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Growing enthusiasm for
special interest Lodges
This is the first issue of Insight produced by our new editor
Roger Maber and in congratulating him I must of course thank
his predecessor, Peter Martin, for his excellent work as editor
over the past 3½ years.
The primary purpose of this publication is to give members of
the public an ‘Insight’ into freemasonry, and its distribution now
extends well beyond our membership albeit all brethren in the
province receive a copy. Please ensure that Insight is shared
with your family and friends.
Amongst the 250 lodges in the province – we have a number of armed forces and old school lodges, and some with connections to
trades and professions, sports and pastimes where those with similar interests can meet together in a masonic environment.
In November 2013 we consecrated a scouting lodge (Pax Hill) which has been very successful and strengthened our relationship
with the scouting movement to which the Grand Charity has donated more than £500,000 over the past 5 years.
In October 2014 we consecrated a rugby lodge (Rugby Bastion) which has taken us into the rugby fraternity. The lodge held its
first Installation meeting so that it’s Festive Board coincided with the opening game of the 2015 Rugby World Cup; with a large
screen suitably installed in the dining hall!
In March 2015 we consecrated what might be regarded as a modern lodge (!); see the article on page 7 of this issue. This lodge
will demonstrate to all that meetings can begin and end at times to suit the working man.
In November 2015 we will consecrate a motor sports lodge (Chequered Flag) and in 2016 a football lodge, enterprisingly to be named
Football Lodge!. We also expect to consecrate a new motorcyclists lodge to add to our existing motorcyclists Lodge (Chevaliers de Fer).
You will also see from the article on page 18 of this issue that there is interest in a sailing lodge, and there will be more.
It is heartening to see the interest in the formation of such new Lodges which coincides with a revival in the masonic movement.
This will gain momentum as we approach our Tercentenary in 2017. I have no doubt that as we reach further into the community, all
our Lodges will benefit from this increased interest in our organisation.

Michael J. Wilks
Provincial Grand Master

@MichaelWilks2 - follow the Provincial Grand Master on Twitter

The Insight Team
Editorial: Roger Maber and Ken Day insight@hiowmasons.org
Advertising: David Laurence
If you would like to advertise in Insight with a circulation of 13,500, contact David by email - insight@hiowmasons.org.
We offer a design service for a small donation to charity if you would like an advert created.
Published by the Provincial Grand Lodge of Hampshire and Isle of Wight,
85 Winchester Road, Chandlers Ford, Eastleigh, Hants SO53 2GG
For all membership enquiries, contact the Provincial Office on 023 8026 1555.

Twitter Accounts for our 6 Areas are
@HantsMasonNC @HantsMasonNE @HantsMasonSC @HantsMasonSE @HantsMasonSW @SolentMasons
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More support for the Hampshire
& Isle of Wight Air Ambulance
Earlier this year, Assistant
Provincial Grand Master,
Bill Withers, on behalf of the
Freemasons’ Grand Charity
presented a cheque for a further
£4,000 to the Hampshire & Isle of
Wight Air Ambulance.
The presentation took place at Thruxton
Airfield where the helicopters are based.
Its Chief Executive Alex Lochrane
commented: “Freemasons are one of
our most loyal supporters and they have
donated many thousands of pounds
to HIOWAA since the charity became
operational in July 2007.
We are very grateful to them for their
ongoing support and for playing such a
significant role in helping to keep the Air
Ambulance flying.” Bill Withers responded
by saying: “We are delighted to be able
to show our support for Hampshire Air
Ambulance once again. Charitable giving
is central to freemasonry, and Hampshire
and Isle of Wight freemasons are
especially happy to support organisations

that help to save lives and provide support
to people in emergency situations. The
Freemasons’ Grand Charity works on
behalf of all freemasons in England and
Wales, donating millions of pounds to
worthy causes every year.”

CEO Alex Lochrane and APGM Bill Withers

Bournemouth Knole Club News
The now traditional Knole Club annual spring weekend away
was held at Warner Leisure’s Holme Lacy House Hotel in
Herefordshire. The holiday, which was very well organised by
Arthur Smith, was a “Tom O’Connor Comedy Weekend”, and
the famous comedian, TV presenter and actor entertained the
assembled guests on the Saturday night with his great sense
of humour.

On the Sunday morning he spoke of his experiences with other
entertainers throughout his career which was excellent. The
weekend combined with great food was a huge success and
included trips to Hereford and Hay-on-Wye. Why don’t you come
and join us? We have regular coffee mornings, cream teas, an
annual lunch and a Christmas party as well as a weekend away.
Ken Iball
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North East Light Blues Clubs –
A hit with the locals

Northeast Area Light Blues Club members and visitors
photographed at Farnborough Masonic Centre after
the demonstration of a 1st degree ceremony

A ritual festival held at
Farnborough Masonic Centre
recently and hosted by the NE
Area Light Blues Club was hailed
as a great success and indicative
of the popularity of these
clubs throughout the province.
Historically speaking, groups of
‘light blues’, that is those brethren
who have yet to receive provincial
honours, already exist elsewhere
in Hampshire and Isle of Wight
and other provinces.
Light Blues Clubs founded in this
province, as in others, give young
freemasons the opportunity to meet
and socialise with like-minded people of
similar ages in their area. Membership
of the clubs is automatic and free, and
open to any freemason regardless of age
in H&IOW. These groups have performed
particularly well in both the recruitment of
new members and the retention of existing
brethren, these being critical issues for the
craft in general.
The North East Light Blues Club was
formed by Assistant Provincial Grand
Master Bill Withers with the help of
others to increase involvement amongst
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our light blue masons. From the outset,
their vision for the club’s existence was
that it must be an independent, informal
mechanism, providing the means to
increase and encourage engagement
between all light blues, and be a platform
for free-thinking and debate amongst a
previously unheard of group of brethren, in
many cases having years of freemasonry
ahead of them. The club is therefore a
good opportunity to meet new brethren,
share their thoughts about masonry and
more importantly, seek more knowledge
through asking questions. Meeting both
formally and socially should greatly assist
their retention and encourage them to
introduce their friends, which is of major
importance.
On a formal basis, these clubs
organise visits which provide a wonderful
opportunity for younger and more junior
brethren to visit different centres and
lodges, thus improving and expanding
their masonic knowledge. This in turn
engenders closer masonic bonds
of friendship between the clubs and
strengthens the links between individual
lodges not only in the area but across the
province as well.
Socially, the clubs provide a wonderful
opportunity to meet fellow masons
in a different environment and enjoy

Light Blues’ Curry Night

regular social events and excursions
such as curry nights, pub and brewery
visits, white table events and visits to
Grand Lodge, to many of which they are
encouraged to bring their families and
non-masonic friends with them. The club
communications teams ensure that both
formal visits and informal socials are
advertised well in advance via the social
media and other means in sufficient time
for individuals to plan ahead.
It is a widely held view that the Light
Blues Club concept is a great asset
and success in our province and further
afield, providing a wonderful opportunity
for brethren to make new friends, share
thoughts, ask questions and advance
their masonic knowledge, whilst socially
enjoying the company of family and
friends in a fun and informal environment.
Robert Robinson
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Marathon Ride
around the Province
for the RMTGB
Festival Appeal
Never one to duck a challenge, Botley
freemason George Wilkinson of Thomas
Bennet Langton Lodge, having climbed
Ventnor’s largest hill, decided to stretch
himself further by cycling to every one of the 38
masonic centres in the Province of Hampshire
and Isle of Wight in aid of the 2016 Festival for
the Royal Masonic Trust for Girls and Boys.
The RMTGB was set up to relieve
poverty and advance education for
children and young people. In addition
to providing financial assistance for
youngsters who have had to embrace
life-changing circumstances, it supports
young people with exceptional talents
unable to provide for themselves. The

charity also awards grants to both national
and local childrens’ charities and its
separate but subsidiary charity Lifelites.
In pursuit of his aim the 48-year-old
spent five days in the saddle and covered
well over 300 miles. So far he has raised
well over £3,000 including gift-aid, and
even though he has completed his
challenge, the money is still coming in.
The Festival, which concludes in mid 2016
and is being supported by all freemasons
in the province, has already raised millions
of pounds thanks to the likes of George
who has gone that extra mile to do his bit.
George, who served in the Royal Navy
and now works in IT, said: “Although

the distance doesn’t seem that far it
was difficult terrain with plenty of hills,
especially on the Isle of Wight and the
South Downs. It took me five days to
complete and something of interest
happened on every one of them.
The hardest part was locating all the
masonic halls. The one in Portsmouth took
me half an hour and a few extra miles to
find, and approaching Petersfield I had to
carry my bike through the Queen Elizabeth
Country Park due to the rough terrain,
after taking a wrong turning, which wasn’t
part of my plan or training.”

THE SECRET OF
LOOKING GOOD
At Masonic occasions when only immaculate
clothing will suffice, Slaters excel in providing the
perfect choice. Black jackets, vests, tailcoats and
striped trousers along with our lounge, business and
dinner suits options provide an exceptional range.
With our FREE ALTERATIONS SERVICE, we will
ensure the perfect fit. Formal Hire also available.
Now you know, why not call in?
SLATERS BASINGSTOKE
7 HAMPSTEAD HOUSE
FESTIVAL PLACE
BASINGSTOKE RG21 7LG
T: 01256 300400

WWW.SLATERS.CO.UK
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Many freemasons were involved in the
organisation of the 25th anniversary of
Walk the Wight. After a very foggy start
the weather improved and by the time
the walkers started to arrive the sun was
shining brightly.
Hampshire and Isle of Wight freemasons
provided over 25 marshals to assist with
the smooth running of the finish line and
at other marshalling points around the
island where over 8,000 walkers trekked in
support of most worthy charities.
Feedback from The Earl Mountbatten
Hospice and those who walked the Wight
was very positive and they were clearly
grateful to the
Freemasons for
giving up their
time to help run
the event which
passed off
without undue
drama.

6

Solent Area Assistant Provincial Grand Master, David Perkis
(pictured inset with two helpers) was on hand to assist and
encourage the walkers as they approached the finishing line.

Photo: Allan Marsh

Solent Walk the Wight
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A timely new Lodge
The Lodge of Brevity aims to
respond to the pressures of
modern life by being flexible to
the demands, which are made
upon so many of those who would
potentially become freemasons.

Assistant Provincial Grand Master
Noel Voice installed as Primus Master
of The Lodge of Brevity.
Friday 13th March 2015 proved to be
a very happy day and an extremely
memorable occasion for all those
who attended the Consecration of
Lodge of Brevity at the Novotel Hotel,
Southampton. The Provincial Grand
Master, Michael John Wilks, accompanied
by officers of Provincial Grand Lodge
conducted the ceremony in a most
impressive manner with founders of the
new Lodge taking an active part in the
proceedings.
In his oration on the “Nature and
Principles of the Institution”, the Provincial
Grand Chaplain, Reverend Robin Nash,
referred to the consecration as the
culmination of dedication, determination
and desire on the part of the founders
who had worked tirelessly to bring the
new lodge into being. The Lodge of
Brevity aims to respond to the pressures

of modern life by being flexible to the
demands which are made upon so many
of those who would potentially become
freemasons but have been reluctant to
join because of constraints upon their
availability, not least business and family
commitments.
Whilst maintaining the ethos of
freemasonry, and preserving the
ceremonial essentials of the work in the
lodge room, the new lodge will endeavour
to conduct other parts of the proceedings
with as much expediency and efficiency
as possible, so that the brethren may
continue to be enriched by their masonic
ritual. The founders are sure that future
new members will be inspired by the
same masonic zeal which has been
fundamental throughout our history and
the vision for the future of the lodge will
be fulfilled.

The founders themselves come from
diverse masonic backgrounds but all
have one thing in common – their love of
freemasonry. They are the pillars of this
new venture and the levels of experience
and array of skills and talents will
ensure the smooth running of the lodge,
particularly in the first years of its life.
Following the consecration Assistant
Provincial Grand Master, Noel Voice was
installed as the primus master by his
fellow APGM, Jon Whitaker, assisted by
members of the Provincial Executive. The
Warrant of the Lodge was presented to
the Master by the PGM who also gave a
moving Address to the Brethren.

The Installation was followed by a
dinner attended by over 200 brethren
and the sum of £1,000 was raised for
the Winchester Cathedral Learning
Centre Appeal. In response to his toast
the Master thanked the PGM and all
those who had been involved in the
planning and organisation leading up
to, and including, the consecration and
installation. He also commented that
everyone who took part had helped to
make the event so very special and an
occasion never to be forgotten.
Noel Voice
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Beautiful villas throughout
France, Italy & the United
Kingdom and Southern Ireland
available to book at
exclusive rates. Our range of
properties includes large
family properties with
private pools; pet friendly accommodation;
a luxury selection; and period feature cottages.

Local and family run
Care & Nursing Homes

Caring for you and your loved ones
is second nature to us.
Call 02380 970889 / 07816 89 39 77
Email villasenvacances@gmail.com
www.chooseacottage.co.uk/vev
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R & E Kitchen Care

Wessex Offices, St. Johns Nursing Home,
Rownhams Lane, Rownhams, Southampton,
Hampshire SO16 8AR
Tel: 023 8074 0034 • Fax: 0844 504 7587

www.carehomes.gb.com
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Bordon Masons
to the rescue....
When the brethren at Bordon Masonic
Centre were made aware that little Niamh
needed a cystic fibrosis vest, or a lifejacket as she calls it, costing £7,000.
Niamh’s family were in the process of
raising money for the vest when four of the
craft lodges meeting at the centre came
to the rescue with a personal donation
of £3,500 and a grant of £1,800 from
provincial charitable sources.
Niamh was diagnosed with cystic
fibrosis as a child, and has since
been supported magnificently by both
Basingstoke hospital and “Anna’s
Challenges”, a charity set up to support
sufferers of this life-threatening illness.
Headley Lodge separately donated £250
to this charity directly because enough
money had already been raised for
Niamh’s vest.
Cystic fibrosis is an inherited disease
caused by a genetic chromosome
mutation. The defective gene results

Left to right are
Brian McArthur,
Niamh’s parents
Victoria and Justin,
Peter James.

in abnormalities in the production and
function of a protein called the cystic
fibrosis transmembrane conductance
regulator (CFTR). In healthy cells, CFTR
acts as a chloride channel and a regulator
of sodium, chloride and bicarbonate
transport. The widespread presence
of CFTR throughout the body helps to
explain why cystic fibrosis is a multisystem condition affecting many organs.
The two major systems affected are the
lungs and the gastrointestinal tract.
Niamh’s vest is an airways clearance
system which provides vibrations to
the chest wall, helping to clear thick
mucus and prevent infections. The vest
can be used every day at home and
gives a greater level of independence,
optimising breathing and respiratory
function, reducing the risk of secondary
complications such as chest infections,
and dramatically improving the quality of
life for both her and her family.

Niamh’s parents joined the members
of the Bordon lodges for a buffet supper,
hosted by Woolmer Forest Lodge. At
the same event Ian Poyner, Group
Chairman of the Blackmoor and Whitehill
Scout Group, and Jane Kincaid, leader
of “Friends Forever” based at Kingsley,
were presented with cheques for £500
for their respective projects. David Drew,
the Dementia Navigator for the Guilford
area of the Alzheimer’s Society, gave a
short talk on both the work he and other
volunteers do for dementia sufferers,
and how a further donation of £500 from
Bordon masons will be used to support
their services in the local community.
Peter James

North Central charity presentation
Most of the Lodges in the Chandlers Ford and Eastleigh area
were represented when some £8000 was presented to numerous
non-masonic charities in its annual event at the Kings Court
Masonic Centre. The event was hosted by Ed Tooley who
introduced Assistant Provincial Grand Master Noel Voice to the
assembled audience before the cheques were presented to
the individual charities by the Worshipful Masters and Charity
Stewards of the Lodges. Individual contributions from the lodges
were enhanced by additional sums from the Tom Langton Fund.

The Charities included the Bishops Waltham Gateway Club,
Romsey Stroke Club, The Countess Mountbatten Hospice
Charity, MacMillan Cancer Support, Kidney Research, Hope
for Tomorrow, Chandlers Ford Girl Guides, Sophie’s Appeal,
Eastleigh Young Carers, the Masonic Salmon and Trout Fishing
Charity, Wessex Heartbeat, the Winchester Cathedral Learning
Centre and Fleming House.
Barry Gardiner
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‘‘

Annual General Meeting 1st July 2015
Extracts from Provincial Grand Master’s Address

Over the past five years all our efforts
have been directed to taking the
Province forward for the benefit of
all our brethren and the community

’’

Brethren, this meeting marks the end of one masonic year and the start
of a fresh one. Last year commenced with the formation of the new
masonic structure within the province; six areas each with an APGM
responsible for the lodges, and the brethren within his area.

This was driven by the size of the province
and my desire to ensure that all brethren
had an equal opportunity for recognition
of what they had done, but more
appropriately what they were capable of
doing, in support of and for the benefit of
the province.
Each area has a full masonic structure
which has created opportunities for
brethren to contribute; the primary objective
being to enhance the masonic experience
of brethren within their area. This work
is ongoing. We have area committees
covering all aspects of our work and each
lodge has a dedicated visiting officer
to support and ensure that lodges and
brethren understand what is happening in
their area and are able to take advantage
and benefit. Each area is effectively working
as a mini-province and I thank my APGMs
for their dedication and commitment to the
task. They have been working tirelessly to
ensure the success of their area, and the
Cabinet now meets on a monthly basis to
decide on strategy and share experiences
with a view to establishing best practice
across the province.
As a direct result, our exposure in the
community has increased significantly.
We have been welcomed warmly at
many events across the province, which
range from our joining a parade through
Bournemouth in full regalia, to our
brethren from the Solent area marshalling
the “Walk the Wight” charitable event. Our
annual Winchester Cathedral service has
been acknowledged by some civic leaders
as the highlight of their civic year and
likewise our area charitable presentations
are well supported by them. These
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presentations, once the sole preserve
of the Bournemouth group have now
been replicated in all areas throughout
the province, and give charities receiving
donations the opportunity to attend and
explain the nature of their work. Great
occasions for all concerned and we have
received very positive publicity as a result.
I have given a number of press interviews
including one on internet radio, which
have received widespread exposure and
been very successful.
With a view to developing this still
further, and building on the success
of our Freemasonry in the Community
(FITC) initiative, I have appointed a new
Provincial Grand Orator whose primary
task is to promote and manage our
delivery of speeches and addresses
to non-masonic organisations so that
they have a better understanding of
freemasonry. Authorised orations will
still be available for delivery in lodges
in the usual way but I want to reach
out to non-masonic organisations, and
arranging “after dinner” style speeches
by authorised orators will assist this.
We have already addressed one branch
of the University of the Third Age and I
am keen that we should progress this
with other branches of the U3A, service
clubs, the Women’s Institute and similar
organisations. This is the next stage of
our “openness” agenda and this will
be supported by our provincial and
area communication teams, who have
been working hard to promote public
awareness of freemasonry and which have
been strengthened by the appointment of
an experienced Press Officer.

Masonic Centres are central to our future
and it seems to me a basic concept that
those involved in managing our centres
should have a mechanism to establish and
share best practice. The Provincial Grand
Superintendent of Works, now a five year
appointment subject to annual review, will
arrange a review of all our masonic centres
and will chair a committee comprising
the area superintendents of works. The
objective is to ensure that all our masonic
centres are well run and well managed
for the benefit of the brethren and lodges
which they serve.
The new Provincial Membership
Committee will be running a number of
workshops in the coming months with a
view to ensuring that all our lodges benefit
from the membership initiatives introduced
into each area. These encompass not only
recruitment but more particularly retention,
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that they will follow the lead of the more
successful lodges and not wait for a
change in the regulations.

re-engagement and retrieval. Key to these
last 3Rs is the masonic experience created
within our individual lodges. Freemasonry
is to be enjoyed and all brethren should
work to ensure that those joining our
organisation are welcomed, and valued,
and enjoy the experience on a continuing
basis.
Working closely with this committee
will be our newly appointed Provincial
Grand Mentor who will himself ensure
training of our lodge mentors by organising
appropriate workshops through his team
in each area. At the very heart of this are
our Visiting Officers (VO) who have been
appointed solely to support the lodges
which they serve. There is no room in
the modern world or in freemasonry for
a “them and us” approach. Each and
every one of us constitutes the Province,
working together for the benefit of our

organisation. Don’t allow any member
of the organisation to gainsay what is an
incontrovertible fact.
You will all be aware of the Membership
Focus Group and the various committees
under its auspices established by
Grand Lodge. Many of you are already
contributing to its success by taking
part in the regular surveys. One of the
committees has drafted a strategy for
freemasonry which will entail a number
of changes to the Book of Constitutions,
but which is intended to take the craft
forward positively in an ever changing
world. Much of this strategy has already
been introduced in this province and I
am delighted to say has been embraced
by many of our lodges who recognise
the value of what we are doing. Changes
to the regulations will ensure that other
lodges fall into line and benefit. I do hope

Since our last annual meeting I have been
pleased to consecrate two new lodges,
Rugby Bastion which is taking us into the
rugby fraternity; and Lodge of Brevity which
will demonstrate that our lodges can adapt
to the needs of the modern man without
losing anything in the process. Later this
year I will consecrate a new motorsports
lodge and early next year I will consecrate
a new bikers lodge and probably an
association football lodge. Special interest
lodges provide an environment in which
brethren with common interests can meet
to share those interests whilst promoting
freemasonry to those outside the craft with
a similar special interest.
Social media continues to play an
important role in the progress which we are
making and I thank all those involved in its
development and management at provincial,
area, and lodge level. Very often, involvement
in social media gives a new brother an early
opportunity to shine and show his value and
I am delighted that senior brethren on the
whole are happy to allow this to happen. I
am sure that the growth of our “Light Blues”
clubs across the areas have encouraged
this and I thank all those brethren some
very junior, who are providing a lead in this
important growth area.
Over the next year you will hear much
about the Grand Lodge Tercentenary
in 2017. This anniversary, which is
remarkable in the life of any organisation,
is a great opportunity for us to reach out
into the community and the team which I
have appointed will be working hard over
the next year to ensure that we do so
successfully and capitalise on our history
whilst embracing the future. We also have
our own provincial celebrations; 250th
anniversary of the Province of Hampshire,
and the 150th anniversary of the combined
Province of Hampshire and Isle of Wight.
Great milestones, which we will celebrate
in appropriate fashion whilst registering
our commitment to the future.
It is a great privilege to lead this
Province and a heavy responsibility. Over
the past five years all our efforts have been
directed to taking the Province forward
for the benefit of all our brethren and
the community which we serve and this
will continue in the coming years. I wish
you all every joy and happiness in your
freemasonry in the ensuing year; and all
the years beyond.
Michael J Wilks
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Box Tunnel and its Connections
Constructed under Box Hill between
Bath and Chippenham by the then GWR
Company, work started on the tunnel in
1836 to provide a more direct route to the
trading port of Bristol.
Portsmouth’s Temperance Lodge
hosted an illustrated talk on the
construction of the Box Tunnel given
by Wiltshire and Sussex freemason Dr
Michael Smith, a former Great Western
Railway apprentice at the Swindon
Locomotive Works, teacher and lecturer
at Bristol University, and consultant to
Railtrack now Network Rail.
Work on the tunnel started in 1836 when
the first of 9 ventilation boreholes was
sunk into Box Hill. The tunnel, which was
completed in 1843, was considered an
engineering miracle, and at that time was
the longest tunnel in Europe. The GWR
Board appointed Isambard Kingdom
Brunel as the project’s Chief Consulting
Engineer and other important figures
including Daniel Gooch, Superintendent
of Locomotives and later GWR Chairman,
and Minard Christian Rea who was
appointed Works Manager at Swindon.
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Following a line survey by Brunel and
William Townsend, 8 major contractors
were selected to implement the works,
each paying a bond of £5,000. The initial
cost estimate was £2.5M. The nearby
Monkton Farleigh and Broughton Gifford
quarries were engaged to supply the huge
quantities of limestone and top forest
marble required. In the 18 miles from Box

to Bristol, 11 tunnels
in all were constructed
and Brunel drew up
templates for all the
five noble orders of
architecture to be
employed.
The awesome
statistics of the tunnel
construction include
the death toll of 115
men out of the 4,000
navvies employed by
the contractors, who
with 300 horses moved
a quarter of a million
cubic yards of spoil.
The tonnage of gun
powder, candles and
bricks employed was
massive. Also, the cost
of the tunnel rose from
the estimated £2.5M to
£6.3M. No change there!
Although some commentators suggest
that Brunel was not a freemason, he was
in fact initiated in France on 12th April
1830. Later when he became well known,
the United Grand Lodge of England
issued him with a dispensation to visit
English lodges. Other notable freemasons
associated with the tunnel were Daniel
Gooch, who was initiated into St. Georges
Lodge on 14th February 1850; Minard
Christian Rea, an Irish mason, who in 1852
became the Master of Royal Sussex Lodge
and progressed onwards and upwards
thereafter; Thomas Richard Guppy, one
of Brunel’s principal assistants who
designed the pumps needed to overcome
the regular flooding of Box Tunnel and
all the reciprocating pumps for Brunel’s
steamships, was a Somerset mason and a
joining member of Bath Lodge; and William
Glennie, the site engineer appointed by
Brunel, was a Bristol mason.
Interestingly, a letter written by Gooch
(when GWR Chairman) to Rea in 1854
stated that freemasons would receive a
reduced rail fare on production of a craft
masonic summons, presumably on the

GWR. How good would that be today?
Another interesting link was discovered
during refurbishment in 1986 of the west
portal when the keystone, originally
inserted in 1836, was removed; as well
as quarry identity and inspection marks,
a mason’s mark and the triple tau. The
mark was found to be that of one George
Harold Aylett, who had been engaged as
a master overseer by Brunel and Rea. He
was initiated into masonry in Exeter in
1829 and subsequently became a member
of the Royal Arch and a Mark mason.
Archive sources also show substantial
connections between various tunnel
project members and nearby lodges
including those in Marlborough, Swindon
and Monkton Farleigh for example.

Gooch’s diaries in particular contain
accounts of visits with Brunel to
lodges in the area before and during
the tunnel project including the Castle
Inn Lodge now Lodge of Loyalty and
Monkton Farleigh Lodge later known
as Lodge of Rectitude.
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Born in Portsmouth in 1806, Isambard
Kingdom Brunel is today recognised as a
British engineering genius associated with
a wide range of innovative projects. On
his death in 1859, Daniel Gooch declared
that this was the loss of Britain’s greatest
engineer, quote: “Original of thought, with
the boldest of plans and usually right.”
In 1862, additional tunnels were
constructed to accommodate 5 miles of
narrow gauge track laid from the main line
under Box Hill. In 1930 the War Department

took them over to be used for storage.
Ammunition trains started to arrive via
the separate military entrance in July
1938 and as many as 1,100 wagons were
recorded on 19th June 1940. Also in 1940
a complete aircraft factory was constructed
by Lord Beaverbrook at a cost of £20M
for which 20,000 workers were recruited.
The operations room for RAF 10 Group
was a further subterranean asset. Copious
archived illustrations of Tunnel Quarry show
the plans, galleries and munitions stacked
as far as the eye can see. Following WWII,
Tunnel Quarry was further excavated during
the cold war as a strategic asset but was
abandoned in 1974.
After 172 years of operation, the
future of Brunel’s tunnel is assured but
expensive. The electrification of the main
line will require modifications to the tunnel
to increase its overall height. However,
the roof cannot be raised as this is a
listed building so the base will need to be
lowered by 2m and graded over a track
distance of nearly 3 miles. This will involve

ground stabilisation and the introduction
of many catenary supports for the roof, all
at a cost estimate of £5.5M.

Insight is most grateful to
Dr Michael Smith and Roger Castle for
their help in producing this article.
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Test Valley Chapter support
for Leukaemia Busters

Pictured L to R: Bea and David Flavel, Peter Jones and Tony Barnes

During his year in the chair of Test Valley
Chapter, Peter Jones nominated the
Leukaemia Busters charity to receive the
raffle profits for his year, and accompanied
by fellow member Tony Barnes had great
pleasure in presenting Doctors David and

Bea Flavel with a cheque for £590.
Leukaemia Busters was founded in
1989 by three sets of parents, Wendy and
Robert Sutcliffe, Julie and Paul Daws, and
David and Bee Flavell, whose children
at that time were undergoing treatment

at Southampton General Hospital. Of
these, David and Bee Flavell, were
already research scientists working on
developing monoclonal antibodies for the
diagnosis of leukaemia and lymphoma.
Their son Simon sadly subsequently died
of leukaemia, which tragedy has added to
their motivation to develop anti-body based
treatment for children and adults with
currently incurable forms of the disease.
Peter, a survivor himself of hairy cell
leukaemia, was fascinated to see hairy cells
under the microscope in their laboratory
and admire with awe their current research.
The Leukaemia Busters charity, which is
based at Southampton General Hospital,
also benefits from local participants in
many high profile fund raising activities
such as the London Marathon and Great
South Run, and organises many events
in the area. They are a very proactive
and worthy charity, and more details
can be found on their website: www.
leukaemiabusters.org.uk
Peter Jones

Tradition of help to
Hospices continued
Hampshire and IOW Royal Arch Chapter help St Michael’s
Hospice Basingstoke.
When Hampshire and Isle of Wight Grand Superintendent, Alan
Berman, selected the St Michael’s Hospice in Basingstoke as his
annual charity, the tradition of the Royal Arch helping hospices
was continued.
The announcement, made at the annual convocation at the
Guildhall, Portsmouth also nominated Basingstoke’s Oakley
Chapter as the sponsoring chapter for this particular fund raiser.
An excellent start was made at the annual convocation itself
thanks to the generosity of those present and the proportionate
assistance of gift aid donations, after which fund raising
continued and significant donations were received from chapters
across the province.
At the same time, Oakley Chapter fulfilled their role by
organising a quiz night and a further social evening attended by
Helena Maskell, senior fund raising manager for the hospice, who
expressed her appreciation for the donations and provided an
insight into the workings of the hospice. They also arranged an
extremely well organised and successful sponsored walk around
Basingstoke, which started and finished at the masonic centre.
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The ten mile
course attracted
a large number
of walkers
including the Grand Superintendent and his wife Avril. For those
wanting a more leisurely stroll, a five mile trek was also available.
Being the host chapter, Oakley also made way at one of their
meetings for the Grand Superintendent and his team of active
officers to conduct the ceremony for that evening at which more
donations were forthcoming.
As a result of all the fund raising, the Hampshire and IOW
Provincial Royal Arch were able to make a donation to the
hospice of in excess of £35,000 and are pictured here during a
visit to the hospice. The Grand Superintendent accompanied by
his wife, his Deputy Colin Upton, and Charity Steward Bob Collins
and his wife Hilary were warmly welcomed and thanked by the
Chief Executive, David Monkman and Helena Maskell, Senior
Fund Raising Manager.
Bob Collins
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Another great
day out fishing

Caption
with boys
name if
possible

One of the
participants proudly
shows off his catch

PGM with six of the children
who took part and their helpers

One of the now frequent quarterly outings of the Hampshire &
Isle of Wight branch of the Masonic Trout and Salmon Fishing
Charity took place at Meon Springs in Hampshire. The charity,
which is organised by freemasons for the benefit of the local
community, provides an interactive fishing day for special needs
people, mainly children including those who are mentally and
physically handicapped, emotionally or behaviourally disturbed
or who have suffered trauma.
Eighteen children from two special schools took part in a day of
fly-fishing at the idyllic Meon Springs fishing lake. Provincial Grand
Master, Mike Wilks and his wife Kay were there for most of the
day and, after a barbecue lunch, the PGM presented
medals to all the children who took part.
The day’s activities were made possible by a
donation from the King Aelfred Lodge in Winchester.
After the medals, the PGM presented Sam
Chapman, Master of King Aelfred, with a certificate
of thanks from the Masonic Fishing Charity.
If you are an experienced fly angler or would like
to help with this charity please contact Jim Steele email: j.steele67@ntlworld.com.

SE Charity Evening
Once again the South East Area has pulled out the
stops and staged a hugely successful cheque
presentation evening at the Purbrook Masonic Centre.
Over 160 people attended and witnessed
the generosity of local lodges by way of
no less than 36 cheques being presented
to 25 local charities totalling over £23,000.
The event was attended by the Mayor
of Havant, Mrs Marjorie Smallcorn and
was hosted by Assistant Provincial Grand
Master, Mark Mills-Goodlet and members
of the Area Executive including Chairman
Graham Oughton.
The representatives of the 21 charities
assembled and were welcomed by the
hosts and other brethren present. Some
had set up display stands to promote their
charities. APGM Mark Mills-Goodlet gave
a speech welcoming the Mayor and all the
charity representatives which included a
quick talk on freemasonry, the masonic
charities and how relevant freemasonry is
in today’s society. The Mayor also rose to
welcome everyone, and thank the masons
for inviting her to the event and for all
the good work done in support of local
charities. John Charlton then introduced

the presentation
ceremony during which
each representative
was given three
minutes to promote
their charity prior
to receiving their
cheque. In some cases the stories
were very moving and heart rendering.
During the intermission, the assembly
was treated to an exhilarating 15
minute display by one of the charities
‘Top Banana’, a circus act based in
Portsmouth, who train underprivileged
youngsters in circus skills to build
their confidence and give themselves
something to latch on to. The evening
concluded with final words from the
APGM and the Mayor of Havant. The
Mayor clearly enjoyed the evening and
stayed on to circulate with the brethren
and charities before leaving sometime
later. She also commented that the
cheque presentation evening and the

annual Provincial Church Service at
Winchester Cathedral were two highlights
of her year in office.
The following charities benefitted on
the evening: After Care Baby, Alzheimer’s
Society, Anaphylaxis, Ark R.S.P.C.A
Solent, Beacon Food Group, British
Heart Foundation, Dyslexia, Elizabeth
Foundation, Gosport & Fareham Inshore
Rescue, Hampshire Riding Therapy,
Horizon Angles Club, Macmillan Nurses,
Multiple Sclerosis, Rachel Madocks,
Rainbow Centre, Rocky Appeal, Rosemary
Foundation, Rowans Hospice, Salvation
Army, SERV Wessex, Sherpa Nepal, Smile
Support and Care, Top Banana Circus
and Wessex Trust.
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Masonic Centres, the Future
The new Provincial Grand Superintendent
of Works, Peter Vosser, has been
appointed by the Provincial Grand Master
with a tenure of up to five years and a
remit to advise, guide and assist masonic
centre managers to get the best out of
their respective centres. Peter served
for nearly ten years on the Farnborough
Masonic Centre management board, seven
of them as chairman, and implemented
many strategic changes for the future
success of the centre. His professional
background is in quantity surveying and
project management, and he runs his own
small practice, with particular emphasis
on rescuing distressed projects for banks
and other financial institutions. He is
supported by the Area Superintendents of
Works and together they will promote best
practice. This will encourage and enable
our centres to meet fully the requirements
and aspirations of their members,
and play their part in activities involving
the wider community.
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The success and future of our lodges
and masonic centres will depend upon
this best practice being adopted and
followed by all, and ensure that they are
effectively supported by the province who
will share as much collective data and
information as possible. An immediate area
for consideration is the huge potential for
cost saving measures, which will benefit our
masonic centres by the implementation of
collective purchasing arrangements. Peter
and his area representatives will be pleased
to hear from anyone who has experience of
such agreements.
The Area Superintendents themselves
will be available locally to provide a support
network for advice on general management
and operational issues including statutory
and regulatory issues, building maintenance
and repair, and future projects. Brethren who
have particular qualifications or experience
in this respect, and wish to assist the
ProvGSuptWks should contact the Provincial
Grand Secretary in the first instance.
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QE Activity Centre
Bursledon, Southampton

Freemasons will remember the tragic news a while
back, which made the national press, radio and
television, regarding the very sad loss of the yacht
Cheeky Rafiki in mid Atlantic.
All the crew were lost, including a member of the Thomas
Bennett Langton Lodge (TBLL), James Male aged just
22 years of age. His father, Graham initiated James into
TBLL in November 2013 when he was Master.
The loss of James Male had a profound emotional affect on
the members of the lodge as well as other lodges and the local
community. In memory of James, a fund was set up initially
to raise money to purchase five sit-on single seat ‘Typhoon’
kayaks for the Queen Elizabeth (Silver Jubilee) Activity Centre,
which provides excellent facilities for the disabled in a beautiful
woodland setting at Bursledon, near Southampton. As happened
the momentum became unstoppable and the initial target of
£1,500 was quickly achieved, primarily due to the concerted
efforts by the members of TBLL who organised various fund
raising functions, including a Caribbean evening.
It was then decided
to raise the bar and
an additional target
of £10,000 was set to
purchase a Coulam
Wheelyboat V20, fitted
out to carry up to eight
wheelchairs. The fund
raising activities have
been very successful
and have been
Wheelyboat in Operation (from Retailer’s
boosted by a grant of
promotional literature)
a further £500 from
the Provincial Tom Langton Fund. Neighbouring lodges have also
made significant contributions of nearly £2,000 and even James’s
local, The Red Rover at Wellow, contributed over £400. To date

Presentation of £500 Tom Langton Cheque to QE Activity Centre: Graham Male
(3rd left) father of James, George Wilkinson, Charity Steward TBLL (1st right) and
QE Activity Centre Manager Phil Oates (3rd right) with children attending the Centre.

and including the £1,500 originally raised for the kayaks, the fund
stands at about £8,350 meaning that nearly £7,000 has been
raised towards the Wheelyboat.
The QE Activity Centre itself has been providing challenging
opportunities for children and young adults of all ages with differing
levels of disability since 1978. In that time thousands of people
with additional needs have been able to participate in activities
including canoeing, kayaking, climbing, archery, ropes courses and
motor boats trips. Also, the centre already has an adapted motor
boat that is able to carry 2 to 3 disabled people in wheelchairs.
This boat has been modified over the years and is neither ideal nor
purpose built. The Wheelyboat by comparison, is purpose built
and can carry up to 8 disabled adults in wheelchairs, and is able
to collect and drop off wheelchair users from a pontoon, or act
as a landing craft and drop off or collect them from beaches. This
fully functioning boat will also enable the centre to teach disabled
people to steer, navigate and attain an excellent level of boating
skills and allow them to have a much more enjoyable experience in
larger groups. The boat, to be named after James Male, has been
ordered and it will not be long before it will be carrying disabled
passengers and their carers up and down the Hamble River.
Philip Husbands

PGM Radio
Interview
The Provincial Grand Master, Michael J Wilks and the Provincial
Communication Officer, David Foot, took part in a live radio interview
recently on the Isle of Wight-based radio station, Vectis Radio.
A podcast of the interview can be heard by visiting the link below:

http://bit.ly/pgm-radio

PGM and David Foot, Provincial Communication Officer
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Calling all Yachtsmen!
Yachtsmen from across the
province travelled by boat and car
to meet at the Hardway Sailing
Club in Portsmouth Harbour to
enjoy an excellent evening with
food and drinks and engage in
discussion about the possibility of
forming a sailing lodge.
So far over 50 brethren have expressed
interest in forming a new lodge and, of
these, 21 own their own boats. The range
of experience and sailing knowledge
is impressive, which is bound to lead
to some very interesting after dinner
speeches once the lodge is underway. The
initial founders meeting will shortly be held
and interested parties are invited to attend.
More detail can be obtained from Frank
Milner (frank.milner@hantsmasons.org)
The Province of Hampshire and Isle of
Wight is uniquely placed on the banks
of some of the best sailing waters in the

Interested members and their wives gather at
Hardway Sailing Club

world and the plan is to hold the summer
meetings at various locations around the
Solent, so that those who wish to can sail
to lodge meetings and moor up in local
marinas, many of which are within walking
distance of masonic centres.

Financial help for
Horndean Scout
trip to Japan
With help from the Tom Langton Fund, members of Horndean
Lodge of Harmony boosted the Waterlooville & District Scout
Council Jamboree Fund by £500, and provided welcome help
towards the local Scouts trip to the World Jamboree held in
Japan. The cheque was presented by the Master, Gus Emery
to scouts Charlotte and Cameron, themselves actively involved
in fund raising, and District Commissioner, Richard Merryfield.
After the presentation, scout Cameron provided the assembled
brethren with a very confident outline of what was to happen in
Japan and how much work the scouts had done and still had
to do to fund it the expedition.
The Jamboree was held at Kirara-hama, Yamaguchi City
which is about 4½ hours by train to the south west of Tokyo.
There is a natural wildlife park on the site and millions of wild
birds visit the Kirara-hama sanctuary every year. The Jamboree
theme was Kanji Wa: A Spirit of Unity; when translated Kanji
means harmony, unity or togetherness and Wa is an old name
for Japan.
Gus Emery
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The lodge hopes to attract new
members from sailing clubs across the
province and add its name to the growing
number of sporting lodges in the area
alongside Lodge of Chevaliers de Fer and
Rugby Bastion Lodge, the Chequered Flag
Lodge which is due to be consecrated
soon, and the proposed association
football lodge sometime later.
Frank Milner

Mrs Marion Flemming recently presented a cheque
for £200 on behalf of the North Central Area’s Acorn
Club to Andy Spencer, Chairman of the City of
Winchester Freemasons’ Club.

Since the inception of the club in January 2010, the
Winchester Masonic Centre has hosted the Acorn Club on
numerous occasions with coffee mornings, presentations,
lunches and the now very popular annual celebration in
November. It was thought that a donation to the centre’s
appeal for the purchase of new chairs would be a very
suitable way to express the Acorn Club’s thanks to all those
associated with the running of the centre. The Acorn Club
meets each month in Winchester, Andover or Basingstoke.
Details on opposite page.
Neil Morse
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Farnborough Masons aid
Willow Foundation
Willow, a national charity working with seriously ill young adults, was founded by former Arsenal and Scotland
goal-keeper Bob Wilson and his wife Megs, following the loss of their 31 year old daughter, Anna, to cancer.
During his year as Master of Semper Fidelis Lodge in Farnborough,
David Brown chose the Willow Foundation as his nominated
charity and raised £500 for this excellent cause, and travelled
to Christchurch in Dorset to present the cheque personally to
founders Bob and Megs Wilson.
In a letter to Semper Fidelis Lodge the co-founders expressed
their thanks and said: “Since 1999 the charity has fulfilled more
than 11,000 Special Days for seriously ill young adults aged
16 to 40 living with life-threatening conditions such as cancer,
motor neurone disease, cystic fibrosis, muscular dystrophy and
Huntington’s disease. These Special Days enable them and their
families to reconnect and refocus on each other while enjoying
an activity of their choosing. For some their Special Day is the
opportunity to return some normality to their lives; for others it is a
last chance to fulfil a dream. Your donation will help others have a
much needed day of their choice. On behalf of those who stand to
benefit, many many thanks.”
David Brown commented: “I have met Bob and Megs Wilson
at various events and they always speak so passionately about
the charity and the joy its Special Days bring to young adults with
serious illnesses.”
The money was raised through a number of key raffle events
held by the lodge last year, including a white table dinner held for
the lodge widows at Christmas.

Provincial Clubs

Insight

Around the Province of Hampshire and Isle of Wight we have many clubs to help
bring together our extended family of members and lodge widows.
To find details of events near you, please contact your nearest club.

Your window into Hampshire
Freemasonry
Aldershot and Farnborough - Concord Club & Isle of Wight
Contact:
Alan Babister

01252 683113

Alton, Bordon and Petersfield - Watercress Club

Contact: Peter James

01730 893328

Botley and Woolston - Rendezvous Club

Contact: Gino Fanti

01489 783612

Bournemouth - Knole Club

Contact: Ken Iball

01202 890241

Chandlers Ford - Amity Club

Contact: Paul Hillyard

07703 346954

Cosham and Portsmouth - Capstan Club

Contact: Malcolm Childs

023 9267 9094

Fareham - Chatterbox Club

Contact: Kay Usher

01329 845521

Gosport - Banter Club

Contact: Geoff O’Neill

023 9235 8974

Isle of Wight - Compass Group

Contact: Chris Thomas

01983 840278

Totton - Waterside Friendship Circle

Contact: Mike Taylor

02380 862531

Winchester, Basingstoke and Andover - Acorn Club

Contact: Neil Morse

01264 354303
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