
 

 

 

 

 

 

February 2017 
 

R W Bro Ernest Frederick Robert Moss 
Past Provincial Grand Master 

 
 
Further information –  
 
Mrs Jean Moss was keen to ensure that all those who wish to pay 
tribute to Bro Ernest should be able to attend the Thanksgiving Service 
at 2.00pm at Warblington Church and then join the family afterwards at 
Brookfield Hotel, Emsworth. 
 
However, there are logistical difficulties – Warblington Church is small, 
there are no parking facilities, and the access road is a narrow lane in 
which parking is dangerous.  Further, anyone parking at or near the 
church will cause problems for those members of the family and close 
friends travelling to the church from the crematorium. 
 
Brookfield Hotel have kindly agreed that anyone attending the church 
can park at the Brookfield and walk to the church – which is fine 
depending upon the weather.  It is at least a 15 minute walk.   Many 
brethren who would want to attend the church may find this a problem 
and the family will fully understand if attendance at the church is 
adversely affected but request that there should be no parking at or on 
the access lane to the church.  Please respect the family’s wishes.   
 
I have informed Jean that with the family’s agreement the Province will 
organise a suitable Memorial Service for Ernest in an appropriate venue 
such that all brethren who wish to pay their respects will be able to 
attend.  Details will be provided in due course. 
 

1st February 2017  
R W Bro Michael J Wilks 
Provincial Grand Master 
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3rd February 2017 

Special Meeting of Provincial Grand Lodge 

Provincial Grand Master’s Address 

1. Brethren, I start by welcoming you all to this Special Meeting of Provincial Grand 
Lodge – the seventh such meeting which I introduced to honour brethren who, for a 
whole variety of reasons, are not recognised in the normal course by the Province 
notwithstanding their continuing support and involvement. 

 
2. This year, the event is even more special.  It is the Tercentenary Year of Grand 

Lodge – a great milestone in the history of Freemasonry.  It is the 250th anniversary 
of the Province of Hampshire, founded in February 1767 – and I am grateful to my 
ProvGOrator for his illuminating Address which gave an insight into our beginnings. 

 
3. As part of an organisation which has developed over three centuries, and as a 

Province which has existed for 250 years, we can, and should, be enormously proud.  
We can look back and marvel at how an organisation which started with a small 
gathering in a London Ale House developed into a world-wide organisation. 

   
4. Anniversaries are a great time to reflect on the past.  But there can be no celebration 

unless one can be confident of the future.  There is no doubt that the Craft has 
experienced many changes in its fortunes over the centuries.  We know that at the 
turn of the 19th century and as the Craft entered the 20th century it was thriving and 
generally recognised as a force for good in the community.  Men were proud to be 
recognised as members; and their families were proud of the Masonic connection.  
Things changed dramatically during the last century consequent upon persecution 
of the Craft by the Nazis and other similar organisations – forces for evil determined 
to rid the world of a force for good.   

 
5. In this country, our members became secretive about their membership - and that 

had a profound effect on the development of the Craft in the 20th century.    An 
organisation previously accepted as a force for good was treated with suspicion by 
the public.  Conspiracy theories developed and were given prominence by the media 
– it made news.  Members were treated with suspicion by the authorities, by 
businesses, and by all those in society who were not part of it.   

 
6. If the Craft was to have a future, it had to change the public perception.  Shaking off 

the reputation of secrecy was a monumental task and in some parts of the 
community the myth of secrecy still exists, but I believe that society as a whole now 
accepts Freemasonry for what it is consequent upon the programme of openness 
which we have followed, coupled with our charitable support.   Our community 
events are supported by members of Parliament, the Lords Lieutenant, the High 
Sheriff, and civic leaders, who are happy to attend and obtain a better understanding 
of our organisation.   
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7. Notwithstanding, for a period of 20 years from 1990, the Craft experienced a 
significant decline which was unstainable and which if continued would have 
resulted in the demise of our organisation.   In this country, over that 20 year period, 
the Craft lost one third of its members.  Extraordinarily, during that period, the Craft 
was still able to attract 8000 new members each year, but its members were leaving 
at an alarming and ever increasing rate.  Cleary, those joining were disappointed 
with the experience – the Craft was not living up to their expectations.  
  

8. We can look for reasons – what happened during those twenty years.  There were 
massive changes in Society - the World Wide Web, Global Positioning Systems, 
Google, mobile telephones became the norm developing into smart phones, and 
computers which at the start of the period filled a room or more in business 
premises were now captured on a device which could be carried by hand and 
available to all including children.  Devices and advances in technology increased 
the pace of life and paradoxically men had less time for activities outside the home 
and business environment.  Time was precious and had to be well spent.   

   
9. Regrettably, the Craft did not respond to these monumental changes in society.  

Having existed and developed over almost 300 years it had unquestionably adapted 
to the changes in society over that period. But as the pace of change in society 
quickened, the Craft failed to react.  It fell behind the society of which it was part, 
and needed to be proactive to catch up.   

   
10. In this Province we began the necessary changes 7 years ago.  It has been a slow 

but nonetheless very rewarding process.  We are seeing growth in this Province for 
the first time for a generation.  Grand Lodge have introduced a number of changes 
and the Craft itself is benefitting with most Provinces now turning the tide and 
moving towards a period of growth. 

 
11. This is a tremendously exciting time for Freemasonry, for Freemasons, and for this 

Province and its brethren. There will be many opportunities for Lodges arising out of 
the Tercentenary and no Province is better placed to take advantage of these 
opportunities than Hampshire and Isle of Wight. 

 
12. The majority of our Lodges are seeing growth and will benefit from this special year.  

Regrettably, we still have Lodges struggling in the modern environment and our 
Area teams are working hard to assist, and in some respects to change the culture 
of such Lodges – in some cases to ensure that the Lodge members understand the 
importance of moving with the times, and taking advantage of the many initiatives 
which have been introduced.  Fundamentally and above all we are a caring 
organisation - everyone who joins is special and should be looked after.  We must 
ensure that we live up to the expectations of the millennial man, and that he and his 
family are happy for him to spend his time with us, and above all, that he enjoys his 
Freemasonry.   

 
13. It is important that our Lodges continue to look at growth – not just initiations, but 

monitoring, and taking steps to minimise resignations and exclusions, working 
double ceremonies where appropriate, stemming resignations, ensuring the 
Masonic experience for all members is such that they want to stay members.  
Lodges can work together with other Lodges in the same Centre or Area  – those 
with an influx of candidates can share the work with Lodges with a shortage who will 
benefit from the involvement.  

 

  



 

14. There are a number of issues here relating to membership which are crucial to our 
future – each Area, and each Lodge, has officers dedicated to these issues, but it is 
nonetheless the responsibility of all of us to work together to continue to take our 
Lodges, and the Province, forward.  If that means changing the culture of a Lodge, 
or brethren within a Lodge, then so be it. 
    

15. I wish to thank all members of the Area Executives – which did not exist just three 
years ago but which have made an enormous difference to the Craft in this Province 
whilst giving brethren an early and lasting opportunity to serve the Province at an 
early stage.   

    
16. I now move back to the here and now!  I am delighted to welcome you all to this 

Special Meeting of Provincial Grand Lodge - it is an intimate event within our 
Province and the occasion is very much enhanced by the attendance of our Guests 
– the heads of other Masonic Orders within the Province whose support I greatly 
value and I thank them for their continuing commitment to the Craft.  They will be 
taking part in the Heads of Orders lecture later in the year at Hermes Lodge which 
won the draw – look out for the date later in the year which will be an opportunity to 
see the Heads of all our Orders working together.  

 
17. The plans for Tercentenary events within the Province are well publicised.  In just 6 

weeks’ time, on the 19th of March, the family Thanksgiving Service at Winchester 
Cathedral will be held.  Hymns you know and to tunes you learnt at school will make 
this a very special event in one of the most beautiful buildings in the country. 

 
18. The Family Fun Day on the 24th of June, the very day of the Tercentenary, is a 

fabulous opportunity to enjoy Marwell Zoo at a greatly reduced cost with all your 
family and friends; and to engage with local charities, especially those focussing on 
children, and other organisations our lodges support on a regular basis.  A number 
of lodges are already planning to sponsor underprivileged children and carers.  It 
would be very special if all lodges considered doing something similar.  A variety of 
additional entertainments have been arranged and we will have exclusive use of the 
park after it has closed to the general public in the evening.  This is a real 
opportunity for us to demonstrate our commitment to Freemasonry in the 
Community.  And each Area will host a Charity Presentation Event themed to the 
Tercentenary. 

 
19. The Provincial finale will be the Grand Ball at the Grand Harbour hotel on the 9th of 

September which was sold out within a matter of days. Brethren, sell-outs are 
becoming common in this Province, not least because of our innovative and simple 
to use on-line booking system.  I do urge you to book early whenever you learn that 
events are open via squareevents.org. 

   
20. These Provincial Events will tie in with similar Events organised by Grand Lodge 

and Provinces across the country.  The profile of our organisation should reach an 
all-time high – and we need to take advantage.  In this Province we have the 
necessary mechanism in place at Provincial and Area level, but if all our Lodges are 
to benefit they must all step up to the plate, and in particular ensure that all those 
who join us are valued, enjoy the experience, and continue to support.  

    
21. Finally, brethren I congratulate all those brethren whom I have been privileged to 

honour this evening – brethren especially selected by their Area APGMs on the 
basis mentioned in my Introduction to the Paper of Business, part of which I will 
repeat now –“brethren whose love of the Craft is apparent in all that they do; and 
who have continued to serve regardless of any personal preferment, or indeed the 



 

hope or expectation of such. It is this which makes this Meeting so special and I am 
pleased to pay tribute to these brethren.” 

 
22. I thank these brethren for their contribution to the Province and I wish them well in 

the coming years.  I know that they will continue to contribute and enjoy their 
Freemasonry – but I make it clear that (save in respect of those serving as Visiting 
Officers) the honour is for what they have done in the past and is not an earnest of 
future performance. 

 
23. Quite different of course from those brethren promoted as Visiting Officers who 

have been recognised for their work in that increasingly important role and I wish 
them continuing success in supporting the Lodges to which they have been 
appointed. 

 
24. I now return to the main objective of this Meeting, which is a celebration for those I 

have appointed and promoted.  I trust that they will enjoy the rest of the evening; 
and all the years to come in their respective offices.  

  
25. I thank the Provincial Grand Stewards Lodge for organising the construction of a 

Lodge Room from a restaurant, shortly to be a restaurant again, which started early 
this morning.  And of course our Provincial GDC and his Deputies, and the 
Provincial Secretariat who have work tirelessly to ensure the success of the 
occasion.  Finally may I thank you all for your attendance today, for supporting this 
meeting, and making it special for those who have been honoured.   

       

MJW/03022017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 2017 

2016 Festival Jewel Acquires Permanent Status 

 

Following on from the staggering success of the 2016 Festival, which raised over 
£7.75 Million for the Royal Masonic Trust for Girls and Boys, the MW The Grand 
Master, His Royal Highness The Duke of Kent, KG has been pleased to approve the 
2016 Festival Jewel as a permanent jewel for Brethren of the Province of Hampshire 
and Isle of Wight. 

 

 

The jewel can now be worn by qualifying Brethren in their Craft lodges in perpetuity 
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Presentation given at the Special General Meeting – Novotel Hotel Friday 3rd February 2017 
 

Formation of the Masonic Province of Hampshire 

 

Right Worshipful Provincial Grand Master and brethren. 

We are living through extraordinary times.   

Our political, cultural and social norms are being scattered in many directions across the full 
spectrum of society today; even in Freemasonry, our past thinking is being challenged and 
changed at great speed and in some quarters causing disquiet and uncertainty.   

Yes, our place in the world is changing! But how interesting it is to realise that each and every 
one of us is part of this living history, shaping and forming it as we live our lives. 

Change is inevitable and was none more so than that faced by society during that great period 
of the Age of the Enlightenment between the years 1650 to the mid 1800’s when Freemasonry, 
as we know it, developed.  

Born from the speculative lodges of earlier times; men of intellect sought to bring freedom of 
expression and thought to a world hindered by religious dogma and superstition, by developing 
scientific and cultural thinking and thus bringing change to the world at large.   

Organisations such as the Royal Society and Freemasonry provided the vehicle in which men of 
standing could meet as equals without recourse to political, scientific or religious constraints. 

Freemasonry, formed by such men from the operative lodges had by the beginning of the 
eighteenth century created a predominance of purely speculative lodges in the south of 
England, with operative and mixed lodges still in the majority in the north of England and in 
Scotland.  

At this time, the Grand Lodge of England was limited to a small number of Masonic lodges 
within the City of London with its initial founders meeting as a Grand Lodge at the ‘Apple Tree 
Tavern’ in Covent Garden with a second meeting convened at the ‘Goose and Gridiron’, St 
Pauls Churchyard on 24th June 1717.  This being the first Grand Lodge created. 
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However, in 1751 a group of Irish Freemasons in London formed a rival Grand Lodge, claiming 
that the existing Grand Lodge had departed from the old ways of practicing their ritual whereas 
their lodges were working according to the ‘Old Institutions’ granted by Prince Edwin at York in 
the year AD 926. They styled themselves Ancients with the first Grand Lodge being viewed as 
the Moderns. 
 
Needless to say, neither Grand Lodge recognised each other as ‘regular’ Freemasons. 
 
However, by 1813, these two Grand Lodges settled their differences and combined to form the 
United Grand Lodge of England.  It is thus that the United Grand Lodge of England as we know 
it dates back to the founding of the first Grand Lodge in June 1717.  It is from this date that we 
celebrate our Tercentenary in 2017. 
 
The authority of the United Grand Lodge of England therefore spread across the country.  
 
However, with the problems of travel and communications in those far off days and for 
efficient regulation and administration of the Craft, the first Grand lodge had previously found 
it necessary to establish ‘local’ representation which led to the appointment of the first 
Provincial Grand Master in 1725, under the original Grand Lodge – in this case for the county of 
Cheshire.   
 
This continued with the United Grand Lodge of England.  
 
Provincial Masonry therefore developed throughout the rest of the eighteenth century with the 
Masonic Province of Hampshire having come into being on 28th February 1767 under the 
auspices of the first Grand Lodge with the appointment of its first Provincial Grand Master, 
Thomas Dunckerley.   
 
It is by this appointment that in just 25 days time we shall have reached the 250th birthday of 
the Province.  
 
Now, Thomas Dunckerley was spoken of as a most “Remarkable Freemason”.  Born on 23rd 
October 1724, from it is said, a liaison between Dunckerley’s mother Mary Dunckerley and the 
Prince of Wales, later King George II and therefore the King’s illegitimate son.   
 
At the age of ten Dunckerley entered the Navy, and continued in naval service for 26 years, 
acquiring by his intelligence and uniformly good conduct, the esteem and commendation of all 
his commanders.  But having no personal or family connections, he attained no higher rank 
than that of Gunner.  However, it must be noted that such a rank in those days held 
considerable responsibility on a man-of-war.   
 
Dunckerley spent many years on foreign service, not returning to England until after the Siege 
of Quebec in 1760, when at that time he learnt of his mother’s death and that on her death-
bed she had made a solemn declaration, accompanied by such details as left no possible doubt 
of its truth, that Thomas was the illegitimate son of King George II, born while the King was still 
Prince of Wales.   
 
This fact of the birth had, however, never been communicated by the Mother to the Prince 
thereby King George II died without knowing that he had such a son.   



 
 
Dunckerley was Initiated on January 10th 1754 at the age of 29 into a lodge meeting at the 
Three Tuns Tavern in Portsmouth, later known as the Lodge of Antiquity No28; he also took an 
active role in a number of lodges becoming Master of a lodge in Plymouth in 1756.   
 
It is because of his military service and knowledge of men of high rank, and his skills within the 
Craft, that led him to be appointed as the first Provincial Grand Master of the Province of 
Hampshire on 28th February 1767.  Dunckerley certainly led a most interesting Masonic life 
rising to Past Senior Grand Warden in the Grand Lodge in 1786.   
 
The first lodge actually constituted by Dunckerley was the New Inn Lodge No405 at 
Christchurch in 1770, now known as Lodge of Hengist No195, which still meets to this very day. 
 
Dunckerley was succeeded as Provincial Grand Master by Lord Charles Montagu who became 
the Provincial Grand Master in 1776, then later by Captain Michael Pascal R.N. in 1784 when in 
1786 Dunckerley once again took charge as Provincial Grand Master continuing until his death 
in 1795.   
 
It is interesting to note that in the Grand Officers List for 1795, the time of Dunckerley’s death, 
that he was the Provincial Grand Master for Dorset, Essex, Gloucester, Hereford, Somerset, 
Southampton, the City and County of Bristol and the Isle of Wight.   
 
At its outset in 1767, the Province of Hampshire consisted of eight Masonic lodges of which 
only one, Ringwood No. 318 is still working today as Lodge of Unity No132 which still meets in 
Ringwood in the Unity Hall. The remaining seven lodges were formed in and around 
Portsmouth between 1724 and 1764. 
 
Brethren, our modern combined Masonic Province will celebrate its formation in 2019 and no 
doubt, this will be a cause for further celebration.   
 
However, for many years there has been some doubt as to whether the correct title of our 
modern Province should contain the word “the” before “Isle of Wight”.  However, the official 
usage is the Patent of Appointment of the first Provincial Grand Master. 
 
The Right Honourable William Wither Bramston Beach was styled as Provincial Grand Master 
for Hampshire and the Isle of Wight.  However, in these modern times it has become the 
custom not to use the word “the” but merely Hampshire and Isle of Wight.  But woe betide 
those today who use the old wording!   
 
Our modern Province has advanced considerably from those days with 252 lodges at present 
and some 9,000 brethren meeting across the Province; technology now plays a vital role in 
communications between brethren, creating a portal for non-Masons to obtain a better 
understanding of Freemasonry; long may this continue. 
 
Brethren, our Province has a rich and most interesting history and I encourage you all, not only 
to research your own lodge history, but that of our Province; we have, through the services of 
our local Masonic Centre museums and libraries which have been established across the 
Province, many interesting books as well as artefacts to enable you to study our history as well 
as our new Provincial Lodge history website.   



 
 
Brethren, by understanding our past we can all help to shape the future for as I stated at the 
beginning of this Presentation we are all part of a living history. 
 

Right Worshipful Provincial Grand Master and brethren - I thank you for your attention. 
 
 

George Mars, PAGDC; Provincial Grand Orator 
September 2016 
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Charity Giving Post Festival 
 

Dear Bro Secretary, 
 

At the Special Meeting of Provincial Grand Lodge on 3rd February the Provincial 
Grand Master announced that he would like Lodges to focus on supporting local non-
Masonic charities with donations to be made or acknowledged at the Area Charity 
Presentation Events.  This gives the beneficiary charities exposure to other Lodges 
and brethren in the Area. 
 
The Provincial Grand Master also made a special appeal for ‘Lifelites’ which is a 
unique, masonically-inspired charity donating and maintaining specialist technology 
packages for use by terminally ill and disabled children and young people using 
every hospice service across the British Isles.   
 
Once every four years, Lifelites aims to return to each hospice with a brand new 
package of the latest assistive technologies to help the young people there to play, to 
be creative, to control something for themselves and communicate – irrespective of 
their disabilities. 
   
Lifelites in Hampshire 
 
In 2017, the charity plans to return to Naomi House and Jacksplace which is well 
known to Freemasons across the Province.  Naomi House say that “The Lifelites 
package is of huge importance. It keeps us up to date with all types of inclusive 
technology and gives our children and young adults the autonomy to engage with 
this type of equipment.”  Among their requests is the new Eyegaze which is 
particularly good for use at the bedside. This will give youngsters with motor 
disabilities the chance to use a computer to play games and speak to their parents 
and carers using just the movement of their eyes.  
 
The proposed new package will cost Lifelites in the region of £25,000 - £30,000, and 
the ongoing technical and training support will add approximately £20,000 to the cost 
of the package during its four year cycle.  There is no cost to Naomi House. 
 
Provincial Relief Chest for Lifelites - 0170  
 
The Province has opened a Relief Chest for Lifelites dedicated to the provision of 
equipment and support at Naomi House with a view to maximising charitable giving 
through Gift Aid.  Relief Chest Gift Aid envelopes are currently being distributed to 
Lodges and brethren who wish to support the Lifelites Project at Naomi House 
should quote 0170 in the space provided on the envelope.   
 
I have also attached two forms which I have pre-filled with the Lifelites details;  
 

1. ‘Single Donation Form - Lifelites’; which should be used for individual 
donations for brethren who wish to donate direct to the Relief Chest without a 
Gift Aid envelope. 

2. ‘Misc Payment Form - Lifelites’ which should be used for lodge donations; 
e.g. from a Charity Account. 

 
The Provincial Grand Master would like the Province to cover the cost of the Naomi 
House package for 2017 and is pleased to announce that charitable donations at our 
Special Provincial Meeting last Friday raised a magnificent £1,855.80 to which tax 
reclaim will be added; so the Appeal has got off to a very good start. 
 

Frank Milner 
Provincial Grand Secretary 
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Miscellaneous Payment Form
Please do NOT  use this form for personal donations

Relief Chest Details

Please send completed form and donation to: 
Relief Chest Scheme, Masonic Charitable Foundation, 60 Great Queen 

Street, London WC2B 5AZ
Tel:020 3146 3333

Relief Chest name

Relief Chest no.

Donation Details
Please ensure all cheques are made payable to The Freemasons' Grand Charity .

.Donation amount:       £

Receipt Details

Please tick if a receipt is required Please note that receipts can only be issued to the Relief Chest Representative.

- -Date

Description of donation (e.g. raffle collection, alms; for festival donations please enter Lodge name and number)

On 1 April 2016, the Relief Chest Scheme of The Freemasons' Grand Charity (Registered Charity Number 281942) became part 
of the Masonic Charitable Foundation, a new charity for Freemasons, for families, for everyone. 
Please visit mcf.org.uk for further information.
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Single Donation Form

Donation Details

Please ensure all cheques are made payable to 
The Freemasons' Grand Charity.

Gift Aid Declaration

Personal Details

First name

Last name

This form is for personal donations only.

I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the 
amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any 
difference.
Please treat as Gift Aid donations, all qualifying gifts of money made:

Please read the declaration below before you tick the relevant box(es) and date the form.

Signature

Send this completed form to : Relief Chest Scheme, Masonic Charitable Foundation, 60 Great Queen Street, 
London WC2B 5AZ 
Tel: 020 3146 3333

Please notify us if you want to cancel this declaration, change your name or home address or no longer pay 
sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains.

Address

If you do not wish for tax to be reclaimed, please tick here:
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I enclose:

Postcode

Lodge/Chapter name

Lodge/Chapter no. Relief Chest no.

On this donation only in the past 4 yearsin the future

- -Date

a cheque a charity voucher (e.g. CAF/KKL)

.Donation amount    £

On 1 April 2016, the Relief Chest Scheme of The Freemasons' Grand Charity (Registered Charity Number 281942) became 
part of the Masonic Charitable Foundation, a new charity for Freemasons, for families, for everyone. 
Please visit mcf.org.uk for further information.

Data Protection Act (1998)
We will treat your personal information as private and confidential. Your details will be stored by the Relief Chest Scheme to process your donation in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998. 
In order to provide reports on appeals and festival honorifics your details may be shared with the relevant Relief Chest Representatives and/or Province.

Boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate
If you are a UK tax payer, under the Government’s Gift Aid Scheme, the Relief Chest Scheme of The Freemasons’ Grand Charity 
(Registered Charity Number 281942) can reclaim  the tax you have already paid on your donation and add it to the value of your 

gift. Gift Aid is reclaimed by the charity from the tax you pay for the current tax year. 
Your address is needed to identify you as a current UK taxpayer.
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 Win the Ultimate Library of 100 signed books 
Enter the Lifelites online raffle for just £5! 

Please share with your Lodge - tickets available here 
We are offering you the incredible opportunity to win 100 signed books in our online raffle. The 
raffle is being held on givergy.com and tickets cost £5 - that's the equivalent of 5p a book!  

  

 

All the books included in the prize have 
kindly been donated for free, and each one 
is signed by the author or 
illustrator.  Authors of the books featured in 
the prize include  Jeffrey Archer, Julian 
Barnes, Alan Bennett, Tony Blair, Bernard 
Cornwell, Jonathan Dimbleby, Max 
Hastings, Douglas Hurd, P D James, John 
Le Carré, Michael Palin, Jeremy Paxman, 
Malcolm Rifkin, Stella Rimington and Ann 
Widdecombe, among others. 

   

    

 

 

All the money raised from the raffle will help us donate specialist technology to terminally ill and 
disabled children in every children's hospice service across the British Isles. This technology 
helps give children with limited life unlimited possibilities, and the opportunity to play, be creative, 
communicate and control something for themselves. 

 

  

Enter the raffle now  
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Tercentenary Royal Albert Hall & Battersea Evolution - 31st October 2017 

 

Hampshire and Isle of Wight were offered 144 seats at the Royal Albert Hall and 53 seats for the 
dinner at Battersea Evolution for this premiere event of the Tercentenary year. 

The secret ballot for tickets for the Royal Albert Hall and Battersea Evolution was drawn recently by 
the Provincial Grand Master in the presence of Ian Preece, Provincial Grand Director of Ceremonies, 
David Foot, Provincial Communication Officer and Barrie Hewitt, Provincial Grand Charity Steward. 

All available tickets to attend both ‘events’ have been allocated according to the ballot.  53 lucky 
brethren have accepted and will shortly be receiving further information regarding payment, and data 
required by UGLE. 

Of the remaining 73 brethren who registered 64 have maintained their interest and have been 
allocated tickets for the Royal Albert Hall.  They too will receive further information in due course. 

There remain, therefore, 27 tickets for the Royal Albert Hall meeting only.  These tickets are free of 
charge but will be bar coded specifically to the brother concerned. 

On Sunday 12th February brethren from this Province will be able to register for a second ballot to 
allocate these 27 tickets. The ballot registration will be closed at mid-night on Sunday 26th February.  
Successful brethren will be notified shortly thereafter. 

 

To register go to www.squareevents.org any time during the registration period. 

 

If you haven’t used this H&IoW facility before it takes just a couple of minutes to sign in and those 
details are held for all future booking you may wish to make.  It couldn’t be easier. 
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9th February 2017 
 

Dear Bro Secretary, 
 

 
Masonic Charitable Foundation Community Awards 2017 

 
 

 
At the January meeting of the MCF Charity Grants Committee, the names of the 
charities nominated by this Province to receive a MCF Community Award were 
confirmed. The MCF will shortly being inviting each of them to apply for a grant of up to 
£25,000.  The Awards are intended to raise the profile of the Foundation within the 
masonic, non-masonic and charity sector communities, whilst at the same time 
acknowledging and celebrating the 300th Anniversary of Grand Lodge. 

 
The charities put forward by the Province of Hampshire and the Isle of Wight and 
confirmed as eligible for a MCF Community Award are: 

 
•  The Rainbow Centre 
•  Gift of Sight 
•  Macmillan Caring Locally 
•  Flutterby Fund 
•  1st East Cowes Scouts 
•  The Elizabeth Foundation 
•  Parity for Disability 
•  Enham Trust 

 
During  the  summer,  the MCF  intend  to  invite  the  masonic community, along 
with the wider public, to play an active part in deciding what size grant i s  given to 
each of your local charities.  Grants of up to £4,000, £6,000, £15,000 and £25,000 
will be available to the Province as shown below. 
 
 
 

£4K 
Grants 

£6K 
Grants 

£15K 
Grants 

£25K 
Grants 

Total 
Grants 

Total 
Award 

3 2 2 1 8 £79,000 
 
 
 
The size of grant that will be given to each charity will be decided by way of a public 
vote, with the most popular charity receiving the largest grant.  Every charity that you 
have nominated will receive a grant.  The MCF will be creating an online voting page 
on our website, which will allow the Provincial masonic community and their families, as 
well as the wider public, to vote for the charity they most want to support.  For those 
without access to the internet, arrangements will be made to collect votes by 
telephone or by a postal vote. 
 



 
 
As part of the due diligence process it was discovered that a small number charities had 
a low annual income and MCF policy stipulates that grants larger than a charity’s 
average income over the past two years won’t be offered, as such charities may be ill-
prepared to spend large sums. This applies to the 1st East Cowes Scouts which has 
an average income of £10,413.  As such, any grant awarded will be no larger than this 
amount. 
 
The next stage in the process is for all the nominated charities to submit an online 
application to the MCF during February and March, explaining how they would use 
their grant to support people in this Province.  The MCF team will then assess these 
applications and deal with any queries that the charities may have. The MCF 
doesn’t anticipate any issues arising during the assessment stage, but they will keep 
us fully informed of developments. 
 
The MCF hopes that through these Awards, we will raise awareness of the often 
unreported generosity of Freemasons to the general public. The MCF is confident 
that this initiative will contribute to generating a positive perception of the Craft and 
of the tireless work all the members in our Province do to help non-masons in 
need. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely and fraternally, 

 
 
Frank Milner PAGDC 
Provincial Grand Secretary 
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Charity Boxing Evening proves a Knock-out in South Central Area! 

In December 2016 The Keystone Club which is part of the Freemasons in Andover held a charity boxing 
evening at the Andover Masonic Centre. The two boxing Clubs that took part were the Heart of Portsmouth 
Boxing Club and Combined Counties. There were a total of 10 bouts on the evening which ranged from under 
tens to under eighteens. The evening was a Black Tie Dinner and was supported by local businesses and their 
guests. The evening was also supported by the Royal Welsh Fusiliers Drum display team who performed their 
routine in the centre of the boxing ring to open the nights event. The evening witnessed some great bouts of 
boxing as all the Boxers were evenly matched in their respective weight divisions. The Heart of Portsmouth 
Boxing Club head coach and organiser of the evening's bouts Quinton Shillingford (M.B.E.) is a former Andover 
Boxer, ABA Champion, England International, and now currently coaches the GB Boxing team for the next 
Olympics. Quinton and all the boxers that took part can be proud of their achievements on the night which 
helped the Keystone Club raise £2000.00 on the night for Charity. The £2000.00 which was raised on the night 
was divided between the Countess of Brecknock and The Heart of Portsmouth Boxing Club who both received 
a cheque for £1000.00. The keystone Club would like to thank all the guests that attended on the evening and 
to all the local businesses and sponsors that supported this event. The Keystone Club would also like to thank 
Mr Danny Waite and Mr Graham North who both compared the night and the Andover Masonic Centre for 
hosting the evening's entertainment. 

   

Roger Smith (Keystone Club), Sarah Redhead (Countess of Brecknock), and  David Williams (Event Organiser) 
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2nd Ballot for final 27 free tickets at Royal Albert Hall  

Tercentenary event - 31st October 2017 

 

Hampshire & Isle of Wight have a further 27 tickets for the Royal 
Albert Hall meeting only.  These tickets are free of charge but will 
be bar coded specifically to the brother concerned. 

 

From Sunday 12th February brethren from this Province are able to 
register for a second ballot to allocate these 27 tickets. The ballot 
registration will be closed at mid-night on Sunday 26th February.  
Successful brethren will be notified shortly thereafter. 

 

To register go to   www.squareevents.org any time during the 
registration period. 

If you haven’t used this H&IoW facility before it takes just a couple 
of minutes to sign in and those details are held for all future 
booking you may wish to make.  It couldn’t be easier! 
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Hampshire Lodge rings the changes 

 

 
 
 
After more than 100 years after it was founded, Hampshire Lodge 3538 that meets at 
Great Queen Street in London will hold its final meeting. 
 
It has a planned amalgamation with The Telephone Lodge 3301; the lodges have 
had close links since their formation. 
 
The brethren of Hampshire Lodge are hoping to attract as many visitors as possible 
to the final meeting in order to celebrate its proud history and look ahead to its future. 
 
The lodge’s last meeting will be held on Thursday, March 23. It is likely to begin at 
3.30pm and it is acting as ‘agent’ for The Telephone Lodge and working a third 
degree ceremony. 
 
Dining will be at The Imperial Hotel, Russell Square, and the usual fee is £32. 
 
For further information and to book in, the Hampshire Lodge secretary Nils 
Farestvedt can be contacted on his email: nils.f@btinternet.com. 
 
The lodge’s Worship Master, Geoff Mackay, is a member and past master of Meyrick 
Lodge 7295 in the province of Hampshire and Isle of Wight. 
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He said: “We have lost several members over the last few years and decided that we 
would have to hand our warrant in unless we could amalgamate. 
 
“We have always had close links with The Telephone Lodge – their minutes show 
members of Hampshire Lodge were visitors from the early days. 
 
“We also have a shared Lodge of Instruction with them, called The Telephone and 
Hampshire Lodge of Instruction. Indeed the proposed name of the new lodge is the 
Telephone and Hampshire Lodge No. 3301. 
 
“Amalgamation seemed the best course of action and although the necessary votes 
haven’t been taken, all indications are that The Telephone Lodge will receive us. 
 
“For our final meeting it would be great to have as many visitors as possible – 
especially those from the county after which we’re named. 
 
“It will not be a sad occasion but one of celebration and all visiting brethren will be 
made very welcome.” 
 
The Hampshire Lodge was founded in 1911 by men who six years earlier had 
formed the London Hampshire Society.  
 
They missed their home county and came together as ‘exiles’ to rekindle the county 
spirit and camaraderie of which they were so justly proud. 
 
They went on to form The Hampshire Lodge, which traditionally votes honorary 
membership to the Provincial Grand Master of the province of Hampshire and Isle of 
Wight. Our current PGM Mike Wilks has maintained that tradition. 
 
The Telephone Lodge was formed three years earlier than The Hampshire Lodge, in 
1908. 
 
It was created for those employed in, or associated with, the telephone industry and 
was conceived by nine brethren employed in the London Area of the National 
telephone Company Ltd (NTC). 
 
 

 

 



North East Area Light Blues Club 

Breakfast Meeting 

At Bordon Masonic Centre 

On Sunday 19th February  At 09.00 

This is a opportunity for you to meet the team and have a say on what sort of events you would like 
to see in the future. This Breakfast meeting is open to all light blues, come along and meet Brethren 

from other Lodges and enjoy a good Home cooked breakfast. 

******** 

Those of you who wish to coma along  and enjoy yourselves , 

Please book in with Hal Fearns No Later then the 12th February . 

Breakfast Costs £6.00 to be paid on the day. 

To book in with Hal please email him with any Dietary Requirements. 

halfearns@kingwood-financcial.co.uk 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February 2017 
 

Football Lodge goes over the top! 
 
One of the most famous artefacts in sporting history was present at the last meeting of the 
Football Lodge in Botley – the Loos football. 
 
The ball was kicked into battle in 1915 by members of the London Irish Rifles, in direct 
contradiction of orders given by a commanding officer. 
 
Tony Robinson, a veteran of the regiment and member of the London Irish Rifles Lodge, 
brought the ball and gave a talk about its extraordinary history. 
 
The evening also saw 100 brethren witness the excellent initiation of Richard Appleton, 
whose proposer Bill Starkey occupied the Chair of King Solomon. 
 
Another surprise was a ‘ninja’ visit by the Provincial Grand Master Mike Wilks – dubbed 
‘Wilksie’ by the soccer-loving brethren. 
 
David Lallana, Worshipful Master – or ‘gaffer’ - of the Football Lodge that was consecrated 
last year, and father of England star Adam, said: “The Loos Football is an incredible piece 
of history. 
 
“To have it among the brethren and to hear its story was fascinating, and humbling too. 
 
“We are extremely grateful to Tony Robinson for bringing it along and telling us about it. 
 
“It was only our third home match since our consecration and another sell-out. We were 
also able to raise more than £600 for charity.” 
 
Prior to the Battle of Loos, one of the soldiers of the London Irish Rifles hatched a plan to 
dribble six footballs towards the German front line in a display of bravado and courage. 
 
Their commanding officer rumbled them on the eve of the battle, and before the attack 
shot five of the balls, rendering them useless. 
 
But the soccer team managed to keep the sixth ball hidden and Rifleman Frank Edwards 
inflated it as his comrades gave him cover. 
As the whistle for the big push sounded Rifleman Edwards hoofed the ball out of the 
trenches and hacked it forward over No Man’s Land with a shout of “Come on the London 
Irish”.   
 
He was wounded in the assault, being shot in both legs. 
 
Others kicked the ball onwards until it was pierced on German barbed wire.  
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The London Irish Rifles achieved their objective that day and it remains their proudest 
battle honour.  
 
The ball remained with the London Irish Rifles and is now kept in the Regimental Museum. 
It was restored in 2011 and makes regular visits to schools and also appeared on the TV 
shows QI and the Antiques Roadshow. 
 
Of various footballs kicked about between the trenches in the Great War, it is the only 
extant one. 

 
In form (l-r) PGM Mike Wilks, WM David Lallana and Tony Robinson of London Irish Rifles Lodge. 

 

 
Building a wall. (l-r) Nick Illingsworth SD, Sean Whelan SW, PGM Mike Wilks, WM David Lallana, Richard 
Appleton, initiate, Bill Starkey, proposer, Tony Robinson of London Irish Rifles Lodge, Leon Whitfield JW, 
Paul Davis JD. 
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EMULATION LODGE OF IMPROVEMENT ANNUAL FESTIVAL 

There has been a magnificent response by Hampshire and Isle of Wight 
freemasons for places at the Emulation Lodge of Improvement Festival on 
Friday evening 24th February to be presided over by our Provincial Grand 
Master,  RW Bro Michael Wilks, and almost every seat is taken.  The last few 
seats in Temple No 10 at Great Queen Street can still be booked but you will 
have to be quick. 

Dress code is:   DARK  LOUNGE SUIT AND UNDRESS REGALIA 

The meeting commences at 17.00hrs.  Dinner costs £41.50 and it is £7.50 for 
Temple only. 

To get one of those last seats: 

Go to: www.emulationloi.org 

 

Ian Preece, PAGDC, ProvGDC 
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Association of Friends of Zetland Court 
Registered Charity No. 296598 

J Redston, AFZC Secretary 
69 Harland Road, Bournemouth BH6 4DW 

                   01202 416695       julianredston@aol.com        07831 128678 

 
 
 

22nd February 2017 
 

The Annual General Meeting of the Association of Friends of Zetland Court 
will be held at Zetland Court on Saturday 18th March 2017 at 11.00am, 

by kind permission of the Home Manager. 
 

(Coffee will be served from 10.30am) 
 

AGENDA 
1. Welcome by the Chairman 
2. Apologies 
3. To read, and if approved, confirm the Minutes of the AGM held on Saturday 19th March 2016 
4. To deal with any matters arising from the Minutes. 
5. To receive the Treasurers report and Accounts for the year ended 31st December 2016 (see note) 
6. To receive the Chairman’s report 
7. Election of Officers in accordance with Rule 4. 

Chairman, Vice Chairman, Hon Treasurer, Hon Secretary, Hon Assistant Secretary, Hon 
Membership Secretary and nine members to serve on the Executive Committee. 
 
The Nominations received for office to date are :- 
 
  Chairman   W Bro Julian Redston 
  Vice Chairman  W Bro Richard Gliddon 
  Hon Treasurer   W Bro Steve Chislett 
  Hon Secretary   W Bro Alastair King 
  Hon Assist. Secretary  W Bro Alan Muncaster 
  Hon Membership Sec. Mrs Carolyn Mackay 
  Executive Committee   W Bro Mike Goody, W Bro Pete Lawlor, W Bro Alex McCombie, 

 W Bro Mike Wills, Bro Jason Davis, W Bro Russell Bowyer,  
 W Bro John Claxton, Mrs Debbie Powell (Home Manager) 

 
Any other nominations must reach the Hon. Secretary not less than 48 hours prior to the Meeting. 
              

8. Appointment of Accountants, in accordance with Rule 11. 
9. Annual review of subscriptions, in accordance with Rule 13. 
10. Amendments to the Constitution and Rules. 
11. Any Other Business and or questions deemed appropriate to be brought before the Annual 

General Meeting. 
12. Vote of thanks to the Home Manager and her Staff. 

 
Notes 
Those not attending the Annual General Meeting may obtain a copy of the Financial Statements 
from the Hon Secretary by sending a stamped addressed envelope to: - 
Hon Secretary, AFZC, 128 Alumhurst Road, Bournemouth. BH4 8HU 
 

Please do not park in the grounds. 
 Space is required for the Staff on duty and Emergency Services 
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The Provincial Choir of Hampshire and Isle of Wight 

 

The choir was honoured to sing at the Special General Meeting on Friday 3th February at the Novotel, 
Southampton. We would like to build on our successful singing and are looking for more Brethren to 
join the choir, under the leadership of our Conductor WBro John Stringer PJGD. John is looking for 
First and Second Tenors and First and Second Basses, but if you are not sure which part you can 
sing John will guide you. You do not need to read music just follow a tune and you will not be made 
to sing on your own.  

We are also looking for Brethren who can play the organ to accompany us to help with the rehearsals 
and events. 

The rehearsals are at Winchester Masonic Centre on a Saturday morning 10.30 am until 12.00 
midday. Our next event is in Winchester Cathedral on Sunday 19th March and we have been asked to 
sing at the Consecration of the new Chapter being formed on Wednesday 22nd March. We will also 
sing at the Provincial AGM on the 5th July in Southampton Guildhall. 

You will receive a great welcome from the other members and the other benefit is that you get good 
seats at our events! 

If you feel you can help or would just like to try it out please contact me at my email 
timothy.fisher@btopenworld.com or give me a ring on 07077603521. 

 
WBro Tim Fisher PPAGDC 

Hon Secretary, The Provincial Choir 
Jasmine Cottage, Crocker Lane, Niton, PO38 2NU 
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