PROVINCIAL GRAND LODGE
OF HAMPSHIRE AND ISLE OF WIGHT

Tercentenary
Celebrations

Royal
Albert Hall
& Battersea
Evolution

The Tercentenary meeting of Grand Lodge will be held
at the Royal Albert Hall on Tuesday 31st October 2017.
Entry to this very special occasion is free of charge and
the Province of Hampshire and Isle of Wight has been
allocated 144 places, some of which are recommended
for senior oﬃcers of the Province but the vast majority
will be openly available. It is intended that all Master
Masons and Worshipful Brethren from across the
Province should be eligible to attend. Although we have
the largest allocation of any Province a ﬁrst come ﬁrst
served basis will not be appropriate.
Square events www.squareevents.org will therefore be used to
register interest and in due course a ballot will be held. It will be a
Province-wide ballot and thus not possible to book in pairs or parties.
Each successful brother will have his name forwarded to Grand Lodge
by the Province and his barcoded entry ticket will be speciﬁcally
named for his exclusive use. In the ﬁnal quarter of 2017 tickets will
be distributed together with a ‘regalia bag’ for use on the day. The
regalia bag is to avoid the necessity of bringing your usual regalia
case and will avoid the need for storage facilities. Grand Lodge will be
approaching Provinces for names early in 2017.

Post RMTGB Festival
Charitable Giving
Now that our 6-years magniﬁcent and record
breaking contribution to the RMTGB has come
to an end we now look forward to celebrating
300 years of freemasonry in 2017.
As part of the celebrations and to demonstrate our commitment
to local communities it is anticipated that lodges will wish to
support a variety of smaller local charities. There are many
deserving causes which do not have the visibility of the larger
organisations and where a few hundred pounds could have an
enormous impact. Your support of these smaller charities during
our Tercentenary year would be greatly appreciated.
Each Area will be hosting a Charity Presentation evening which
will be themed to the Tercentenary. In the last few years these
have received the most positive of local press coverage and the
local representatives of charities are stunned by the generosity
of Freemasons when they attend these evenings. Even if you
have already handed over the cash in support of their work
representatives should be invited and hosted at these wonderful
and often emotional evenings. The dates of the events will be
shown on the Provincial Calendar which is currently being created.

Lodge Celebration
of the Tercentenary
All lodges will be preparing to celebrate
the Tercentenary.

There will be a linked celebratory dinner to be held at Battersea
Evolution and those dining will be able to use the provided coach
transport from the Royal Albert Hall. This dinner will include a
champagne reception and wine. The seating capacity at Battersea
Evolution is signiﬁcantly smaller than that at the Royal Albert Hall and
this Province has been allocated 53 places some of which are for senior
oﬃcers of the Province to act as table hosts. The dinner will cost £135
and the Province will be responsible for collecting dining fees.
The balance of the ﬁrst 53 seats at the Royal Albert Hall will be
balloted amongst those brethren who have indicated that they wish
to attend both the meeting and the dinner. Showing interest in the
dinner presupposes that you will make payment on being one of the
lucky brethren in the ballot.

Our fraternity is not good because it is old, its old because its
good; and a signiﬁcant reason for that is the local lodge and its
members. An event in every lodge themed to the Tercentenary
is a must, perhaps a Dine-a-friend or a White Table that gives
potential members and members of the public a clear view of
our extra special organisation.
George Mars, Provincial Grand Orator, has prepared a very
entertaining 10 minute talk that every lodge should hear and it
would certainly be of interest to the public in this very special
year. What some take for granted is often a completely new
insight and in this busy world where many newer Freemasons
ﬁnd little time to do their own research. That is why local
orators will gear up to give the talks whether in lodge or at
dinner and be well versed in the early history of Freemasonry.

Family
Fun Day at
Marwell Zoo

On the very day that is the anniversary of the formation
of the ﬁrst Grand Lodge, Saturday 24th June 2017
(St John the Baptist’s Day) the Province will be holding a
fabulous family fun day at Marwell Zoo.

Entry will be just £10 per person and under 3’s will be free. That is
a massive reduction on the normal entry fee. Entry will be available
from 12 noon via a dedicated entrance where you will receive
a special wrist band. This wrist band shows that you are in the
extended Masonic family and entitled to a 10% discount in all food
outlets and the gift shop and, once the park has closed to regular
visitors at 6pm to be able to remain in the park for private viewings
and some special events. When you arrive and how long you stay is
up to you and there is no restriction on how many friends you bring
or tell about the event.
There will be a picnic area themed as a ‘Teddy Bear’s Picnic’ and you
are able to bring your own food rather than buy through the outlets
in the zoo and, of course, your wrist band allows you to go out to your
car to collect stuﬀ as and when you want it.
There will be free face painting for kids, birds of prey ﬂight exhibitions
and some of you will be able to take part; a special designated area
for us with bouncy castles, an archery range and an area where up to
20 of our favourite charities will be able to have stands.

A pyrotechnics troop will perform in the evening and all day there
will be larger than life mascots entertaining the kids. We also hope to
have a ﬁre engine and a large military vehicle for children to get into.
Marwell will provide us with some scheduled times for their regular
events such as animal feeding and your wrist band will give you a free
ride on the train that circulates the park.
You are at liberty to pass on this information to all those we regularly
support in your area – charities, schools, scouts, guides, sea cadets
so that the very maximum exposure is given to them to be able to
take advantage of this fantastic day out in high summer – and at our
special discount entry fee. As well as this general invitation … your
lodge may wish to sponsor a child or two from the charities you
support. This will be a really special day for children, mums, dads and
grandparents and a genuine opportunity for H&IoW Freemasons to
demonstrate their presence in the community.
Booking will not be available until the beginning of March 2017 but
you will see further information in the near future.

Special Investiture &
250th Anniversary of the
Province of Hampshire
& Isle of Wight
The Special Investiture meeting of the Province
will be held at the Novotel, Southampton on
Friday 3rd February 2017 at which 74 brethren
will be honoured.
It will be themed to the 250th Anniversary of the Province of
Hampshire and there will be a short presentation on its origins
during the meeting. The length of the meeting is considerably
shorter than the AGM and allows for maximum networking time.
The lodge room for about 300 brethren is usually packed to
capacity and all places are nominated to ensure that diners
have a reserved seat. Tables at dinner are 10’s and will be set
out so that brethren are with their friends and in Areas. Wine is
available at just £10 per bottle.
This will be a great event to start the Tercentenary year. A brief
period of priority booking will be available to those receiving
honours and a guest; and will then be open to all brethren who
have reached the rank of Master Mason.

Province of Hampshire
& Isle of Wight AGM
The next AGM, on Wednesday 5th July 2017, will have a
Tercentenary theme. All the Provinces in the south west region
will be taking part in the hosting and progression of a specially
commissioned Banner. We will receive it from Guernsey and
Alderney and pass it on to Wiltshire. It is intended that the
H&IoW to Wiltshire transfer will take place at the AGM and that
it will incorporate a public parading and formal hand-over in and
around Southampton Guildhall. Planning for this has only just
begun and details will be forthcoming in the new year.

Family Service of
Thanksgiving at
Winchester Cathedral
The annual service of thanksgiving will be held at Winchester
Cathedral on Sunday 19th March 2017. The traditional service will be
interspersed with hymns that you know without looking at the order
of service and to tunes that you sang at school thereby making it easy
to participate and enjoy. A genuine all the family aﬀair in one of the
most beautiful buildings in the country and right at the point where
winter becomes spring.

Hampshire &
Isle of Wight
Grand Ball &
Last Night of
the Proms

On Saturday 9th September 2017 the ﬁnal event of
the Tercentenary in the Province will be a Grand Ball
that includes a rousing Last Night of the Proms.
It will be held at the Grand Harbour Hotel in Southampton and restricted
to no more than 400 guests. A very modest ticket price of £50 for dinner
and great entertainment which will include tribute acts, a comedian and
dancing till late. There will be a silent auction but the main reason for the
event is to celebrate Britishness and Freemasonry. It is not a fancy dress
or masked ball but there will be a prize for the couple deemed the most
suitably dressed. You might see that as an opportunity for 18th century
attire! Dinner suit and black tie will otherwise be de rigeure. Bookings
will be available on Square events next Spring.

PROVINCIAL GRAND LODGE
OF HAMPSHIRE AND ISLE OF WIGHT

UGLE Tercentenary Representative:
Ian Preece, ianpreece7262@btinternet.com
(also Charity Presentation evenings & Special Investiture)

Marwell Zoo Family Fun Day:

Rob Wilson, the.wilsonfamily@btinternet.com

Winchester Cathedral Thanksgiving Service:
David Hilton, david7852@btinternet.com

Grand Ball & Last Night of the Proms:
Sean Whelan, sean_whelan@aol.com

