damp for those who arrived by motorbike! Mike Wilks set the scene for
Kyle and it was interesting to hear of Kyle’s early interest in riding and
of Mike running alongside in case he fell. Kyle then took the floor and
kept the roomful of eager listeners enthralled by the life he leads.
Looking to the future and in addition to more breakfast gatherings, the
plan is to arrange visits to Grand Lodge and lodges in this and other
provinces including London, preferably on special occasions.
We are on Facebook: Southampton Light Blues Club
and Twitter: @SotonLB
Andy Venn
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FIRST WORLD WAR CENTENARY
BOURNEMOUTH MASONIC MUSEUM LINK TO WW1
Amongst the treasures to be found in the masonic museum at the Knole, Bournemouth is a unique
founders’ jewel for Hope Royal Arch Chapter which now meets at Horndean.
It is unique because it belonged to a true hero of the First World War, Sergeant Norman Augustus Finch
VC. He won his VC during the Battle of Zeebrugge on 22/23 April 1918. Aged 27, he was serving in the
Royal Marines Artillery and was second in command of a Lewis gun and pom-poms on HMS Vindictive,
which was positioned close to the docks to give covering fire to the troops attacking the port. At one
point, the Vindictive was being hit by enemy fire every few seconds, chiefly on the upper works, causing
many casualties. However, Sergeant Finch and his marines were able to maintain continuous fire which
severely restricted the enemy’s attack on British troops. Unfortunately two heavy artillery shells made
direct hits on his position, completely exposing him to enemy fire. All his
immediate comrades were either killed or disabled but Sergeant Finch,
despite being severely wounded himself, remained at his post and firing
his Lewis gun before another artillery shell finally put it out of action.
Unusually and perhaps unnecessarily, a ballot was held subsequently
amongst the survivors of the Zeebrugge raid and Sergeant Finch was one
of six men selected to receive the Victoria Cross for outstanding gallantry. He was again honoured at
the Interment of the Unknown Warrior when he led the procession of almost 100 holders of the VC into
Westminster Abbey on 11th November 1920.
Norman Finch retired in 1929 as Quarter Master Sergeant but in 1939 was recalled to service in the
RM Training Group until finally retiring in 1945. In 1964 he was made Divisional Sergeant Major of
HM Bodyguard of the Yeoman of the Guard. He died at Portsmouth on 15 March 1966 aged 75. As a
freemason, he was initiated into Hope Lodge at Cosham in September 1918 and became a founding
member and MEZ of Hope Chapter, which was consecrated in May 1921. He was also a founder of
Royal Marine Portsmouth Lodge and was WM in 1948.
Mike Drayton
WESSEX LODGE AT THE MENIN GATE
Spurred on by the 100th Anniversary of the start of the first World War, a party of members,
wives and partners from Wessex Lodge visited the WW1 battlefields and cemeteries around Ypres
in Belgium. In addition to organising and leading the expedition, the Master Clayton Jones, an
enthusiastic and knowledgeable WW1 historian, vividly explained the significance of the various
sites and the horror of trench warfare. The highlight of the visit weekend was without doubt the
Last Post ceremony at the Menin Gate, during which the Lodge was privileged to be allowed to lay
a wreath in memory of the countless freemasons who made the ultimate sacrifice on the fields of
Flanders. This moving ceremony was made all the more poignant by the singing of an Australian
school choir, the ages of some of the members being little different to those seen on the graves
visited earlier that day.
The Menin Gate Memorial to the Missing is dedicated to the
British and Commonwealth soldiers who were killed in the area
surrounding Ypres and whose graves are unknown. Amazingly
in the period 1914 to 1918, of the 300,000 soldiers killed,
90,000 have no known graves. In its large Hall of Memory
are carved the names of 54,896 soldiers and because, on
completion of the memorial, it was discovered that it was too
small to contain all the names, the names of 34,984 UK soldiers
reported missing presumed dead are inscribed on the Tyne Cot
Memorial instead.
Brian Phillips
‘POMPEY PALS’ COMMEMORATED IN PORTSMOUTH
To commemorate the outbreak of the First World War and to honour those who
made the ultimate sacrifice, the Lord-Lieutenant of Hampshire, Dame Mary Fagan
unveiled a plaque at Fratton Park in Portsmouth in August. Also in attendance was the
Lord Mayor of Portsmouth, Cllr Steven Wylie and the Mayor of Havant, Cllr Marjorie
Smallcorn. The Province was represented by Assistant Provincial Grand Master, Mark
Mills-Goodlet and Bill Thomas of Cathedral Lodge, Portsmouth.
The plaque commemorates the Pompey Pals who died while fighting for King and
Country. During WW1 it is well known that most Northern towns and cities had
Pals battalions, however there was also a group from Portsmouth who set up a Pals
Battalion and went to France with the 14th and 15th Battalions of the Hampshire
Regiment. They recruited their ranks from men entering Frogmore Road on their way
to watch Portsmouth Football Club play at their Fratton Road Stadium. Losses were
high and 1425 of the Pompey Pals were killed, 644 from the 14th and 781 men from
the 15th Battalions, some of whom were Portsmouth area freemasons.
Photo: Mark Mills-Goodlet, APGM; Dame Mary Fagan, Lord-Lieutenant of Hampshire; and Councillor Steven Wylie, Lord Mayor of
Portsmouth
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CHARITY PRESENTATIONS IN OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY
SOUTH WEST AREA - LYMINGTON
On a summer’s evening recently, 130 people packed into the Lymington
Masonic Hall for the presentation of cheques by New Forest masonic
lodges to the representatives of 28 local charities and worthy causes.
The total amount donated was over £22,000, some of which was gifted
by the Tom Langton Fund. Among the civic dignitaries present were the
Chairman of the New Forest District Council, Cllr Maureen Holding and
her deputy, Cllr Edward Heron, the Mayor of Lymington, Cllr Mike White
and the Mayor of Christchurch, Cllr Denise Jones. The Hampshire and Isle
of Wight Province was represented by the Provincial Grand Master, Michael
Wilks accompanied by his wife Kay, the Deputy PGM Graham Williams and
his wife Ann, and the New Forest APGM Geoff Tuck.
The local charities and organisation present were Oakhaven Hospice,
Prostrate Cancer, Honeypot, New Forest Trust, The Stable Family Trust,
Solent Dolphin, Furzey Gardens, Teenage Cancer Trust, Poulner Scouts,
Solent Rescue, The Rainbow Centre and many others. After each cheque
presentation the charity representatives were given an opportunity to say
a few words about their organisation, many of which were very moving, and the PGM provided a short resumé of freemasonry
and its efforts to dispel some of the myths that had emerged over the years. The evening concluded with a buffet supper and an
opportunity for the visitors to look around the temple and museum.
SOUTH EAST AREA - PURBROOK
Over 170 people, including the Mayor of Havant, Cllr Paul Becket and
his wife Jackie, crammed into the Purbrook Masonic Centre to witness a
number of SE Area lodges presenting cheques to local charities. The event
was opened by Assistant Provincial Grand Master, Mark Mills-Goodlet, who
gave a brief introduction and explanation about freemasonry, its recent
history and masonic charities. The Mayor also welcomed those present
and commented on the close relationship that is developing between
freemasons and the community. The charities were then introduced by
John Charlton, acting as Master of Ceremonies, presented with their
cheques and given a short period to promote their charity during which
they gave examples of their valued and often heart-wrenching work.
Half way through the evening, the audience were entertained by one of
the charities, the Urban Vocal Group, a truly outstanding choir comprised
of children ranging in ages from 7 to 16. They were also able to view the
poster displays provided by the various charities.
Amongst the beneficiaries who received donations totalling almost
£11,500 were: Beacon Food Group, Body Focus Group, Canine Partners for Independence, Cardiomyopathy, EC Roberts Centre,
Fitzroy, Hampshire Air Ambulance, Hannah’s Holiday Homes, Hope for Tomorrow, Hounds for Heroes, Naomi House, Off the
Record, Planets, Rainbow Centre, Roberts Centre, Solent MS Therapy Centre, Stonham Homegroup and Urban Vocal Group.
VISIT OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL --

YOUTUBE.COM/HANTSMASON

FOOD GLORIOUS FOOD FOR THE NEEDY
Test Valley Lodge freemasons have donated £500 to the Waterside Food Bank which
is based in Blackfield, Southampton. The organisation, which has seen demand for its
service rise steadily in recent times, is part of the Trussell Trust network of food banks
who provide emergency food parcels for distribution to people in financial crisis. The
food bank is a straightforward system of collection, collation and distribution of basic
food items in the form of emergency food boxes. It offers a temporary, practical stopgap
and can also be used as a catalyst for getting to grips with fundamental challenges that
overwhelm people.
Waterside Ecumenical Projects launched the Waterside Foodbank on December 15th
2008 and continue to run it. It is staffed with volunteers drawn from local ecumenical
church communities. In its first year, nearly 4 tonnes of food was donated and over 250
emergency food boxes were distributed amongst 500 people. Tinned and dried food is
collected from supermarkets and other local collection points, stored in their warehouse
and placed in emergency food boxes for distribution.
Each box consists of three days worth of nutritionally balanced tinned and dried food, designed to give individuals or families
in crisis a breathing space while support is organised. Photo: Philip Rowe, WM of Test Valley Lodge makes the presentation with
Secretary Peter Jones to Jan Hayter, Co-ordinator of the Waterside Food Bank.
Philip Rowe
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SUPPORT FOR NON MASONIC CHARITIES
HAMPSHIRE AND ISLE OF WIGHT AIR AMBULANCE
Assistant Provincial Grand Master, Noel Voice recently presented on
behalf of The Freemasons’ Grand Charity a cheque for £4000 to the
Hampshire & Isle of Wight Air Ambulance at Thruxton Airfield where
the helicopters are based. Since 2007, the Grand Charity has donated
£1.3 million in total to Air Ambulance Services across the UK and
during 2014 regional Air Ambulance charities will benefit to the tune
of £192,000.
After his visit, Noel commented: “We are delighted to be able to show
our support for the Air Ambulance once again. Charitable giving is
central to freemasonry and Hampshire and Isle of Wight masons are
especially happy to support organisations that help to save lives and
provide support to people in emergency situations. The Freemasons’
Grand Charity works on behalf of all freemasons in England and Wales,
donating millions of pounds to worthy causes every year. I am well
aware of the importance of this particular emergency service which
is entirely self-funding and reliant on charitable donations for its very
existence.”
Photo: Fraser Rowbotham explaining operations to Noel Voice.
Noel Voice
SOUTHAMPTON HOSPITAL (PLANETS) CHARITY
With the assistance of the Tom Langton Fund, Pear Tree Lodge were able to donate £500
to PLANETS (Pancreatic, Liver and Neuro-Endoctrine Tumours), which is a specialist
fund administered by the Southampton Hospital Charity. At the presentation, Associate
Medical Director and Consultant Hepatobiliary and Pancreatic Surgeon, Neil Pearce,
explained that the grant would go towards funding an amazing piece of equipment,
called a MOBETRON, which is in effect a mobile Radiation Unit. The intention is that this
equipment will be used during operations, when patient’s organs are fully exposed
and radiation can be limited to the affected area. Normally, radiation treatment is
undertaken after operations and body organs and tissue not requiring treatment
can get radiated unnecessarily, which affects patient recovery. As the equipment is
portable, its use can be optimised by wheeling it from theatre to theatre.
At the moment, this equipment is not available to the NHS but is in use in the Europe,
the USA and Canada. Although expensive, its potential is enormous and could be used
to treat all manner of cancerous tumours.
In the short term, PLANETS is attempting to raise £100,000 for a limited trial of the
equipment and prove to the NHS that it is the way to much improved treatment and
recovery rates for cancer victims.
The photo shows Neil Pearce and the Pear Tree Lodge Charity Steward, John Challis,
with two nurses from the pancreatic cancer wards in attendance.
Phil Husbands
FARNBOROUGH’S MERCURIAL SUPPORT FOR CHARITY
Mercury Lodge’s Eric Robinson and Andy Suter were on hand to present a cheque for
£1,250 to Alison Vivian of the Phyllis Tuckwell Hospice, and a training defibrillator
and pulse oximeter to Jill Lipscombe of the St John Ambulance at the annual Donkey
Derby in Farnborough. Like a significant number of public events across Hampshire
and Isle of Wight, the Freemasonry in the Community trailer was on hand for the
benefit of the general public and provided a perfect venue for these gifts to charity.
After the presentations Eric was heard to say: “Each year lodges raise money for
charity and Mercury Lodge is delighted to support these very deserving local
charities. As part of the campaign to raise awareness of freemasonry, lodges will
attend many different venues over the summer and this display unit is a way of
showing the public what freemasonry is, what it does and how people can become
involved if they so desire.”
Photo: Eric Robinson, Alison Vivian and Andy Suter
Eric Robinson
Advertising Information
If you would like to advertise in Insight with a circulation of 13,500, contact our Advertising Manager by email
- insight@hiowmasons.org. We offer a design service for a small donation to charity if you would like an advert
created.
Rates (exclusive of VAT)
Full Page £465, 1/2 Page £250, 1/4 Page £135 1/8 Page £75
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ROYAL MARINES 350TH ANNIVERSARY
A special combined meeting of Royal Marines Associate
Lodges, hosted by Royal Marine Portsmouth Lodge and
supported by Per Mare Per Terram Lodge (East Kent), Globe
& Laurel Lodge (East Kent) and Amphibious Lodge (Dorset)
at the Purbrook Masonic Centre was held to celebrate the
350th Anniversary of the founding of the Royal Marines
Corps in 1664. The occasion was also marked by an official
visit by the Provincial Grand Master, Michael J Wilks, who
was accompanied by a larger than usual team of the DPGM,
two APGMs and a bevy of high ranking provincial officers.
The Master, Major Jason Burcham, a regular RM Band Service
officer, resplendent in full evening dress uniform, opened
the meeting supported by his officers. After the PGM had
entered, the Master, in accordance with tradition, handed
over the lodge ceremonial gavel, in this case a Fairbairn
Sykes fighting knife of WW2, commenting that he was not used to handling such weapons, and being a bandsman, a thriller not a
killer, sadly had been unable to get a tune from it!
After this amusing interchange, the PGM returned the gavel to its rightful owner and the ceremony continued, which included the
passing of Adrian Breen, a RM Band Colour Sergeant also in full evening dress uniform, to the degree of a fellowcraft. Being the
special occasion it was, the Masters of the visiting lodges were invited to take over the same offices for the ceremony as they had
at the last combined meeting held in 1984.
Once the main event was over, the PGM leapt into action, first presenting a Grand Lodge certificate to Des Snowden. This he did
with relish, taking Des on an explanatory tour of the lodge by a rather devious route in the process. Having done that, he presented
the Master with a new collar and cuffs which had been purchased to mark the occasion from a small bequest left to the lodge by
fellow RM officer and past member, Frank Collingwood. The evening continued and after a short refreshment break, 138 people sat
down to a superb meal based again on the same menu enjoyed at the 1984 combined meeting.
David Barron

Twitter Accounts for our 6 new “Areas” are
@HantsMasonNC @HantsMasonNE @HantsMasonSC @HantsMasonSE @HantsMasonSW @SolentMasons

Bernard, age 20
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FREEMASONRY AND LIFEBOATS
The world’s first lifeboat, the “Original”, was built in 1789 at South Shields by
freemason Henry Greathead, sometime secretary of St Hilda Lodge. He won a prize
for the design from a South Shields committee and also received £1200 from the
House of Commons. Within five years, a further 31 boats were built and more than
300 lives were saved.
The Royal National Lifeboats Institution was founded in 1824, by the personal
efforts and at the considerable expense of Colonel Sir William Hillary, and was titled
“The National Institution for the Preservation of Life at Sea”. In 1854 it changed its
name to the RNLI, and at the same time started to receive a subsidy from The
Board of Trade because voluntary funds were hard to come by. With the subsidy
also came Government involvement, but by 1869 when voluntary contributions
improved, by agreement the Government withdrew its subsidies.
The United Grand Lodge of England has had a long association with lifeboats since 1869, when an appeal was made for donations
to the RNLI and the idea of a Masonic Lifeboat Fund was suggested. The first masonic lifeboat, “The Freemason” was stationed at
North Berwick and funded by an appeal launched in “The Freemason”, a masonic magazine published in London.
On 1st March 1871 a proposal in Grand Lodge by J R Stebbing, the then Deputy Provincial
Grand Master for the Province of Hampshire for a grant of £50 towards the provision of
a masonic lifeboat was approved, and the future link with the RNLI was forged.
The oldest surviving lifeboat is the “Zetland”, which was 11th of the 31 Henry Greathead
designed boats. It has been fully restored and is exhibited in Redcar, its original home
station. The second oldest lifeboat still in existence is the “Tyne”, built by J Oliver of
South Shields in 1833 to a design very similar to that of the earlier Greathead lifeboats.
Catdisplay
Lake of
Park FM
Tyne was fully restored in 2009 and is on
at The
her home
station, South Shields.
She was operational for more than 60 years and was involved in saving over 1000 lives.
Early in the 20th Century, Lord Ravensworth, then Provincial Grand Master for Durham,
was presented with a solid silver replica of the Tyne by St Hilda Lodge 240 on behalf of
all the South Shields Lodges.
As at 2014, the 14 lifeboats funded by freemasons are: The Freemason (1871-1887),
North Berwick; Lady Leigh (1872-1887), Scarborough; Albert Edward (1878-1887),
Clacton-on-Sea; Alexandra (1878-1887), Hope Cove; Albert Edward II (1885-1900), Stationed at Clacton-on-Sea; Alexandra II
(1887-1900), Hope Cove; City Masonic Club (1897-1918), Poole and Reserve Fleet; Albert Edward III (1901-1932), Clacton-on-Sea;
Alexandra III (1903-1934), Hope Cove and Cromer; Duke of Connaught (1921-1951), Peterhead and Reserve Fleet; The Duchess of
Kent (1982-2002), Reserve Fleet; Valerie Wilson (2003 onwards ), Newquay; Essex Freemason (2009 onwards), Southend; and Mark
Mason (2009 onwards), Milford Haven.
The lifeboat names not surprisingly are also significant. Lady Leigh
was the wife of Lord Leigh, Provincial Grand Master for Warwickshire
1852-1905, and the boat was purchased to mark his 20th anniversary
as PGM. HRH Albert Edward, Prince of Wales (later Edward VII) was
Grand Master 1874-1901. HRH Queen Alexandra was Edward VII’s
wife. HRH the Duke of Connaught was Grand Master 1901-1939;
interestingly when the Duchess of Kent was launched, the Duke
attended and found himself in the unique position of presenting the
lifeboat in his capacity as Grand Master to himself as President of
the RNLI. The Duchess of Kent was an Arun class lifeboat built in
1982 and held in the Reserve Fleet until 2002 when she was sold
to the lifeboat service in Madeira. The Valerie Wilson was founded
in memory of the late wife of Leslie Wilson, Deputy Provincial Grand
Master for Middlesex.
Michael Drayton

The Provincial Choir is looking for new members!
The Provincial Choir sing at the Annual Service of Thanksgiving, our AGM in July, Lodge Consecrations and other
special occasions. Rehearsals take place at the Winchester Masonic Centre prior to events. You do not need to be a
Paverotti or need to be able to read music, just bring along your voice and have some fun!
For more information, please contact the Choir Secretary Timothy Fisher timothy.fisher@btopenworld.com
HEADLEY LODGE ON THE RUN!
Freemasonry came right into the community on a recent Bank Holiday weekend when
Headley Lodge again supported the Headley Fun Run by sponsoring medals for all the
runners. Not only did the lodge sponsor the medals but freemasons Barry Read and
Jim Moore presented the medals to all 267 runners, ranging from small children to
adults as old as 60 plus, as they crossed the finishing line. The Headley Fun Run is
a non profit-making event and has been going for over 25 years, all monies going to
local charities and sport in the community. Fun Run Chairman John Bradshaw publically
thanked Headley Lodge for its continued support.
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THE ROYAL MASONIC TRUST FOR GIRLS AND BOYS SUPPORTING OUR PROVINCE
The 2016 Festival in support of the Royal Masonic Trust for Girls and
Boys has provided Hampshire and Isle of Wight freemasons with the
opportunity to help disadvantaged children and young people in many
ways. The vast majority of the money donated by the members of this
province will be used to support children and young people who are the
sons, daughters or grandchildren of freemasons that have lived through
distressing circumstances which have led to financial hardship.
In total, around 2,000 such children are supported by the Trust each
year through a combination of financial grants and practical advice.
During 2013, around 60 girls and boys in the locality received support;
one beneficiary for every four lodges in the province, more prevalent
than London where the figure is one in six. The cost of the Trust’s
support to these children is considerable; a total over £275,000 during
2013 and, looking back over a five year period, this total increases to
almost £1million.
The same 2013 statistics provided by the Trust show that 30 per cent of
the children they support have faced the death of one or both parents;
16 per cent are affected by disability either to themselves or a parent; 43 per cent have lived, or are living, through a family
breakdown such as divorce, separation or desertion; and 11 percent have a parent that has been made redundant or bankrupt.
These are, however, just statistics. The real impact of the Trust’s work is best explained through the stories of the children and
families that have so often experienced tragedy and heartache.
MADDIE
Maddie is seven years old. Like most children her age, she goes to her local primary school with her friends and enjoys activities
such as swimming and dancing. Maddie’s freemason father Howard and mother Alex both worked full-time to provide for her. In
2012 their lives changed forever when Howard was diagnosed with kidney cancer and secondary cancer of the spine. His condition
meant that he was no longer able to work.
Although the Trust cannot change the circumstances that Maddie and her family are facing, their financial support has been
invaluable for providing her with the things that she needs to live a normal childhood. Their support also allows Maddie to continue
the swimming and dance lessons that she enjoys so much. Last year, the Trust produced a short video highlighting Maddie’s story,
www.rmtgb.org/maddie.
BEN
The Trust also supported Ben, a teenager who, at the time of his application, was approaching his A-levels and had been predicted
excellent grades. Ben’s parents worked hard to give him the best start in life including extra home tuition to help with his dyslexia.
They were also saving to buy a laptop for Ben to use at university.
One day, however, Ben’s father returned home from work and told his
family that he had been made redundant. The implications for Ben soon
became clear: his parents had to stop saving for his laptop and paying
for his home tuition, which had been vital to his progress at school. Ben
was worried about securing his place at university and studying without
the financial support of his parents.
Fortunately for Ben, the Trust was there to help. When Ben’s freemason
grandfather found out about his family’s situation, he contacted his
Lodge Almoner and was delighted to learn that the Trust might be able
to assist. Within a couple of weeks the application was submitted and
Ben received the financial support he needed to continue his studies. He
is now at university having passed his exams with flying colours.
Written by Harry Smith of the RMTGB. www.rmtgb.org

THE SOUTH DOWNS MOUNTAIN BIKE CHALLENGE HELPS OUR FESTIVAL
Paul Challis and Rory Wilson of Octa Lodge in Bournemouth, together with three
non-masonic friends, completed a gruelling 19 hour and 10minute mountain
bike ride over 2 days from Winchester across the South Down to Beachy Head
near Eastbourne in Sussex, well known to those in the trade as the toughest
off road ride in the UK. 100 miles or 160 kilometres long, the South Downs
National Trail is also the longest continuous distance path open to mountain
biking. The route is traversed on bridleways and byways and across the distance
the bikers had to ascend a total of 12,600 feet or 3,800 metres. To add to
the rural nature of their expedition they spent the night under canvas at the
Washington Caravan and Camping Park in West Sussex. The ride was in aid of
the Hampshire and Isle of Wight 2016 Festival for the Royal Masonic Trust for
Girls and Boys and will have raised well over £1,500 by the time all monies have
been paid.
Rory Wilson

Useful Twitter Accounts to follow :
@HantsMason @UGLE_GrandLodge @TheGrandCharity @MS_Fund @TheRMBI @RMTGB @Freemasonry2Day
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MASONIC TRAVELS ABROAD
H&IOW MASON TELLS OF HIS MASONIC TRAVELS

Is your loved ones inheritance at

One of the greatest joys of freemasonry for me is the worldwide
nature of our fraternity. I am fortunate enough to have a job, which
involves travelling to Europe and beyond. Also, visiting lodges abroad
is a truly wonderful experience. Brussels is one of my regular trips
and I have been made most welcome by Chevalier Ramsay Lodge in
the Regular Grand Lodge of Belgium (RGLB). The RGLB is the only
(and the smallest) recognised Grand Lodge in Belgium.
Chevalier Ramsay Lodge is somewhat unique, being an English
speaking lodge in the Belgian constitution using Texan ritual and
French regalia! A former military lodge, it was originally consecrated
in Paris in the Grande Loge Nationale Française by 24 US military
personnel who remained in France following the Second World War.
When NATO relocated, the lodge moved to Brussels but retained
their French regalia. The lodge now boasts a membership of many
nationalities from across Europe and beyond, and currently has a
Turkish Master, Russian and English Wardens, and many more. On
some recent visits I have been treated to some first class ritual, made
all the more impressive by the fact that most of the brethren are
speaking English as their second, third or even fourth language;
and as we know, masonic ritual is somewhat tricky to even the most
competent native! Watching ceremonies in other constitutions can
be most enlightening and often parts of them are given differing
levels of emphasis to that we are used to at home. As happens, the
ceremonies performed in Chevalier Ramsay are also delightfully more
interactive for everybody than is the norm in England.

RISK?

Peace of mind comes from knowing that the
What If’s in life have been taken care of.
Divorce
Remarriage
Financial hardship
Loss of capacity

Probate fees
Deputyship fees
/RVVRIEHQH¿WV
Generational tax

Just a short list of issues and eventualities causing
the needless loss, diversion and dilution of inheritance
effecting thousands of families that could be easily
avoided with the correct Legacy Planning.

Call: 0333 003 0684
This year I was thrilled to visit Washington DC and took the opportunity
Quoting:
insight 10, to contact your local
to visit Potomac Lodge in the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia.
Potomac Lodge claims to be the oldest in Washington. In fact, careful registered Barrister Intermediary and discover why
examination of the date shows that the lodge was consecrated
we provide the best way to leave a tailor made
before George Washington was inaugurated as first President of the
secure legacy, not just a wish list.
USA and even before the city of Washington was founded. Indeed,
hiowm@legalservicesguild.co.uk
so deep is the history of Potomac that later it was the brethren of
the lodge who marched from Georgetown to Washington to lay the
foundation (or corner) stone
A Barrister run
of the President’s House,
organisation.
now The White House. Also,
the lodge had close links
with George Washington
himself, and on the day he
laid the corner stone of the US Capitol building, he gifted the ceremonial gavel to Potomac
for safekeeping.
My experience here was somewhat different to other lodges, since there was no degree to be
conferred. Their normal practice is to only work each degree once a year with a large group
of candidates; sadly my visit did not coincide with this. Nonetheless, I shared in a wonderful
evening of camaraderie (and food) with these brethren, and was only momentarily caught
off guard by the Pledge of Allegiance which took the place of the National Anthem.
I can safely report that, when visiting overseas, I have yet to have a bad or unwelcoming
experience. It’s often said at home that masonic visiting is a joy; well visiting overseas
is a joy and an education. So I thoroughly recommend packing your apron, Grand Lodge
certificate and dues slip, not forgetting to check with the Grand Secretary before proceeding
abroad if you intend to make masonic visits. Even in non-English speaking countries, you
will be amazed at the number of English-speaking lodges that are just waiting to welcome
you.
Andy Milligan

Around the Province of Hampshire and Isle of Wight we have many clubs to help bring our extended family of members and lodge
widows. To find details of events near you, please contact your nearest club from the list below.
Aldershot and Farnborough - Concord Club
Alton, Bordon and Petersfield - Watercress Club
Botley and Woolston - Rendezvous Club
Bournemouth - Knole Club
Chandlers Ford - Amity Club
Cosham and Portsmouth - Capstan Club
Fareham - Chatterbox Club
Gosport - Banter Club
Isle of Wight - Compass Group
Winchester, Basingstoke and Andover - Acorn Club
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Alan Babister
Peter James
Gino Fanti
Ken Iball
Paul Hillyard
Malcolm Childs
Kay Usher
Geoff O’Neill
Ian Henesey
Neil Morse

01252 683113
01730 893328
01489 783612
01202 890241
07703 346954
023 9267 9094
01329 845521
023 9235 8974
07957 812 688
01264 354303
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