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I am so proud of our 
Lodges; and indeed  
our entire organisation

I am so proud of our Lodges; and indeed our entire organisation which celebrates its Tercentenary in 2017. The newly formed 
Masonic Charitable Foundation has itself recorded over £4,900,000 to non-Masonic causes in the past year.

Raising funds, all of which comes from our own members and their families, is only part of what we do. Our primary focus is 
to improve the moral standing of our members and this in itself leads to a caring approach to life and a desire to help those less 
fortunate. In effect we strive to make good men better. We are a male organisation though we could not achieve what we do without 
the wholehearted support of our ladies. There is of course a parallel organisation for ladies which is a female preserve.    

The various changes which have been introduced as we approach our 300th anniversary are beginning to bear fruit as I mentioned 
in my Address at our 2016 Annual Meeting at the Guildhall in Southampton extracts of which are on page 4. 

I do hope that all our readers will enjoy this latest issue of Insight which gives our members an indication of our direction of travel; 
and members of the community a meaningful Insight into our organisation. There are some great articles which I am sure you will 
find interesting.

Insight is distributed to a wide variety of individuals and organisations and is freely available - if you would like to receive a copy 
through the post and are not currently on our mailing list please visit www.hampshirefreemasonry.com scroll down to the magazine 
and follow the instructions, or alternatively email enquiry@hantsmasons.org. 

Michael J. Wilks
Provincial Grand Master

I start this Introduction by referring to our Festival Celebration 
dinner featured in the article opposite – this was a very special 
night for the Province following 6 years of dedicated fund 
raising during the course of which our Lodges continued 
to support local charities to which we also donated over 
£200,000 per year during the 6 year period. 

The Insight Team

Editorial: Roger Maber and Ken Day – insight@hiowmasons.org

Advertising: David Laurence  
If you would like to advertise in Insight with a circulation of 13,500, contact David by email – insight@hiowmasons.org  
We offer a design service for a small donation to charity if you would like an advert created. 

Published by the Provincial Grand Lodge of Hampshire and Isle of Wight,  
85 Winchester Road, Chandlers Ford, Eastleigh, Hants SO53 2GG

For all membership enquiries, contact the Provincial Office on 023 8026 1555.

Twitter Accounts for our 6 Areas are
@HantsMasonNC  @HantsMasonNE  @HantsMasonSC  @HantsMasonSE  @HantsMasonSW  @SolentMasons

@MichaelWilks2 - follow the Provincial Grand Master on Twitter

Front cover photograph by Bill Starkey



A fabulous night for our Province, during which, Britain’s Got Talent 
star Jasmine Elcock presses the button and reveals the

Highest ever amount raised 
for a Masonic Festival

The 2016 Festival in aid of the Royal Masonic Trust for Girls and 
Boys came to a spectacular conclusion at the Bournemouth 
International Centre.

Over 700 brethren, wives, family and friends attended the 
sumptuous Gala Dinner, during which they were entertained by a 
variety of acts, including the Royal Marines Association Concert 

Band, the Southern Union 
Chorus and Jasmine Elcock 
of  Britain’s Got Talent fame 
who was herself helped by 
the charity.

Jasmine, who is only 14 
years old, received a standing 
ovation for her songs, after 
which she pressed the button, 
revealing a record amount 
raised for any Masonic festival 
ever held - £7,746,319.

Also present on the evening were many civic dignitaries, 
including the Deputy Lieutenants of Hampshire and the Isle of 
Wight, the Mayor of Bournemouth and the Chairman of New 
Forest District Council. The Assistant Grand Master, Sir David 
Wooton also attended the event.

The Provincial Grand Master, Mike Wilks thanked all the 
Brethren of the Province for their dedication and hard work 
in making the Festival Appeal such a success. Saying, “The 
amount raised is staggering and will be enormously beneficial 
to the charity and the children and families which it supports.  
In addition to this amount, throughout the 6 year period of the 
appeal, our brethren have continued to support local charities in 
the community across Hampshire and the Isle of Wight and have 
donated in excess of £200,000 each year to these local causes.” 

Freemasons from Hampshire and Isle of Wight raise an astonishing  
£7,746,319 for children’s charity the Royal Masonic Trust for Girls and Boys.

Provincial Grand Master, Mike Wilks 
with singer Jasmine Elcock

Mike Wilks accompanied by his 
wife Kay, lead the procession of 
VIP guests, including the Assistant 
Grand Master Sir David Wootton 
into the gala dinner

Jasime Elcock with Les Hutchinson, 
Chief Operating Officer of the 
Masonic Charitable Foundation, 
revealed the Festival total

Photos: Nigel Lush
Main photo: Roger Maber 
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“These are very exciting times 
 within our province”Michael J Wilks

I am so grateful to all those brethren involved in managing and administering the areas which we established 
formally just two years ago. There is a noticeable increase in enthusiasm within our Lodges and in every area 

initiations are increasing. 

During the past year, I gave a dispensation 
for one of our university scheme lodges 
to initiate six candidates in one ceremony. 
A senior brother who attended the 
meeting commented, “It was one of the 
best masonic evenings that I have ever 
experienced.” Don’t let anyone tell you 
that a candidate loses something of the 
occasion if he is one of two or more, 
nothing could be further from reality.

Resignations are reducing due in part to 
our focus on this part of the membership 
equation. However, I believe that we could 
do much more to reduce them even more 
dramatically. Most lodges have a process for 
keeping in touch with non-attenders and this 
is part of the caring process. I would like all 
lodges to be much more proactive in this area.

The masonic experience
Success in attracting and retaining 

candidates relies heavily upon the masonic 
experience within individual Lodges; 
essentially all members should enjoy their 
freemasonry, relish attending the lodge and 
contributing, and leave meetings looking 
forward to the next meeting. Grand Lodge 
have produced a “members’ pathway”, 
which is a series of steps that a lodge should 
follow to take a man who is interested in 
freemasonry all the way through the journey 
to his initiation and thereafter to becoming 
a committed master mason. Much of the 
pathway has already been introduced in 
our province and I do hope that lodges will 
embrace these minor changes. 

A business approach to the  
future of the craft

Grand Lodge have introduced a 
management data system – This is a very 
useful tool which will be refined over the 
coming months. Data relating to the growth 
of a province can be compared with the 
average growth of all other provinces 
- Grand Lodge Average (GLA). In 2011 
this province and the GLA were in minus 
territory. Since then growth has continued 
in minus territory, but this province and 
the GLA have moved positively towards 

the base line. I am delighted to be able to 
say that in 2016, both the GLA and this 
province are now in positive growth for the 
first time in many years. This is a remarkable 
achievement and I wish to thank all those 
who have worked so hard over the past six 
years to manage and administer the changes 
which we have made. 

Keeping the momentum going 
The active support of our Provincial 

Membership Officer and Mentor, and 
their area teams whose commitment and 
enthusiasm is undoubted. They are having 
such a marked effect right across our 
province. I also thank those brethren working 
for us in the community, our Freemasonry 
in the Community, Ambassador, Insight, 
Communication and Marketing teams. These 
brethren and so many more are contributing 
to our continuing success. 

A year of celebration
Our preparations for the Tercentenary 

of Grand Lodge will gather pace. Quite 
apart from the family day at Marwell, the 
Winchester Cathedral service and the 300th 
anniversary dinner, each of our area charity 
cheque presentation events will be themed 
for the tercentenary. These events have 
proved not only popular but highly beneficial 
to our promoting freemasonry to the wider 
community. Our new Provincial Orator and 
his area teams will be taking this forward 
by giving talks to community organisations. 
Next year is also the 250th anniversary of 
our province and this will be marked at our 
special meeting in February.

37 masonic centres provide  
a vital service 

Last year I directed the Provincial 
Superintendent of Works to conduct a 
review of our 37 masonic centres which 
provide a vital service. These are entirely 
independent of the province, being owned 
variously by lodges or companies controlled 
by lodges. I am delighted with the way they 
and their owners have co-operated with the 
team and I have no doubt that in the coming 

years all will benefit from the process we 
have introduced.

Special interest lodges join together 
masons who enjoiy their passion in 
like-company

During the past year, we have consecrated 
two more lodges which will take freemasonry 
into parts of the community which hitherto 
might have been regarded as out of reach; 
the Chequered Flag Lodge and the Football 
Lodge, names which speak for themselves. 
Great commitment and enthusiasm, and a 
determination to ensure that they reach into 
and support their respective sports at local 
level. We have now consecrated five special 
interest lodges in as many years and we have 
three more in prospect: sailing and aviators 
lodges, and a second motorcycle lodge. 

The Festival Appeal 
Six years ago I launched our festival 

appeal for the Royal Masonic Trust for Girls 
and Boys. The response over that period has 
been magnificent and I am so grateful to our 
Appeals Director Geoff Tuck, our Provincial 
Charity Steward Barrie Hewitt, and the area 
teams and lodge charity stewards for the 
enormous amount of work done to make the 
Appeal a success.

The annual cabinet lecture 
Since its inception in 2010 the annual 

Cabinet Lecture has raised over £180,000 
for the festival appeal. This year, the lecture 
was hijacked by the Heads of Other Masonic 
Orders in the province and was a great 
success, all working together for the benefit 
of charity. This year the charity to benefit from 
the lecture will be Teddies for Loving Care.  

The province continues to grow
Over the past six years all our efforts have 

been directed to taking the province forward 
for the benefit of all our brethren and the 
community and this will continue. As the 
province continues to grow, we will be able 
to play an increasingly important part in the 
community and I have no doubt at all that 
our community will benefit. 

Extracts from the Provincial Grand Master’s 2016 Address
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WWW.SLATERS.CO.UK

THE SECRET OF 
LOOKING GOOD
At Masonic occasions when only immaculate clothing will suffice, 
Slaters excel in providing the perfect choice. Black jackets, vests, 
tailcoats and striped trousers along with our lounge, business and 
dinner suits options provide an exceptional range. With our FREE 
ALTERATIONS SERVICE, we will ensure the perfect fit. Formal 
Hire also available. Now you know, why not call in?

SLATERS BASINGSTOKE

7 HAMPSTEAD HOUSE, FESTIVAL PLACE  
BASINGSTOKE  RG21 7LG
T: 01256 300400

BLACK JACKET AND WAISTCOAT
BLACK AND GREY STRIPED TROUSERS 
GLOVES EMBROIDERY SERVICE AVAILABLE. 

Sky Dive for Tree of Hope
Two year old twins Poppy and Alfie were born 

12 weeks premature. Tragically they both had a 
bleed on the brain and spent 9 weeks in neo natal 
care, and along with other problems both have 
cerebral palsy. 

They live in Totton with Mum Becky and Dad James. The family 
were told that Poppy would never walk again but their parents 
would not give up trying to make the best life for their children. 
The NHS were great in terms of equipment to help the twins 
develop but unfortunately there was a waiting list of over a year 
for an appointment with the wheelchair services. Undaunted, 
Becky and James have for the last 6 months been trying to raise, 
by themselves, the sum of £4,000 to purchase a special needs 
double pushchair.

Through the Tree of Hope on the 
JustGiving website they managed to 
raise just over a £1,290. When this 
came to the notice of local freemason 
Dave McAdams, he decided that he 
wanted to help and do more than just 
donate money. He therefore decided to 
do a sponsored parachute jump. News 
of Dave’s sky dive quickly circulated 
amongst the local lodges and chapters, 

and all were keen to support the family. One chapter organised 
a quiz night and others donated raffle monies or did special 
collections, and, together with sponsorship money for the jump, a 
grand total of £2,770 was raised bringing the total above £4,500 
which has also enabled the family to purchase an all-terrain 
buggy for Poppy.

Dave completed the jump on the 22nd of 
May and personally raised £850 and Becky 
has written to each lodge and chapter 
thanking them for their support; those who 
contributed were Test Valley and Powney 
Lodge; Test Valley and Wilfrid Attenborough 
Chapter; and Hector Young Mark Master 
Masons Lodge.

Alex Honeyman

Freemason Dave McAdams during his skydive
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Novelist and Budding 
Screenwriter
Freemason Chris Hales Talks to Insight

Insight sub editor Ken Day met with 
freemason Chris Hales, and Aleks his 
delightful wife and dedicated carer, at their 
home in Bursledon near Southampton.
In the course of their meeting Ken asked 
a number of questions, which Chris 
answered at length. 

Chris, thank you for taking time out 
to meet with me. Tell me a bit about 
yourself.

In the early days I lived in and around 
Milton Keynes, and was employed as a 
manager in a number of jobs within the 
leisure industry. 10 years ago I moved 
to Southampton, met Aleks, decided 
to change careers and went back to 
university, this time to study screenwriting 
and contemporary fictional writing. All of 
this took some time, since in 2007 I was 
diagnosed with progressive MS and am 
now permanently in a wheelchair. 

How did you come to be a freemason?

I was initiated into Spellhoe Lodge in 
Northampton as a Lewis in 2002 by my 
father, now living in Spain and still 
very active masonically.  
 

A few years after moving down here, I 
joined Kings Court Lodge in Chandler’s 
Ford, where I am progressing through the 
offices to the chair. With a bit of help from 
my masonic colleagues the MS has not 
affected my progress up the ladder. I am 
also now a member of the Royal Arch and 
have plans to embrace more.

What inspired you to become a novelist?

I am an avid reader and history has 
always fascinated me. Added to that 
I am an ardent moviegoer and admire 
the high level of quality and ingenuity 
shown in sci-fi and alternative reality 
films regardless of their age. I’m a sort 
of movie geek as Aleks constantly 
reminds me. My ambition was and still 
is to become a screenwriter but the 
MS intervened and I had to be content 
with writing for the time being which of 
course I had studied at university. At that 
time I was particularly struck by William 
Goldman, a famous American novelist, 
playwright and screenwriter, who also 

wrote about his experiences as 
a screenwriter. Looking back I 
guess he was my real inspiration. 
His commentaries and example 
cemented my desire to do the 
same.

Tell me about the books you 
have published. 

So far I have completed 
and published four 
books. My first was ‘Wild 
Intentions’ and the three 
that followed are a trilogy 
based on the Knights 
Templar. Wild Intentions – 
The Legend of the Thief 
Taker is set in London 
and through its main 
character explores the 
criminal underworld. 
The Templar trilogy: 

Call to Arms, New Beginnings and Protect 
the Grail is a contemporary view of the 
destruction of the Templar Order, setting 
the events of the 14th century in today’s 
modern world.

What drove you to choose the Templars 
as a subject?  

In simple terms I have become 
increasingly annoyed about the way that 
the film and publishing industry without 
due evidence have portrayed freemasonry 
and the ancient Knights Templar 
especially as a force of evil in the world. 
My considerable researches into the 
Templars have convinced me that there’s 
no doubt that they were a power of good 
and we have much to thank them for. 
Encapsulating my observations in a novel 
seemed the best way of countering their 
ill-informed conclusions.    

Did you envisage writing a trilogy or did 
the idea emerge during your first novel? 

Such was the extent of my research it 
was clear very early on that the subject 
was so big and that I was going to need 
more than one book, hence the trilogy. 
Now that it is complete I find myself still 
with much more to do and tell, so the next 
series is already on the drawing board. 

How did Wild Intentions come about, no 
masonic connections there?

Long story but, harking back to my 
passion for sci-fi and alternative reality, 
it has always been my intention to 
write books on different genres or story 
categories. By chance my researches 
took me to one Jonathan Wilde who was 
the founder, if that is the right word, of 
organised crime and that is what Wild 
Intentions is all about. My next ‘Nanny 
State – A Dark Future’ digs deep into the 
human exploitation of computer chips, so 
plenty of variety on its way. 

A victim of multiple sclerosis, diagnosed in 2007 and now confined to a 
wheelchair, Chris has carved out a new career as a successful novelist 

and, having achieved a lot already, is keen to move into screenwriting. 



What are you doing now and when will 
we see the finished article?

Aside from continuing to research and 
plan for the next Templar series, the first of 
which will be titled ‘Rise of an Order’ which 
I guess hints at where I am going, I am in 
the process of completing ‘Nanny State’ 
which I hope to have published before the 
end of the year. My aim is to publish at 
least one book per year but much depends 
on how things pan out. I am also very keen 
now to realise my screenwriting ambition 
and, who knows, perhaps write the 

screenplays for some or all of my novels. 

How do you manage to work on more 
than one book at once?

Well it’s all in the planning. Part of my 
university course focussed on this aspect 
and taught us that writing without a well-
constructed end to end plot was high 
risk and making it up as you go along is a 
recipe for failure. I was also very fortunate 
to have had extremely clever and forward 
thinking tutors who went to great lengths 
to ensure we were all well prepared to 
make a success of our chosen career.  

I cannot speak more highly of the advice 

and help we were given and have since 

stuck rigidly to those basic principles.       

 How do we get hold of your books?

They are available through Amazon 

(www.amazon.co.uk) and can be 

downloaded onto Kindle type devices. 

They are also available through my 

website (www.chrishales.mobi) which 

also has more information on the books 

themselves. 

Ken Day

The hotel will donate £1 for every guest attending to 
the Association of Friends of Zetland Court.

6 Course Banquet
Special Wine Offer – 4 bottles for £50
Evening Entertainment
A bottle of Bollinger champagne for your raffle
Overnight accommodation and breakfast for an 
additional £34 per person

Phone now 01202 551983
info@themayfair.com
themayfair.com
Bath Road, Bournemouth BH1 2NW

A LADIES NIGHT
at the MAYFAIR HOTEL
BOURNEMOUTH for £35

Mayfair_£35 Masonic ad 132x184mm 2016.indd   1 20/06/2016   08:58
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The Templar Legacy
This trilogy of books written by Chris 
Hales is a contemporary retelling 
of the destruction of the knights 
Templars. Set in today’s modern 
world the Templar Chronicle is set 
during a fierce financial war. This 
overly Christian world is filled with 
corruption, murder and betrayal. 
The Knights Templars are forced to 
protect everything they hold dear.
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Special Visit by Pro Grand Master 
to Bournemouth
The installation of David 

Mauleverer as Master of the 
Bournemouth and 
District Masters 
Lodge was a unique 
and special event 
marked by a specially 
arranged visit by the 
Most Worshipful Pro 
Grand Master, Peter 
Geoffrey Lowndes.

The Pro Grand Master 
conducted the ceremony 
and gave the Address to 
the Master. The Address 
to the Wardens was 
delivered by the Deputy 
Provincial Grand Master, 

Graham Williams, and Provincial Grand 
Master Michael Wilks gave the Address 
to the Brethren. The new Master is one 

of 3 remaining founders of the lodge 
and representatives of his other lodges 
were present to support him. During his 

closing remarks, the WM 
made special mention of 
Bernard Brown who had 
just became a joining 
member of the lodge at 
the age of 92! 

At dinner the Pro Grand 
Master spoke passionately 
about freemasonry and 
of his delight in being 
in Bournemouth. The 
response to the founders’ 
toast was given by John 
Davis, the Primus Master 
of the Lodge; he along with 
the Master and Ron Locke 
being the only surviving 
founders of the lodge. 

Mark comments, “It was obvious if the 
lodge were to attract significant numbers 
of new members we would have to look a 
strong incentive”. The decision was made to 
waiver joining fees for the next 24 months. 

A Facebook and Twitter campaign 
ensued, with some surprising results. 
One brother, who had been looking to 
join a second lodge was interviewed 
and accepted as a member, and then 
introduced a friend who also became a 

member. Three other masons became 
joining members, and these new members 
brought in other new members as initiates. 
At aged 87 one of these initiates was the 
father of one of the new brethren and 
is the oldest initiate the lodge has ever 
had. Another was the son of one of these 
joining members.

As a result, in just 12 months the lodge 
took in 6 initiates and 6 joining members 
and is attracting visitors averaging 15 to 

each of their meetings. Georgian Lodge 
has just carried out its third double 
initiation in succession and there are even 
more candidates in the pipeline!

APGM Mark Mills-Goodlet summed 
up Georgian Lodge’s highly successful 
membership recruitment programme by 
saying, “It shows what can be achieved 
when you have committed and determined 
members who want to see the lodge grow, 
it also shows the power of Social Media”.

Over 100 masons attended the event at Freemasons’ Hall, Knole Road, Bournemouth. 
Amongst those attending where 7 Right Worshipful, 5 Very Worshipful and 16 Grand brethren!

Growing numbers 
lead to a new 
Georgian Era
Looking to grow the lodge membership, the past masters 

of Georgian Lodge, which meets at Cosham Masonic 
Centre, got together in Autumn 2014 with Mark Mills-Goodlet 
APGM for the province’s South East Area.

New members of the lodge along with Mark Mills-Goodlet APGM  
(centre back), current master and other lodge officers
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Portsmouth Mason 
becomes Lord Mayor

On Tuesday 17th May 2016 Councillor and Freemason 
David Fuller of Charles Dickens Lodge accepted the 

chain of office as Lord Mayor of Portsmouth. 

David beamed with pride as he became the city’s new first citizen. The 
ceremony, which was attended by a sizeable number of members of his 
lodge where he is the Almoner, came the day after he celebrated his 51st 
birthday. Liberal Democrat leader Councillor Gerald Vernon-Jackson 
gave his colleague a glowing endorsement saying: “David’s warmth and 
good nature shines through whenever you’re with him. I know he will 

bring enthusiasm, kindness and generosity to this side of his job.”

David has taken on the role alongside his sister, Leza 
Tremorin, who is now Lady Mayoress for the ensuing year. 
He has grand ambitions to raise £60,000 during his term in 

office for three Portsmouth charities and is hoping that local 
Hampshire and Isle of Wight masons will support him in this task, 

in particular: Help 4 Special Children to fund a holiday home for 
terminally-ill and disabled children; the Portsmouth Hospital Charity to 
pay for new blood testing machines for the Queen Alexandra Hospital in 
Cosham; and the Royal Navy and Royal Marines Charity.

Bro. David said he was excited to do everything he could to support the 
city and said: “I am honoured and proud to be the Lord Mayor. I will try to 
always do my best. I want to reach out to as many people in the city.”

David Fuller has been a local councillor for Fratton for over 9 years. 
He was born in Fratton where the Portsmouth Academy for Girls now 
stands and has lived in the Portsmouth area all his life. He runs a care 
home in the city and previously worked in retail. He became a councillor 
because he saw local politics changing things for the better in Fratton 
and felt he wanted to make a difference too, particularly trying to help 
young people so they aren’t on the streets and getting involved in anti-
social behaviour. He enjoys classical music, the theatre and eating out.

Isle of Wight Mason 
Walks for RMTGB
Mick Poole, Secretary and Past Master 
of East Medina Lodge, based at Ryde 
Masonic Centre and one of the oldest 
lodges in the province, has completed his 
second long-distance sponsored walk in 
aid of the Royal Masonic Trust for Girls 
and Boys and raised £650 for the 2016 
Festival thanks to the generous support of 
lodge members and their guests.

Following on from his previous effort, 
when he walked from Freemasons’ Hall 
in London to the Hampshire and Isle of 

Wight Provincial Office in Chandlers Ford, 
this time the 75-mile route took him from 
Provincial Office to the Zetland Court 
Masonic Care Centre in Bournemouth via 
Winchester Cathedral, Kings Somborne, 
Salisbury Cathedral, Fordingbridge, 
Ringwood, Christchurch, Hengistbury 
Head and Boscombe. The walk took 
a total of five days and, thanks to an 
amazing coincidence, none of the over-
night stops were far from a village pub!

Mick Poole  



Insight www.hampshirefreemasonry.comInsight
Your window into Hampshire
& Isle of  Wight Freemasonry

10

Freemason Keith Deamer Banwell 

The Great Escaper

Keith Banwell was born in Newport, Essex 
on 8th October 1917 and his family moved 
to Australia when he was three. The young 
Banwell returned to England in 1936 and 
immediately joined the British Army. He 
did his initial training in the Coldstream 
Guards, but later transferred to the Royal 
Hampshire Regiment. He saw action 
against the Pathans and Kashmiries in 
the mountains of the North West Frontier 
and in counter-terrorist operations against 
the Irgun in Palestine. In Egypt in 1939 
the Hampshires were joined by members 
of the French Foreign Legion, to whom 
Banwell became a physical training 
instructor. The French were tough, but 
Banwell was tougher! 

During the Second World War he 
progressed through every form of 
Special Forces then in existence. In 
1942 he volunteered for 52 Middle East 
Commando and then switched to the 
Long Range Desert Group, which evolved 
into the Special Air Service. Dressed 
as Arabs, they operated in the most 
inhospitable desert regions deep in enemy 
territory. Banwell was captured during an 
attack on Tobruk but managed to steal a 
German half-track vehicle and escape. He 
later re-joined the Commandos and during 

a raid on Crete was again taken prisoner 
at Heraklion. Despite being guarded by 
German paratroopers (fallschirmjäger), 
including Max Smelling the ex-World 
Heavyweight Boxing Champion (1930-32), 
Banwell again managed to slip away from 
his captors, this time in an assault landing 
craft. The stolen vessel soon ran out of 
fuel and he drifted for nine days before 
reaching safety. Suffering from severe 
exposure he spent 12 weeks in hospital, 
where his resemblance to Montgomery 
was noticed. It was decided that he should 
participate in various deception ploys 
as a stand-in for the General. As he was 
much taller than Montgomery, he was not 
allowed to get out of his staff car! Finding 
the assignment boring, he volunteered 
to join the 10th Battalion when the 4th 
Parachute Brigade was formed in the 
Middle-East. 

He was 4 Platoon Sergeant in A 
Company, 10 Para when they took part in 
Operation Market Garden in September 
1944. Standing in the doorway of a C47 
Dakota waiting for the signal to jump, his 
aircraft was hit by enemy ground fire. The 
port engine disintegrated, the starboard 
engine caught fire and six paratroopers 
were killed. The remaining nine jumped at 
500 feet before the crippled C47 crashed 
into nearby woodland. 

On landing A Company’s Commander 
was killed and Capt Lionel Queripel, who 
would later be awarded the Victoria Cross, 
took over. The next day their advance was 
halted at a pumping station in the German 
defensive line. Banwell’s company, was 
ordered to make a flanking attack upon 
this position but could not overcome 

its fortifications. On 20th September 
the brigade withdrew and made for 
Oosterbeek. The remnants of the 10th 
Battalion led the way and reported to the 
Divisional HQ, which had been set up in the 
Hartenstein Hotel. Four days later, Banwell 
and CSM Lashmore were searching for 
food in woodland just inside the defensive 
perimeter when they were fired on by 
a German machine gunner and a bullet 
struck Banwell’s right hand removing the 
tops of his index and middle fingers. The 
two men ran for cover and after dark made 
their way back to the hotel.

 The following day the remnants of 
the Airborne Division were ordered to 
evacuate across the Rhine. That night 
Banwell and Lashmore became separated 
from the rest of the battalion and lost 
their way to the embarkation point. They 
stripped and tried to swim the river but, 
realizing that the current was too strong 
and that they were likely to drown, 
returned to the river bank. The next 
morning they spotted a food container 
tangled up in a tree and, being starving, 
Banwell climbed up and cut it down. 
Unfortunately, it fell with a loud crash and 
attracted a German patrol that forced 
them to surrender. 

That afternoon a German medical 
officer treated Banwell’s wounded fingers 
and he was then marched with other 
airborne prisoners to a POW compound 
in a warehouse at Stroe, 15 miles from 
Arnhem. Here he met up with S/Sgt Alan 
Kettley of the Glider Pilot Regiment and Lt 
Leo Heaps, a Canadian officer attached 
to 1 Para. By that evening the three had 
formed an escape plan. The prisoners 

This is a heroic tale that encompasses three escapes, the Battle of 
Arnhem, the Dutch Resistance, two firing squads, a concentration 

camp and over a thousand parachute jumps. It concerns the military 
career of Sergeant Keith Deamer Banwell, late 10th Battalion of the 
Parachute Regiment, and truly merits being turned into the screenplay 
for one of Steven Spielberg’s epic war movies.
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were marched to a railway siding where 
they were crammed into cattle trucks. 
Once in transit Kettley got to work with a 
pair of nail clippers to remove the glass 
from the porthole shaped window at the 
end of the truck, a task he completed in a 
matter of minutes. He then sawed through 
the rusting barbed wire on the other side 
of the porthole and Heaps tore it from its 
fixings, making an aperture three feet wide 
and 18 inches high. The three men climbed 
through and jumped from the train. 

It was a moonless night and by morning 
they had put a significant distance 
between themselves and the railway line. 
At the first sign of daylight they holed up 
in a wood and as it got lighter saw a small 
cottage in a clearing with smoke coming 
from the chimney. They risked knocking 
on the door, which was nervously opened 
to reveal an elderly lady and two young 
children. She could not speak any English 
but Banwell attempted to convey who 
they were with some improvised sign 
language, to which the lady smiled and 
invited them in and served them small 
cups of hot milk before they took their 
leave. Having travelled several miles 
further they were beckoned into a farm 
house by two Dutch women, who gave 
them civilian clothing and prepared a 
meal of fried eggs, bread, and cheese, 
a feast after 10 days virtual starvation. 
As they were eating Piet Oosterbroek, a 
member of the Dutch Resistance, walked 
in and welcomed them to Holland. He 
had heard of their presence from the old 
lady, who had misunderstood Banwell’s 
sign language and thought that they were 
German deserters. He had guessed that 
they were really escaped airborne soldiers 
and offered them shelter with his Group.

The RAF had been dropping arms and 
supplies to the Dutch, which included 
Bren guns. Unfortunately they had no 
idea how to use them and, after Banwell 

had demonstrated how to dismantle and 
reassemble the gun, he was persuaded to 
postpone his plans to escape and remain 
with them as a weapons instructor. He 
adopted the code name “Tex”, by which 
he was thereafter always known, and 
became a member of the Resistance. 
Heaps and Kettley were smuggled safely 
across the Rhine to the Allied lines. 

On the following day Banwell, armed 
with his Bren gun, was involved in an 
ambush on a small German convoy with 
seven other members of the Resistance, 
all armed with Sten guns. They opened 
fire and killed most of the Germans, 
suffering only one fatality themselves. 
Inside a staff car they found a badly 
injured German officer, who they carried 
back to their shelter, where he was 
questioned and his wounds dressed. 
He was later abandoned close to a 
German Army post. This act of mercy did 
nothing to deter the Germans from taking 
their revenge. The following day they 
burnt down several houses, executed 
seven men and deported 590 others to 
Neuengamme concentration camp. It is 
thought that only 44 of them survived. 
Banwell was involved in several more 
Resistance operations despite having 
opportunities to return to the Allied lines. 

In the aftermath of one raid, Banwell 
was hiding in a brickyard with a fugitive 
American pilot when a SS patrol came 
across them. The pilot jumped up and 
shouted “I’m an American, don’t shoot.” 
He was immediately gunned down but 
Banwell was not harmed as they wanted to 
interrogate him. He expected to be treated 
as a POW, but when he was stripped they 
noticed that he wore clean underwear and 
guessed that he had been sheltering with 
the Resistance. The Gestapo were called 
in and, already possessing a remarkably 
accurate dossier on his military career, flew 
him to Berlin to be interrogated at their 

headquarters on Prinz-Albrecht-Strasse. 
Despite being tortured he stoically refused 
to reveal the names of his Resistance 
contacts and this led to him being twice 
put before a mock firing squad. Eventually 
he was sent to Auschwitz concentration 
camp, where he survived for four months 
on a starvation diet until he was liberated 
by the Red Army in March 1945. He 
weighed just 90 pounds! 

Returning home, Banwell continued to 
serve in the Army until the early 1970’s. 
He was one of Britain’s most experienced 
parachutists and was awarded a BEM 

in the New Year’s 
Honours list in 
1969. On the 25th 
anniversary of 
Arnhem Banwell 
again jumped from a 
Dakota over Ginkel 
Heath. It was his 
650th jump, but far 
from his last. In 1984 
he made his 1,000th 
jump at Arnhem on 
the 40th anniversary 
of the battle and in 

1992 the Mayor of Arnhem presented him 
with the Verzetsherdenkkingskruis, the 
Netherlands Silver Cross, for his services 
to the Dutch Resistance.  

He is thought to be the only member 
of the British Army to be so honoured. 
He went on to make his final and 1,001st 
jump on the 50th Anniversary of Operation 
Market Garden at the age of 77.

Keith Banwell was initiated in 
Kensington Battalion Lodge in London 
and was a founder of Pegasus Forces 
Lodge in Farnborough in 1990. However, 
he never progressed to the chair and 
died on 25th July 1999. His ashes are 
buried in the Airborne Forces Cemetery at 
Oosterbeek.

Dr Roger Jago Major (Rtd) RAMC
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Local Freemasons provide over £150,000 in support and help

Freemasons and their families from the South East Area of the Province 
turned out in force to present cheques to their chosen charities.
With over 20 lodges present, donations were given to some well-
known charities such as The Rowans Hospice and the Rocky Appeal 
for the Da Vinci Robotic, and others which were relatively unknown 
until the presentation, such as DEBRA for children with epidermolysis 
bullosa (EB). Another charity which received a lot of attention was 
Hounds for Heroes who provide specially trained assistance dogs to 
injured and disabled men and women of both the UK armed forces and 
emergency services. 

The Lymington Masonic Hall was again host to a Charity Celebration 
Evening in which over £12,000 was donated to 25 local charities and 
good causes. The charity representatives were welcomed by Area 
Vice Chairman Leon Whitfield and the evening concluded with the 
Provincial Grand Master, Mike Wilks, presenting a giant cheque to 
Councillor Beck, Chairman of the New Forest District Council.  
Many charities were given cheques including: Calshot Volunteer 
Watchkeepers, Lymington Rangers, Ringwood Community 
First Responders and YOU Trust Women’s Refuge and First 
Opportunities. Whilst the majority of the donations came from the 
local lodges, the ‘Hampshire and Isle of Wight Tom Langton Fund 
also contributed. 

The highly successful and inaugural South Central Area cheque 
presentation evening, was held at Southampton Masonic Centre in 
support of the area’s Lodges donating a fantastic sum of £21,808.75 
to 22 non-masonic charities and good causes, locally. 
In attendance was the Sheriff of Southampton, Councillor Les Harris, 
who assisted in the unveiling of the newly renovated Foundation 
Stone of Southampton Masonic Centre, which was re-dedicated by 
Jon Whitaker. 
Ron Griffiths, as Chairman of the organising committee, welcomed 
over 90 people and  then introduced the guests during the evening’s 
presentations. 

A ‘charity cheque giving afternoon’ was held at Gosport Masonic 
Centre. The event was hosted by Assistant Provincial Grand Master 
David Perkis and was attended by the Mayors of Gosport and 
Fareham who assisted in the presentation of the cheques. 

The following charities were supported: Alzheimer’s, Hampshire 
& IoW Air Ambulance, Dreams Come True, Hounds for Heroes, 
Harbour Cancer Support, Rowans Hospice, Meningitis Now, Peel 
Common Junior School, Chernobyl Children, Haematology & 
Oncology QA Hospital, St John’s School, Holbrook Primary School, 
Mayfield Nursery, The Rainbow Centre, Wave 105 for Children, 
Shore Leave Haslar, Crones and Colitis, Whizz Kidz, Motiv8 South, 
Don’t Hate Donate, Naomi House & Jacks Place, Oakley Waterman 
Caravan Foundation, Haven Breast Cancer, Gosport Stroke Club, 
Gosport Food Bank, Canine Partners.

Thanks to the generosity of Freemasons in the Province of Hampshire and Isle of Wight, over 100 charities  
   and organisations mentioned throughout this issue of Insight have benefitted from over £150,000 in support

South East Area masons donate over 
£30,000 to well-known local charities

£12,000 given to 25 local charities at 
South West Area celebration evening

A successful evening as South Central 
Area Masons present over £21,000

Solent Area hands over £21,000 
to 26 local charities

Photo Nigel Lush
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Local Freemasons provide over £150,000 in support and help
Thanks to the generosity of Freemasons in the Province of Hampshire and Isle of Wight, over 100 charities  

   and organisations mentioned throughout this issue of Insight have benefitted from over £150,000 in support

Karwan Lodge gives over £2,000 to local 
charities to continue their sterling work

Clarence Lodge raises £800 
for Fareham Rainbow Centre

Fareham Masonic Centre was the venue for Karwan Lodge’s charity 
evening. Master Ian Moore presented cheques which included £861 
to the Rocky Appeal, £500 each to the 1st Catisfield Scouts and 
Gosport and Fareham Inshore Rescue Service (GAFIRS), £200 to the 
Rowans Hospice and £150 to the Friends of Zetland Court, a masonic 
charity which provides residential and nursing care. 

Widows Sons Masonic Bikers Association 
rides out and raises £1,300

Gosport based Clarence Lodge has been busy raising funds at  
social events for the Fareham Rainbow Centre and recently presented  
£800 to its Community Fundraiser, Yvonne Campbell.
The Rainbow Centre is a local 
charity based in Fareham that helps 
people, young and old, deal with 
cerebral palsy, multiple sclerosis, 
Parkinson’s disease, strokes and 
head injuries. They aim to change 
their lives one step at a time 
through conductive education, and 
rely totally on charitable donations 
to fund their work.

Farnborough Masons supports 
Hampshire Deaf Children

Alder Tree Lodge held a charity black tie dinner for the benefit of the 
North Hampshire Deaf Children’s Society at Farnborough Masonic 
Centre. The 
evening raising 
£475 and, with 
a top up from 
existing charitable 
monies, the 
Master Brian 
Lawrence was 
able to present 
the charity with a 
cheque for £600. 

Visitors to North Central Area open day 
see £5,000 presented to local charities

The Open Day at 
Winchester saw 
dignitaries and many 
members of the public as 
well as a masons visiting 
the centre. Donations to 
local charities of £5,000 
were announced and the 
charities receiving cheque 
donations mounted 
displays in the centre. 
These individual displays 
all added to the emphasis 
of the important role 
that freemasonry 
plays in supporting the 
community.

£25,000 donation to Winchester Cathedral’s new learning centre
In his short address, Noel Voice, the then Assistant Provincial Grand 
Master for the North Central Area, announced that the sum of 
£25,000 had also recently been presented to Winchester Cathedral 
to help fund equipment for their new learning centre.

Photos David Campbell

A cheque presentation for £1,300 was made following a recent 
successful completion of a motorcycle ride around twelve masonic 
provinces from Kent to Cornwall, within 24 hours. 
This fundraising ride was in support of the Lifelites charity and Naomi 
House, supporting their valuable work in caring for children and 
young people with some of the most complex and difficult medical & 
emotional needs.
The money raised also included contributions from both Loddon 
Lodge and the Tom Langton Fund.
The Provincial Grand Master, Michael Wilks had the pleasure to lead 
a contingent of the riders from Winchester Masonic Centre to Naomi 
House at Sutton Scotney to make the presentation.
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Magnificent RMTGB Donation 
from the Royal Arch

A great 
double act

At the Annual Convocation of the Provincial Grand Chapter of 
Hampshire and Isle of Wight, which  was held at Portsmouth 
Guildhall, the Most Excellent Grand Superintendent, Alan Berman 
presented the Provincial Grand Master, Michael Wilks, with a 
cheque for £30,000 in support of the 2016 Festival Appeal in aid 

of the Royal Masonic Trust for Girls and Boys. Speaking after the 
Convocation the Provincial Grand Master said: “This donation 
illustrates the tremendous support given to the Craft by Royal 
Arch Companions over the last year and further emphasises the 
indissoluble attachment between the two orders.”

Test Valley 
event 
raises over 
£1,000
It is the custom in Test Valley 
Chapter, meeting at Totton, for 
the First Principal to nominate 
a specific charity to support 
during his year in office, 
in addition to the various 
masonic and other local 
charities already supported.
For his year Tony Barnes chose one 
which had aims close to needs his 
own family had experienced over many 
years; that is to support young people 
diagnosed with cancer and most 
importantly their families. Shine Cancer 
Support works supporting younger adults 
with cancer with fun and innovative 
activities that fit in with their lifestyle. In 
addition, they also run a “Shine Camp” 
every August, and it was to this event 
that the fundraising was directed. £1,064 
was raised during the year and Tony 
Barnes presented the cheque to Emma 
Willis of Shine Cancer Support in good 
time for the annual camp.

At the presentation Emma told the 
chapter members assembled about her 
own experiences with cancer at a young 
age and how it had stimulated her desire 
to establish a positive support network 

for other young people following a 
diagnosis. Shine Camp is unique in that 
it provides an opportunity for young 
adults who have experienced a cancer 
diagnosis, and may be going through 
treatment or in palliative care, to spend 
time with their partners, children and 
friends while also meeting others who 
understand what they’re going through. 
Many of the children who attend find 
comfort and friendship by talking to 
others whose parents have been ill. 
Shine Camp also allows the partners of 
younger adults to chat together, share 
experiences and learn from one another. 
The people Shine helps frequently fall 
between the gaps in cancer support; too 
old for children and teenage services 
but too young for traditional cancer 
support activities. Many young adults 
with cancer feel isolated and lonely, 
and there is also little support available 
elsewhere for those accompanying 
them. A camping trip might seem like a 
simple solution to the complex problems 
facing young adults with cancer but 
we know it makes a difference. It was 
wonderful and gratifying to hear that 
the donation will help fund 25 people 
attending Shine Camp this time.

Tony Barnes

In May 2015 I made one of my more 
unusual ninja visits to Anniversary Lodge in 
Aldershot. The purpose of my visit was to 
present a specially adapted dog tag to Dot 
the guide dog, without whom her owner, 
Mark Graham, would find it difficult to 
attend lodge meetings. Dot’s tag is a copy 
of the lapel pin awarded to meritorious 
brethren for service to the Province.

Mark was appointed to an active office and 
he was able to carry out his duties most ably 
assisted by Dot.  At our AGM when, Mark 
was promoted to PPSGD and Dot was still 
proudly sporting her ‘For Service’ tag. Mark 
commented to me that he and Dot had a 
great year and he was overwhelmed by the 
kindness and support of the brethren across 
the Province – he never thought that he 
would have been able to carry out the duties 
of an active officer – but with the support 
of the brethren and Dot he had thoroughly 
enjoyed the experience. 

Mike WIlks

The Provincial Grand Master, Mike Wilks (Right) 
with Mark Graham (Left) and his guide dog Dot

The Provincial Grand Master 
finds that Dot is a brother’s 
best friend.



South East area lodge members and their 
wives and partners acted as marshalls 
at the Portsmouth Hospital Charities 
sponsored “Ward Walks” event. 
Scores of people put their best foot forward to raise money 
for new hospital equipment at Queen Alexandra Hospital in 
Cosham. The fundraising walkers hiked for 5km or 10km at 
Staunton Country Park, Havant individually raising money 
for hospital wards of their choice or The Rocky Appeal. 
A cake stall and snack bar also helped raise money all of 
which goes towards improving existing facilities, providing 
additional equipment and supporting research programmes. 

Victoria Greenshields, fundraising manager for the charity 
said: ‘The Ward Walk was a huge success and a fantastic 
opportunity for the community to rally together in support 
of their hospital. It was lovely to see so many heartfelt 
messages of thanks to the doctors, nurses and support 
staff at Queen Alexandra Hospital for the wonderful work 
they do. Also, we would like to say a huge thank you to all 
of the volunteers and companies who helped out, and to 
Staunton Country Park for hosting the event. We couldn’t 
have done it without you all.’

Andy Harvey and Peter Buchanan

“Ward Walk was a huge success”
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Bishops Waltham Lodge based at 
the Botley Masonic Centre have 
made a welcome contribution to 
the Bishops Waltham North Pond 
Conservation Group which was 
formed for the benefit of the local 
community and visitors to this 
historic market town.
Sadly, the pond covering several hectares 
dries out later in the year, stranding fish 
and other amphibians, and forcing the 
resident wild-fowl population to move 
elsewhere. Some have even been known 
to trek along the road for three miles with 
their brood! The group arranges regular 
clearance and maintenance, and has saved 
many houses from flooding by clearing 
blocked channels and sluice gates.

The latest project is to raise up to £30k 
for a dredging operation to provide an all-
year-round area of water. Silt residue will 
provide viewing areas for the public. Areas 
have already been cleared and planted 
with native bulbs and wildflowers plus 
many bird boxes have been placed and 
this will continue when the silt is dredged.

This improved viewing will provide the 
public with peaceful views over the clear, 
shallow water, and enhance the view from 
the bridge which spans the pond and from 
which the myriad of water fowl are regularly 
fed by young and old alike. It is hoped that, 
with year-round water, creatures such as 
the Great Crested Newt and Water Voles, 
may become resident, too.

Robin Breach

Masons support 
Pond Project
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Professional, reliable and affordable 
grounds maintenance

Call now for a free quotation  
and grounds evaluation

Quote INSIGHT for £50 off your 
first year’s grounds maintenance

•	 Commercial	properties
•	 Retirement	properties
•	 Local	authorities
•	 Housing	associations
•	 Schools
•	 Sports	pitch	/	line	marking
•	 Allotments,	camping	and	caravan	sites
•	 Pubs,	restaurants	and	hotels

Call: 01202 256788 Visit: www.hdgs.uk

Raising Awareness for 
Crohn’s and Colitis
Winchester mason Mike 
Sharpe of King Aelfred Lodge, 
a resident of Netley Abbey near 
Southampton, has been running 
for fun and fitness for many years. 
He was diagnosed as having ulcerative 
colitis in 2015 following bowel problems, 
and the result was major surgery after 
several unsuccessful drug therapies, the 
removal of his large colon and the fitting of 
a stoma and ostomy bag. This debilitating 
condition, which affects around 300,000 
thousand people in the UK, came as 
a big surprise and was a major issue. 
Although there is an excellent charity 
called Crohn’s and Colitis UK who offer 
amazing support to sufferers of IBD, the 
umbrella term covering both conditions, 
he was surprised that not many people 
speak about the condition and that they 

tend to suffer in silence, probably because 
it means talking about bowel movements, 
which of course we all have but is not 
the sort of topic one discusses in general 
conversation.

He is determined to raise awareness 
of the condition and its side effects, 
which are many and range from mental 
to anaemia, inability to concentrate and 
of course the relentless trips to the little 
room. Notwithstanding further impending 
surgery he decided that he would run 
to raise awareness of the condition and 
funds and for Crohn’s and Colitis UK, and 
entered his local half marathon albeit he 
had not run further than 3 miles in one 
go for some time due to his illness. In 
preparation for the event he did eight 3 
mile runs, one at 5, 7 and 10 miles, and a 
couple at 12 miles before the big day. The 
result was that he completed the tougher 

half marathon course in 1:59:26 which he 
was delighted to report was 4 minutes 
quicker than the previous year. Mike 
said: “I felt humbled to raise over £635 
to help with research into the condition 
and support others less fortunate than 
me. I will be looking at other ways to raise 
awareness and I have already entered 
next years ABP Southampton Half 
Marathon to keep the flag flying. Even 
though I have to undergo a third operation 
between now and then.”

Mike Sharpe

©SussexSportPhotography.com
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Caring for you and your loved ones 
is second nature to us.

R & E Kitchen Care
Wessex Offices, St. Johns Nursing Home, Rownhams Lane, 
Rownhams, Southampton, Hampshire SO16 8AR

Tel: 023 8074 0034  •  Fax: 0844 504 7587

www.carehomes.gb.com

Local and family run 
Care & Nursing Homes 
across the South

Recently refurbished St. John’s Nursing Home

Beautiful conservatory 
for patients and guests to 
enjoy at Lavender House.
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A new lodge for all 
supporters of football
The links between football and masonry are considerable 
and long standing. The first set of football rules were drawn 
up by the new Football Association at the end of 1863 at the 
Freemasons’ Tavern on Great Queen Street in London, now the 
New Connaught Rooms next door to Freemasons’ Hall. After 
the first match under those rules in January 1864, a toast was 
drunk: “success to football, irrespective of class or creed”, how 
masonic is that?

Also by way of example, many of the 
founding fathers of famous football 
clubs were freemasons, none more 
notable than John Houlding, a brewer 
from Liverpool who owned the land on 
Anfield Road, where Everton football 
club, founded in 1878, played from 1884 
to 1892. When they moved to their own 
ground at Goodison Park, Houlding filled 
the vacancy at Anfield by creating a new 
team: Liverpool FC. Of the original 46 
subscribers, 17 were masons, and the 
lodges most closely associated with the 
club then were Sincerity, Everton and 
Anfield; of the original 6 directors of the 
club, 4 were masons. Houlding, who also 
served as a MP and Mayor of Liverpool, 
was a founder of Anfield Lodge, and was 
the Master of Everton and Hamer Lodges. 
Even after Houlding’s death, the masonic 
presence on the board continued to be 
strong right up to the outbreak of the WW1 
as between 1892 and 1914, 15 out of the 
23 Liverpool directors were freemasons.  

Other notable Liverpudlian football 
administrators who were masons, all 
members of Cecil Lodge were John 
McKenna, Liverpool’s first manager and 
president of the Football League for two 
decades from 1910; Will Cuff, chairman of 
Everton and the Football League in 1938; 
and Sidney Reakes, who as chairman 
of Liverpool took the shrewd decision 
in 1959 to appoint a then little-known 
Scot called Bill Shankly to be the club’s 
manager. Under Shankly, Liverpool went 
from the foot of the old Second Division to 
winning the UEFA Cup.

Another notable football administrator 
who was a mason was Sir Stanley Rous, 
a schoolmaster who began refereeing 

Football League matches in 1927, four 
years before he was initiated in Exonian 
Lodge in London, and served as secretary 
of the FA from 1934 to 1962. He was 
also President of FIFA, the sport’s world 
governing body, from 1961 to 1974.

Then there is Manchester City, a club 
so masonic that they even play in light 
blue. The club, founded in 1880, was 
rescued from bankruptcy in 1894 by local 
masons, who asked that they change 
their strip from red and black to blue and 
white, the colour of a master mason, 
which of course they did. By the 1960s, 
though, the masonic influence on the 
club was clear. Five of the six directors in 
1965 were masons and they appointed 
another mason, Joe Mercer, as the 
club’s manager. Mercer, himself the son 
of a footballer, played for Everton and 
Arsenal, but war robbed him of his best 
years. He nonetheless played 26 wartime 
international matches for England, many 
as captain, while serving as a sergeant-
major in the Army. In 1941, he was initiated 
in Rivacre Lodge in his home town of 
Ellesmere Port, but he resigned just before 
the end of his playing career in 1955.

It is unknown whether the Manchester 
City directors were aware that Mercer 
was an unattached mason when they 

appointed him manager 10 years later; 
his predecessor, Les McDowall, was also 
a craft mason. It was certainly a shrewd 
move for in his first season at Maine 
Road, City won the 2nd Division title and 
two years later they were 1st Division 
champions. A 1969 FA Cup victory was 
followed by wins in the League Cup 
and European Cup Winners’ Cup a year 
later. Three years after that, England 
failed to qualify for the 1974 World Cup 
when they lost to Poland at Wembley. 
Alf Ramsey fell on his sword as manager 
and was replaced by Mercer, one mason 
succeeding another to arguably the 
nation’s toughest job.

However, Sir Alf Ramsey and Joe 
Mercer were not the only England 
managers to be freemasons. Don Revie 
took on the job in 1974 after Mercer’s 
brief spell as Ramsey’s successor. 
Revie played for five clubs in his career, 
most notably for the strongly masonic 
Manchester City from 1951 to 1956 but 
he did not become a mason until 1965, 
when he was managing Leeds United 
whence he came. He was initiated into 
Leodiensis Lodge in Leeds and remained 
a member until his death in 1989. His 
three years as England manager were 
sadly not distinguished, as the national 

Primus Master with his two 
wardens, (L-R) Sean Whelan, 

David Lallana and Leon Whitfield



Totton Lodge in Southampton also fondly 
remembers 1966 as it was then that 
the lodge was consecrated by the then 
Provincial Grand Master Major General 
Bond at the Guildhall. This time the 50th 
commemorated in fine style at the Totton 
Masonic Hall in the presence of Assistant 

Provincial Grand Master Jonathan 
Whitaker and his official escort. In all there 
were 100 masons present including some 
from daughter lodge Deanery. 

As most people know, England’s victory 
in 1966 was masterminded by Sir Alf 
Ramsey, the team was by captain Bobby 

Moore and Sir Geoff Hurst was the only 
player ever to score a World Cup Final hat 
trick. Totton’s celebratory team efforts were 
led on and off the pitch by Denis Gilbert 
who was the Lodge’s first ever initiate. 
Denis presented a fascinating history of 
the Lodge from his personal recollections 
and received from the APGM his own 50th 
anniversary certificate in return.  

It was also a memorable and moving 
evening for John Lawler, the sole surviving 
founder member lodge of the 24 originals, 
who took the chair for the third time 
thereby becoming Totton’s very own  hat 
trick hero! Also by coincidence one of 
England’s original 40 man squad for the 
1966 tournament was a certain Chris 
Lawler of Liverpool.

A wonderful evening was had by all 
present and Jon Whitaker observed that 
the Lodge was not only commemorating 
its 50 year history but looking forward to 
the future as with remarkable symmetry; 
the lodge currently has 24 members 
to match its 24 founders with more in 
the pipeline. So to paraphrase Kenneth 
Wolstenhome’s immortal words: ‘they 
think it’s all over … it is now‘, for Totton 
Lodge: ‘ … its not yet by any means’.   

David Woodhouse
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team failed to qualify for the 1976 
European Championships and the  
1978 World Cup.

Ron Greenwood made amends 
during his five year spell as England 
manager from 1977 to 1982. Greenwood 
took England to the 1980 European 
Championships and the 1982 World 
Cup. They began the latter with wins 
over France, Czechoslovakia and Kuwait 
and held West Germany and Spain to 
0-0 draws in the second group stage, 
but their inability to score denied them 
a place in the semi-finals. Greenwood 
became a mason in 1956 at the end of 
his final season as a player, a career 
that took in spells at Brentford, Chelsea 
and Fulham. He was initiated into 
Lodge of Proven Fellowship in London, 
where he remained during his long spell 
as manager of West Ham United but 
resigned subsequently in 1977.

In taking the notional football lodge 
concept forward, the founders wisely 
took a broader view by not linking it to a 
specific high profile football team in the 
Hampshire and Isle of Wight province. 

Their wish is for it to be a lodge for all 
supporters of football no matter where or 
at what level. As a result the lodge will be 
open to all in the province having a love 
for the game of football and will meet in 
different venues, the idea being to engage 

with all local football players, referees and 
supporters across the province. 

The lodge was consecrated on 4th June 
2016 by the Provincial Grand Master, 
Michael Wilks. Speaking after the lodge 
had been consecrated, Primus Master 
David Lallana said: “What I’m looking 
for as Master of this lodge is to bring 

Freemasonry into the community in a way 
that everybody can understand what our 
organisation is about. That means liaising 
at grass roots level with ordinary working 
men and youths. We have already identified 
the Mid-Solent Youth League which has 20 

to 30 clubs spread across Hampshire and 
the Isle of Wight. Our aim is to try to help 
them improve the standard of their facilities 
and to encourage young people to take 
part in physical activity, to learn how to win 
and lose appropriately and to develop the 
skills to take them into adult life.”

Sean Whelan

Primus Master David Lallana 
(pictured right) said: “What I’m 
looking for as Master of this 
lodge is to bring freemasonry 
into the community in a way that 
everybody can understand what 
our organisation is about”.

1966 and all that...
1966 is, of course, most synonymous with England’s one and only football World Cup 
triumph at Wembley that year and recently celebrated once again on the occasion of its 
50th Anniversary. 



We will also be celebrating this 250th 
anniversary at the Special Investiture 
meeting on Friday 3rd February 2017 
at which there will be a conversational 
presentation on the trials and tribulations 
of the circumstances surrounding that 
event and its consequences. This will 
indeed be a very special evening for those 
receiving honours and anyone with an 
interest in our local origins. No doubt the 
Provincial choir will be entertaining us with 
something new.

Later that month, on the very day of the 
formation, Tuesday 28th February, there will 
be meeting that will include a much more 
detailed presentation on this same subject 
and have some focus on our first Provincial 
Grand Master, Thomas Dunckerley.

The family service of Thanksgiving 
at Winchester Cathedral will be held on 
Sunday 19th March 2017 and will have a 
Tercentenary theme and include traditional 
hymns with traditional music, so you 
probably won’t need to look at the order 
of service when singing in this wonderful 
building.

Throughout the year there will be many 
occasions for members of the public to 
attend masonic halls for open days and 
particularly charity presentation evenings. 
These are always graced by the presence 
of many local charities and allow us to 
learn more of the valuable work they do 
and how they apply the funds raised by 
freemasons and the public at large. 

A fabulous family fun day at Marwell 
Zoo is booked for Saturday 24th June 
2017, which is the recognised date in 
1717 (St John the Baptist’s Day) of the 
first meeting of Grand Lodge at the Goose 
and Gridiron in St. Paul’s churchyard, 
London. A very substantial discount 
on entrance fees has been negotiated 
and this will be made available to all 
Freemasons, their families and friends, 
charities we support and many other local 
organisations. A real Freemasonry in the 
Community event. It is to be a very special 
day including exclusive use of the whole 
zoo after 6pm with lots of additional free 
attractions from face painting to birds of 
prey displays; a Teddy Bears’ picnic area 
and discounts in all food outlets. If you 
have children and grand-children what 
better way to spend a summer Saturday. 
Look out for information in the near future. 

At our AGM in July there will be the 
parading of a Tercentenary banner specially 
produced by the South West region of 
Masonic Provinces. In June we will have 
received it from Guernsey & Alderney and 
on the day of the AGM it will be passed 
with some ceremony to the Province of 
Wiltshire. It is likely that representatives 
from all the provinces involved will be 
present to witness the ‘passing’.

To conclude events locally there will 
be a Provincial Grand Ball at the Grand 
Harbour hotel in Southampton on Saturday 
9th September 2017 which will include 
‘Last Night of the Proms’. Similar events run 
by the South Central Area have always filled 
the venue without being advertised more 

widely. This will be a great way to celebrate 
the end of the Tercentenary and you can, 
of course, attend the United Grand Lodge 
Ball in Great Queen Street in London on 
30th September.

The main national event at the Royal 
Albert Hall (RAH) & Battersea Evolution 
(BE) on Tuesday 31st October 2017 will be 
open to Masons from across the country. 
Places have recently been allocated on 
the basis of size of province and H&IoW, 
the largest, will have 144 free places 
at RAH; and 53 places at the dinner at 
BE. Information on how to apply will be 
forthcoming towards the end of the year. 
These combined events will be a spectacular 
culmination of the year-long celebrations 
and are sure to be oversubscribed.

As we approach the 300th anniversary 
of Grand Lodge many local lodges and 
centres will be organising their own 
celebrations for this once-in-a-life-time 
occasion acknowledging that “Masonry 
isn’t good because it is old, it is old 
because it’s good”.

Ian Preece
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A lot to look forward to
Celebrating 300 years – a once in a lifetime occasion

The Tercentenary of the First Grand Lodge occurs on 24th June 2017 and 
will be celebrated throughout the country in a year-long series of events.  

It coincides with the 250th anniversary of the formation of the Province of 
Hampshire in February 1767.  

©2016 Marwell Wildlife

The main event will be held at the  
Royal Albert Hall and Battersea Evolution
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“I’m passionate about 
 Freemasonry” 

Roy Quin, the new Assistant Provincal Grand 
Master in the North Central Area of the province

Life-changing 
Donation
Through the magic of technology and 

a generous donation of £25,000 from 
Hampshire and Isle of Wight Freemasons, the 
charity Lifelites visited the Earl Mountbatten 
Hospice on the Isle of Wight. The new 
equipment purchased with this donation will 
give life-limited and disabled children on the 
Isle of Wight opportunities they wouldn’t 
otherwise have.   

Lifelites provides specialist entertainment and educational 
technology packages for young people to learn, play, be 
creative, control something for themselves and communicate - for as long as it is possible. They currently do this for 9,000 children at 
every baby and children’s hospice across the British Isles. 

A celebration event attended by the Provincial Grand Master, Mike Wilks and his wife Kay, along with the Solent Area Assistant 
Provincial Grand Master, David Perkis and his wife Doreen. The CEO of Lifelites, Simone Enefer-Doy and the CEO of the Earl 
Mountbatten Hospice, Nigel Hartley were also present. 

The CEOs of Lifelites and the Earl Mountbatten Hospice both spoke warmly about the donation and congratulated the PGM on the 
generosity of Hampshire and Isle of Wight freemasons. The hospice staff, who have been trained to use to new equipment, gave an impressive 
demonstration of how children’s lives can be enriched by the use of interactive technology.

Interviewed shortly after being invested by 
the Provincial Grand Master at the AGM, 
Roy Quin the new APGM for the North 
Central Area, spoke of his passion for 
freemasonry, saying, “One really important 
aspect of my new role will be to ensure 
that all masons are aware of what is 
achievable within this province.

I was given the opportunity of assisting 
with a number of provincial initiatives 
and found great satisfaction applying my 
skills to help develop the teams within the 
province. I would like other freemasons 
to share my experience and to know 
that I’m here to help and to offer support 
wherever I can.

Part of my new role is to get to know 
the brethren within my area, particularly 
those who have just joined us. I like the 
idea of setting up ‘surgery’ sessions 
where newer freemasons can talk about 
and understand the bigger picture – feel 
comfortable, get more involved and make 
a significant and meaningful contribution 
to the future of the Craft. 

Sharing the same vision as my 
predecessor Noel Voice, I see the 
immediate future being one of continuity, 
consolidation and developing the Area for 
the benefit of all its members.

 I know from the warm reception that I 
have already received on my official visits 

that the future of Freemasonry is exciting 
for us all and I feel privileged to be able to 
play an important part in the development 
of this great Organisation.”

Roger Maber
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Three-of-a-kind 
at Shalden Lodge

Clifford Lucas, the middle sibling, was 
installed ten years after his elder brother, 
Richard (pictured left), and seven years 
after the youngest of the brothers, Bobby, 
who ironically was the first of the brothers 
to be initiated into freemasonry in 1994. 

Clifford’s initiation ceremony was 
conducted by Richard, now Vice Chairman 
for the Petersfield Masonic Centre, at the 
Lodge’s 1000th meeting in December 
2006. Then newly-promoted Bobby acted 
as Junior Deacon at the ceremony and 
also presented the charge thus ensuring 
that the vast majority of the ritual was 
carried out by Clifford’s two brothers 

making that occasion 
even more special.

Outside of 
freemasonry, Clifford 
works for Richard who owns a successful 
building and refurbishment company 
in Alton. Bobby runs his own business 
training gas engineers, and spends a lot 
of time out of the country visiting British 
Embassies and High Commissions around 
the world to ensure that their heating 
systems and equipment are safe and 
meet UK standards. The three brothers, 
who are all grandparents, enjoy all sports, 
particularly football and golf with Bobby 

being better with the club, and Clifford 
and Richard enjoy riding their motor bikes 
together. Indeed, Richard is a member of 
Chequered Flag Lodge. 

Looking forward to his year as Master 
of Shalden Lodge, Clifford commented: 
“I am very proud to follow my brothers 
through the chair of my mother lodge, 
and it is such an honour and a privilege to 
serve the brethren of Shalden Lodge”. 

Robert Robinson

A hard-to-beat record was set at Shalden 
Lodge’s installation meeting in Alton when the 
third of a trio of brothers took the Master’s chair. 

Freemason runs the 
London Marathon
Hampshire freemason Jason 

Knowles of Camelot Lodge, 
based at the Alton Masonic 
Centre, recently ran the London 
Marathon in aid of Shooting Star 
Chase Children’s Hospice Care.  
In doing so he raised the 
wonderful sum of over £1,600  
for this amazing charity.

Shooting Star Chase is a leading children’s 
hospice charity caring for babies, children 
and young people with life-limiting 
conditions, and their families. Whether 
lives are measured in days, weeks, months 
or years, they are here to make every 
moment count. They support families from 
diagnosis to end of life and throughout 
bereavement with a range of nursing, 
practical, emotional and medical care.

Their bespoke support is free of charge 
to families and available 365 days a year. 
The care service includes short breaks 
at our two hospices, Shooting Star 
House in Hampton and Christopher’s in 
Guildford, Hospice at Home, day care, 
symptom management, end-of-life care, 
bereavement care and a comprehensive 
range of therapies and support groups for 
the whole family.

It costs £10 million a year just to maintain 
the current level of care. Around 10% 
of that income comes from government 
funding, so they rely on their supporters’ 
generosity to keep the service running. 

 Jason commented: “It was an 
incredible experience on the day and the 
crowds really keep you going. I was able 
to complete the first section of the course 
in 2hr 45 mins, and finish in a time of 6hr 
12mins. The second half of the course 
was obviously a lot harder. 

I would like to thank all the people that 
donated and provided support, especially 
Camelot Lodge for collectively donating 
over £300 to my final target”.

Jason Knowles
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Aldershot and Farnborough - Concord Club  Contact: Alan Babister 
01252 683113

Alton, Bordon and Petersfield - Watercress Club   Contact: Peter James  
01730 893328

Botley and Woolston - Rendezvous Club  Contact: Gino Fanti 
01489 783612

Bournemouth - Knole Club  Contact: Ken Iball  
01202 890241

Chandlers Ford - Amity Club  Contact: Paul Hillyard 
07703 346954

Cosham and Portsmouth - Capstan Club  Contact: Malcolm Childs 
023 9267 9094

Fareham - Chatterbox Club  Contact: Kay Usher  
01329 845521

Gosport - Banter Club  Contact: Geoff O’Neill  
023 9235 8974

Isle of Wight - Compass Group  Contact: Chris Thomas 
01983 840278 

Totton - Waterside Friendship Circle                 Contact: Mike Taylor   
02380 862531

Winchester, Basingstoke and Andover - Acorn Club  Contact: Neil Morse  
01264 354303

Around the Province of Hampshire 
and Isle of Wight we have many 
clubs to help bring together our 
extended family of members and 
lodge widows. 
To find details of events near you, 
please contact your nearest club.

Provincial Clubs
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FOR ALL YOUR MASONIC SUPPLIES
QUALITY REGALIA MADE TO THE HIGHEST

STANDARDS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
Call and speak with one of our experts

1 The Barns, 1 Longham Farm Close, Ringwood Road,
Ferndown, Dorset. BH22 9DE

Tel:- 01202 571600 • Fax:- 01202 571779

Website: www.fabb.co.uk
Email: fabb@fabb.co.uk

FABBS 

ESTABLISHED 1887

� is Very Special Price includes our Best Quality Full 
Dress and Undress Aprons with matching Collars, a Past Rank 

Jewel, Grand Lodge Case and delivery to any UK address.

£500.00 (Inc. VAT at 20%)

Grand Lodge Special O� er

Supreme Grand Chapter Special O� er
Apron, Sash, Collar, Past Rank Locket  £210.00 (Inc. VAT at 20%)

£150.00 
(Inc. VAT at 

20%)

Special O� er
Apron & Sash, 

Collarette, 
Past Rank Locket 

& Breast Jewel

Provincial 
or LGCR  

Special O� er
Full Dress Apron Collar, Jewel & Case

Set 1 Provincial or LGR

FOR ALL YOUR MASONIC SUPPLIESFOR ALL YOUR MASONIC SUPPLIES

LOOK ONLINE OR CALL 

US FOR OTHER SPECIAL OFFERS

£160.00 (Inc. VAT at 20%)

Special O� er
Full Dress and Undress Aprons, 

Collars, Jewel & Case

Set 2 Provincial or LGR

£235.00 (Inc. VAT at 20%)



Bournemouth

To Do:

Call 

The Norfolk 

01202 551521

The Norfolk Hotel 
Richmond Hill, Bournemouth  BH2 6EN
Telephone 01202 551521   
Facsimile 01202 299729   
Website www.thenorfolkhotel.co.uk 
Email events@norfolkroyale-hotel-bournemouth.com

Lodge Dinner Hotel Requirements

4 Star Hotel

Central location

Luxury En-suite Bedrooms

Leisure facilities - pool, jacuzzi, steam room, sauna 

Function room to seat 120 for dinner

Great value packages

Fantastic food and entertainment

Secret garden with outside bar

Free car parking

Insight-Advert.indd   1 2/6/15   13:14:31


