
THE NEWSLETTER FOR HAMPSHIRE AND IOW MASONS

NEWS & VIEWSNEWS & VIEWSNEWS & VIEWSNEWS & VIEWSNEWS & VIEWSNEWS & VIEWSNEWS & VIEWS

Autumn 2009

Issue 21

AT The ANNUAL proviNciAL meeTiNg 
the Provincial Grand Master introduced Mike 
Woodcock, the President of the Royal Masonic 
Trust for Girls and Boys, who gave a fascinating 
presentation on the work of this Masonic charity 
which will be the focus of the 2016 Festival to 
be launched next year.

Mike explained that each year the Trust 
could be supporting as many as 1,700 children 
at a cost of £8.5M. One third of this comes from 
the Festival system and the remainder from 
investments that were generously provided by 
previous generations of Freemasons. 

Mike outlined the example Daniel and 
Charlotte (below), aged 14 and 10, who in their 
short lives have experienced more heartbreak 
and tragedy than most of us face in our whole 
lives.

Their mother had another son, Lee, from a 
previous marriage. Lee was born quadriplegic; 
severely brain damaged, partially sighted and 
almost deaf. The first marriage ended in divorce 
and the mother married again, this time to a 
Freemason of 17 years standing. As you would 
expect from a Freemason he took on the role 
of father and carer for Lee and then for Daniel 
and Charlotte.

In 2002 their mother was diagnosed with 
advanced lung cancer and Lee also became 

very ill. Despite her own deteriorating condition 
she stayed at home and cared for her children 
and particularly her disabled son. Sadly she 
died 2 months later and Lee died a few days 
afterwards. With the help of the children’s aunt, 
the family managed to cope but that was not 
the end of the tragedy.

Two years ago their father was diagnosed 
with cancer of the stomach. The aunt sold 
her own home and moved in with the family 
to give both emotional and financial support. 
The father died 6 months later and the aunt 
has since become the legal guardian to Daniel 
and Charlotte.

Despite the upheaval in their lives, both 
children are doing reasonably well at school. 
They have received counselling and are 
coming to terms with the loss of their mother, 
father and step brother. The one thing they can 
be sure of is the financial support that RMTGB 
will continue to provide and which will bring 
some security and stability to their lives. 

Mike said this story is tragic but not 
untypical of the cases that RMTGB deal with 
and puts into perspective why the work of the 
Trust is so important. The Trust can of course 
only help children like Daniel and Charlotte 
because of the generosity of Freemasons and 
their families: much of this generosity coming 
through Festival appeals.

Mike concluded by thanking the Provincial 
Grand Master and the Brethren of the Province 
for accepting the challenge.

Help make a Child 
smile
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Notes from the Provincial Grand Master
BY THE TIME most Brethren receive their 

copies of this latest edition we will be well into the 
new “Masonic Season”. I hope that you and your 
families had an enjoyable Summer break.

My Address at our Annual Meeting in July is 
published on the Provincial web site but in these 
Notes I will highlight a few of the matters raised.

Over recent years we have introduced and 
progressed many initiatives in Hampshire and Isle 
of Wight, not least, Mentoring, Orations  and the 
Universities Scheme. Training and Education has 
been enhanced by the publication of the “Master 
Masons’ Guide”.

Lodges are responding well to the Grand Lodge 
Historic Records Survey which should provide 
valuable source material for the major history of 
the Craft which is being prepared as part of the 
celebration of the tercentenary of Grand Lodge 
in 2017 – I hope there will be a 100% return from 
Lodges in our Province.

The appointment of Royal Arch Representatives to all Craft Lodges 
emphasises that the Royal Arch is the completion of a Brother’s journey 
through the Degrees of Craft Masonry. I ask that every Worshipful 
Master allows the Representative to address the Lodge once a year and 
the Representative’s details (along with those of the Lodge Mentor) 
shall please be on all Lodge Summonses.

Brethren’s support for charity continues unabated, epitomized by 
the raising of well over £55,000 for “Help for Heroes”.

I do, however, direct your attention to the latest Newsletter from 
the Provincial Grand Charity Steward. We must now look seriously at 
the balance between Masonic and non-Masonic Charities.

You will know that a significant proportion of the funds of our 

National Masonic Charities is derived from Festivals. 
Just think of the success of our 2005 Festival for the 
New Masonic Samaritan Fund.

Our next Festival will be in 2016 for the Royal 
Masonic Trust for Girls and Boys and will be formally 
launched in July 2010. The Festival Director will be 
Geoff Tuck and he has already effectively assumed 
that role.

I ask all Brethren and Lodges to begin planning 
their contribution to the Festival. Full information 
and guidance from the Festival Committee will be 
forthcoming in due course.

Freemasonry should be an enjoyable and 
fulfilling experience. I have slightly adapted this 
quotation culled from an American newspaper which 
encompasses my thoughts –

“Freemasonry is held together by shared values, 
shared beliefs, shared attitudes.

That is what enables Brethren to maintain a cohesive society despite the 
frustrations and tensions of daily life.
That is what enables them to rise above the inevitable conflicts and 
divisions that plague any society.
That is what gives the Craft its tone, its fibre, its integrity, its moral 
style, its capacity to endure”

R. W. Bro. Brian Bellinger
Provincial Grand Master

Grand Rank 
Appointments

THE BrETHrEn listed below were 
appointed or promoted by the M. W. the Pro. 
Grand Master at Great Queen Street on the 
29th of April. The list includes Brethren who 
are members of our Lodges or who reside 
within our boundaries and received Grand 
Rank via other Provinces. 

Most of the Brethren who were honoured 
at Grand Lodge are captured here after 
enjoying a convivial lunch at Beoty’s. The 
amusement was caused by a comment on the 
“halo” which appears round the head of the 
Revd. John Harvey. 

Promotions
Revd. John Harvey  PSGD
Michael Thomas  PJGD
Malcolm Childs  PAGDC
Richard Regan  PGSwdB  

Reappointments
David Williamson         AGM (Active)
Rev. Dr. John Railton     GChap (Active)
Alan Englefield         GChanc (Active)
John Edgcumbe         GSuptWks (Active)

First Appointments
James Colville  PAGReg
Steven Groeger  PAGDC
Barry Preece  PAGDC
Brian Ridler  PAGSuptWks 
Colin Upton  PAGSuptWks
Nigel Edwards  PGStB
Graham Mills  PGStB
Anthony Tykocki  PGStB
Christopher Mason  PAGDC

Back row : Brian Ridler, Revd. John Harvey, Tony Tycocki, Mike Thomas, Malcolm Childs, Barry Preece, 
Nigel Edwards and Graham Mills                      Front row: Chris Mason, Steve Groeger, James Colville

p.s. Masonic Myths - from where do they originate? The latest one I 
have heard is that only Members of the Executive can wear coloured 
shirts. Wrong! Please refer to page 33 of “Information for the Guidance 
of Members of the Craft”.
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THE MASOnIC SAMArITAn FUnD has launched a “respite 
at home care scheme” for those who are caring for a dependant at home. 
They will also consider dental applications but not for routine checks 
or treatment. Please contact your Group Almoner for more details. 

The MSF and RMBI have speakers who can attend Lodge or 
Circle meetings so please contact me for more information. If you 
wish to consider starting a group for dependants in your area please 
contact your area group representative or myself. I would like to take 
this opportunity to welcome the latest group The Banter Group in 
Gosport. 

Changes to Group Almoner are as follows: W. Bro. Ron Wilton 
is taking on Aldershot, W. Bro. G Underhill the New Forest and there 

is a vacancy for the Winchester area. My thanks go to W. Bros. Bruce 
Dyson, Sam Evans and Duncan Stewart for all their support during 
their term of office. If you are interested in the Winchester area post 
please contact me.

Brethren, we are now approaching a difficult time due to the 
recession, please be vigilant and see that our Brethren and widows are 
not experiencing any difficulties. 

The Central Masonic Charities booklet on information for 
Freemasons and their families has been re-launched. Please see that you 
have a copy; if not please contact your Group Almoner for a copy.

For all new Lodge Almoners we are arranging two workshops so 
please look out for the dates.

I would like to thank all the Lodge Almoners for the work they 
have undertaken on behalf of Brethren and dependants. 

W. Bro. Malcolm Childs
Provincial Grand Almoner

Cabinet Re-shuffle
AT THE AnnUAL PrOVInCIAL 

MEETInG the Provincial Grand Master 
appointed W. Bro. Eric Moody as an 
Assistant Provincial Grand Master.

Eric was made Provincial Information 
Officer in 2002 after coordinating the 
Provinces efforts in the Freemasonry 
in the Community week and has done 
much to improve the information to, 
and relationship with, the media. He 
will continue in this post in addition to 
his responsibilities as APGM for the 
Aldershot and Portsmouth Groups.

Eric is famously known for his part 
in flying a Boeing 747, without engines 
running, through a Volcanic Eruption from 
Mount Galunggung in Java and landing it 
safely, thereby saving many lives.

This incident resulted in him being honoured as a Man of the Year in 1982 
and receiving a number of awards for outstanding leadership and airmanship.

Eric joined BOAC in 1965 where he flew longhaul aeroplanes first for 
BOAC and then its successors British Airways, for nearly 32 years. He obtained 
a Command in 1976 and retired in 1996 as a Senior Captain flying the Boeing 
747, having flown a total of 17,000 hours in his career.

From 1977 until his retirement, Eric held many elected and non-elected 
posts within the British Airline Pilots’ Association (BALPA). For more than 15 
years he was Chairman of their Legal Advisory Committee. He was also the 
Media spokesman for BALPA for three years.

In 1983, in the Queen’s Birthday Honours List, Eric was awarded The 
Queen’s Commendation for Valuable Service in the Air. 

Eric is known to spend his Saturdays pursuing a little white ball and has 
made a ‘second career’ as an ‘aviation expert’ speaking frequently on radio, 
television, after dinner, and advising the written media.

THE CABInET says farewell to W. Bro. Allan Gregory who stood down 
as an Assistant Provincial Grand Master at the Annual Provincial meeting after 
six years of sterling service to the Province. He continues in his post as Chairman 
of the Training and Education Committee.

Allan was Provincial Grand Director of Ceremonies before being made an 
Assistant Provincial Grand Master and has received Grand Rank in both the 
Craft and Royal Arch. He is a member in Mark Master Masons; Royal Ark 
Mariners; Knights Templar; Royal Order of Scotland and last but by no means 
least the Ancient and Accepted Rite where he has now been promoted to the 33º 
and is the Inspector General of Hampshire and Isle of Wight Solent District.

So whether the change will give him more time to indulge his interests in 
DIY, sport and travel remains to be seen.

THErE ArE 
SOME changes in the 
Provincial Office team  
where the Provincial 
Grand Master has made  
two appointments.

Firstly W. Bro. 
Colin Upton is our 
new Provincial Grand 
Secretary taking over 
from W. Bro. Tony 
Digweed who is standing 
down after many years at 
the centre of all things 
Provincial. 

Colin will be known to many from his senior roles in the 
Royal Arch and has been Deputy Provincial Grand Secretary 
since 2007. He is a member of a number of Lodges being a 
Founder member and the current Master of Ernest Moss Lodge 
No. 9870. He is also very active in Royal Arch Chapter, Rose 
Croix, Mark Master Masons and Knights Templar. He received 
an appointment within Grand Lodge to PAGSuptWks in April 
2009.

WE ALSO have a new Provincial Grand Treasurer, W. 
Bro. Brian ridler. He takes over from W. Bro. John Talbot 
who has been keeping us on the financial straight and narrow 
for over eight years and will continue to help out with the 
books.

Brian was initiated into St. Hubert Lodge No. 1373,  was 
appointed ProvSGD in 2002 and received Grand Rank in 2009 
when he was appointed 
PAGSuptWks.

Outside of Masonry 
both Brian and his 
wife are involved as 
Swimming Officials on 
the pool side where they 
are National Referees. 
Brian was honoured in 
2003 by being elected for 
that year as President of 
the Hampshire County 
Amateur Swimming 
Association.

Provincial Offices

Almoner’s Corner
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LAST MAY some 110 delegates attended the second Conference of the Universities 
Scheme at the Masonic Hall, Manchester. Eleven Hampshire and IOW Brethren were present, 
representing three of our Lodges and the Province’s Universities Scheme Committee. Two 
members of St. Matthew of Wyke No. 8563 in Winchester attended to learn all about the 
scheme, because their Lodge is presently considering an application to join. 

During the last two years, two Lodges have gained approval to join, namely Southampton 
University Lodge No. 7022 (Southampton University) and Domus Dei Lodge No. 5151 
(Portsmouth University).

Subjects covered during the conference included retention (maintaining contact with 
graduates who move away), Receptor Lodges, multiple ceremonies with multiple candidates, 
the successes and difficulties of Lodges within the scheme, the use of web sites, as well as 
many other topics relevant to the scheme. 

The Brethren in Southampton University Lodge have already Initiated two candidates 
under the scheme and Domus Dei Lodge is presently going through the interview process for 
their first  candidate. If you would like to know more about the scheme or our two approved 
Lodges please visit their  individual web sites or the links to them on either the UGLE or 
Hampshire and Isle of Wight web sites.

J. Michael Codd PSGD APGM

The Universities Scheme

“Does my bum look big in this?”

with acknowledgements to 
Pugh and The Times

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv

Editor’s Jottings
I LIKE TO THInK that your magazine is 

evolving, so when we introduce new items such 
as “Views & Reviews” (and a little humour) as 
in this issue, it would be really helpful to have 
your feedback on whether they are of interest.

In this issue we feature a couple of items 
(the cover and page 10) giving an insight into the 
work of the Royal Masonic Trust for Girls and 
Boys, the subject of the 2016 Festival. Festival 
Director, Geoff Tuck, will contribute to future 
issues to keep you informed of progress.

We had so much good material submitted 
for this issue that I felt we had to go for more 
pages, paid for by more adverts. As always, 
thanks to everyone who sent in a contribution 
and if your article wasn’t included, sorry. All the 
articles were good, it’s just a matter of space, so 
please keep trying. 

It is timely to give the Provincial web site 
a mention. There you will find articles and 
items which our limited space cannot fully 
accommodate. You will also find back issues of 
News & Views and much more. 

Just go to www.hants-iow-mason.org 
Finally, grateful thanks to Reporters who 

are standing down and a warm welcome to new 
ones. Thanks also to John Stovell, Ian Williams, 
Nigel Lush and Chris Bryan for help with 
photos.

Please note that News & Views has a new 
email address:

newsandviews@hants-iow-mason.org 

Alan Babister

nEVEr HEArD THIS SAID BEFOrE? It means 
there’s another Lifeboat launch. Almost every day we read 
about another daring rescue but what is less known is the 
support given by Freemasons to the Lifeboat Service.

The history of Masonic involvement with the service began 
with the efforts of W. Bro. John Rankin Stebbing, a Deputy 
Provincial Grand Master of Hampshire and Isle of Wight. His 
efforts were realised when the boat named “The Freemason” 
entered service at Berwick in 1871. From that date until 2008 
the Craft have donated a total of thirteen vessels.

Up to date statistics recorded by the Lifeboat Institution H. Q. at Poole, show that in 2008 
there were 8,293 launches throughout the fleet and that 7,612 people were rescued.

As Provincial Lecturer for the coming year I will be delighted to attend your Lodge to 
regale your members with the whole story of  support for the difficult and dangerous work of 
Masonic Lifeboats. Just give me a call on 01628 624330.

W. Bro. Owen Barnes

Out on a Shout

Back row : Larry Porter, Robert Douglas, Peter Doig, Adrian Fretter, Jim Renshaw, Robert Pettigrew, 
Bryan Olive, Peter Greenland and David Gosney
Front row: Mike Codd, David Williamson (AGM) and Oliver Lodge (Grand DC and Scheme Chairman)
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BrETHrEn WILL BE AWArE that Freemasons Hall in Great 
Queen Street London was built after the Great War as a memorial to 
those Brethren of the United Grand Lodge of England who were killed 
on active service. Inside is a Roll of Honour in the form of a scroll that 
details the names and Lodge numbers of the 3225 Brethren who have 
currently been identified. 

On finding that The Rev. David Youngson (Northumberland) and 
Peter Rudd (Yorkshire North & East Ridings), were engaged in research 
in this area I recently promoted a meeting. David and Peter had already 
prepared booklets identifying the Brethren from their local Provinces 
who appeared in the Roll of Honour and those booklets included 
background information on Masonic careers, the cemetery or memorial, 
and where possible some commentary on how they died. 

I was researching the same data for the whole of England from 
the perspective of a battlefield historian by investigating the military 
actions surrounding deaths by using war diaries, personal accounts, 
official histories and other primary and secondary sources to add depth 
to the research. I coupled this with knowledge of the battlefields to bring 
the history alive and to place each contribution into a narrative history 
rather than as a list. I also wanted to research how Freemasonry and 
other fraternal societies coped with and adapted their role to deal with 
the harsh realities of war. 

The team and I are now asking for the support of Brethren in coming 
forward with information. Firstly any Lodge with a number less than 
3976 would have had some involvement in the Great War (though not 
necessarily Brethren who fell). If every Lodge Secretary or Historian 

of those Lodges could make 
contact and tell us what records 
they hold for the period 1914-
1921 it would save us so much 
time and effort. Don’t write off 
your records as irrelevant as 
they will be vital in building the 
complete picture. Secondly we 
are concentrating on the stories 
of those who survived. This is 
important otherwise the research 
is incomplete. This is where 
all Brethren can help; if any 
Brother can offer information 
concerning a relative who was a 
Freemason during the Great War 
we want to know about him. 

As an indication of what we are finding, consider the effects list 
for Brother Sergeant William Augustus Woodhouse of the 9th Battalion 
Australian Infantry AIF. Bro. Woodhouse (Toowong Lodge No. 2306 
- the District Grand Lodge of Queensland was at the time part of the 
UGLE) was killed in the ANZAC bridgehead on 20th of May 1915 and 
is buried at Shell Green Cemetery, Gallipoli. The personal effects of 
most men were returned to their next of kin and they are usually an 
intimate reflection of the personal life and needs of a man in combat. 
All that remained of Sergeant Woodhouse that could be returned to 
Australia was his wallet, some correspondence and his Lodge regalia. 
We now have the documentation for this and other similar examples 
linked to our database.

If you can help with his project by offering any information please 
contact me on mike@masonicbattletours.co.uk or on 07966 568272. 

Mike McCarthy     Knightwood Lodge No. 7813

Masonic Great War Project

MY YEAr as Provincial Lecturer has come to an end, and what an 
enjoyable year it has been. Time has passed very quickly from receiving 
the Silver Salver at the Provincial Meeting last year to handing over the 
reigns to my successor at the Annual meeting and it has been a great 
deal of fun.

I started my year on the road in July 2008 at the Cosham Masonic 
Centre at the kind invitation of the Portsmouth and District Masters’ 
Lodge and finished in May 2009 at the same venue when I delivered 
my talk to the Brethren of Wayfarers Lodge. In between I have talked 
to thirteen other Lodges across the Province and have raised £1676 
that will be shared equally between my chosen charities, The Rowans 
Hospice and Macmillan Nurses. I have visited Masonic centres, e.g. 
Petersfield, Totton and Chandlers Ford, for the first time and have met a 
host of Brethren and have made many new friends on my travels. I have 
been asked on occasion which of the visits was the more memorable. I 
would answer that each and every one was equally enjoyable, although 
that to The Twelve Brothers Lodge in early January 2009 was certainly 
the most nerve racking! 

People have asked “What does the Provincial Lecturer do and 
how do I become one?” Quite simply Brethren, if you have a topic that 
is of Masonic interest to you then it is likely to be so to others and I 
would encourage you to put pen to paper and enter the competition in 
future years. As said above, it is an experience never to forget and, more 
importantly, it was thoroughly enjoyable.

Chris Brier

A Year on the Road

First edition of the 1914-1918 
Masonic Roll of Honour

HAVInG BEEn APPOInTED a Group Orator in 2008, I looked 
forward to developing the 33 Orations available to me for my particular 
group of Lodges. However, it took some time for the scheme to be taken 
up and it was not until this year that I had the opportunity, by invitation, 
to visit Lodges and deliver one or more Orations at their meetings.

Orations are short pieces which when well selected and matching 
the events of the ceremony and/or evening and delivered in a structured 
way, can add immensely to the enjoyment of our lodge meetings. They 
add to and explain some part of the ritual or some aspect of masonry 
(often challenging our preconceived ideas) or giving an explanation of 
parts of our ritual which we so often take for granted. They also enable 
us to examine the spiritual aspects of our ceremonies hidden within the 
text of our rituals requiring deeper issues to be drawn out and explained, 
along with those principles so dear to us as Freemasons.

Thus, from the wide range of orations available an Oration can 
be matched to almost any event in the life of a lodge adding a new 
dimension to the meeting and a deeper understanding of our rites 
and rituals, providing the brethren with an opportunity to reflect as 
well as understand and add to a daily advancement in their Masonic 
knowledge.

During my visits I have come across many interesting Brethren 
who have spoken to me in some depth on the content of the Oration as 
well as being welcomed by the Brethren of the lodges most graciously; 
altogether an enjoyable experience.

If you require an Oration, please contact your Group Orator (details 
of each Group Orator will be found in the Provincial Masonic Year 
Book).

George Mars

A Group Orator’s 
Reflections
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There is a Report

WHEn DAVID CAMPBELL (on the left) retired a couple of 
years ago, his three sons kindly gave him a 61st birthday present, which 
was “An Experience Day at Thruxton Racing School”. Back in the 70’s, 
he used to race Formula Fords and his own Morgan with some success. 
Being related to Sir Malcolm and Donald Campbell, speed just has to 
be in the blood. Whilst at Thruxton, he enquired if any jobs were going 
and - hey presto - a career change from retired Telecoms Manager to 
racing car instructor!

Stan Hunt is in charge of the “pit crew” there, having been an official 
in motor sport for over 60 years and in the course of conversation, it 
transpired that they were both “on the square”. 

This coincided with Stan being elected for the first time as Master 
in Augustus Webster Lodge no. 3871 at the sprightly age of 86 and 
after 60 years in the Craft. David became Master of Old Symondian 
Lodge no. 5734 last November and they are now firm friends and 
regularly exchange visits between their Lodges.

So for a whole new meaning to the popular Masonic saying of 
“Being on the Circuit”, come and meet them at Thruxton and maybe 
enjoy the thrill of driving a Formula Renault and a host of Supercars.  
You will be assured of a very exciting and happy day.

David Boughtwood

Racing MasonsAmity at Concorde

HOW OFTEn does one see a certificate like this, marking 70 
years in Freemasonry? At a recent meeting of Domus Dei Lodge no. 
5151 W. Bro. Julian Linington celebrated 70 years in Freemasonry 
and to commemorate this momentous achievement was presented 
with this rather special certificate by APGM W. Bro. Alan Hamilton, 
on behalf of the Provincial Grand Master. 

Holding the certificate, Julian was surrounded by friends and 
well wishers including Julian’s son Bro. Miles Linington and V. W. 
Bro. the Rev. Dr. Michael Morgan. 

W. Bro. Julian was 
initiated (by special 
dispensation - as he was 
not quite 21) in February 
1939. 

In expressing his 
sincere thanks for the 
award, he stated rather 
modestly to the crowded 
Lodge Room that he was 
“lost for words” - even 
after having spent some 
32 years as Domus Dei 
Lodge Secretary, no 
small achievement in 
itself….

Bob Blackman

70 Years a Mason

OVEr 90 MEMBErS of Amity Circle including many widows, 
met at the Concorde Club to enjoy a superb lecture by Major Alan Hill of 
the Salvation Army. Perhaps it is not surprising that along with Masonry, 
they share a number of the basic principals “in life and actions”. Major 
Hill explained the history of the Salvation Army as well as talking about 
its aspirations and its own future. He spoke of their work in setting 
up Hospitals overseas and in stopping human trafficking; in rescuing 
children and abandoned babies. They also support our forces overseas, 
particularly in Iraq and Afghanistan as well as working in 114 other 
countries and for the homeless in Southampton with their “Homelessness 
to Opportunity” (H2O) 
initiative. The Lecture 
was so well received that 
Malcolm Chalder (on the 
right) proposed that 50% 
of the raffle proceeds be 
donated to the Salvation 
Army which Major Hill 
received with thanks.

Amity Circle is ably 
run by Malcolm Chalder, 
Peter Ward, Clive Lewis 
and Mike Kelly and 
relies on contributions 
from Lodges as well as 
its members to provide 
entertainment in the form 
of outings and meetings 
for our widows and elder 
statemen.

Barry Gardiner



There is a Report

7News & Views Autumn 2009

AT An EXCELLEnT EVEnInG at Botley Masonic Centre in 
May, Bittern Lodge no. 5739, set about finding out “who dunnit”  in a 
“Raiders of The Lost Tomb” spoof event which provided both comedy 
and drama. Wendy Evans and her team of actors encouraged Brethren 
and friends to take to heart the characters and get involved, adding to the 
hilarious nature of the evening. With the Brethren taking to the stage for 
an impromptu “Sand Dance” as well as more dramatic sequences with 
the appearance of the Mummy from a cloud of smoke, the whole event 
was entertainment at its best.

A superb raffle, with prizes donated by many local companies and 
organisations too numerous to mention, raised well over £800 to support 
two charities; Help For Heroes and the Cystic Fibrosis Trust.  

W. Bro. Peter Andrews, the event organiser, said “The help and 
support of so many local companies has enabled us to raise a good sum 
to donate to both of these charities and I pay tribute to them for their 
generosity in providing prizes for the raffle”.

Bittern Lodge was joined by many Brethren and friends with some 
97 sitting to dine amongst the players and actors. A superb meal laid on 
in the usual Botley style rounded off an altogether first class event.

George Mars 

Murder Most Foul
THE CHATTErBOX CLUB was set up almost four years ago for 

the benefit of the wives and widows of Freemasons in the Fareham area. 
We found that the widows particularly were not being very well catered 
for. All that is asked of the ladies is that they purchase £1 of raffle tickets 
and also buy a coffee or drink from the bar. The raffle has raised quite 
a sum of money which is used in various ways. For coach outings to 
garden centres and theatre visits. Paper back books and jigsaw puzzles 
are available to buy and these too bring in the finance.

The ladies are representative of the twenty two lodges who meet 
at Fareham. Kay Usher, Jackie Blackmore and Wendie Weatherby 
supported by Mickie Fisher who represents the Social Committee run 
the weekly meetings.

Speakers on various subjects and organisations entertain the club 
regularly and beetle drives, bingo etc., are also held. There is plenty of 
laughter and the meetings are always attended by over thirty people and 
the luncheons usually have between 75 and 100 people there.

A considerable amount of money has been given to different 
charities and to the hall to assist in running it.

Tony Chapman

Chatterbox Club

THErE’S nOTHInG LIKE a rousing chorus of “Any Old Iron” to get the feet tapping 
and Lentune Lodge’s Olde Tyme Music Hall at Holburne Bashley last April certainly hit the 
spot for the packed house supporting this event to raise money for Help for Heroes.

Master of Ceremonies, Nick Carter welcomed over 180 guests, attracted by some 
excellent publicity arranged by Barry Hills. Ian Morley ran the finances and at the end of the 
day a cheque for £2552 was presented to the Entertainments Manager of the complex, Geoff 
Tilston, by the Provincial Grand Master. Geoff, whose son is in the armed forces and recently 
returned from front line service in Afghanistan, is the Hampshire coordinator for Help For 
Heroes and has himself raised many thousands of pounds for this charity. 

After a splendid three-course lunch the entertainment began as the Olde Tyme Players in 
colourful period dress regaled us with sing-along medleys, comedy sketches and monologues. 
From George Formby “Leaning on a Lamp Post” to “The Sheik of Araby” the troupe had the 
audience tapping and clapping with everyone getting in the mood; not least the PGM who 
sportingly got up close and personal with some of the cast.

Earlier in the afternoon the PGM had received a cheque for £646 from W. Bro. John 
Donoghue. John has been very active in visiting many Lodges in this and neighbouring 
Provinces to deliver his lecture “ Signs & Symbolisms in the 1st Degree” and has to date 
received donations amounting to £5,200 which have been passed on to Help for Heroes.

As the compère might have put it, a truly splendiferous, phantasmagorical, 
extravaganza!

Olde Tyme Music Hall
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We show our support for our service men and women through 
contributions to Help for Heroes. Here Rob Rogers of Bordon Garrison 
Lodge tells us what it’s like at the sharp end, inside Afghanistan.

WE FLEW In on a military aircraft, fully kitted up with helmets 
and ballistic protection equipment, and after a 6-hour flight landed in 
complete darkness. All the cabin lights were out and the aircraft zig-
zagged low and fast to come into Kandahar because the Taliban like 
to take shots at us. Think of all the roller coaster rides you’ve been on 
but in complete darkness; I’ve never been so happy as when the plane 
finally landed.

We had a week acclimatizing at Camp Bastion; its right out in 
the middle of the desert and as hot as hell. We got there by Chinook 
helicopter, which flew in low, pitching from left to right whilst releasing 
heat flares. I thought the plane ride was good but this was fantastic. 
You’ve got to hand it to the pilots, they can really fly these machines. 
Whenever you fly, you have to be fully armed and kitted out with 
ballistic protection so that if you crash and survive, you can still fight 
the enemy on the ground.

The week at Bastion consisted of firing and zeroing our weapons, 
lots of lectures about mines, bombs, diseases, battlefield injuries and 
first aid, and drinking gallons of water a day in order to stay alive. The 
average temperature is between 45 and 48 degrees C (about 126 degrees 
F) every day. You can feel your skin burning as you walk around and 
never stay out in the open very long.

Our final destination was Helmund province. Most of our troops 
getting killed and injured are around this area; there are some bad people 
out there and the Taliban don’t care who they kill. 

Three of us share a tent; it’s got air conditioning but you are 
constantly covered in dust and the whole place stinks. Sometimes the 
electricity gets cut off and then you live in an oven. It’s hard work, seven 
days a week up to 16 hours a day.

My job is to mentor the Counter Narcotics Chief of Police and look 

after his officers in the city. Some of them are really good and dead keen 
to do a good job, but we come up against bureaucracy all the time and 
some ingrained bad habits.

Our guys have carried out some good drug operations and arrested 
Taliban leaders after the usual gun battle. When we seize the drugs it’s 
usually in tons; most is opium and sometimes heroin. Afghanistan is 
supplying and exporting 93% of the world’s opium, and they are getting 
close to that with heroin.

We are having a bad time with suicide bombers as well, there are 
lots of them around and we lost some troops recently. The land mines 
are the worst. We go out in armoured vehicles with lots of bodyguards 
and take so many weapons we could start our own war but we want to 
make sure we come back to the base in one piece. 

The camaraderie on the base is fantastic, everyone is working hard 
and trying their very best to make sure that the job gets done, it’s the 
classic British spirit and daft sense of humour that keeps us all going.

W. Bro. Rob Rogers

Inside Afghanistan

Rob and the Colonel

AT THE rEGULAr meeting of the Saint Hubert Lodge no. 
1373 in January the Provincial Grand Master paid an Official Visit and 
graciously Dedicated the Lodge’s new Banner, here proudly displayed 
behind W.M. Andy Blizzard, S.W. Martin Hollis and acting J.W. Alan 
Hughes. The Dedicating Chaplain was W. Bro. Bill Whitfield, assisted 
by Bro. the Rev. Robin Nash. There were 104 Brethren present at this 
special meeting including the Worshipful Masters and Brethren of 
Anton Lodge No. 6953 and Norman Gate Lodge No. 8116 our Daughter 
and Grand daughter Lodges.

In his address the Provincial Grand Master said that it was his great 
pleasure to attend on this significant occasion to dedicate the new Lodge 
Banner and how good it was to see so many in the Lodge room.

He then gave a delightful resumé of the Lodge’s earlier History to 
set the scene for the Dedication Ceremony of the Lodge Banner in which 
the Brethren would have the benefit of an Oration from the Provincial 
Grand Chaplain, W. Bro. the Rev. Bill Whitfield. He continued by 
saying that Banners and Colours have quite rightly been around since 
time immemorial with Armed Forces and Associations using them to 
serve as rallying points and it was likewise with Freemasonry.

He paid tribute to those who had steered through the production of 
the Banner which was purchased from the proceeds of a bequest from 
the late W. Bro. Eric Fenning, in particular W. Bro. Allan Hiscock. To 
W. Bro. Tony Timms, for the original art work and to Bro. Jez Scott of 
Andover Combined Services Lodge No. 8300, who assisted the Lodge 
with a computer aided drawing as a final draft for approval by Grand 

Lodge and for substituting a representation of a shining light between 
the antlers from the rejected original design of a simple cross and lastly 
to Mrs. Ruby Leavers for producing such a beautiful Banner.

The PGM concluded by saying that he hoped the new Lodge 
Banner would continue to serve as a symbol and guide to the Brethren 
of the Lodge and that it would be received with pride and carried with 
honour.

At a splendid Festive Board, the Master of Saint Hubert Lodge 
made a presentation of a cheque for £500 towards the Provincial Grand 
Master’s appeal for the Charity “Help for Heroes”.

Brian Ridler

St. Hubert’s Banner
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THE FUnD rAISInG rACE nIGHT 
at Kings Court in March was attended by 
approximately 80 people who enjoyed a 
ploughman’s supper and an evening of horse 
racing producing just under £800. 

This went towards funding events 
including support for the Masonic Trout & 
Salmon Fishing Charity. This event was held at 
Moorhen Trout Fishery, Warnford. Two schools 
took part, Baycroft School, Stubbington and 
Great Oaks School, Southampton; a total of 
16 children. This special event was summed 
up by one of the carers when she said “I have 
never seen so many smiles with the ability to 
maintain the children’s attention for so long!” 
It was difficult to see whose smile was greatest; 
the children or our instructors. 

Each child was able to take home one fish 
and this youngster proudly displays the catch 
of the day. The event has to be very carefully 
managed to meet the needs of the child from a 
safety and caring standpoint. This was carried 
out brilliantly by Mike Whitelock and his team, 
including wives, who came from all over the 

south of England to support this event.
 It costs in the region of £50 to £60 to take 

one child for a day’s fishing and this is funded 
mainly by Masonic donations. MSTFC is now 
operating in 19 counties and continues to be a 
success, representing the true “Masonic Spirit” 
of helping those less fortunate than ourselves

There are more events to be organised 
and donations from Lodge raffles or any other 
source is always welcome.

To volunteer or get more information log 
on to www.mtsfc.org.uk or contact Jim Steele 
jim.steele@mtsfc.co.uk or Mike Whitelock  
michael.whitelock@mtsfc.co.uk 

Barry Gardiner

Fishing in 
the Face of 
Adversity

THE PrESEnTATIOn of the Young Persons Awards 2009, sponsored by Kings Court 
Lodge was held at Merdon School, Chandlers Ford on the 1st of May. The concept of the awards 
is to recognise the achievements of those children who have overcome some adversity to do 
something special. This is summed up in the slogan “With perseverance comes learning, goodness 
and strength”.

Following  introductions by Terry Nye and Geoff Tuck, a variety of community representatives 
spoke on the merits of the awards. These ranged from Heads of local schools to the Police and 
local Guide leaders as well 
as the Rainbow Centre and 
Sophie’s Trust.

The Mayor of Eastleigh, 
Cllr. Mrs. Pam Holden-Brown 
thanked the Lodge and spoke 
about the wonderful things 
that young children can do and 
contrasted this with the negative 
press that often portrays the 
young person of today. 

The awards which included 
a certificate, a trophy and a 
teddy bear were presented by 
the Mayor and APGM David 
Flemming.

Barry gardiner

Young Person’s Awards

Jasmine MacBean receives her award

HAMPSHIrE and ISLE of WIGHT MASOnS were to the fore (sorry) at the St. Dunstans 
Ex-Service Blind Golfers Celebrity Golf Day at the Cottesmore Golf and Country Club at Pease 
Pottage in Sussex last June. The first group “tee-ed off” at 10 a.m. but not until everyone had 
partaken of the staple golfer’s fare, a cup of tea and a large bacon butty.

Golfers played in teams of four, with a visually impaired golfer acting as captain. Each 
visually impaired golfer was accompanied by a sighted player to help “guide” their shots, though 
there was no lack of helpful advice from other members of the group.  At the end of the day there 
were team prizes, individual prizes for sighted and unsighted players plus nearest the pin, nearest 
the line etc.

St. Dunstans was established in 1915 to provide support for those members of the armed 
forces who were blinded in the course of duty. A crucial part of the rehabilitation process is to 
build and sustain morale, confidence and self esteem. Many St. Dunstaners have regained their 
dignity and are enjoying a new lease of life by facing a challenge that most sighted people would 
take for granted, playing golf.

The St. Dunstans Golf Club was formed in 1984 and has gone from strength to strength. The 
commitment and enthusiasm of members is reflected in their golfing achievements, such as past 
holders of the World Blind Championship, British Blind Open Championships, the British Blind 
Masters Championship and currently the English Blind Champions.

Lining up at 
the first tee behind 
visually impaired 
golfer Mike Loten 
are (from left to 
right) Jim Callaghan, 
Kevin Pike and John 
Haggart.

For information 
on the Golf Club 
please contact 
Donald Oliver on 
02392 582698 or 
e-mail paquita@
ntlworld.com

St. Dunstans
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IT HAS BECOME InCrEASInGLY DIFFICULT to come up 
with a fund raising event for Help for Heroes which can capture the 
interest of the public. That’s not to say that there is a dwindling interest 
or loss of empathy with the dedication and sacrifice being shown by the 
Armed Forces in the operations in Iraq and Afghanistan, but rather that 
so much is being done, in many different guises, that doing something 
both original and headline grabbing is bordering on impossible.

So Colour Sergeant Damian Todd of the Royal Marines, came up 
with the idea of “The Gumpathon”, a  3630 mile run across the USA 
and (rather obviously) named it after Tom Hanks/Forest Gump film run 
from coast to coast. It seemed to tick all the right boxes -  interesting, 
extremely challenging, potentially headline grabbing and also potentially 
involving US TV coverage as well as the TV and radio here. 

A team was gathered last year from both Army and Royal Marine 
ranks with very significant help being provided by a member of staff 
from the charity Help for Heroes.

Company Sergeant Major Marc Roberts, a member of Bordon 
Garrison Lodge no. 7538, has been involved from the early stages and 
is doing all he can to support both Damian and the whole Gumpathon 
effort. More specifically, Marc has evolved into the head of Logistics for 
the crossing of the USA. 

Starting in April 2010 and estimated to take almost three months, 
the run is to begin in New York and will progress south through 
Baltimore, Washington, Memphis, and moving west down to the Grand 
Canyon, Las Vegas and finally finishing in Santa Monica California. 
Five mountain ranges and three desert areas will be crossed by the 
runners. The US Marine charity Semper Fi has also decided to take part 
so awareness is building on the other side of the Atlantic too.

A film crew has agreed to accompany the team and are to film the 
whole event, planning to produce a series of programmes following the 
lives and progress of the team as the miles are eaten up. Monty Halls, 
the TV personality and an ex Royal Marine himself has asked to come 
along and will be heading up the coverage.

The top Officer of the combined services, General Sir Richard 
Dannatt has given his full support, as has the Commandant General 
Royal Marines. Most recently, Corporal Mark Ormrod, a triple amputee 
as a result of a mine explosion in Afghanistan has signed up to the team 
and is in training to take a full part in the run, despite having both legs 
amputated above the knee and having lost his right arm.

Regular up-dates will be sent back to Bordon Garrison Lodge and 
to News & Views by Marc, so all Hampshire and Isle of Wight Brethren 
will have the chance to keep abreast of  the progress and hoped for 
success of the Gumpathon. Please follow the event and your prayers 
and best wishes really will make a difference. Help for Heroes makes 
a very real and tangible difference to the post combat lives of the 

Servicemen and women coming home injured. 
The Gumpathon aims to raise over £500,000 for 
Help for Heroes. For more information on the 
Gumpathon and how to support it take a look 
at the Gumpathon web site or contact Marc 
roberts on 01420 88434.

 Murry Port 

The Gumpathon

Royal Masonic Trust helps out
BrOTHEr rICHArD BrOWn was 

Initiated into Pilgrims Lodge no. 9198 on 
the 6th April 2005. He immediately embraced 
with genuine enthusiasm the principles of 
Freemasonry, and it was anticipated that he 
would prove to be a great asset to the Craft 
in general and Pilgrims Lodge in particular. 
Richard had the stature of an athlete and 
looked a picture of health.

In January 2008 Richard became 
franchise manager for an exclusive car sales 
company.  He seemed to have everything in 
place to secure his, and his family’s future. 
Married to Paula he was blessed with two 
children, Harry aged 6 and Jessica aged 4, 
the perfect family. Richard was settling into 
his new employment, Paula was happy in her 
part time job, and the children were happy 
at school, then the unthinkable happened. 
On Tuesday 11th March 2008, at the tender 
age of just 33 years, with no prior history of 
ill health, Richard failed to wake up, having 
passed away in the night, after suffering a 
heart attack. It is impossible to imagine a 
more devastating shock for Paula and her two 
young children.

Paula received immediate help from 
both her family and members of Pilgrims 
Lodge. The Lodge Almoner became involved 
within a few days, and after visiting Paula 
and her sister Vicki, immediately informed 
the Provincial Almoner of the dire calamity, 
which had befallen the young family. 
Financial assistance was rendered quickly, 
in the first instance from the Province and 
the Lodge, followed quickly by the Grand 
Charity Petitions Committee and Masonic 
Relief Grants Committee. Forms were also 

completed to petition the royal Masonic 
Trust for Girls and Boys, who have since 
awarded generous grants for maintenance 
and educational expenses, on a term-by-term 
basis, that will be reviewed annually.

The members of Pilgrims Lodge have 
also played their part in helping the family 
cope, especially over the Christmas period, 
the first Christmas the children experienced 
without their father. The Master Elect, Brother 
Adrian Trise, donated a gallon bottle of 
Scotch Whisky to be raffled at the December 
Meeting in aid of the Brown Family, and 
immediately further bottles of whisky, of all 
sizes and brands, were donated by other Lodge 
members. The raffle was an outstanding 
success, raising a magnificent £600.00 for 
the family. When the Lodge Almoner and his 
wife presented Paula with the money, she was 
understandably overwhelmed.

Since its Consecration in 1986 Pilgrims 
Lodge has been an avid supporter of both 
Masonic and Non-Masonic Charities, and it 
is now experiencing the strength, generosity, 
and compassion, of one of the major Masonic 
Charities, The Royal Masonic Trust for Boys 
and Girls, without whose assistance Richard 
Brown’s Children would not enjoy the start in 
life that he would have given them himself.  
Paula has thanked Freemasonry in general, 
and Pilgrims Lodge in particular more times 
than we can remember, but once would have 
been enough.  Long may the Craft in general, 
and the Royal Masonic Trust for Girls and 
Boys in particular, continue to prosper and 
flourish.

peter Jackson
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Masons on the Move

ON YET ANOTHER BUSINESS TRIP north of the Border, I 
took the opportunity to visit Earl Haig Lodge No. 1260 S.C. 
working in Leven, Fife during which I had the privilege of 

viewing the sword worn by Earl Haig during his military service.
Consecrated in 1921 and named in honour of Field Marshal Earl 

Haig, the Lodge bears as its crest the Coat of Arms of Earl Haig. Family 
members were also Brethren of the Lodge; Earl Haig was himself 
initiated into Elgin Lodge at Levin No. 91 S.C. of which he later became 
Master and subsequently Senior Grand Deacon of the Grand Lodge of 
Scotland.

The month following the Consecration of the Lodge, the Field 
Marshal presented his sword to the Lodge to be carried at every meeting 
by the Sword Bearer (a regular office in Scottish Freemasonry) and is 
carried to this day.

It was after a most enjoyable Third Degree ceremony that the 
Lodge Treasurer approached me due to my interest in military history, 
and permitted me to examine the sword. This is the first production 
example of the experimental 1904 cavalry pattern sword worn by the 
Field Marshal prior to and throughout the First World War and up until 
the Great Peace Parade of 1919.  

This sword is of great importance in the history of sword production 
and is of considerable academic interest to historians. Manufactured by 
Henry Wilkinson, Pall Mall, London, sword number 40084 is modelled 
on the 7th Hussars special pattern of 1895; very few were manufactured 

making this an extremely rare and 
interesting piece.

There is an engraved 
presentation inscription to the 
Lodge just below the hilt and 
etched into the blade which reads 
“Presented by Field Marshal The 
Earl Haig of Bemersyde to the 
Earl Haig Lodge, Windygates - 
Fife July 1921”.

Earl Haig’s death in 1928 
genuinely touched the nation, 
and the newspapers were full of 
features about his life. Thousands 
of ex-servicemen lined the streets of London and Edinburgh to pay their 
respects as his gun carriage passed by. 

His remains were transported from Westminster Abbey to St. Giles 
Cathedral in Edinburgh by train, and were eventually laid to rest at 
Dryburgh Abbey in the Haig family’s ancestral homeland in a simple 
grave bearing a Commonwealth War Graves headstone, in common 
with all those who had given their lives in the Great War.  

Much has been written on the life and times of Earl Haig but we 
should always remember that Command is a lonely business. There is 
no doubt however, that he dedicated his later life to the well being of 
ex-servicemen and to Freemasonry.

There must be many similar items of Masonic interest within our 
own Province; perhaps such can be brought to our attention?

george mars

Earl Haig’s Sword

Whilst working in Kota Kinabalu, Sabah in North Borneo, 
I was able to attend the local Temple for both Craft and 
Chapter meetings. The Temple was a large corrugated iron 

hut with a rudimentary Dining Room with an amazing outlook over the 
Karamunsing bay. This part of Malaysia is very beautiful and I consider 
myself fortunate to have found this paradise for some 2 ½ years. Not 
only are the beaches and hotels idyllic but the scenery is spectacular. 
The local population are very enlightened and friendly, with English 
being the primary language. It was by accident that I discovered that 
another ex-pat was a mason and attended the local lodges. My regalia 
was mailed out to me and I attended lodges in both the local and remote 
parts of North Borneo. It would seem that the right of entry was a bottle 
of Black Label ...... half to be drunk before the ceremony and half 
afterwards, a feat never achieved by myself. 

They had big ideas to construct a new Temple on the site of the 
old one and set about raising money. Since the Majority of the masons 
were from the major businesses in Sabah I was optimistic that in time 
it would be built. Well, in April 2000 the foundation stone for the new 

temple was laid and Table Lodge No. 9717 EC was consecrated by 
Rt. W. Bro. The Most Honourable The Marquess of Northampton, at 
that time the AGM assisted by the “Who’s who!” of masonry from the 
Eastern Archipelago and beyond. This was carried out with great pomp 
at the 5 star Pacific Sutera Hotel followed by a great feast of eastern and 
western food.

On the previous night there was a party at the Master elect’s 
mansion and we were entertained well with Kadisan dancing and a 
barbecue for approximately a 100 guests. Indeed the photo below shows 
The Marquess of Northampton and the Master Elect Jacob Pang in 
Kadisan headdress with myself and David Hunt.

I was invited back to Sabah to celebrate some of the work I did there 
by my local benefactor Datuk Victor Paul and took the opportunity to 
visit the site, I was astounded to see that the temple had been constructed 
as planned. A true likeness of the model in the Library and Museum of 
Grand Lodge. I was unable to meet up with any members of the lodges 
due to time constraints and therefore was unable to go in. Although this 
was a few years ago, it was a story that had to be told. I still have the 
summons and photographs of that wonderful time. It was pleasing to see 
freemasonry flourishing in this far flung part of the Far East.

Barry gardiner

model courtesy of UGLE Museum 
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Views and Reviews

AS I STOOD AT THE DOOr OF THE LODGE, dressed in a 
somewhat peculiar manner, I began to wonder what I had let myself 
in for. For most students, dressing like this on a Saturday night would 
signal their entry into the Rugby or Hockey teams. I however, was 
preparing to take a much bigger step, my initiation into a society steeped 
in history and surrounded by rumours.

My journey had begun a year earlier on a visit home from 
University. I was in the local pub catching up with my best friend when 
he casually mentioned that he was joining the Freemasons the following 
night. I must admit that I failed to stifle my laughter at this point, as all 
I knew of the masons were that they were a “bunch of old folks, playing 
at dress-up and trying to influence society.” 

As time went on my friend kept talking about how he enjoyed 
his Freemasonry and I began to become interested, and so after some 
independent research on the Internet (I read both Pro-Masonic and Anti-
Masonic sites to gain a rounded picture) I decided that Freemasonry was 
something that I felt I would benefit from. I liked the idea of a society 
that concentrated on our similarities as Brothers under the Fatherhood 
of God and sidelined our differences with regards to how we should 
worship him. I was also attracted to the charitable side of Freemasonry, 
and the fact that the Masons tend to perform most of this “under the 
radar” rather than broadcasting it from the rooftops.

So I made my mind up to ask my friend to propose me into the 
lodge, after all we’d enjoyed everything we’d done together from 
Beavers, Air Cadets, **cough** folk dancing **cough** etc., so how 
bad could this be? He was more than happy to do so and his father, a 
man I’d known for most of my life, offered to second me.

When  the door  to the  Lodge opened, my fears were put at ease 
instantly as the first voice I heard from the inside was my proposer, 
although  I was confused that he had to ask who I was! The ceremony 
was one of the most powerful things I have experienced and will stay 
with me forever, and the welcome I got at the festive board confirmed 
to me that I had done the right thing by joining. Here was a group that 
didn’t base their opinions on your wealth or job, but rather on the kind 
of person you were. That evening I was proud to be called Brother 
by men of all ages and backgrounds, people who, without Masonry, I 
would never have had the opportunity to know.

I returned to University, and after a week or so felt the need to 
experience this again. Unfortunately I was unable to take advantage of 
the invites my lodge received as I was studying at the opposite end of 
the country and so I contacted the Provincial Grand Lodge who put me 
in touch with Southampton University Lodge. I arranged to visit them 
at their next meeting. Despite this being a Third I was told I would 
be more than welcome to come along. How true this was, I had never 
taken part in the opening of the lodge before and instead of people 
tutting at me when I hesitated as to what to do, I was assisted by the 
brother next to me who reminded me that “we’ve all been there”. When 
it came to leaving the lodge for the Raising I was accompanied by a 
senior member of the lodge who showed me the library and answered 
many of my questions. I found this touched me because he could have 
just remained inside but the lodge wanted to ensure that their visitor 
was properly taken care of. At this point I was still confused about 
the different aprons and so they were explained to me, with the final 
reminder that no-matter how much blue and gold you may see on an 
apron, the most important colour is the white. I have tried to take this 
to heart and will always try to assist new brethren to the best of my 
abilities. The welcome I received here led me to joining the Lodge after 
completing my Third degree. I would also encourage a new mason (and 
an experienced one) to visit as soon as possible as you will gain so 

much more from your masonry.
So what have I gained from 

Freemasonry? I have found a sense of 
comradeship and fraternity with a wide 
range of like minded people, I know 
that wherever I go I will always have a 
place that I can find friends (something 
which came in very useful following my recent move to London), and 
the most important thing of all, the moral lessons taught in the degrees 
have taught me to go back and study my faith properly for the fist time 
since I was 11 and I feel that, whilst still not perfect,  my relationship 
with God has improved dramatically since joining Freemasonry. So 
perhaps the rumours are true, Masonry does aim to influence society, 
but not through controlling people, but by setting examples of how to 
live a moral life and hoping that others follow this example.

I would encourage anyone to join Masonry as they will gain many 
things from it. Some of them will be the same I have received but you 
may well gain others. Masonry is what you make of it, be it social, 
spiritual or a bit of both, but the friendship and support will always be 
there for everyone.

Daniel Wright
Steward

 University of Southampton Lodge

Freemasonry: A Young Brother’s 
Perspective
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 Views and Reviews

GOT A FEW HOUrS TO SPArE? You may find a fascinating 
way of spending them is to go to your public library and look up 
“Freemasonry” in the non-fiction section - but be prepared for some 
surprises.

As a topic in its own right you’ll find Freemasonry next to 
Criminal London and The History of Dartmoor Prison (“Where else?” 
I hear you ask!). There you will find copies of the books many of us 
have in our private collections: “The Brotherhood” by Stephen Knight; 
Harry Carr’s “The World of Freemasonry”, and so on. There is also 
the less well-known study by Robert Lomas, “The Invisible College” 
which examines the founding and early days of The Royal Society, that 
supreme body of learned people, and traces its close connection with 
the Craft, which was growing and developing at the same time.

In the Biographies section the Craft is mentioned in the lives of 
many famous people, particularly the Founding Fathers of the American 
Constitution such as Benjamin Franklin, George Washington, and 
others. “On a Grander Scale”, by that most erudite of historians, Lisa 
Jardine, relates the career of Sir Christopher Wren and of the influence of 
Freemasonry in his life. Given the Nazi Party’s treatment of Freemasons 
in World War II, it is not surprising to find half a dozen mentions in 
“Hitler 1889 – 1936” by Ian Kershaw who tells of Hitler’s conviction 
that we, together with the Jews and the Jesuits, were conspiring together 
against Germany, making us legitimate targets for extermination. 
And in another book of the same period, “Royals and the Reich” by 
Jonathan Petropoulos, there is brief mention of Prince Christoph, a 
member of both the German royal family and the SS, who “was never a 

Mason but he did wear a Masonic 
Death’s-head ring to go with the 
emblem on his SS uniform cap.” 
The inference is that, even though 
he was not a Mason, clearly there 
was a Masonic influence in his life. 
And so on, and so on.

But it is under “Freemasons” 
or “Masons” in the indexes of 
other non-fiction books that the 
surprises come. For example, 
we are mentioned in “Cannabis 
– A History” by Martin Booth; 
in “Wizards - A History” by Maxwell Stuart there is quite a lengthy 
passage. There is a similarly lengthy passage in “The Secret History 
of Lucifer” by Lynn  Pickett. It will come as no surprise to read of the 
infamous Italian P2 Lodge and its links with the death of Roberto Calvi 
in London in 1983 and these feature in “The Gangsters Encyclopaedia” 
by M. Newton, published as recently as 2007.

There seems to be a strong link between Freemasonry and magic 
in the minds of many people, as you will discover in “Portable Magic”, 
subtitled “Tarot is the Only Tool You Need”, by Donald Tyson. “A 
History of the Occult Tarot 1870 to 1970” by Ronald Decker and Michael 
Dummett contains not only a number of passing references in general, 
but also specific mentions of two lodges in this Province: The Lodge 
of Hengist No.195 and Horsa Lodge No.2208, as well as St.Cuthberga 
No.622 in Dorset. It claims to tell how “six other degrees, including 
the Knights Templar and The Rite of Strict Observance” influenced the 
development of the Tarot and how it drew on “Freemasonry and its 
Satanic observances.”

One of the most spectacular examples of the paranoia some people 
feel about us is revealed in “The Rough Guide to Conspiracy Theories” 
by McConnachie and Tudge. It links the Craft and KT to almost every 
disaster, murder, embezzlement and unexplained phenomenon in the 
entire history of the world, including the assassination of JFK (because 
he was the first Catholic USA President), the attack on the World Trade 
Centre  (because we are behind Al-Quaeda), and the claim that Osama 
bin Laden is “an evil Masonic sorcerer.”  We were also responsible for 
the French Revolution; for the death of Pope John I in 1978 because he 
was “poised to expose …a powerful Masonic cabal within the Vatican”; 
and the Apollo moon-landing programme was “the ultimate expression 
of Masonic power.” 

Another book in the same series is “The Rough Guide to London” 
by Rob Humphreys. Look up Freemasons’ Hall, Great Queen Street 
and learn that the Grand Temple has a “pompous, bombastic decor”; 
that we “enjoy a virtual stranglehold over institutions like the police 
and the judiciary”; that the “ shops on the Ground floor, Toye Kenning 
and Spencer and Central Regalia, sell many books on alchemy and the 
cabbala”. However, you’ll be disappointed to learn that you cannot even 
gain entrance to the building without some proof of your ID! And we 
know all this is true because, on the front cover of the book, Bill Bryson 
tells us that it is “readable, informed and, most crucially, reliable.” You 
see what I mean about the surprises?

If you search through your own local library’s shelves you are 
bound to make some really interesting, surprising and, possibly, 
worrying discoveries - worrying because you’ll realise just how we are 
viewed by some members of the general public, many of whom believe 
what they see in print. 

It’s not all disaster though. There are some humorous examples 
dotted here and there.  For example: how do you know if the men who 
have just entered the pub are Freemasons? Look in Al Murray’s “The 
Pub Landlord’s Book of British Common Sense”. You may discover 
something you didn’t know about yourself and how people know that 
you have just come from a Lodge.

Happy hunting.
John Stringer

Read all about it!
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Letters and Contacts

Dear Bro. Editor,
In answer to Elliott Penn’s query in his 

article on “non” Past Masters achieving the 
royal Arch Chairs (Spring 2009, Issue 20), it is 
indeed possible that a Companion from Hants 
and Isle of Wight has had the distinction of 
becoming the first to take advantage of the new 
regulations introduced in november 2004, but it 
was not Comp. Andrew Lupton. I am aware of 
one that pre-dates him by eleven months!  He is 
Comp. Ian L newell, who was installed as J of 
Woolmer Forest Chapter no. 3872 on the 6th of 
June 2005, while still only Inner Guard of his 
Craft Lodge. There may of course be others?
 

Yours sincerely and fraternally,
 Roger H Jago

Grand Superintendent

Dear Bro. Editor,
My sister found this Jewel at a Craft and 

Jewelry Fair. It is approximately 1.5 inches 
square. On the scroll across the bottom is 
inscribed on the left hand side 9 MAr and on the 
right 1906. The metal is very light & pliable. I am 
not able to find a hallmark. 

It would be interesting to find out where it 
came from. 

Yours sincerely and fraternally,
W. Bro. Arthur Agate

Dear Bro. Editor
Having recently started my Masonic life with 

the Taverners Lodge (no.7442) I look forward 
to the periodic magazines which drop through 
my letter box in the hope that there may be 
something I will be able to help with outside of 
my own Lodge.

Imagine my joy when the Spring issue 
arrived and a feature on helping children enjoy a 
days fishing was published with a request that all 
help would be gratefully received!  

Whilst my fishing C.V.  is lacking trout and 
salmon I am very keen to get involved as I have 
over 30 years experience of freshwater angling in 
particular carp fishing and would be delighted if 
you would be so kind to forward my details to W. 
Bro. Michael Whitelock who may well take me 
up on the offer of help.
 

Yours fraternally
Bro. Mark Jones

(forwarded to Mike Whitelock  Ed)

Dear Bro. Editor
I would like to make a few observations if 

I may, as a Scottish mason living in Hampshire. 
I travel a fair bit around the Province as well as 
Great Britain and abroad. For a mason north of 
the border it is customary at the third rising for 
members of the lodge to give a short report of 
any visits they may have attended and greetings 
exchanged etc. and visitors are invited to pass on 
greetings from their own particular lodge etc. 
This has never happened in a Hampshire lodge 
only the official guest to stand up on the behalf 
of visitors.

So the Master and members never know 
where any visitors have come from and never 
hears any news from his own Lodge.

I have also noticed the “recruitment” 
problem and have never understood why if a 
young man of 21 who ticks all the boxes and able 
to commit time etc. to Masonry has rarely been 
invited to join an English lodge, but more likely 
to be between 30-60. This would account for the 
high average age of 57.

I like the idea of the mentoring scheme and 
am sure it was needed. As stated many Proposers 
could well be new to Masonry themselves. But I 
never understood why the Proposer or Seconder, 
if not holding an office, did not retire with their 
protégé when required. I think they felt pressured 
to remain as no one suggested they could leave?

Yours fraternally
Bob Nichols

West Kilbride Chapter No. 314

Dear Bro. Editor
Every year you contact me to enquire 

whether there are Brethren from Hampshire and 
Isle of Wight Province taking part in the Inter-
Provincial Clay Pigeon Shoot and every year I 
have to tell  you that regrettably there are none.

If I may make a request; please let your 
Brethren know about this event. They can contact 
me at buzzby6543@tesco.net

Yours sincerely and fraternally,
W. Bro. Mike Bushby

Brethren, the same applies to the Masonic 
Vintage Car Club and the Masonic Caravan Club. 
If you have an involvement and a story to tell please 
contact me. Thanks.

Ed

Your locAl crAFT Group reporTer 
will be deliGhTed To help You 
produce ThAT successFul ArTicle. 

whY NoT GiVe him A cAll?

AldershoT, FArNborouGh & FArNhAm
Andy duff   01252 328919
andysue.duff@ic24.net

AlToN, horNdeAN, bordoN & 
peTersField
murry port   01730 267794
murrycport@aol.com

boTleY & woolsToN
George mars  01202 828443
george@marsg.freeserve.co.uk

bourNemouTh
peter martin  01202 267554
reporter@bournemouthmasons.org.uk

chANdlers Ford & eAsTleiGh
barry Gardiner  02380 908044
barry@grayridge.co.uk

coshAm & hAVANT
mark Turner  02392 793857
ms.turner@ntlworld.com

GosporT & FArehAm
bill starkey  01329 319335
bill.starkey@ntlworld.com

isle oF wiGhT
steve denness  01983 406034
denness.family@tiscali.co.uk

New ForesT, brocKeNhursT, 
chrisTchurch, FordiNGbridGe, 
lYmiNGToN, New milToN & riNGwood
roy Aldridge  01590 641567
roybrock7040@gmail.com

porTsmouTh hiGh sTreeT & pembroKe 
roAd
bob blackman  01329 233001
emmerson.hill@ntlworld.com

souThAmpToN & ToTToN
barrie hewitt  01489 589280
barrie.hewitt@ntlworld.com

wiNchesTer, ANdoVer, bAsiNGsToKe & 
hursleY
roy Quinn   07780 736333
lindaquin@ntlworld.com

iF You wANT To AdVerTise iN our 
mAGAZiNe TheN cAll

dave laurence  02380 891285
laurence2@tinyworld.co.uk

vvvvvvvvvvvv

Please send your Letters to
 The editor

 at 
newsandviews@hants-iow-mason.org.uk

or 2 The Sycamores, Farnborough,
Hants GU14 7BE 

copy deadline for the next 
issue is the 5th of December

vvvvvvvvvvv

vvvvvvvvvvv

vvvvvvvvvvv

Your Letters
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Royal Arch Chapter
Provincial Grand 

ChapterTHE COMPAnIOnS listed below were appointed or promoted 
by the First Grand Principal at Great Queen Street in April. Here, 
most of them line up just before going to Grand Lodge to receive their 
appointments.

Supreme Grand Chapter 

Promotions
Lt. Col. Terence S Bruty          
  PAGSoj

Reappointments
Derek Albert Hickman          
  GOrg 

First Appointments
John Drake PGStB 
Michael Fuller PAGDC       
John Ross PAGDC         
Keith Wilson PAGDC         
William G Withers PAGDC         
David John Inker  PGStB 
(Metropolitan)  

Back row : John Ross, Michael Fuller   
Front row : John Drake, Keith Wilson, Bill Withers

AS THE Oakhaven Hospice, which is just outside Lymington, 
was the beneficiary of the M.E. Grand Superintendant’s chosen charity 
for the Masonic year 2008/2009, it was fitting that a local Royal Arch 
Chapter organise and host the main events. In this instance it was new 
Forest Chapter no. 319 which meets at Lymington.

In March 2009 MEGS and his full team paid an official visit to the 
Chapter where they worked a unique ceremony of Exalting three Candidates at the same time! The script was specially adapted by MEGS himself 

and worked very smoothly. The Convocation was well supported with well over 100 in 
attendance. At dinner, the raffle and auction raised over £1600. 

The now well-known MEGS Charity Walk took place three days later. Still following 
the Forest theme, the walk took place in the New Forest itself and followed a nine mile 
circular route around the picturesque village of Burley, starting and finishing at the White 
Buck Inn. Fortunately the weather was very kind and happily no one got lost, although 
not all of the walkers turned up on time as a couple had forgotten that the clocks had gone 
forward one hour that night!  After they had completed the walk, many of the walkers 
stayed behind to enjoy a well deserved drink and Sunday lunch at the White Buck Inn. 
The amount raised by the walkers is likely to be a very healthy £5,000.

The Charity social event, which took place in May was a little different from 
previous occasions insofar as it was a boat trip. This too was well supported by almost 60 
Companions together with their wives and partners. The God Neptune was kind and the 
weather almost perfect. During the salty sojourn all on board enjoyed an excellent hog 
roast lunch. This was followed by a raffle and an auction which raised £720.
The final figure in support of Oakhaven Hospice is estimated to be in excess of £20,000. 
Information on Oakhaven Hospice is on their web site www.oakhavenhospice.co.uk

Andrew Weldycz

MEGS Charity Event

AT THE MEETInG  in 
the Portsmouth Guildhall in 
June the Most Excellent Grand 
Superintendent, Dr. Roger Hugh 
Jago, congratulated Companions 
whom he appointed to, and 
promoted in, Provincial rank 
and those who were honoured 
by the First Grand Principal 
in Supreme Grand Chapter in 
April.

The MEGS said he looked 
forward to working with those 
so honoured in the coming year 
and  urged recipients to wear 
their new regalia with pride. 
However he pointed out  that 

there are no free lunches in Freemasonry and that added responsibility 
demands an even greater effort. 

The MEGS urged Chapters to be aware of the impact of the recession 
on our members and to stabilise subscriptions where possible by savings 
in expenditure - for instance 
sending out summonses and other 
information electronically.

Among the Provincial 
appointments made at the meeting 
were E. Comp. Gurdev Singh 
‘David’ Jassar (above) who 
takes over from E. Comp. David 
rowsell as the M. E. Third Grand 
Principal and E. Comp. John 
Walker who takes over from E. 
Comp. Colin Upton as Provincial 
Grand Scribe E.

For full details of MEGS 
address see the Provincial web 
site at www.hants-iow-mason.org/
chapter

The MEGS congratulates Companions Alan Robinson, Phil 
Kitch and Gareth Finch
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