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British Red Cross celebrates 30 year
partnership with The Freemasons' Grand
Charity

Over the past 30 years, The Freemasons' Grand Charity has developed a strong
partnership with the British Red Cross, supporting their work both at home in the UK
and around the world. Last year, following a grant to fund a new emergency vehicle in
Sussex, The Grand Charity surpassed the £2 million mark in donations to the Red
Cross. This milestone has been recognised by the Red Cross who have thanked
Freemasons for their continued support.

The partnership between The Freemasons’ Grand Charity and the
British Red Cross highlights the impact two organisations with a
shared focus and a drive for change can have on the lives of
people in need. The consistent support of the Freemasons has
allowed us to plan and shape our services so we are able to live up
to our promise ‘refusing to ignore people in crisis’ both in the UK,
and abroad.
We are lucky to have such dedicated support, and I look forward to

continuing our partnership.
Mike Adamson, Chief Executive at the Red Cross
Since 1984, The Freemasons’ Grand Charity has helped the Red Cross respond to a
huge range of emergency situations across the globe, providing life-saving assistance
to those affected by natural disaster. Most recently, £50,000 was donated to help the
victims of the Nepal earthquake.
The Red Cross not only provides support to those facing disaster abroad but also to
those affected by crises across the UK. In 2014, when large areas of the country
experienced severe flooding, The Red Cross played a critical role in assisting those
affected and The Grand Charity supported these relief efforts with a donation of
£20,000.
The Grand Charity has also played an important role in funding the Red Cross’s Fire
and Emergency Support Service since 2000 when £300,000 was awarded to fund the
establishment of 10 services across the UK. Most recently, £48,000 was donated to
fund a new emergency vehicle in West Sussex. To date, over £650,000 has been
donated to the service, allowing the Red Cross to deploy 20 new emergency vehicles,
train hundreds of volunteers and help over 90,000 people who have been affected by
fire or other emergencies in the UK.
The Freemasons’ Grand Charity is proud of its partnership with the British Red Cross
and to have reached this important milestone of over £2 million in funding.
News of our support in the media:
o

British Red Cross thank Freemasonry on Red Cross Website

o

Feature article in Freemasonry Today outlining support for Red Cross in the
UK

o

Red Cross Vehicle in Sussex: Chichester Observer, 01/08/2015

o

Red Cross Vehicle in Sussex: Worthing Herald, 01/08/2015
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Masonic Charitable Foundation - A new charity for
Freemasons, for families, for everyone.
The Pro Grand Master, Peter Lowndes has announced that a new charity called the
Masonic Charitable Foundation is to be established, bringing together the charitable
activities of the four existing central Masonic Charities.
At Quarterly Communication of Grand Lodge on Wednesday, 9 September, the Pro
Grand Master said:

The Masonic Charitable Foundation will continue to offer the same
support and services to those Freemasons and family members
who need help, as well as support for the non-Masonic charitable
causes that the Craft wishes to assist.
The Masonic Charitable Foundation will be one of the largest charities in the country
and will rely on the generosity of Freemasonry for its funds.
It is anticipated that the Masonic Charitable Foundation will be registered with the
Charity Commission as soon as possible and that it will begin making grants from 1
April 2016. The proposals remain subject to the approval of some existing Charity
members.
A shadow board of trustees comprising individuals from the existing Charities is
overseeing the creation of the new charity and the transition into a single
organisation.
Further information about the Masonic Charitable Foundation will be made available
over the next few months.

Please visit mcf.org.uk for more information.
You can also Find us on Facebook and Follow us on Twitter.

The Provincial Grand Lodge of
Hampshire and Isle of Wight
September 2015

Provincial Grand Master’s Reception for Active Officers
On Sunday 13th September 2015 the Provincial Grand Master, R.W. Bro. Mike
Wilks, held a reception for the Brethren who received active Provincial
Appointments at the July meeting of Provincial Grand Lodge.
The reception was held at the King’s Court Masonic Centre in Chandlers Ford
and was attended by over 70 Brethren, supported by their wives and partners.
The reception commenced with an address by the Provincial Grand Master,
where he congratulated the Brethren who had received ‘active’ rank and
thanked all the Ladies for their ongoing support.
Mrs Kay Wilks was then presented with a beautiful bouquet of flowers by the
Provincial Senior Grand Warden, W.Bro. Mike Ingram.
A splendid buffet reception followed, which was enhanced by pleasant music
and very pleasant company. The sun even made a brief appearance!
In addition to the group photo on the next page many more photos from this
and other events can be viewed by visiting our Provincial Flickr site at:
www.flickr.com/photos/hampshiremasons/albums/72157658666390035

The Provincial Grand Lodge of
Hampshire and Isle of Wight

Group photo of active Provincial Officers 2015 and their partners

Which medical research study did your
region vote to support?
To mark the 25th anniversary of the MSF, the Fund invited Freemasons from across
England and Wales to nominate one proposal from an agreed shortlist of research
projects based in, or near their region.
The chosen medical research projects will each receive a share of the MSF Silver
Jubilee Research Fund. Here are the results from your region...

As you can see William Harvey Research Foundation's project to advance the
discovery of new medicines for dementia gained the most support. The Foundation
requested a research grant of £99,000.
This means that the MSF will award William Harvey Research Foundation a
grant of £99,000.
You can read more about the research project in the MSF's online booklet and over
the coming months, the Fund will organise a cheque presentation which they will strive
to get published in local papers.

Click here for further details about all the research projects
Thanks to your votes the people suffering from dementia can benefit from the
generous donations the MSF receive from the Masonic community. We look forward
to keeping you up to date on the progress of the this research projects once they get
under way.

…---… S O S …---… S O S …---… S O S …---…
Do you work in London?
Would you like to enjoy Freemasonry in London without
losing your connection with the Province?
Then Read on……
Hampshire Lodge No 3538 was consecrated on 10th October 1911 by RW Bro. Sir
Augustus Webster, the then Provincial Grand Master, to cater for the needs of a group of
Hampshire men who were living and working in London and who were keen to retain their
links with their home County. The Lodge remains one of the London ‘outposts’ of the
Province, meeting at Freemasons Hall, Great Queen Street.
Throughout its life, the Lodge has maintained a close association with the Province. Each
successive Provincial Grand Master has been elected an Honorary Member and the
Lodge has been privileged to receive visits from the Provincial Grand Masters and
members of their Executive, most recently at its Centenary celebrations in November
2011.
Like many London Lodges, membership has dwindled and the future of Hampshire Lodge
is beginning to seem very bleak indeed.
Hampshire Lodge is in desperate need of new and joining members to swell its ranks and
to ensure its continued existence. We meet on 4th Thursday in October, November,
January and March and, in conjunction with Telephone Lodge No 3301, meet virtually
each Monday evening, September to March, in Freemasons Hall for the Telephone and
Hampshire Lodge of Instruction.
For more information contact:
W. Bro. Nils Farestvedt – nils.f@btinternet.com (Secretary)
or
W. Bro. Geoff Mackay – geoffmackay@btinternet.com (W.M.)

